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RISE,  PROGRESS,  and  CONCLUSION 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 


LETTER      1. 

Roxbury,  Auguft  15,  1775, 
My  dear  Sir, 

TO  prevent  an  omiflion,  let  me  begin  with  men- 
tioning, that  when  governor  Martin  met  the  ge-  177^ 
neral  anembly  of  North  Carolina  at  Newbern,  he  made  i>r* 
a  fpeech  to  them  in  a  high  governmental  ftrain ;  and 
exprefTed  his  expectation,  that  they  would  oppofe  lb 
dangerous  a  flep,  as  the  unwarrantable  meafure  of  ap- 
pointing delegates  to  attend  a  congrefs  in  Philadelphia. 
He  alfo  told  them,  that  they  were  mofl  peculiarly  called 
upon  to  oppofe  a  meeting  of  delegates,  which  the.  people 
had  been  invited  to  choofe,  and  who  wTere  appointed 
to  alTemble  at  that  very  time  and  place,  in  the  face  of 
the  legiflature.  The  arTembly  in  their  anfwer  juftifiecj 
the  meeting  of  the  people,  and  faid,  cc  Be  it  far  from 
us  even  to  wifh  to  prevent  the  operations  of  the  conven- 
tion, now  held  at  Newbern. "  They  alfo  took  the  op- 
portunity, the  firft  that  had  been  given  them,  to  exprefs 
Vol,  II,  B  their 
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their  warm  attachment  to  their  filler  colonies  in  general, 
and  their  heart-felt  companion  for  the  deplorable  ftatc 
of  the  town  of  Bolton ;  and  to  declare  the  fixed  refo- 
lution  of  the  colony,  to  unite  with  the  other  colonies  in 
every  effort  to  retain  their  juft  rights  and  liberties. 

Let  me  now  enter  upon  the  narration  of  the  effect* 
of  the  Lexington  engagement  out  of  the  Maffachufetts 
colony.  The  news  of  it  flew  with  the  utmolt  rapidity  ; 
and  influenced  the  minds  of  all  people,  anfwerable  to 
their  various  appreheniions  and  attachments. 

Col.  Putnam  lerved  with  the  Connecticut  troops,  undef 
gen.  Amherit  the  laft  war.  By  his  courage  and  conduct  he 
fecured  to  himfelf  a  good  fhare  of  reputation.  When 
peace  commenced,  he  returned  to  the  civil  line  of  life. 
Of  late  he  has  occupied  a  tavern  with  a  farm  annexed 
to  it.  Such  a  junction  is  frequent  in  New  England, 
and  the  occupation  not  at  all  inconfiftent  with  a  Roman 
character.  The  Lexington  news  was  brought  him  while 
working  in  a  leathern  frock  and  apron,  at  a  (tone  wall, 
with  which  to  fence  in  his  land.  This  was  about  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  After  giving  his  men  ibme 
direction  how  to  proceed,  he  went  home,  got  his  horfe, 
and  rode  to  the  neighbouring  towns,  to  acquaint  the 
militia  officers  and  others  with  what  had  taken  place. 
As  he  was  returning,  he  found  Ibme  hundreds  muttered, 
who  informed  him  that  they  had  appointed  him  their 
genera],  and  were  determined  to  march  off  immedi- 
ately. He  laid  that  he  was  not  ready,  had  no  money 
about  him,  and  mult  go  and  get  ibme.  They  fupplied 
him  from  among  themfelves ;  on  which  he  gave  proper 
orders  for  their  marching  after  him,  and  went  forward 
in  his  check  fnirt,  upon  the  fame,  beaft,   and  got  to 
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Concord  the  next  morning  by  fun  rife,  having  rode,  as 
he  fuppofed,  from  eleven  o'clock  of  the  preceding 
morning,  not  lefs  than  a  hundred  miles,  within  the 
eighteen  hours.  The  militia  that  followed  him,  marched 
with  a  quick  ftep  till  they  reached  the  place  of  deflina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Benedict  Arnold  of  New  Haven,  had  been  chofen 
captain  of  a  volunteer  company,  by  the  inhabitants, 
when  they  began  to  prepare  for  whatever  might  happen. 
No  fooner  did  the  Lexington  news  reach  him,  than  he 
called  his  company  together,  and  afked  them  whether 
they  would  march  off  with  him  the  next  morning  for 
the  neighbourhood  of  Boflon,  diftant  150  miles.  They 
agreed;  and  at  the  proper  time  paraded  before  the  tavern 
where  a  committee  was  fitting.  He  applied  to  the  gen- 
tlemen for  powder  and  ball  -,  they  demurred  fupplying 
him,  as  he  was  not  duly  authorized.  The  captain,  in 
hafte  to  fly  to  the  help  of  his  fullering  brethren,  pro- 
pofed  procuring  the  fupply  by  force  if  needful,  to  which 
the  volunteers  confented.  He  then  fent  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  informed  them  what  he  was  determined 
upon.  Colonel  Woofter  came  out,  and  would  have  per- 
fuaded  him  to  wait  till  he  had  received  proper  orders  5 
to  which  capt.  Arnold  anfwered,  "  None  but  God  Almighty 
cc  Jhall  prevent  my  marching. ' '  The  committee  perceiving 
his  fixed  refolution,  fupplied  him ;  and  he  marched  off 
inftantly,  and  with  his  company  reached  the  American 
head  quarters  by  the  29th  of  April. 

The  news  reached  New  York  on  the  Lord's  day.  23. 
On  hearing   it,    capt.   Sears   conceived  the   defign   of 
(lopping  all  veffels  going  to  Quebec,   Newfoundland, 
Georgia  and  Bofton.;  feveral  were  about  to  fail.     lie 
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confulted  Mr.  Lamb,  who  joined  in  the  meafure.    They 
then  wrote  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  Philadelphia* 
alluring  them  that  all  veflels  would  be  ftopt  at  New 
York,  and  figned  it  with  their  names,  that  lb  the  af* 
furaiice  might  be  relied  upon.     The  exprefs  being  fent 
off,  they  contrived  to  affemblc  the  people,  without  its 
being  known  upon  what  bufinefs ;  and  when  they  were 
met,  it  was  concluded  upon  to  fhut  up  the  cuftom  houfe* 
The  officer  was  waited  on,  who,  considering  the  expe- 
diency of  a  compliance,  ordered  the  keys  to  be  deli- 
vered up  to  capt*  Sears.     The  merchants  whole  veflels 
were  cleared  out,  dared  not  to  admit  of  their  failing. 
The  Philadelphia  committee,  relying  upon  the  afliirance 
that  had  been  given  them,  fo  managed  as  that  it  was 
agreed,  to  fnut  up  their  port  alio  againft  all  veflels  going 
to  the  beforementioned  places. 

The  hoftilities  in  the  Maflachufetts  threw  the  city  of 
New  York  into  fuch  a  ftate  of  tumult,  that  it  was  judged 
expedient,  with  a  view  of  reftoring  tranquillity  and  good 
order,  to  appoint  a  general  committee  of  a  hundred  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York,    which  anfwered. 
May  This  committee  addrefTed  a  letter  to  the  lord-mayor, 
aldermen  and  common-council  cf  the  city  of  London* 
which  was  figned  by  feventy-feven  of  them.     In  it  they 
declared,    that   w  The  difpoial  of  their  own  property 
with  perfect  ipontaniety,  and  in  a  manner  wholly  divefted 
of  every  appearance  of  conftraint,  is  their  indefeafible 
birth-right.     This  exalted  blefling  they  are  refolutely 
determined  to  defend  with  their  blood,  and  to  transfer 
unccntaminated  to  their  pofterity."    They  profefled  their 
readinefs  to  fubmit  cheerfully  to  a  regulation  of  com- 
merce, by  the  legislature  of  the  parent  ftate,  excluding, 

in 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  $ 

in  its  nature,  every  idea  of  taxation ;    but  reprobated 
the  minifter's  conciliatory  plan.     They  gave  afTurance, 
"  That  America  is  grown  fo  irritable  by  oppreflion, 
that  the  lead  fhock  in  any  part  is,  by  the  moft  powerful 
and  fympathetic  affection,  inftantaneoufly  felt  through 
the  whole  continent — That  while  the  whole  continent  are 
ardentlv  wifhing  for  peace  on  fuch  terms  as  can  be  ac- 
ceded to  by  Englifhmen,  they  are  indefatigable  in  pre- 
paring for  the  laft  appeal."     Near  the  clofe  they  faid, 
"  We  fpeak  the  real  fentiments  of  the  confederated  co- 
lonies on  the  continent,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia, 
when  we  declare,  that  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war  will 
never  compel  America  to  fubmit  to  taxation  by  autho- 
rity of  parliament."     They  concluded  with  exprefllng 
their  confidence  of  the  mod  vigorous  exertions  of  the 
city  of  London  to  reftore  union  and  mutual  peace  to 
the  whole  empire. 

The  next  day  an  afibciation  was  figned  by  upward  of  & 
a  thoufand  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city  and 
county.  They  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  declared, 
that  they  afTociated  to  endeavour  carrying  into  execution 
whatever  meafures  might  be  recommended  by  the  con- 
tinental congrefs,  or  be  refolved  upon  by  their  own  pro- 
vincial convention,  for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  their 
conftitution,  and  oppofing  the  execution  of  the  oppref- 
five  acts  of  the  Britifn  parliament,  until  a  reconciliation 
between  Great  Britain  and  America,  on  confhtutional 
principles,  can  be  obtained ;  and  that  they  would  in  all 
things  follow  the  advice  of  their  general  committee, 
refpecting  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  the  prefervation  of 
peace  and  good  order,  and  the  fafety  of  individuals  and 
private  property. 
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The  inhabitants  armed  themfelves  alfo  with  great  dili- 
gence and  induftry.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred,  from 
thefe  ftrong  appearances,  that  there  is  a  real  and  general 
union  in  fentiment  among  the  New  Yorkers.  They  are 
much  divided;  though  each  party  has  thus  coalefced 
with  a  view  of  ferving  its  own  particular  intereft.  The 
tories  have  joined,  to  prevent  the  violences  which  might 
otherwife  exift,  and  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  fons  of 
liberty.  The  whigs  have  joined,  in  hope  of  drawing 
the  others  into  fuch  lengths  in  oppofing  minifterial  mea- 
sures, as  are  reprobated  by  them  at  prefent. 

The  New  Jerfey  people,  on  receiving  the  Lexington 
news,  took  poiTeilion  of  the  province  treafury,  in  which 
there  was  about  20,000 1.  part  of  it  is  appropriated  to 
the  payment  of  the  troops  they  are  now  raifing  for  the 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  America. 

The  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  befide  flopping  the  vefTete 
as  before  related,  were  fpirited  up  to  attempt  perfecting 
their  preparations  for  the  moil  ferious  and  painful  contefl. 

The  governor  of  the  province  laid  before  the  anembly 
the  mimfler's  conciliatory  plan;  and  obferved  to  them, 
that  they  were  the  firft  aifembly  on  the  continent  to 
whom  it  had  been  communicated.  After  coniidering  it, 
they  faid,  "  If  no  ether  objection  to  the  plan  propoled 
occuned  to  us,  we  lhould  efteem  it  a  dishonorable  de- 
fertion  of  filler  colonies,  connected  by  an  union,  founded 
on  juft  motives  and  mutual  faith,  and  conducted  by 
general  councils,  for  a  fingle  colony  to  adopt  a  meafure 
(b  exteniive  in  coniequence,  without  the  advice  and  con- 
fent  of  thofc  colonies  engaged  with  us  by  folemn  ties  in 
the  fame  common  caufe."     The  complexion  of  the  af- 

nbly  has  been  changed.     In  the  choice  of  deputies 
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for  the  approaching  congrefs,  made  Iaft  December,  Mr. 
Galloway  was  left  out  3  and  on  the  fixth  of  May,  the 
houfe  added  three  more  to  the  number  of  their  deputies, 
and  the  firfl  on  the  lift  was  Dr.  Franklin.  Thus  have 
they,  fince  his  arrival,  exprefied  their  approbation  of  his 
conduct,  and  their  confidence  in  his  abilities.  The  plan 
has  been  fince  propofed  to  other  colony-afTemblies,  but 
with  no  better  iuccefs  than  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  account  of  the  action  arrived  at  Baltimore  in 
Maryland,  in  fix  days ;  the  inhabitants  immediately  feized 
upon  the  provincial  magazine,  containing  i50oftand  of 
arms,  &c.  They  alio  flopped  all  exports  to  the  fifhtng 
iflands,  and  thofe  colonies  which  have  refilled  to  unite 
with  their  brethren  in  the  common  caufe ;  and  all  fup* 
plies  to  the  navy  and  army  at  Bofton. 

In  Virginia,  a  provincial  congrefs  met  in  March,  for 
want  of  a  legal  afTembly,  and  took  meafures  for  array- 
ing the  militia,  the  militia  laws  being  expired  -,  and  re- 
commended to  each  county  the  raifing  of  a  volunteer 
company  for  the  better  defence  of  the  country.  On  the 
aoth  of  April  the  governor  employed  the  captain  of  an 
armed  vefTel  to  convey  by  night,  on  board  his  ihip,  from 
the  public  magazine,  out  of  about  one  and  twenty,  fifteen 
half  barrels  of  powder,  containing  501b.  each.  The 
citizens  of  Williamnburgh  were  greatly  alarmed,  fo  that; 
the  mayor  and  corporation  addreffed  his  lordlhip  upon 
the  occanon,  who  in  his  anfwer  informed  them,  that 
hearing  of  an  iniurrection  in  a  neighbouring  county,  he 
had  removed  the  powder  from  the  magazine  to  a  place 
of  perfect  fecurity  j  and  that  whenever  it  was  wanted 
on  any  iniurrection,  it  fhould  be  delivered  in  half  an 
}ipur9     The  news  of  the  ieizure  foon  reached  Hanover 
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county,  upon  which  capt.  Patrick  Henry,  and  the  other 
volunteers  of  the  county,  marched  for  Williamfbnrgh, 
with  a  view  of  fecuring  the  public  treafury  from  the  like 
cataftrophe,  and  of  obtaining  a  return  of  the  powder, 
or  a  compenfation  for  it.  More  than  a  hundred  and 
fifty,  all  well  accoutred,  and  making  a  martial  appear- 
ance, advanced  within  15  miles  of  the  capital;  but  a 
fufficient  fum  of  money  being  paid  by  the  receiver- 
general  to  compenfate  for  the  powder,  and  the  citizens 
engaging  to  guard  the  public  treafury  and  magazine, 
they  difperfed  and  returned  to  their  refpeclive  homes. 

The  value  of  the  whole  magazine  was  very  inade- 
quate to  the  alarm  and  difturbance  which  the  governor's 
meafure  excited.  Neither  powder  nor  mufkets  were 
iufficient  to  aniwer  any  effential  purpofe,  or  even  to. 
juftify  apprehenfion. 

His  lordfliip  was  exceedingly  irritated  at  the  behaviour 
of  the  people,  and  threw  out  threats.  Thofe  of  fetting 
up  the  royal  ftandard,  of  enfranchising  the  negroes,  and 
arming  them  againft  their  mailers,  and  of  deflroying 
the  city,  with  other  exprefnons  of  a  fimilar  tendency* 
not  only  fpread  a  general  alarm  through  the  colony,  but 
excited  a  kind  of  abhorrence  of  government,  and  an 
incurable  fufpicion  of  its  defigns.  Mean  while,  feveral 
public  meetings  were  held  in  different  counties,  in  all  of 
which  the  feizing  of  the  powder,  and  the  governor's 
threats,  were  reprobated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  The 
news  of  Lexington  engagement  arriving  when  the  minds 
of  the  Virginians  were  in  fuch  a  ferment,  tended  to  in- 
creafe  their  apprehenfions,  and  of  courfe  attention  to  the 
rpilltia  and  volunteer  companies, 
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It  was  not  long  ere  the  fame  news  reached  Charleftown 
in  South  Carolina.     The  hopes  of  the  inhabitants,  that 
the    non-importation  and   non-exportation   agreements 
would  induce  the  parent  {late  to  recede  from  her  de- 
mands, were  blafled  on  the  arrival  of  a  packet  from 
London,  the    1 9th  of  April :  but  when  the  Lexington 
news  was  received,  they  concluded  that   the   colonies 
were  to  be  dragooned  into  flavery.     The  thought  ex- 
cited the  greatefl  indignation :  but  they  paufed,  upon 
confidering  their  fituation,     The  province,  for  near  two 
hundred  miles  coaftways,  was  acceffible  to  the  Britifh 
fxeets  and  armies.     It  had  but  a  few  trifling  fortifications, 
and  thefe  held  by  Britifh  officers.     The  weflern  frontiers 
were  expofed  to  the  favages ;  and  the  negroes  might  be 
prevailed  upon,  by  infinuations,  to  flay  their  mailers. 
The  governor  had  the  command  of  the  militia  ;  and  all 
the  officers  had  their  commiffions  from  him.     The  in- 
habitants were  quite  defencelefs,  without  arms,  ammu- 
nition, clothing,  fhips,  money,  or  men  ikilled  in  the 
arts  of  war.     The  {lores  of  the  merchants  afforded  no 
fupplies  of  a  warlike  nature ;  no  exception  having  been 
made  in  the  general  fcheme  of  non-importation.    They 
could  not  however  brook  a  mean  fubmiffion  to  the  dic- 
tates of  Britain;  and  therefore  determined  upon  a  manly 
and  virtuous  redfcance.     Accordingly,  on  the  night  after 
intelligence  of  actual  hoftilities  was  received,  a  number 
of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town  poiTefTed  them- 
felves  of  twelve  hundred  Hand  of.  arms  with  the  accou- 
trements; removed  them  direclly  from  the  royal  arfenal, 
and  afterward  diftributed  them  among  the  men  inliiled 
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Let  us  return  to  notice  an  expedition  planned  in  Con* 
fiecticut. 

The  neceffity  of  fecuring  Tyconderoga,  was  early  at- 
tended to  by  many  in  New  England :  but  fome  Con- 
necticut gentlemen  were  firft  in  attempting  the  meafure. 
Secrecy  was  eifential  to  fuccefs ;  and  delay  might  be 
dangerous.  There  was  no  waiting  to  coniult  the  conti- 
nental congrefs;  befide,  it  would  not  have  been  fafc 
to  have  communicated  the  fcheme  to  that  body,  as  it 
was  known  there  would  be  individuals  in  it,  on  whofe 
fidelity  the  Americans  could  not  rely.  Meffrs.  Deane, 
Woofter,  Paribus  and  others,  undertook  the  affair. 
They  applied  to  the  affembly  for  a  loan,  which  was  for— 
nifhed,  to  the  amount  of  about  eighteen  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  for  which  they  gave  bonds  to  be  accountable. 
General  Gage  had  fet  the  example  of  attempting  to 
feize  upon  military  flores,  and  by  fo  doing  had  com- 
menced hoftilities :  fo  that  retaliation  appeared  more 
than  warrantable,  even  an  act  of  felf-de fence.  The  ex- 
pedition went  on  with  rapidity.  Several  militia  captains 
puihed  forward  to  Salisbury  to  acquaint  MerTrs.  Blag-* 
den's  (nephews  to  your  former  acquaintance,  the  car- 
penter, of  the  fame  name)  with  the  defign,  and  to  pro- 
cure their  affiftance,  One  was  ill,  the  other*  joined  in 
the  propofed  manoeuvre.  After  a  little  deliberation, 
they  concluded  upon  {pending  no  time  in  obtaining 
men  -,  but,  having  provided  a  fufficient  quantity  of  pow- 
der and  ball,  fet  off  on  horfeback  for  Bennington  to 
engage  colonel. Allen.  They  conferred  with  him  upon 
{heir  arrival  -,  and  then  tarried  with  others  to  bake  breads 

4  Afterward  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  Sheldon's  light  horfe* 
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and  prepare  other  necefTaries,  while  the  colonel  went  on 
to  raife  the  men  who  were  wanting,  and  who  were  to 
meet  the  managers  at  Caftleton.  While  thefe  were  on 
their  way  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  they  were  met  by 
a  countryman,  apparently  an  undefigning  hone  ft  travel- 
ler, but  who  was  either  himielf  well-fkilled  and  a  prin- 
cipal, or  had  been  well-tutored  by  fome  one  or  other,, 
that  had  either  fufpected  or  gained  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
pedition, and  meant  to  render  it  abortive.  They  ad- 
drelTed  him,  "  From  whence  came  you  ? — From  Ty  \ 
left  it  yeilerday,  at  fuch  an  hour. — Has  the  garrifon  reT 
ceived  any  reinforcement  ? — Yes  ;  I  faw  them ;  there 
were  a  number  of  artillery  men  and  other  foldiers.— - 
What  are  they  doing  ?  Are  they  making  fafcines  ?— 
Don't  know  what  fafcines  are.  They  are  tying  up  {ticks 
and  brufh  in  bundles,  and  putting  them  where  the  walls 
are  down."  Mr.  Samuel  Blagden  put  many  infnaring 
queftions  about  the  drefs  and  trimmings  of  the  men, 
&c.  The  anfwers  tended  to  confirm  the  man's  ftory. 
.The  company  was  itaggered ;  and  it  being  debated  in 
council,  whether  they  fhould  not  return  as  they  had  no 
cannon,  it  was  determined,  by  a  majority  of  t>ne  only, 
to  proceed.  At  Caitleton  they  met  colonel  Allen  with 
his  men,  and  altogether  made  two  hundred  and  feventy 
perfons  -,  two  hundred  and  thirty  of  them  were  green 
mountain  boys,  fo  called  from  their  refiding  within  the 
limits  of  the  Green  Mountains;  as  the  Hampfhire 
Grants  are  denominated,  from  the  range  of  green  moun- 
tains that  runs  through  them.  They  are  a  brave  hardy 
generation,  chiefly  fettlers  from  New  Hampfhire,  Mafia- 

f  So  Tyconderoga  is  frequently  called  for  the  fake  of  brevity, 
ffrecially  by  the  people  dwelling  in  its  neighbpurhoodf 
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chufetts  and  Connecticut  *,  Sentries  were  placed  im- 
mediately on  all  the  roads,  to  prevent  any  intelligence 
being  carried  to  Tyconderoga.  After  the  junction  at 
Caftleton,  colonel  Arnold  arrived,  with  only  a  Tingle 
fervant.  The  day  after  his  getting  to  Cambridge  with 
his  volunteer  company,  he  attended  on  the  MarTachu- 
fetts  committee  of  fafety,  and  reported  that  there  were 
at  Tyconderoga,  80  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  20  of  brafs 
from  4  to  18  pounders,  10  or  a  dozen  mortars,  a  number 
of  imali  arms,  and  confiderable  ftores  5  and  that  the 
fort  was  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  as  he  fuppofed  gar- 
rilbned  by  about  forty  men.  Upon  this  the  committee, 
on  the  third  of  May,  appointed  him  a  colonel  of  four 
hundred  men,  whom  he  was  to  inlift  and  march  for  the 
reduction  of  Tyconderoga,  The  colonel  was  known 
only  to  Mr.  Blagden.  A  council  was  called  ;  his  powers 
were  examined ;  and  at  length  it  was  agreed,  that  he 
ihould  be  admitted  to  join  and  act  with  them,  that  & 
the  public  might  be  benefited.  It  was  fettled,  how- 
ever, that  colonel  Allen  ihould  have  the  fupreme  com- 
mand, and  colonel  Arnold  was  to  be  his  afliftant ;  with 
which  the  latter  appeared  fatished,  as  he  had  no  right 
by  his  commiilion,  either  to  command  or  interfere  with 
the  others,  who  were  not  only  out  of  the  Maflachufetts 
line,  but  the  fubjects  of  another  colony.  The  names 
of  the  leaders,  befides  what  have  been  mentioned,  were. 
MelTrs.  Motte,  Phelps's  (two  brothers)  Biggelow,  Bull 
and  Nichols,  befide  colonels  Eafton,  Brown  and  War-* 
per,  and  captain  Dickinibn. 

After  it  had  been  determined  in  a  council  to  fet  off 
the  next  morning  early  for  Ty,  and  fome  of  the  rna- 

*  The  territory  has  now  the  name  of  Vermont* 
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nagers  had  retired,  a  fecond  council  was  held,  and  it 
was  concluded  to  proceed  that  very  night,  leaving  Meflrs* 
Blagden>  Biggelow  and  Nichols,  with  a  party  of  men, 
thirty  in  all,  officers  included,  to  march  early  in  the 
morning  for  Skeenfborough,  and  fecure  major  Skeen, 
his  negroes  and  tenants.  This  council  might  have  been 
occaiioned  by  the  return  of  captain  Noah  Phelps,  who  the 
day  before,  having  difguifed  himfelf,  entered  the  fort 
in  the  character  of  a  countryman  wanting  to  be  maved. 
In  hunting  for  a  barber,  he  obferved  every  thing  criti- 
cally, aiked  a  number  of  ruftic  queftions,  affected  great 
ignorance,  and  pafled  unfufpected.  Before  night  hg 
withdrew,  came  and  joined  his  party,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing guided  them  to  the  place  of  deftination. 

Colonel  Allen,  with  his  230  green  mountain  boys>  ar- 
rived at  Lake  Champlain,  and  oppofite  to  Tyconderoga, 
on  the  ninth  at  night.  Boats  were  procured  with  diffi- 
culty; when  he  and  colonel  Arnold  crofTed  over  with 
S3  men,  and  landed  near  the  garrifon.  Here  a  difpute 
took  place  between  the  colonels,  the  latter  became  af- 
fuming  and  fwore  he  would  go  in  firft,  the  other  fwore 
he  mould  not.  The  gentlemen  prefent  interpofed,  and 
the  matter  was  accommodated  upon  the  footing  that 
both  fhould  go  in  together.  They  advanced  a  long 
fide  of  each  other,  colonel  Allen  on  the  right  hand  of 
colonel  Arnold,  and  entered  the  port  leading  to  the  fort, 
in  the  gray  of  the  morning.  A  fentry  fnapped  his  fufee  10, 
at  colonel  Allen,  and  then  retreated  through  the  covered 
way  to  the  parade ;  the  main  body  of  the  Americans  fol- 
lowed, and  immediately  drew  up.  Captain  De  la  Place, 
the  commander,  was  furprifed  a  bed  in  his  room.  He  was 
ordered  to  give  up  the  fort ,-  upon  his  aflcing  by  what 

authority, 
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authority,  colonel  Allen  replied,  "  I  demand  it  in  the 
name  of  the  great  Jehovah  and  the  continental  con- 
grels." The  congrels  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  and 
did  not  commence  their  exiftence  till  ibme  hours  after ; 
when  they  began  their  feffion,  they  chofe  the  honorable 
Peyton  Randolph  prefident,  and  Mr.  Charles  Phomjon  fe- 
cretary,  each  with  a  unanimous  voice  5  and  having  agreed 
*•  That  the  reverend  Mr.  Duche  be  requefled  to  open 
the  congrels  with  prayers  to-morrow  morning,,,  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  acquaint  him  with  their  re- 
queft,  adjourned  till  the  next  day.  Had  captain  De  le 
Place  been  upon  the  parade  with  his  men,  he  could 
have  made  no  effectual  refifrance.  The  fort  was  out  of 
repair,  and  he  had  but  about  thirty  effectives.  CouJd 
he  have  gained  timely  intelligence,  he  might  have  pro- 
cured a  reenforcement  from  St.  John's.  You  have  the 
particulars  of  the  military  flores  taken  at  Tyconderoga 
below  *.  After  colonel  Allen  had  landed,  the  boats 
were  fent  back  for  the  remainder  of  the  men  under  co- 
lonel Seth  Warren,  but  the  place  was  furpriied  before 
he  could  get  over.  Immediately  upon  his  joining  the 
fuccefsful  party,  he  was  fent  off  to  take  poiTeffion  of 
Crown  Point,  where  a  fergeant  and  twelve  men  performed 
garrifon  duty;  but  the  greaterl  acquifition  was  that  of 

*  Between  112  and  120  iron  cannon  from  6  to  24  pounders — $& 
-fwivels  of  different  fizes — 2  ten  inch  mortars — 1  howitzer— 1  cohorn — . 
10  tons  of  muiket  balls — 3  cart  load  of  flints — 50  new  carnages — a 
confulerable  quantity  of  (hells — a  warehoufe  full  of  materials  to  carry 
on  boat  building — ico  ftand  of  fmall  anus 10  calks  of  very  indif- 
ferent powder — 2  brafs  cannon — 30  barrels  of  flour — 18  barrels  of 
pork,  and  fome  beans  and  peas. 

The  prifoners  were  the  captain,  a  lieutenant,  a  gunner,  2  fcrgeants, 
and  44.  rank  and  file,  befuk  women  and  children, 

more 
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more  than  a  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  The  complete 
command  of  Lake  Champlain  was  cf  high  importance 
to  the  Americans,  and  could  not  be  effe died  without 
their  getting  pofiefllon  of  a  (loop  of  war  lying  at  St. 
John's,  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake.  It  was  determined 
to  man  and  arm  a  fchooner  lying  at  South  Bay,  and  that 
colonel  Arnold  mould  command  her,  and  that  colonel 
Allen  mould  command  the  batteaus,  a  name  generally 
affixed  to  boats  of  a  particular  conftruction,  calculated 
for  navigating  the  lakes  and  rivers,  and  drawing  but. 
little  water,  though  heavily  laden.  The  wind  being 
frefh  in  the  fouth,  the  fchooner  out  failed  the  batteaus,. 
and  colonel  Arnold  furprifed  the  floop.  The  wind  fhift- 
ing  fuddenly  to  the  north,  and  blowing  frefh,  in  abouC 
an  hour's  time  colonel  Arnold  failed  with  the  prize  and 
fchooner  for  Tyconderoga,  and  met  colonel  Allen  with 
his  party. 

The  furprife  of  Skeenjborough  was  fo  conducted,  thaf 
the  negroes  were  all  fecured,  and  major  Skeen,  the  fon, 
taken  while  out  a  mooting,  and  his  flrong  ftone  houfe 
pofTefTed,  and  the  pafs  completely  gained,  without  any 
bloodfhed,  the  fame  as  at  Tyconderoga.  Had  the  ma- 
jor received  the  lead  intimation,  the  attempt  mufl  have 
mifcarried ;  for  he  had  about  fifty  tenants  nigh  at  hand, 
befides  eight  negroes  and  twelve  workmen. 

Colonel  Allen  foon  left  Tyconderoga,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Arnold,  with  a  number  of  men, 
who  agreed  to  remain  in  garrifon. 

When  the  news  of  Tyconderoga's  being  taken  reached  i  g, 
the  continental  congrefs,  they  eaxneftly  recommended  it 
to  the  committees  of  the  cities  and  counties  of  New 
Ifork  and  Albany,   immediately  to  caufe  the  cannon 

and 
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and  flores  to  be  removed  from  thence  to  the  fouth  end 
of  Lake  George ;  but  that  an  exact  inventory  fhould  be 
taken  of  them,  cc  in  order  that,  they  may  be  fafely  re- 
turned, when  the  refloration  of  the  former  harmony  be- 
tween Great  Britain,  and  thefe  colonies,  fo  ardently 
wifhed  for  by  the  latter,  mall  render  it  prudent  and  con- 
fident with  the  over-ruling  law  of  felf-prefervation." 
Whatever  may  be  the  drift  of  a  few  in  congrefs,  the 
body  wifh  to  keep  the  door  open  for  an  accommodation. 
This  was  apparent  in  the  advice  they  gave  the  New 
Yorkers,  three  days  before  the  preceding  recommenda- 
tion. The  city  and  county  of  New  York  applied  to 
them  for  information  how  to  conduct  toward  the  troops 
expected  there.  The  congrefs  refolved,  "  That  it  be 
recommended,  for  the  prefent,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
New  York,  that  if  the  troops  which  are  expected,  mould 
arrive,  the  faid  colony  act  on  the  defenfive,  fo  long  as 
may  be  confiflent  with  their  fafety  and  fecurity ;  that  the 
troops  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  barracks,  fo  long 
as  they  behave  peaceably  and  quietly,  but  that  they  be 
not  fuffered  to  erect  fortifications,  or  take  any  fleps  for 
cutting  off  the  communication  between  the  town  and 
country,  and  that  if  they  commit  hoflilities  or  invade 
private  property,  the  inhabitants  fhould  defend  them- 
felves  and  their  property,  and  repel  force  by  force  -,  that 
the  warlike  (lores  be  removed  from  the  town  ;  that  places 
of  retreat,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  be  provided  for  the  wo- 
men and  children  of  New  York ;  and  that  a  fufficient 
number  of  men  be  imbodied,  and  kept  in  conflant  rea- 
dinefs  for  protecting  the  inhabitants  from  infuk  and  in- 
jury." 

Let  us  come  to  the  Maflachufetts* 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Hancock  having  been  chofen  at  the  laft  election, 
on  December  5,  1774,  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  ge- 
neral congrefs ;  and  the  time  approaching  when  it  be- 
came neceffary  for  him  to  prepare  for  his  journey,  Dr. 
Jofeph  Warren  was  chofen  prefident  of  the  provincial 
congrefs  pro  tempore. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bofton  lodged  with  the  feleclmen,  April 
according  to  agreement  with  general  Gage,  1778  fire27* 
arms,  634  piftols,  273  bayonets,  and  38  blunderbufies. 
The  fame  day  the  provincial  congrefs  recommended  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fea-ports,  the  removal  of  their 
effects,  &:c. 

A   circular  letter  was  written  to  the  feveral   towns  284 
of  the   colony,  wherein   after  noting  the  affair   of  the 
nineteenth,  it  was  faid,  cc  We  conjure  yon,  by  all  that 
is  dear,  by  all  that  is  facred,  that  you  give  all  afilflance 
poflible  in  forming  the  army.    Our  all  is  at  flake.  Death 
and  devaftation  are  the  certain  confequerices  of  delay. 
Every  moment  is  infinitely  precious.     An  hour  lofc  may 
deluge  your  country  in  blood,  and  entail  perpetual  fla- 
very  upon  the  few  of  your  poflerity,  who  may  furvive 
the  carnage.     We  beg  and  entreat,  as  you  will  anfwer 
it  to  your  country,  to  your  confciences,  and  above  all 
as  you  will  anfwer  it  to  God  himfelf,  that  you  will  haflen 
and  encourage,  by  all  poflible  means,  the  inliftment  of 
men  to  form  the  army  -,  and  fend  them  forward  to  head 
quarters  at  Cambridge,  with  that  expedition  which  the 
vafl  importance  and  inftant  urgency  of  the  affair  de- 
mand."    This  addrefs  was  attended  to,  the  men  difco- 
vered  a  readinefs  to  turn  out  for  the  falvation  of  their 
country,  and  the  women  applied  themfelves  with  cheer- 
fulnefs  to  the  fitting  out  of  their  hufbanis,  fathers  and 
Vol.  II.  C  brother s,. 
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brothers,  for  the  important  expedition,  while  the  dan- 
gers of  it  were  overlooked  or  difregarded.  After  a  few 
days  continuance  before  Bofton,  great  numbers  returned 
home ;  fome  to  follow  their  bufinefs,  and  others  to  pro- 
cure neceffaries  for  the  time  they  had  inlifted,  or  meant 
to  inlift  for.  During  the  interval  between  this  return, 
and  the  provincials  referring  afrefh.  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, the  land  entrance  into  and  out  of  the  town  by 
the  neck,  was  next  to  unguarded.  Not  more  than  be- 
tween fix  and  feven  hundred  men,  under  colonel  Le- 
muel Robinfon  of  Dorchefter,  were  engaged  in  defend- 
ing fo  important  a  pafs,  for  feveral  days  together.  For 
nine  days  and  nights  the  colonel  never  fhifted  his  clothes, 
nor  lay  down  to  fleep ;  as  he  had  the  whole  duty  upon 
him  even  down  to  the  adjutant,  and  as  there  was  no 
officer  of  the  day  to  affift.  The  officers,  in  general,  had 
left  the  camp,  in  order  to  raife  the  wanted  number  of 
men.  The  colonel  was  obliged  therefore,  for  the  time 
mentioned,  to  patrole  the  guards  every  night,  which 
gave  him  a  round  of  nine  miles  to  traverie. 
May  The  Maffachufetts  congrefs  allotted  to  the  different 
*■  towns,  the  five  thoufand  poor  expected  out  of  Bofton, 
Rhode  I  (land  and  Connecticut  had  made  paper  money, 
with  which  to  furnifh.  a  plentiful  fubftitute  for  -cafh,  and 
to  anfwer  prefent  exigencies.  The  men  repairing  from 
thefe  colonies,  for  the  defence  of  the  Maffachufetts,  were 
fupplied  with  this  money ;  the  Maffachufetts  therefore 
refolved,  that  it  fhould  pals  in  all  payments. 

The  general  affembly  of  Connecticut  appointed  Dr. 
Johnfon,  and  Oliver  Wolcot  efq.  a  committee  from 
their  body,  to  wait  upon  general  Gage,  and  defired  the 
governor  to  write  in  their  name  to  the  general,  relative 

to 
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to  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  the  late  unfortunate 
tranfactions  in  the  Maffachufetts.  He  wrote  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  April;  and  the  committee  repaired  to 
Bofton  with  the  letter.  Both  the  provincial  congrefs 
and  the  committee  of  fafety  were  greatly  alarmed  at  the 
tranfactkm.  The  firft  wrote  to  the  delegates,  whom  2* 
they  had  fent  to  the  colony,  reprefenting  to  them  the 
fatal  confequences  that  might  follow,  upon  any  one  co- 
lony's undertaking  to  negotiate  feparately,  either  with 
parliament,  miniftry,  or  their  agent  here.  The  lafl 
wrote  to  the  colony  itfelf,  entreating  it  to  afford  imme- 
diately all  poftible  aid.  Governor  Trumbull  acquainted 
them,  in  his  anfwer  of  May  the  4th,  that  they  need  not 
fear  their  firmnefs,  deliberation  and  unanimity,  to  pur- 
fue  meafures  which  may  appear  belt  for  common  defence 
and  fafety;  and  that  Connecticut  will  be  cautious  of 
trufting  promifes,  which  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  any 
to  evade. 

On  the  fame  day,  on  which  general  Gage  fent  a  fen-     3* 
fible  and  refpectful  anfwer  to  governor  Trumbull,  the 
Maffachufetts  congrefs  empowered  the  receiver  general 
to  borrow  75,0001.  flerling  upon  notes,  bearing  an  in- 
tereft  of  fix  per  cent,  that  fo  they  might  fupport  their 
forces  ;  they  alfo  forwarded  difpatches  to  the  general  con- 
grefs,   containing   accounts  of  their   proceedings.     In. 
their  letter  they  mentioned,  cc  The  fudden  exigency  of 
our  public  affairs,    precluded  the  poffibility  of  waiting 
for  your  direction   in  thefe  important  meafures,  more 
efpecially  as   a  confiderable    reinforcement  from  Great 
Britain  is  daily  expected  in  this  colony,  and  we  are  now 
reduced  to  the  fad  alternative  of  defending  ourfeives  by 
arms,  or  fubmitting  to  be  flaughtered."     They  modeftly 

C  2  fuggefted 
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fbggefted  the  necefiity  of  a  powerful  army  on  the  fide 
of  America.  They  took  notice,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
many  of  their  fea-ports,  had  removed,  and  were  remov- 
ing their  families  and  effects,  to  avoid  deftruclion  from 
the  fnips  of  war ;  and  expreffed  their  confidence  in  the 
wifdom  and  ability  of  the  continent  to  fupport  them, 
fo  far  as  it  fhould  appear  necefTary  for  the  common 
caufe  of  tke  American  colonies. 

+.  The  committee  of  liifety  wrote  to  the  governor  and 

company  of  Connecticut,  mofb.  earneftly  prefling  them 
to  fend  immediately  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  that  fo 
an  important  poll  might  be  fecured,  which  otherwife 
the  enemy  would  be  likely  to  pofTefs  themfelves  of,  as 
ibon  as  their  reinforcement  arrived.  The  troops  were 
defired  to  be  forwarded  in  companies  as  faft  as  they 
could  be  got  ready.  They  fent  alfo  to  Rhode  I  Hand, 
and  urged  their  marching  a  body  of  troops  to  affifl  on 
the  like  occaRon.  They  proceeded  to  refolve,  <c  That 
the  public  good  requires  that  government  in  full  form 
ought  to  be  taken  up  immediately."  Advice  was  receiv- 
ed, that  a  number  of  tranfports  with  troops  were  juft 
arrived  at  Bofton  from  England. 

S*  The  provincial    congrefs    refolved,    cc  That  general 

Gage  has,  by  the  late  tranfactions,  and  many  other 
means,  utterly  difqualified  himfelf  from  ferving  this  co- 
lony as  a  governor,  or  in  any  other  capacity ;  and  that 
therefore  no  obedience  is  in  future  due  to  him ;  but  that 
on  the  contrary,  he  ought  to  be  confidered  and  guarded 
againft,  as  an  unnatural  and  inveterate  enemy  to  the 
country." 

9.  The    committee    of  lafety  ordered    the  command- 

ing office  s  of  ten  neighbouring  towns,  to  march  one 

half 
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half  of  the  militia,  and  all  the  minute  men  under 
their  command,  forthwith  to  Roxbury,  that  lb  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops  might  not  come  and  pofTefs  themfelves  of 
that  poft.  Before  it  was  properly  ftrengthened,  general 
Gage  entertained  fnch  defign.  General  Thomas  who 
commands  there,  gained  information  of  what  was  in- 
tended, on  the  day  it  was  to  be  executed.  His  whole 
force  confided  only  of  feven  hundred  men.  The  poft 
comprehended  a  large  broad  high  hill.  A  road  leads  to 
the  top  of  it,  vifible  in  fome  parts,  to  perfons  at  trie 
entrance  into  Boflon ;  it  paries  over  the  hill  and  de- 
fcends  into  a  hollow,  from  whence  you  can  turn  orrV 
and  paffing  circuitoufly  enter  again  upon  the  faid  road. 
The  general  took  advantage  of  this  circumftance,  and 
continued  marching  his  feven  hundred  men  round  and 
round  the  hill,  by  which  he  multiplied  their  appearance, 
to  any  one  who  was  reconnoitring  them  at  Boflon.  The 
drefs  of  the  militia  was  extremely  various,  and  confided 
of  their  common  clothing,  which  prevented  the  dis- 
covery of  a  deception,  that  might  otherwifc  have  been 
foon  detected^  had  they  worn  a  uniform  and  poiTefTed 
regimental  enfigns.  This  warlike  impofition  moil  pro- 
bably prevented  general  Gage's  attacking  and  carrying 
the  poft,  by  the  porTeftion  of  which  he  would  have  had 
it  in  his  power  to  direct  his  march  to  any  part  of  the 
country  he  pleafed.  The  colonels  of  the  feveral  regi- 
ments were  ordered  to  repair  immediately  to  Cambridge, 
with  the  men  they  had  inlifted ;  and  part  of  the  cannon 
and  ftores  to  be  removed  to  fome  diftance  for  fecurity ; 
and  breaft  works  to  be  erected  at  different  places,  to 
prevent  the  enemy's  pairing  into  the  country  from  Bof- 
ton  neck,  and  to  annoy  them  if  they  croffcd  thfe  river 

C  3  an4 
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and  advanced  through  Charleftown,  or  if  they  attempted 
going  by  water  to  Medford.  The  Maffachufetts  congrefs 
'concluded  on  difarming  the  difaffected  inhabitants ;  and 
that  no  perfon  fhould  move  with  his  effects  out  of  the 
colony,  unlefs  leave  was  granted. 
*  £•  They  refolved  upon  a  letter  to  the  eaftern  tribe  of  In- 
dians, to  fecure  their  friendfhip,  and  engage  them  on 
the  fide  of  the  colonies,  and  propofed  to  raife  a  com- 
pany of  them  to  ferve  in  the  war.  Four  days  after,  the 
committee  of  fafety  voted,  that  captain  John  Lane  have 
inlifting  papers  for  raifing  fuch  company.  The  pro- 
vincials reprobate  in  the  bitterer!  terms,  the  idea  of  the 
Indians  being  employed  by  the  miniflry  againft  them- 
felves ,  fo  that  there  is  a  feeming  inconfrflency  in  their 
attempting  to  engage  them  againft  the  Britifh  troops. 
But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  Indians  will  proba- 
bly take  part  with  the  one  fide  or  the  other ;  for  th/ough 
a  reftlefs  warlike  temper,  they  are  not  in  common  dif- 
pofed  to  obferve  a  neutrality ;  and  that  there  is  a  wide 
difference  between  employing  them  againft  armed  fol- 
diers,  and  letting  them  loofe  upon  defencelefs  fettlers, 
men,  women  and  children. 

Skirmifhes  were  occafioned  at  different  times  and 
places,  by  the  attempts  of  each  party  to  carry  off  flock 
from  the  ftnall  iflands,  with  which  the  bay  of  Bof- 
ton  is  agreeably  interfperfed,  and  afforded  the  mixt 
fpe&acle  of  ihips  boats  and  men  engaged  by  land 
and  water.  Thefe  fmall  engagements  were  not 
trifling  in  their  confequences.  The  advantage  was 
generally  on  the  fide  of  the  Americans,  which  elated 
,  their  fpiiits.  They  alfo  learnt  from  them  to  face 
danger,  and  to  run  hazards  5  and  it  is  by  being  habi- 
tuated 
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tuated  to  thefe,  that  probably  the  greater!  quantum  of 
courage  is  acquired.  Frequent  fkirmifhes  are  good  pre- 
paratives, by  which  to  qualify  raw  foldiers  to  fight  as 
veterans  in  fet  battles. 

Two  floops,    and  an  armed  fchooner  with  foldiers,   zu 
failed  to  Grape  Ifland  to  get  hay.     The  provincials  fol-> 
lowed  them  as  foon  as  the  tide  admitted,  drove  them 
off  by  their  approach,  burnt  ail  the  hay,  about  eighty 
ton,  and  brought  off  the  catde  from  the  ifland. 

A  committee  having  been  appointed  to  inquire  what  24- 
was  the  flock  of  powder  in  certain  towns,  reported,  that 
in  thirty-nine  towns  in  Suffolk,  Efiex,  Middiefex,  Ply- 
mouth and  Worcefler,  there  were  67 1  barrels.  The  reft  of 
the  towns  in  the  colony  had  none  worth  mentioning.  How 
painful  a  circumflance,  the  fmall  quantity  of  powder, 
to  thofe  Americans,  who  have  any  idea  of  the  great 
confumption  which  war  occafions  !  The  want  of  it  had 
been  fenfibly  felt  for  fome  time ;  and  therefore,  befide 
the  adoption  of  other  meafures,  orders  were  given 
for  the  importation  of  that,  and  other  military  (lores ; 
but  it  muil  be  long  before  they  can  be  procured  in  this 
way,  mould  they  come  fafe. 

The  Cerberus  arrived  at  Boflon  with  the  three  gene-  2;. 
rals,  Howe,  Clinton,  and  Burgoyne.  They  were  fo 
aflured  in  their  own  miftaken  apprehenfions,  that  there 
would  be  no  occafion  to  draw  the  fword  in  fupport  of 
minifterial  meailires,  that  they  had  prepared  to  amufe 
themfelves  with  hTning  and  other  diverfions,  inftead  of 
expecting  to  be  engaged  in  military  fervice.  They 
were  aftonifhed  at  the  fituation  of  affairs,  and  when  in 
company  with  generals  Gage  and  Haldiman,  aiked  how 
the  fortie  happened.     General  Haldiman  anfwered,  "  I 

C  4  knew 
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knew  nothing  about  it,  till  the  barber  came  in  to  fhave 
me,  and  faid,  that  the  troops  were  gone  out  and  that  they 
had  been  fighting.      I   did  not  choofe  that  he  fhould 
know  I  got  my  information  from  him.      I    therefore 
called  my  footman,  and  fent  him  out  upon  a  frivolous 
errand,    well  knowing,  that  if  there  was  any  truth  in 
what  the  barber  reported,  he  would  bring  me  word  of 
it,  which  he  did.      In  this  way  I  became  acquainted 
with  what  had  happened."     The  newly  arrived  generals 
declared  their  furprife  in  the  figniflcant  looks  which  fol- 
lowed this  relation  from  the  fecond  in  command. 
May       About  fix  hundred  of  the  Maffachufetts  and  New 
3 ?•     Hampfhire  forces  were  employed  to  bring  off  the  flock 
from  Hog  I  (land  and  Noddles  I  Hand,  which  lie  contw 
guous :    the  intervening  paffage  is  fordable  at  certain 
times  of  the  tide.     A  party  went  on  and  fired  the  hay 
and  barn  on  Noddles  Ifland,    on  which  a  number  of 
marines    crofTed  from    Bofton ;    and,    upon   the   pro- 
vincials retreating  to  Hog  Ifland,  were  decoyed  down 
to  the  water  fide,  when  a  hot  action  commenced,  which 
did  not  clofe  with  the  day,     The  king's  troops  amount- 
ed to  forne  hundreds,  and  were  fupported  by  an  armed 
fchooner  of  four  fix  pounders  and  twelve  fwivels,    an 
armed  (loop,  and  the  barges  all  fixed  with  fwivels.    The 
provincials  were  commanded  by  general  Putnam.     Dr. 
Warren's  zeal  and  courage  would  not  admit  of  his  re- 
maining at  a  diflance :    upon  hearing  what  was  going 
forward,  he  repaired  to  the  fpot  to  encourage  the  men. 
They  had  two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  well  ferv- 
ed,    and  did  confiderable  execution.      The  night  was 
very  dark,  but  the  action  continued  all  through  it.    To- 
ward morning  the  fchooner  got  aground  upon  Winni- 

fimme^ 
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fimmet  ferry  ways ;  the  Britifh  were  obliged  to  aban- 
don her,  and  the  provincials  boarded,  and  after 
{tripping  her  of  every  thing  valuable,  fet  her  on  fire. 
They  loft  not  a  man,  and  had  only  three  wounded,  not 
one  mortally.  The  regulars  were  faid  to  have  differed 
very  much,  not  to  have  had  lefs  than  two  hundred  killed 
and  wounded.  The  lofs  was,  probably,  greatly  exag- 
gerated:  that,  however,  had  a  good  effecl  on  the 
provincials.  The  affair  was  matter  of  no  fmall  triumph 
to  them,  and  they  felt,  upon  the  occadon,  more  cou- 
rageous than  ever. 

The  provincials  went  afrefh  on  Noddles  I  (land,  and   30. 
burnt  the  manfion  houfe,  which  anfwered  no  good  pur- 
pofe  whatever.     But  there  are  too   many,  who  deftroy 
property  merely  becaufe  of  its  having  belonged,  or  being 
fuppofed  to  belong  to  thofe  Americans,  who  have  taken 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion  in  the  prefent  contro- 
verfy.     The  ftock,  confiding  of  between  five  and  fix 
hundred  fheep  and  lambs,  twenty  head  of  cattle,  befides 
horfes,  was  taken  off  by  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
The  next  day  five  hundred  fheep  and  thirty  head  of  cattle 
were  removed  off  Pettick's  I  Hand  by  a  party  under  co- 
lonel Robinfon.      On  the  night  of  June  the  fecond,  June 
eight  hundred  fheep  and  lambs,  together  with  a  number  2' 
of  cattle,  were  carried  off  Deer  Ifland  by  a  corps  of  pro- 
vincials under  major  Greaton. 

The  agreement  with  general  Gage,  relative  to  the 
inhabitants  leaving  the  town  of  Boflon,  was  well  obferved 
in  the  beginning ;  and  their  requeft  was  granted,  with 
the  approbation  of  all.  But  after  a  fhort  time,  they 
were  detained  upon  the  plea,  that  perfons  going  from 
thence  for  the  goods  of  thofe  who  chofe  to  abide  there  were 

not 
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not  properly  treated.  The  embarraffments  and  delays  which 
the  inhabitants  had  to  contend  with,  induced  the  provin- 
cial congrefs  to  order  the  fending  of  a  letter  to  general 
Gage,  to  remonilrate  with  him  upon  the  fubject.  The 
letter  however  did  not  anfwer.  The  truth  is,  after  a 
number  were  allowed  to  depart,  great  clamors  were 
raifed.  Such  perfons  as  were,  or  pretended  to  be  well 
affected  to  the  Britifh  government,  alleged  that  none 
but  the  ill-inclined  were  for  removing,  and  that  when 
they  were  fafe  with  their  effects,  the  town  would  be  fet 
on  fire.  A  demur  foon  afterward  arofe  about  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  effeols^  whether  merchandife  was  in- 
cluded ;  and  the  general,  being  fenfible,  that  the  per- 
mitting articles  of  that  kind  to  be  carried  out,  might 
ftrengthen  the  Americans  in  their  refiftance,  would  not 
admit  of  their  removal.  This  proved  a  hardfhip 
to  many  who  quitted  the  town,  as  it  deprived  them 
of  the  refource  for  living  in  their  accuftomed  af- 
fluence. In  a  variety  of  inflances,  the  paffports  were 
fo  conducted,  that  families  were  cruelly  divided ; 
wives  were  feparated  from  their  hufbands ;  children 
from  their  parents  -,  the  aged  and  the  fick  from  their 
relations  and  friends,  who  wifhed  to  attend  and 
comfort  them.  The  general  was  very  averfe  to  the 
allowing  of  women  and  children  to  leave  Bofton,  think- 
ing they  contributed  to  the  lafety  of  the  place,  and  pre- 
vented his  being  attacked  -,  but  of  that  no  real  danger 
exifted,  notwithftanding  the  high  tone  of  the  people 
without,  and  the  intimations  of  fome  within  the  town. 
Numbers  of  the  poor  and  heiplefs  were  however 
fent  out,  and  fevcral  of  them  infected  with,  or  not  fully 

recovered 
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recovered  from  the  fmall-pox,  by  which  mean  the  pro- 
vincials were  greatiy  endangered. 

Thefe  were  employed  in  collecting  their  force,  from  every 
quarter,  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  which  could  not  be  dif- 
penfed  with,  confidermg  the  reinforcements  which  had 
arrived,   and  were  arriving  at  Bofton.     But  they  were     3. 
diftreifed  for  want  of  money  3  and  a  letter  was  difpatched, 
by  the  Maffachufetts  congrefs,  to  their  receiver  general, 
upon  the  abfoiute  neceffity  of  paying  the  colony  forces 
immediately,    and  directing  his    attendance  forthwith; 
and  alfo  acquainting  him,  that  a  gentleman  at  Salem 
had  375 1.  fterling,  which  he  was  willing  to  lend  the  pro- 
vince, and  which  would  be  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
pay  directly  to  the  foldiers,  and  might  prevent  the  greateft 
mifchiefs.     The  want  of  cafh  obliged  them  to  have  a 
recourfe  to  province  notes,  which  they  {truck  off  night 
and  day,  for  the  advance  pay  of  the  men  who  had  in- 
lifted. 

They  were  better  off  as  to  provifion,  and  efcablifhed  i©# 
a  too  plentiful  allowance,  beyond  what  the  troops  could 
expend.  By  the  general  return  of  the  army  at  Cam- 
bridge, it  amounted  on  the  ninth  to  1581  officers,  com- 
miflioned  and  non-commiffioned,  fergeants,  &c.  and 
6063  privates,  in  all  7644.  But  fuch  was  the  want  of 
regularity,  that  no  dependence  could  be  had  upon  its  ex- 
actnefs.  The  number  of  privates  was  probably  much 
aggravated.  Too  many  of  the  officers  did  not  fcruple 
to  make  falfe  returns  for  their  own  emolument.  The 
large  proportion  of  them  mows  that  the  regiments  were 
far  from  being  full,  or  were  much  over-officered.  Seve- 
ral of  the  Maflachufetts  officers  are  miferable  tools,  and 
muft  be  difcarded  fooner  or  later.     It  is  owing  to  their 

having 
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having  been  elected  by  the  very  privates  they  command  ; 
and  to  the  refignations  of  a  number  who  had  govern- 
mental commiffions,  but  have  thrown  them  up,  from 
an  apprehenfion  that  the  Americans  will  not  fucceed  » 
this  gave  an  opening  for  a  fa  of  fellows  totally  def- 
titute  of  both  courage  and  honor,  to  pufh  themfelves 
forward  and  get  chofen. 

r2.  General  Gage  iffued  a  proclamation  offering  a  par- 
don in  the  king's  name,  to  all  who  mould  forthwith 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  peaceable  oc- 
cupations, except  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock. 
All,  who  did  not  accept  of  the  proffered  mercy,  who 
ihould  protect,  affifl,  conceal  or  correfpond  with  fuch, 
were  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors.  It  alfo  declared, 
that  as  a  flop  was  put  to  the  due  courfe  of  juftice,  martial 
law  fhould  take  place  till  the  laws  were  reftored  to  their 
due  efficacy.  The  proclamation  had  no  other  effect  than 
to  put  the  provincials  upon  looking  out  for  the  opera- 

$4.  tions  which  were  to  fucceed.  The  Maffachufetts  con- 
grefs  chofe  their  prefident,  Dr.  Warren,  fecond  major 
general  in  their  own  forces  -y  the  firft  having  been  chofen 
the  day  before. 

A  difcovery  has  been  made,  which  will  deliver  down 
to  polterity  the  name  of  governor  Hutchinfon,  loaded 
with  infamy.  An  accident  has  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  the  Americans,  the  books  of  his  copied  letters  to  the 
minivhy  and  others,  in  his  own  hand  writing.  By  means 
of  them,  the  feveral  charges  brought  againft  him,  of 
his  enmity  to  his  own  colony,  of  his  confummate  du- 
plicity, of  his  advifmg  miniftry  to  alter  the  charter,  and 
to  ufe  force  for  the  eftablifhment  of  their  plans,  and  of 
his  affuring  them  that  they  would  meet  with  no  effectual 

refinance 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  2<? 

refinance  from  the  boafting  fons  of  liberty,  whofe  cou- 
rage would  certainly  fail  them  when  put  to  the  trial,  have 
been  authenticated  beyond  the  poffibility  of  a  denial. 

When  he  quitted  the  province,  all  his  furniture  was 
left  behind  in  his  feat  at  Milton.  After  the  Lexington 
engagement,  the  committee  of  the  town  removed  it,  in 
order  to  fave  it  from  being  totally  ruined.  Mr.  Samuel 
Henfhaw*,  defirous  of  feeing  how  the  houfe  looked, 
when  ftript  of  all  the  furniture,  repaired  thither  with  the 
gentleman  who  had  the  key.  He  went  at  length  up 
into  a  dark  garret,  where  he  difcovered  an  old  trunk, 
which  he  was  told  was  left  behind,  as  it  contained 
nothing  but  a  parcel  of  ufelefs  papers.  Curiofity  led 
him  to  examine  them,  when  he  foon  difcovered  a  letter 
book  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon's,  which  he  fecured,  and 
then  polled  away  to  Dr.  Warren,  to  whom  he  related 
what  had  happened ;  on  which  an  order  was  foon  fent 
to  general  Thomas  at  Roxbury,  to  pofTefs  himfelf  of 
the  trunk.  It  was  brought  to  his  quarters  :  and  there, 
through  the  imprudent  exultations  of  fome  about  the 
general,  the  contents  were  too  often  expofed  to  perfons 
reforting  thither,  and  fome  fingle  letters  conveyed  away  : 
one  for  the  public  good,  it  being  thought  that  if  the 
fame  was  generally  known,  it  might  be  of  differvice  in  the 
prefent  moment,  as  it  had  not  a  favorable  afpecl  upon 
the  ftaunch  patriotifm  of  Mr.  Hancock.  The  letter 
books  and  other  papers  were  afterward  taken  proper  care 
of  j  and  have  been  fubmitted  to  my  inipedtion.  Many 
of  his  letters,  befide  what  have  already  appeared,  will 
be  printed :  thofe  you  meet  with  as  his,  in  the  Bofton 

*  Since  collector  of  impoft  and  excite  for  the  county  of  Suffolk 
in  the  MaiTachufetts, 

8  Gazette, 
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Gazette,  or  actually  taken  from  it,  you  may  depend 
upon  as  genuine,  and  faithfully  copied. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  behaved  much  to  the  fatisfaction  of 
the  public  as  judge  of  probates.  He  was  ready  to  affift,- 
in  a  moil  obliging  manner,  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
with  his  advice,  whenever  their  bufinefs  called  them  be- 
fore him.  As  chief  juftice  he  was  not  exceptionable, 
only  when  he  fupported  the  c<*ufe  of  government  againft 
the  claims  of  the  people.  When  in  the  chair  of  the  flrft 
magiftrate,  his  appointments  to  different  offices  were 
generally  of  men  well  qualified  for  difcharging  the  duties 
of  the  fame,  though  moflly  fupporters  of  government: 
he  was  advifed  by  a  Britiih  naval  officer  to  fecure  MefT. 
Hancock  and  S.  Adams  by  promoting  them;  but  re- 
plied, that  though  fuch  a  fcheme  might  anfwer  in  regard 
to  Mr.  H.  it  would  not  as  to  Mr.  A.  for  it  would  be 
only  giving  him  more  power  to  aid  him  in  his  opposi- 
tion, and  that  he  mould  not  be  able  afterward  to  remove 
him.  Under  the  charter  the  governor  cannot  remove 
from  offices  without  the  confent  of  the  council;  and 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  knew  that  Mr.  S.  Adams's  intereft  in 
the  council  would  be  greater  than  his  own.  He  was 
ufed  to  profefs  the  warmeft  attachment  to  the  good  of 
his  native  colony,  and  that  he  was  ever  aiming  to  pro- 
mote its  happinefs ;  and  would  frequently  fhow  the  let- 
ters he  had  written  about  the  time  of  the  ftamp-acl,  in 
oppoiition  to  that  meafure.  He  ingratiated  himfelf  by 
his  free,  familiar,  and  condefcending  intercourfe  with  the 
common  people,  whom  he  would  join,  walk  and  con- 
verfe  with,  in  his  way,  from  the  meeting  to  his  feat. 
On  thefe  accounts  he  had  a  number  of  friends  and  advo- 
cates, who  thought  highly  of  him ;  but  fince  the  difco- 
5  very 
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very  of  his  letters,  they  begin  to  own  that  they  were 
deceived  in  the  man,  and  wofully  miftaken  in  the  good 
opinion  they  entertained  of  him.  He  will  be  execrated 
in  America  if  not  in  Great  Britain. 

The  difpatches  forwarded  to  the  general  congrefs  from 
the  MafTachufetts  the  beginning  of  May,  led  on  to  their 
refolving  themfelves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
take  into  confideration  the  date  of  America.  Before 
they  finifhed  this  great  bufinefs,  they  refolved  unani- 
moufly  Cf  That  all  exportations  to  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia, 
the  ifland  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  Georgia,  except 
the  parifh  of  St.  John's,  and  to  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida, 
immediately  ceafe,  and  that  no  provifion  of  any  kind, 
or  other  neceflaries,  be  furnifhed  to  the  Britifh  fifheries, 
on  the  American  coafts,  until  it  be  otherwife  determined 
by  the  congrefs."  The  parifh  of  St.  John's  was  ex- 
cepted, as  it  had  fent  a  delegate  to  congrefs.  They 
continued  to  fit  in  committee  from  day  to  day  till  the 
24th,  when  the  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,  being  un- 
der a  neceffity  of  returning  home,  and  the  chair  being 
thereby  vacated,  they  unanimoufiy.  chofe  the  honorable 
John  Hancock  efq;  prefident. 

A  report  from  the  committee  being  read,  the  congrefs  May 
came  unanimoufiy  into  certain  reiblutions ;  and  among  zt* 
other  matters  thev  refolved,  "That  the  colonies  be 
immediately  put  into  a  ftate  of  defence :  but  that,  as 
they  moll  ardently  wifii  for  a  reiteration  of  the  harmony 
formerly  fubfifting  between  the  mother  country  and  thefe 
colonies,  for  the  promotion  of  this  mod  deferable  re- 
conciliation, an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  be  prefented 
to  bis  majefty."  It  was  then  refolved,  but  not  unani- 
moufiy, cc  That  meafures  be  entered  into  for  opening 

a  nego- 
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a  negotiation,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  unhappy* 
difputes  fubfifting  between  Great  Britain  and  thefe  colo- 
nies, and  that  this  be  made  a  part  of  the  petition  to 
the  king." — Afterward  cc  That  the  militia  of  New  York 
be  armed  and  trained,  and  in  conftant  readinefs  to  act 


at  a  moment  s  warning. 


>» 


Mr.  Dickinfon,  the  author  of  the  farmers  letters,  is 
now  a  member  of  congrefs  for  Pennfylvania.  His  heart 
was  much  engaged  in  bringing  about  a  reconciliation, 
and  he  labored  hard  in  procuring  a  fecohd  petition  to 
the  king ;  but  it  was  oppofed.  by  feveral,  and  occafioned 
ftrong  debates  for  fome  days.  However  for  the  fake  of 
congreffional  harmony  it  was  at  length  unanimoufly  agreed 
to;  as  they  that  oppofed  it  had  not  the  leaft  idea  of  its 
proving  effectual,  from  a  full  perfuafion  that  the  Britifh 
miniftry  would  be  fo  irritated,  by  what  had  happened 
on  April  the  nineteenth,  as  to  reject  all  tenders  fhort  of 
full  fubmiflion.  Thefe  neverthelefs  declined  voting,  that 
meafures  for  a  negotiation  ihould  make  a  part  of  the 
petition.  Since  the  Lexington  engagement,  many  of 
the  New  Englanders  believe,  that  the  conteft  muft  end 
in  abfolute  flavery  or  real  independence. 

Congrefs  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Canadians,  ftiling  them 
29'  the  opprej/ed  inhabitants  of  Canada,  and  themfelves  friends 
and  countrymen.  It  was  defigned  to  perfuade  them,  that 
their  prefent  form  of  government  is  a  form  of  tyranny, 
and  that  they,  their  wives  and  children,  are  made  flaves ; 
to  prevent  their  taking  a  part  againft  the  colonies  in  the 
prefent  conteft;  and  to  procure  a  union  of  all  in  defence 
of  common  liberty. 

It 
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It  wasrefolved,  <c  That  no  provifions  of  any  kind  bcJunc 
furnilhed  or  fupplied  to  or  for  the  ufe  of  the  Britifh. 
army  or  navy,    in  the   MafTachufetts-bay,    or   of  any 
tranfport." 

Congrefs,  for  the  firft  time,  ftiled  the  colonies  THE  7* 
TWELVE  UNITED  COLONIES,  in  a  rcfolve, 
cc  That  Thurfday  the  20th  of  July,  be  obferved  through- 
out the  twelve  united  colonies,  as  a  day  of  humiliation, 
failing  and  prayer.  From  henceforward  the  united  colo- 
nies will  corne  into  ufe. 

Major  Skeen  (the  father)  of  Skeenfborough,  with  g* 
other  officers,  upon  their  arriving  the  evening  before  at 
Philadelphia,  in  a  vefTel  from  London,  were  taken  into 
cuftody.  Congrefs  being  informed  of  it,  and  that  the 
faid  Skeen  had  been  lately  appointed  governor  of  the 
forts  of  Tyconderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and  had  de- 
clared that  he  was  authorized  to  raife  a  regiment  in 
America ;  they  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  his 
papers,  as  alfo  thofe  of  a  lieutenant  in  the  regulars. 

They,  having  been  applied  to,  by  a  letter  of  May  i6th,  fy 
from  the  MaiTachufetts  convention,  for  their  explicit  ad- 
vice, refolved,  cc  That  no  obedience  being  due  to  the 
aft  of  parliament  for  altering  the  charter  of  the  colony 
of  Maflachufetts-bay,  nor  to  a  governor  or  lieutenant 
governor  who  will  not  obferve  the  directions  of,  but 
endeavour  to  lubvert  that  charter,  the  e-overnor  and 
lieutenant  governor  of  that  colony  are  to  be  confidered 
as  abfent,  and  their  offices  vacant ;  and  as  there  is  no 
council  there,  and  the  inconveniencies  arifing  from  the 
fufpenlion  of  the  powers  of  government  are  intolerable; 
that,  in  order  to  conform  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  fpirit 
and  fubftance  of  the  charter,  it  be  recommended  to  the 
provincial  convention  to  write  letters  to  the  inhabitants 
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of  the  feveral  places,  entitled  to  reprefentation  in  affem- 
bly,  requefting  them  to  chooie  fuch  reprefentatives ;  and 
that  the  afTembly,  when  chofen,  do  elect  counfellors ; 
and  that  fuch  afTeinbly  or  council  exercife  the  powers  of 
government,  until  a  governor  of  his  majefly's  appoint- 
ment will  confent  to  govern  the  colony  according  to  its 
charter." 
10,  It  was  recommended  to  the  united  colonies  to  collect 
ialt-petre  and  fulphur,  and  to  manufacture  the  fame  into 
gun-powder  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Congrefs  agreed  to  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  "  That  fix  companies  of  expert  rifle- 

- 

men  be  immediately  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  two  in 
Maryland,  and  two  in  Virginia ;  and  that  each  com- 
pany, confuting  of  fixty-eight  privates,  befide  officers, 
march  as  foon  as  completed,  and  join  the  army  near 
Bofton,  to  be  there  employed  as  light  infantry.'* 

j  r%  They  proceeded  to  choofe  by  ballot  a  general  to  com- 
mand all  the  continental  forces,  and  George  IVajhington 
efq;  was  unanimoufly  elected. 

1 6.  The  prefident  informed  him  of  the  choice  which  the 
congrefs  had  made,  and  of  their  requefting  his  accept- 
ance of  that  employment.  Colonel  Washington,  Hand- 
ing in  his  place,  anfwered, 
"  Mr.  Prefident, 
*c  Though  I  am  truly  feniible  of  die  high  honor  done 
me  in  this  appointment,  yet  I  feel  great  diftrefs  from  a 
confcioufnefs,  that  my  abilities  and  military  experience 
may  nor.  be  equal  to  the  extenfive  and  important  truft. 
However,  as  the  congrefs  defire  it,  I  will  enter  upon 
the  momentous  duty,  and  exert  every  power  I  poffefs  in 
their  fervice,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the  glorious  caufe. 
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fC  I  beg  they  will  accept  my  moft  cordial  thanks  for  this 
diftinguifhed  teftimony  of  their  approbation. 

<c  But,  left  ibme  unlucky  event  mould  happen  un- 
favorable to  my  reputation,  I  beg  it  may  be  remem- 
bered by  every  gentleman  in  the  room,  that  I  this  day 
declare,  with  the  utmoft  fincerity,  I  do  not  think  my- 
felf  equal  to  the  command  I  am  honored  with. 

"  As  to  pay,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  aflure  the  congrefs, 
that  as  no  pecuniary  confideration  could  have  tempted 
me  to  accept  this  arduous  employment,  at  the  expence 
of  my  domeftic  eafe  and  happinefs,  I  do  not  wifh  to 
make  any  profit  from  it.  I  will  keep  an  exact  account 
of  my  expences.  Thofe,  I  doubt  not,  they  will  dis- 
charge, and  that  is  all  I  defire." 

The   colonel  did  not  afpire  to  the  honor  of  com- 
manding the  army  -,  he  was  even  folicitous  to  avoid  it, 
upon  an  apprehenfion  of  his  inadequacy  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  fervice.     The  partiality  of  congrefs  how- 
ever, aflifted  by  a  political  motive,  rendered  his  reafons 
unavailing  ;  and  led  him  to  cc  launch  into  a  wide  and  ex- 
tenfive  field,  too  boundlefs  for  his  abilities,  and  far,  very 
far  beyond  his  experience"  as  his  prevailing  modefiy  in- 
duced him  to  exprefs  himfelf.     He  is  dauntlefs,  active,, 
attentive  to  bufinefs,  temperate,   humane,  formed  for 
gaining  and  fecuring  the  affections  of  officers  and  foldi- 
ers,  far  from  haughty  and  fupercilious,  though  natu- 
rally referved ;  which  is  a  quality  that  may  fecure  him 
from    anfwering,    without   offending,    many    improper 
queftions,  that  the  New  Englanders  will  be  likely  to  afk, 
for  they  are  amazingly  addicted  to  inquifitivenefs :  this 
is  greatly  owing  to  the   equality  that  prevails  among 
them,  and  leads  them  into  thofe  mutual  freedoms,  which 
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are  cenfured  in  places  where  diftinction  in  fortune  and 
rank  are  far  more  prevalent  and  difproportioned.  The 
perfonal  appearance  of  the  colonel  is  noble  and  en- 
gaging. He  certainly  porTefTes  ftrong  powers  of  mind, 
which  will  tend  much  to  fupply,  in  a  fhort  feafon,  any 
prefent  deficiencies,  that  the  want  of  more  extenfive 
reading,  and  of  mere  practical  knowledge  in  military 
matters,  may  inevitably  occafion.     His  days  have  been 

- 

fpent  in  America,  and  he  has  had  little  opportunity 
of  feeing  fervice.  As  you  have  already  been  informed, 
in  1755  he  prevented  the  total  ruin  of  the  Britifh  troops 
after  general  Braddock's  defeat,  by  covering  their  retreat 
with  his  rangers :  but  he  has  never  been  accuftomed  to 
the  command  of  a  regular  regiment,  to  which  is  to  be  im- 
puted his  faying  to  the  volunteers  he  lately  commanded  in 
Virginia,  that  a  gun  and  a  good  fword  or  hanger  was  all 
the  foldier  wanted,  without  mentioning  a  word  of  the 
bayonet — it  was  all  that  the  ranger  wanted.  When  the 
laft  French  war  was  clofed,  the  cefiions  made  to  Britain 
in  thefe  American  regions,  cut  off  all  expectation  of 
future  hodile  armies  in  the  country  j  and  made  the  pro-* 
feffed  ftudy  of  the  arts  of  war  fuperBuous  to  a  perfon 
inclined  to  the  pleasures  of  a  plantation. 

Though  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Davis,  whom  you  well 
remember  when  at  London,  inferted  the  following  note 
in  a  fermon  of  his  on  fome  fpecial  occafion,  Cf  I  may 
point  out  to  the  public  that  heroic  youth  colonel  Wafli- 
ington,  whom  I  cannot  but  hope  Providence  has  hitherto 
preferved  in  fo  fignal  a  manner  for  fome  important  fer- 
vice to  his  country  :"  yet  as  no  human  knowledge  could, 
at  that  period,  fathom  the  events  of  the  prefent  day, 
and  as  there  was  no  evidence  of  its  being  in  any  degree 

prophetic,, 
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prophetic.  It  can  be  afcribcd  only  to  the  admiration  the 
author  felt  while  contemplating  the  character  of  the 
colonel.  But  his  being  a  perfon  of  ftrict  honor  and 
probity,  was  undoubtedly  a  main  reafon  with  congrefs 
for  electing  him  to  the  chief  command  of  the  American 
army.  They  are  fully  perfuaded  of  his  patriotism,  that 
it  is  not  pretended ;  that  he  will  not  betray  the  caufe 
of  the  united  colonies ;  that  he  will  not  lavifh  away 
thofe  fcanty  Supplies,  which  call  for  the  greateft  oeco- 
nomy ;  that  he  will  never  prey  upon  the  vitals  of  his 
ccuntrv  to  enrich  himfelf,  nor  countenance  others  in 
doing  it ;  that  while  he  is  intruded  with  the  power  of 
the  fword,  he  will  pay  a  facred  regard  to  the  civil  rights 
of  his  fellow  fubjects ;  and  that  he  will  not  add  need- 
lefs  barbarity  to  the  unavoidable  horrors  and  calamities 
of  war.  He  does  not  underftand  French ;  the  know- 
ledge of  which  many  will  view  as  an  important  accom- 
plishment, efpecially  fhould  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
fent  rupture  make  the  aid  of  France  hereafter  a  de- 
firable  acquifition.  But  fhould  the  times  ever  induce 
French  adventurers  to  repair  in  (hoals  to  head  quarters, 
he  may  blefs  his  ignorance  for  fecuring  him  from  many 
impertinent,  long,  and  tirefome  applications  of  military 
men,  of  no  eminence  and  little  worth,  mere  foldiers  of 
fortune,  who  are  after  rank  and  riches,  both  of  which 
the  united  colonies  fhould  deal  out  with  a  parfimonious 
hand,  in  accommodation  to  their  own  circumftances. 
He  entered  on  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age  the  i  ith 
of  laft  February.  You  will  wifh  to  know  the  political 
motive,  which  may  have  fwayed  colonel  Wafhington. 
You  muft  not  look  for  it  in  any  fuppofed  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  Britifli  government,  after  he  had  done  them 
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fuch  eminent  fervice  in  covering   the  retreat  of  their 
troops  in  1755.     This  may  be  infinuated  to  lefien  his 
character.     But  did  he  even  think  himfelf  flighted  at 
the  time,  he  would  fcarce  have  remembered  it,  much 
lefs  have  harboured  any  refentment  upon  the  occafion, 
for  twenty  years  together.     The  political  motive  muft 
certainly  have  been  of  another  nature.     It  was  probably 
complex.     A  common  danger  has  united  the  colonies ; 
but  has  not  eradicated  all  the  jealoufies  that  before  ex- 
ifled  among  them.     New  York.,  Pennfylvania,  and  the 
colonies  to  the  fouthward,  have  not  fuch  confidence  in 
the  MarTachufetts-bay,    as  to  admit  that  one  of  their 
own  natives  mould  be  the  commander  in  chief.     There 
is  too  great  a  nationality  among  the  Bay-men :  fuch  a 
one   might  be   unduly  prejudiced  in  favor  of  his  own 
colony.     Befide,  colonel  Wafhington  and  the  other  co- 
lonifbs  were  in  purfuit  of  an  honorable  accommodation, 
and  had  not  the  moil  diftant  thought  of  feparating  from 
Great  Britain.     They  could  not  be  certain,  whatever 
was  the  cafe  at  prefent,  that  the  Maffachufetts  would  not 
fhortly  aim  at  a  reparation :  it  was  then  a  matter  of 
confequence  who  headed  the  army.     Whatever  fome  of 
the  Maffachufetts  delegates  might  wifli  in  their  hearts, 
they  perceived  the  neceffity  of  accommodating  them- 
felves  to  the  inclinations  of  others,  at  fuch  a  crifis  5  and 
hence  the  unanimity  with  which  colonel  Wafhington  has 
been  elected  -3  for  though  it  was  by  ballot,  it  was  not 
without  pre-concerted  counfel. 
-,7  A  draught  of  general  Wafhington's  commiflion  was 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  fairly  tranfcribed,  figned 
and  delivered  to  him.  After  which  the  congrefs  de- 
claredj  that  they  would  maintain,  and  aflift,  and  adhere 

to 
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to  him,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  in  the  maintenance 
and  prefervation  of  American  liberty.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded to  choofe  by  ballot  Artemas  Ward  efq;  firft  major 
o-eneral,  Horatio  Gates  adjutant  general,  and  Charles 
Lee  efq;  fecond  major  general.  Two  days  after,  they 
chofe  Philip  Schuyler  efq;  third  major  general,  and  Ifrael 
Putnam  efq;  unanimoufly  fourth  major  general. 

Having  attended  to  the  proceedings  of  the  general 
congrefs,  down  to  the  choice  of  their  firft  orricers  to 
command  the  continental  army,  let  us  return  to  the 
Maflachufetts. 

The  committee  of  fafety,  having  received  various  June 
accounts  of  the  movements  of  general  Gage's  army,  and  *" 
of  his  intention  foon  to  make  an  attempt  to  penetrate 
into  the  country,  recommended  to  the  congrefs  the  or- 
dering of  all  the  militia  to  hold  themlelves  in  readinefs 
to  march  on  the  fhorteft  notice ;  and  to  the  council  of 
war,  the  maintaining  of  Bunker's  hill  by  a  fufficient 
force  polled  thereon,  and  the  taking  of  fuch  fleps  re- 
fpecting  Dorchefter  neck  as  to  them  mould  appear  to 
be  for  the  fecurity  of  the  colony.  Bunker's  hill  is  juft 
at  the  entrance  of  the  peninfula  of  Charleftown,  and  is 
confiderably  high  and  large. 

Orders  were  iiTued,  that  a  detachment  of  a  thoufand  i6= 
men,  under  colonel  William  Prefcott,  do  march  at 
evening  and  intrench  upon  the  hill.  By  fome  miflake 
Breed's  hill,  high  and  large  like  the  other,  but  fituated 
on  the  furtheft  part  of  the  peninfula  next  to  Bofton, 
was  marked  out  for  the  intrenchment  inftead  of  Bunker's. 
The  provincials  proceeded  therefore  to  BreecTs  hill;  but 
were  prevented  going  to  work  till  near  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  when  they  purfued  their  bufinefs  with  the  utmoft 
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diligence  and  alacrity,  fo  that  by  the  dawn  of  day  they 
had  thrown  up  a  fmall  redoubt,  about  eight  rods  fquare. 
Such  was  the  extraordinary  filence  which  reigned  among 
them,  that  they  were  not  heard  by  the  Britifh  on  board 
their  vefTels  in  the  neighbouring  waters.     The  fight  of 
the  works  was  the  firft  notice  that  the  Lively  man  of  war 
had  of  them,  when  the  captain  began  firing  upon  them 
about  four  in  the  morning.    The  guns  called  the  town  of 
Bofton,  the  camp  and  the  fleet  to  behold  a  novelty  which 
was  little  expected.  The  profpect  obliged  the  Britifh  gene- 
rals to  alter  the  plan  which  they  meant  to  execute  the  next 
day.  They  grew  weary  of  being  cooped  up  in  Bofton  ;  and 
had  refolved  upon  making  themfelves  mailers  of  Dor- 
chefler  heights,  and  fecuring  the  elbow  room  which  gene- 
ral Burgoyne  propofed  enjoying.     But  the  prefent  pro- 
vincial movement  prevented  the  expedition.     They  were 
now  called  to  attempt  poffefling  themfelves  of  Breed's 
hill :  on  which  the  provincials  continued  working,  not- 
withftanding  a   heavy  fire  from   the  enemy's  fhips,  a 
number  of  floating  batteries,  and  a  fortification  upon 
Cop's  hill  in  Bofton,  directly  oppofite  to  the  little  Ame- 
rican redoubt.     It  is  called  Cop's  hill,  though  the  ori- 
ginal name  was  Cope's  hill,  from  the  name  of  the  firft 
owner.     An  incefiant  ftiower  of  fhot  and  bombs  was 
rained  by  the  batteries  upon  the  American  works,  and 
yet  but  one  man  was  killed.     The  Americans  continued 
laboring  indefatigably  till  they  had  thrown  up  a  fmall 
breaft-work,  extending  from  the  eaft  fide  of  the  redoubt 
to  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  but  were  prevented  com- 
pleting it  by  the  intolerable  fire  of  the  enemy.     By  fome 
unaccountable  error,  the  detachment  which  had  been 
forking  for  {lours,  was  neither  relieved,    nor  fupplied 
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with  refrefhment,  but  was  left  to  engage  under  thefe 
difadvantages. 

Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  and  the  day  exceed- 
ing hot,  a  number  of  boats  and  barges,  filled  with  re- 
gular troops  from  Bofton,  approach  Charlcflown.     The 
men  are  landed  at  Moreton's  point.     They  confift  of 
four  battalions,   ten  companies  of  the  grenadiers,  and 
ten  of  light  infantry,  with  a  proportion  of  field  artillery, 
but  by  fome  overfight  their  fpare  cartridges  are  much 
too  bis  for  them,  fo  that  when  the  Americans  are  at 
length  forced  from  their  lines,  there  is  not  a  round  of 
artillery    cartridges    remaining.     Major  general  Howe 
and  brigadier  general  Pigot,  have  the  command.     The 
troops  form,  and  remain  in  that  pofition,  till  joined  by 
a  fecond  detachment  of  light   infantry  and  grenadier 
companies,  a  battalion  of  the  land  forces,  and  a  batta- 
lion of  marines,  making  in  the  whole  near  upon  3000 
men.     Generals  Clinton  and  Burgoyne  take  their  ftand 
upon  Cop's  hill  to  obferve  and  contemplate  the  bloody 
anddeitrucYive  operations  that  are  now  commencing.  The 
regulars  form  in  two  lines,  and  advance  deliberately,  fre- 
quently halting  to  give  time  for  the  artillery  to  fire,  but 
it  is  not  well  ferved.     The  light  infantry  are  directed  to 
force  the  left  point  of  the  breaft-work,  and  to  take  the 
American  line  in  flank.     The  grenadiers  advance  to  at- 
tack in  front,  iiipported  by  two  battalions,  while  the 
left,  under  general  Pigot,  inclines  to  the  right  of  the 
American  line.     One  or  two  of  the  continental  regi- 
ments had  been  polled  in  Charleftown  j  but  afterward 
removed  to  prevent  their  being  cut  off  by  a  fudden  at- 
tack j  fo  that  the  Britiih  are  not  hurt  in  the  leaft  by  any 
pnufketry  from  thence,  whatever  may  hereafter  be  pre- 
tended ; 
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tended ;  neither  do  generals  Clinton  and  Burgoyne 
perceive  any  *,  though  properly  ftationed  for  obferving  all 
that  pafles.  General  Gage  had  for  fome  time  refolved 
upon  burning  the  town,  when  once  any  works  were 
raifed  by  the  Americans  upon  the  hills  belonging  to  it  f  : 
and  while  the  Britiih  are  advancing  nearer  and  nearer  to 
the  attack,  orders  come  to  Cop's  hill  for  executing  the  re- 
folution ;  foon  after  a  carcafs  is  difcharged,  which  fets  fire 
to  an  old  houfe  near  the  ferry  way ;  the  fire  fpreads,  and 
moft  of  the  place  is  inftantly  in  flames.  The  houfes  at 
the  eaftern  end  of  Charleflown  are  fired  bv  men  landed 
from  the  boats.  The  regulars  derive  no  advantage  from 
the  fmoke  of  the  conflagration,  for  the  wind  fuddenly 
fhifting,  carries  it  another  way,  fo  that  they  have  not 
the  cover  of  it  in  their  approach.  The  provincials  have 
not  a  rifleman  among  them,  not  one  being  yet  arrived 
from  the  fouthward  -,  nor  have  they  any  rifle  guns  j  they 
have  only  common  mufkets,  nor  are  thefe  in  general  fur- 
nifhed  with  bayonets;  but  then  they  are  almofl  all 
markfmen,  being  accuflomed  to  {porting  of  one  kind 
or  other  from  their  youth.  A  number  of  the  MafTa-- 
chufetts  troops  are  in  the  redoubt,  and  the  part  of  the 
breaft-work  neareft  it.  The  left  of  the  breaft-work,  and 
the  open  ground  ftretching  beyond  its  point  to  the  water 
fide,  through  which  there  has  not  been  the  opportunity  of 
carrying  the  work,  is  occupied  partly  by  the  Maflachufetts 

*  General  Eurgoyne's  Letter.  +  This  refolution  was  afligned 

by  a  near  female  relation  of  the  general,  to  a  gentlewoman  with  whom 
(he  had  been  acquainted  at  fchool,  as  a  reafon  why  the  other,  upon 
obtaining  a  pafs  to  quit  Bofton,  (hould  not  tarry  at  her  father's  (Mr, 
Caiy's}  houfe  in  Charleftowa. 
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forces,  and  partly  by  the  Connecticut,  under  capt.  Nolten 
of  Afhford,  and  the  New  Hampfhire  under  colonelStark. 
By   the  direction  of  the   officers,    the   troops    upon 
the   open   ground   pull   up   the    poll   and   rail   fence, 
and  carrying  it   forward  to   another  of  the  fame  kind, 
and  putting  fome   newly  mowed  grafs  between  them, 
form  a  flight  defence   in  fome  parts.     General  War- 
ren joins  the  Maffachufetts  forces   in   one  place,  and 
general  Pomeroy  in  another.     General  Putnam  is  bufily 
engaged  in  aiding  and  encouraging,  here  and  there  as 
the  cafe  requires.     The  provincials  are  impatiently  wait- 
ing the  attack  of  the  enemy.     What  fcenes  now  offer  to 
our  view  !     Here,  a  large  and  noble  town,  confiding  of 
about  300  dwelling  houfes,  and  near  upon  200  other 
buildings,  in  one  great  blaze,   burning  with  amazing 
fury,   being  chiefly  timber,  with  but  little  exception.. 
The  only  place  of  worihip,  a  large  commodious  meeting 
houfe,  by  its  afpiring  fteeple,  forms  a  pyramid  of  fire 
above  the  reft.     There,  in  Bofton,  the  fteeples,  houfes, 
and  heights,  are  covered  with  the  inhabitants,  and  thofe 
of  the  military,  whofe  duty  does  not  call  them  elfewhere. 
Yonder,  the  hills  around  the  country,  and  the  fields, 
that  afford  a  fafe  and  diftinct  view  of  the  momentous 
conteft,  are  occupied  by  Americans  of  all  ages  and  or- 
ders.    The  Britifh  move  on  fteadily,  but  flowly,  inftead 
of  uflng  a  quick  flep  5  which  gives  the  provincials  the 
advantage  of  taking  furer  and  cooler  aim.     Thefe  re- 
ferve  their   fire,   till  the  regulars  come  within  ten  or 
twelve  rods,  when  they  begin  a  furious  difcharge  of  fmall 
arms,  by  which  the  enemy  is  arretted,  and  which  they 
return  for  fome  time  without  advancing  a  itep.     The 
ftream.  of  American  fire  is  fo  inceflant,  and  does  fuch 
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execution,  that  the  regulars  retreat  in  diforder,  and  with 
great  precipitation  toward  the  place  of  landing,  and 
fome  feek  refuge  even  in  their  boats.  The  officers  arc 
feen  by  the  fpeclators  on  the  oppofite  fhore,  running 
down  to  them,  ufing  the  moft  paffionate  geflures,  and 
pufhing  them  forward  with  their  fwords.  At  length 
they  are  rallied ;  but  march  with  apparent  reluctance  up 
to  the  intrenchment.  The  Americans  again  refervc 
their  fire,  till  the  enemy  come  within  five  or  fix  rods  -, 
then  difcharge  their  well-directed  pieces,  and  put  them 
a  fecond  time  to  flight.  Such  is  the  lois  already 
fuflained,  that  feveral  of  the  officers  fay,  <c  It  is  down- 
right butchery  to  lead  the  men  on  afrefh  againft  the 
lines."  But  Britifh  honor  is  at  flake :  thefe  muft 
therefore  be  carried.  General  Howe  and  the  officers 
double  their  exertions.  General  Clinton  perceiving  how 
the  army  is  ftaggered,  paries  over,  without  waiting  for 
orders,  and  joirs  them  in  time  to  be  of  fervice.  The 
united  and  flrenuous  efforts  of  the  different  officers  are 
again  fuccefsful,  notwithflanding  the  men  difcover  an 
almoft  infuperable  averfion  to  renewing  the  attack.  The 
Americans  are  in  want  of  powder,  fend  for  a  fupply, 
but  can  procure  none ;  for  there  is  but  a  barrel  and  a 
half  in  the  magazine.  This  deficiency  difables  them 
from  making  the  fame  defence  as  before ;  while  the 
Britifh  reap  a  further  advantage  by  bringing  fome  cannon 
to  bear  fo  as  to  rake  the  infide  of  the  breaft-work  from 
end  to  end ;  upon  which  the  provincials  retreat  within 
their  fort.  The  regular  army  now  makes  adecifive  pufh. 
The  fire  from  the  fhips  and  batteries  and  field  artillery 
is  redoubled.  The  officers  in  the  rear  goad  on  the  fol- 
diers,  and  the  redoubt  is  attacked  on  three  fides  at  once. 

The 
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The  provincials  are  of  necefiity  ordered  to  retreat  -,  but 
they  delay,  and  keep  the  enemy  at  bay  for  feme  time  with 
the  butt  ends  of  their  muikets,  till  the  redoubt  is  half 
filled  with  regulars ;  the  works  of  which  are  eafily 
mounted,  a  few  hours  only  having  been  employed  in 
throwing  them  up. 

While  thefe  operations  are  going  forward  at  the  bread- 
work  and  redoubt,  the  light  infantry  are  engaged  in  at- 
tempting to  force  the  left  point  of  the  former,  through 
the  fpace  between  that  and  the  water,  that  they  may 
take  the  American  line  in  flank.  They  exhibit  repeated 
proofs  of  undaunted  courage  \  but  the  refiftance  they 
meet  with  is  as  formidable  and  fatal  as  what  their  fellow 
foldiers  experience  in  the  other  quarter.  Here  the  pro- 
vincials alfo,  by  command,  referve  their  fire  till  the 
enemy  is  near,  and  then  pour  in  their  fhot  upon  the 
infantry  with  fuch  a  true  direction  and  amazing  fuccefs, 
as  to  mow  them  down  in  ranks.  Some  of  them  are 
(lightly  guarded  by  the  rail  fences  abovementioned ;  but 
others  are  quite  expofed,  and  more  than  is  needful j  and 
the  regulars  will  have  no  reafon  in  future  to  charge 
them  with  fighting  unfairly,  becaufe  of  their  ufing  de- 
fences, not  formed  by  military  rules,  and  workmen. 
The  engagement  between  the  two  parties  is  kept  up 
with  great  refolution ;  but  the  well-aimed  fire  of  the 
Americans  does  aftonifhino;  execution  ;  and  the  ftrenu- 
ous  exertions  of  the  regulars  cannot  compel  them  to  re- 
treat, till  they  obferve  that  their  main  body  has  left  the 
hill :  when  they  give  way,  but  with  more  regularity  than 
could  be  expected  from  troops  who  have  been  no  longer 
under  difcipline,   and  in  general  never  before  few  an 
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The  courage  and  conduct  of  die  provincials  that  op- 
pofed  the  light  infantry,  faved  their  co-patriots,  who 
were  overpowered  and  obliged  to  retreat  from  the  fort; 
and  who  muft  otherwife  have  been  cut  off,  as  the  ene- 
my, but  for  fuch  oppofition,  would  have  been  inflantly 
upon  the  back  of  the  redoubt.  While  thefe  brave  men 
were  retreating,  general  Warren  was  fhot  in  the  back 
part  of  his  head,  on  the  right  fide  * :  having  mechani- 
cally clapt  his  hand  to  the  wound,  he  dropt  down 
dead. 

The  retreat  of  the  Americans  lay  over  the  neck, 
which  joined  the  peninfula  of  Charleflown  to  the  main 
land ;  and  as  the  Glafgow  man  of  war  and  two  floating 
batteries  were  fo  flationed  as  to  rake  every  part  of  it 
with  their  ihot,  it  was  feared  that  they  would  be  cut  off 
after  all,  but  they  retired  with  very  little  lofs.  The  in- 
cefTant  fire  kept  up  by  the  fhip  and  batteries  acrofs  the 
neck  from  the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  prevented 
any  confiderable  reinforcements  getting  to  the  hill ;  but 
this  was  owing  more  to  the  cowardice  of  fome  provin- 
cial officers  than  to  the  execution  of  the  mot. 

The  number  of  Americans  engaged,  including  thofe 
who  dared  to  crofs  the  neck  and  join  them,  amounted 
only  to  fifteen  hundred ;  but  the  unengaged,  who  ap- 
peared in  various  parts,  did,  by  their  different  move- 
ments, lead  many  of  the  Bofton  fpectators  to  apprehend, 
at  that  diflance,  that  they  confifted  of  fome  thoufands. 

*  Mr.  afterward  major  Winflow,  of  the  American  artillery,  (who 
was  perfonally  acquainted  with  the  general,  and  crofted  over  from 
Bofton  to  the  place  of  action,  after  die  battle,  and  narrowly  furveyed 
the  body)  related  his  being  fo  (hot,  and  the  hand's  being  bloody  as  if 
by  the  wound. 

it 
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It  was  feared  by  the  Americans,  that  the  Britilli  troops 
would  pufh  the  advantage  they  had  gained,  and  march 
immediately  to  head  quarters  at  Cambridge,  about  two 
miles  dillant,  and  in  no  ftate  of  defence.  But  they  ad- 
vanced no  further  than  to  Bunker's-hill,  of  which  they 
porTeffed  themfelves  the  night  of  their  retreat  from  Lex- 
ington ;  and  here  they  threw  up  works  for  their  own  fe- 
curity.  The  provincials  did  the  fame  upon  Profpecl:- 
hill  in  front  of  them,  about  half  way  to  Cambridge. 
The  apprehenfions  of  each  fide  in  regard  to  the  other 
appeared  to  be  fimilar.  Both  were  guarding  againft  an 
attack,  and  in  hopes  of  preventing  it.  Had  the  refolu- 
tion  of  either  led  on  immediately  to  a  frefh  engagement, 
the  day  would  probably  have  been  far  more  decifive. 
But  the  lofs  of  the  peninfula  damped  the  courage  of  the 
Americans,  and  the  lofs  of  men  deprelfed  the  fpirits  of 
the  BritiiTi.  A  veteran  officer,  who  was  at  the  battles 
of  Dettingen  and  Minden,  and  at  feveral  others  in  Ger- 
many, has  faid,  that  for  the  time  the  engagement  laded, 
and  the  number  of  men  in  it,  he  never  knew  any  thing 
equal  it.  There  was  a  continued  fheet  of  fire  from  the 
provincials  for  near  half  an  hour,  and  the  action  was  hot 
for  about  double  that  period.  In  this  fhort  fpace,  the 
lofs  of  the  Britim,  according  to  general  Gage,  amounted 
to  1054,  of  whom  226  were  killed,  of  thefe  19  were 
commiffioned  officers,  including  a  lieutenant  colonel, 
2  majors,  and  7  captains ;  70  other  officers  were  wound- 
ed. Among  thofe  more  generally  regretted,  were  lieu- 
tenant colonel  Abercromby,  and  major  Pitcairn,  who 
occafioned  the  firft  fhedding  of  blood  at  Lexington.  The 
battle  of  Quebec  in  the  late  war,  with  all  its  glory,  and 
the  vaftnefs  of  the  confequences  it  produced,  was  not 

fo 
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fo  deftructive  to  the  Britifh.  officers  as  this  affair  of  an 
American  intrenchment,  the  work  of  only  a  few  hours. 
Even  at  the  battle  of  Minden,  where  the  Britifh  regi- 
ments fuftained  the  force  of  the  whole  French  army  for 
a  confiderable  time,  the  number  of  officers  killed,  in- 
cluding two  who  foon  died  of  their  wounds,  was  only 
13,  and  the  wounded  remaining  66  :  their  whole  lofs  in 
killed  was  291,  in  wounded  1037,  together  1328  *. 
That  the  officers  fuffered  fo,  muit  be  imputed  partly  to 
their  being  aimed  at  by  the  Americans ;  and  this  may 
account  for  moil  of  thofe,  who  were  near  the  perlbn  of 
general  Howe,  being  flain  or  difabled.  It  was  a  won- 
der, that  the  general  himfelf  efcapecL  The  men,  ha- 
bituated to  take  fight,  would  naturally  aim  at  the  offi- 
cers, without  expecting  or  waiting  for  orders,  from  an 
apprehenfion  that  much  confuiion  would  follow  upon 
their  dropping.  Gage's  account  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed is  large  5  but  does  not  equal  by  much  what  has  been 
given  to  one  of  the  felectmen  of  Bolton,  remaining  in 
town,  by  a  fergeant  who  declared  he  had  feen  the  re- 
turns from  the  proper  perfons,  the  total  of  which  was 
1325.  The  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  the  moment 
they  prefented  themfelves,  loft  three-fourths  of  their  men, 
and  in  a  few  inftances  more.  Of  one  company  only 
three  or  five,  and  of  another  only  fourteen  efcaped.  A 
number  of  tories  ferved  as  volunteers,  feveral  of  whom 
were  killed.  The  unexpected  refiftance  of  the  Ameri- 
cans called  forth  all  the  courage  and  exertions  of  the 
Britifh  officers,  which  did  not  fail  upon  the  occafion : 
but  whatever  commendations  they  are  entitled  to  upon 
that  account,  the  Americans  are  certainly  entitled  to  a 

*  Entick's  Hiftory  of  the  War  from  1755,  Vol,  IV.  p,  20.  primed 
for  Mr.  Dill/. 
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proper  portion  of  the  like  for  having  made  the  fame  necef- 
iary.  Thefe  have  now  wiped  away  the  reproaches  unjuftly 
caft  upon  them  by  their  enemies  in  Britain.  Let  fuch 
praife  the  fpirited  conduct  of  general  Howe  and  of  ge- 
neral Clinton ;  and  attribute  in  a  great  meafure  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  day  to  the  firmnefs  and  gallantry  of  general 
Pio-ot ;  but  let  them  no  more  pronounce  the  colonifts 
cowards,  who  will  fly  at  the  very  fight  of  a  grenadier's 
cap.  The  Britifh,  befide  gaining  the  peninfula,  took  . 
thirty  wounded  priibners,  and  five  pieces  of  cannon  out 
of  fix. 

The  lofs  of  the  provincials  has  been  trifling.  .   The 
killed  and  dead  of  their  wounds  are  139,  the  wounded 
living  278,  and  the  miffing  36,  in  all  453.     They  deeply  . 
regret  the  deaths  of  major  general  Warren,  of  colonel- 
Gardner  of  Cambridge,  of  lieutenant  colonel  Parker  of 
Chelmsford,    who  was  wounded,    taken  prifoner,    and 
perifned  in  Bofton  jail ;    of  major  Moore  and  major. 
M'Clany,  who  were  the  only  officers  of  diitinclion  that  . 
they  loft.     But  the  death  of  general  Warren  will  be  mod 
feverely  felt,    and  occafions  the  greateft  forrow.     His 
enemies  bear  teftimony  to  his  importance,  by  triumph- 
ing at  his  fall,  and  rating  it  as  better  to  them  than  500 
men.     Neither  refentment,  nor  interefted  views,  but  a 
regard  to  the  liberties  of  his  country,  induced  him  to 
oppofe  the  meafures  of  government.     He  fcepped  for- 
ward into  public  view,  not  that  he  might  be  noted  and 
admired  for  a  patriotic  fpirit,  but  becaufe  he  was  a  pa- 
triot.    He  was  a  gentleman  of  integrity,  in  whom  the. 
friends  of  liberty  could  confide.     The  foundnefs  of  his 
judgment  enabled  him  to  give  'good  advice  in  private 
confutations.    His  powers  o(  fpeech  and  reaibning  com- 
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manded  fefpect  and  gained  him  influence  in  the  provin- 
cial congrefs.  He  aimed  not  at  a  feparation  from,  but 
a  coalition  wkh  Britain,  upon  a  full  redrefs  of  grievances, 
and  a  reciprocal  intercourfe  of  interefls  and  affection. 
He  was  valued  in  private  life  for  his  engaging  manners, 
and  as  a  phyfician  for  his  profeflional  abilities.  The 
death  of  an  amiable  confort  had  made  his  life  of  the 
greater!:  importance  to  his  children ;  he  was  willing  how- 
ever to  rifk  it  in  the  fervice  of  the  public.  His  intre- 
pidity and  zeal  for  the  caufe  he  had  efpoufed,  together 
with  the  electing  voice  of  the  provincial  congrefs,  induced 
him  to  enter  upon  the  military  line.  Within  four  days 
after  his  appointment  to  a  major-gen  eralfhip,  he  fell  a 
noble  facrifice  to  the  natural  rights  of  mankind.  He 
was  of  a  middling  fize,  and  of  a  lowifh  ftature.  The 
Jadids  pronounced  him  handfome. 

The  tories  exulted  upon  the  acquifition  of  the  penin- 
fula  of  Charleftown  j  but  the  experienced  officers  in  the 
Britifh  fervice  thought  the  advantage  too  dearly  pur- 
chafed,  and  their  countenances  became  gloomy  upon 
the  occafion.  The  reafon  for  it  has  been  increafing 
from  the  frequent  and  multiplied  deaths  of  the  wounded. 
Thefe  have  fuffered  greatly  for  want  of  frefh  provifions 
and  other  fupplies,  which  the  country  alone  could  fur- 
nifTi ;  many  would  have  furvived,  had  they  been  as  well 
nuried  as  the  wounded  Americans  out  of  Bofton,  of 
whom  but  few  have  died;  with  regard  to  the  wounded 
prilbners  in  town,  there  are  complaints  of  their  having 
been  ill-treated, 

The  burning  of  Charleftown,  now  a  heap  of  ruins, 
though  before  the  prefent  troubles  a  place  of  great  trade, 
has  not  had  the  ieaft  tendency  toward  difcour aging  the 
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provincials  from  profecutirig  their  oppofition  to  minifte- 
rial  meafures,  whatever  might  have  been  the  intention, 
of  general  Gage.  It  has  not  excited  fear;  but  refent- 
ment,  wrath  and  execration.  Such  military  executions 
may  diftrefs  and  impoverim,  but  will  not  fubdue  the 
colonifts.  They  might  anfwer  in  the  old  world ;  but  are 
not  calculated  for  the  new. 

In  the  opinion  of  many,  general  Howe  was  charge- 
able with  a  capital  error  in  landing  and  attacking  as  he 
did.     It  might  originate  from  too  great  a  confidence  in 
the  forces  he  commanded,  and  in  too  contemptuous  an 
opinion  of  the  enemy  he  had  to  encounter.     He  certainly 
might  have  entrapped  the  provincials  by  landing  on  the 
narrowed  part  of  Charleftown  neck,  under  the  fire  of 
the  floating  batteries  and  mips  of  war.     Here  he  might 
have  ftationed  and  fortified  his  army,  and  kept  up  an 
open  communication  with  Bofton  by  a  water- carriage, 
which  he  would  have  commanded  through  the  aid  of  the 
navy,  on  each  fide  of  the  peninfula.     Had  he  attempted 
this  manoeuvre,  the  provincials  on  obferving  it,  muft 
have  made  a  rapid  retreat  from  Breed's-hill,  to  have  ef- 
caped  having  his  troops  in  their  rear,  and  being  enclofed. 
It  is  faid,  that  general  Clinton  propofed  it.     The  rejec- 
tion of  the  propofal,  if  really  made,  has  greatly  weak- 
ened the  Britifh  army,  and  probably  prevented  the  ruin 
of  the  American. 

The  colonifts  may  regret,  that  general  Howe  con- 
quered at  Breed's-hill;  but  had  the  provincials  driven 
him  back  into  Bofton,  it  might  have  been  of  far  greater 
detriment  to  the  common  caufe,  than  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs.  The  MafTachufetts  colony  would  fcarce 
have  been  eafy  under  the  appointment  of  general  Wafh- 
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ington  tt)  the  chief  command,  had  general  Ward  been 
crowned  with  the  laurels  of  victory.  The  victory,  as 
it  now  ftands,  will  make  the  appointment  go  down 
eafily,  and  prevent  objections.  Not  only  fo,  but  it  has 
occafioned  Gage's  dividing  his  army  to  fecure  the  con- 
quer!: he  has  made.  He  has  another  poll  to  maintain, 
which  will  employ  fo  great  a  force,  as  to  cramp  his  fu- 
ture operations.  Befides,  had  the  Britifh  been  driven 
back  into  -Bolton,  they  might  have  removed  to  New 
York,  which  would  have  anfwered  their  general  defign 
better  than  remaining  cooped  up  in  their  prefent  por- 
tion. In  that  city  and  colony  they  would  have  had 
many  more  friends.  There  it  is  that  the  miniftry  have 
their  greateft  influence.  That  would  have  been  the  fe- 
curePc  place  for  the  troops,  and  where  they  might  have 
procured  thofe  fupplies  from  the  country  which  they  are 
now  deprived  of.  By  early  reinforcements  from  Great 
Britain,  it  might  have  been  made  fo  ftrong  a  port,  as 
to  have  commanded  the  North  River,  and  cut  off  the 
communication  between  the  colonies  which  that  fepa- 
rates. 

The  provincials  have  been  indefatigable  in  throwing 
up  works,  and  fecuring  the  moft  expofed  parts  of  their 
lines  with  ftrong  redoubts  covered  with  artillery.  They 
had  ftrangely  neglected  fortifying  the  paflage  from  the 
neck  to  the  ppft  of  Roxbury,  and  even  the  port  itfelf  j 
but  fince  the  Breed's-hill  battle  they  have  compenfated 
for  the  defect ;  and  to  make  their  defence  the  more  per- 
fect, have  pulled  down  a  very  good  houfe,  (on  a  point 
where  the  road  coming  from  Bofton  divides)  which  was 
built  by  governor  Dudley,  and  to  whofe  falfe  politics 
many  are  ready  to  afcribe  the  early  origin  of  thofe  de- 

figns 
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figns  which  the  minifhy  are  now  endeavouring  to  accom- 
plilh.     The  miniflerial  army  abound   in  military  (lores 
and  artillery ;  and  are  not  {paring  in  throwing  {hells,  and 
fupporting  a  great  cannonade  upon  the  provincial  works, 
efpecially  at  Roxbury.     It  was  terrifying  at  firft  to  raw 
troops,  who  not  being  accuftomed  to,  expected  to  fuffer 
greatly  by  it.     Some  damage  has  been  done  among  the 
houfes    in   the   ftreet,    one   or   two    have  been   burnt, 
and  a  man  or   tv/o  killed.     But  the  provincials    {rati- 
oned   there    have    found    by  experience,    that  though 
the  noife  is  great,  the  damage  is  trifling,  and   therefore 
defpife  it.     They  are  fo  hardened  by  repeated  firing, 
that  a  cannonading  is  no  more  minded  than  a  common 
thunder  mower. 

Breed's-hiil  engagement  excited  freih   defires  in  the 

O     D 

inhabitants  of  Bofton  to  leave  the  town.  The  felectmen 
had  given  repeated  aflurances  to  general  Gzgc,  that  they 
had  delivered  up  their  arms  according  to  agreement : 
in  order  to  juftify  his  detaining  them,  he  ifiued  a  pro-  iune 
clamadon,  in  which  he  declared,  that  he  had  full  proof  l9% 
of  the  contrary,  and  that  many  had  been  perfidious  in 
that  refpecl,  and  had  fecreted  great  numbers.  Some 
few  might  fecrete  their  {porting  guns,  or  curious  arms. 
No  doubt  however  is  to  be  made,  but  that  the  greater!: 
part,  or  nearly  all  the  training  arms  were  delivered  up. 
The  impartial  world  will  fcarcely  acquit  him  of  having 
been  guilty  of  a  notorious  breach  of  faith,  even  admit- 
ting his  own  plea.  If  individuals  had  not  complied  with 
the  propofal  of  delivering  up  their  arms;  yet  as  the 
community  had  done  it,  the  innocent  were  entitled  to 
all  the  benefits  of  the  agreement.  Numbers  were  af- 
terward  allowed  to  quit  the  town,  but  not  to  take  their 
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effects,  though  that  was  ftipulated  in  the  beginning ;  the 
allowance  however  was  thought  to  be  owing  to  a  defire 
of  reducing  the  confumption  of  provisions,  when  a 
fcarcity  was  approaching. 

The  day  the  proclamation  appeared,  the  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  the  Oneida  tribe  of  Indians,  directed  the  fol- 
lowing fpeech  to  governor  Trumbull,  to  be  communi- 
cated by  him  to  the  four  New  England  provinces : 

c<  As  my  younger  brothers  of  the  New  England 
Indians,  who  have  fettled  in  our  vicinity,  are  now  going 
down  to  vifit  their  friends,  and  to  move  up  parts  of 
their  families  that  were  left  behind-— with  this  belt  by 
them,  I  open  the  road  wide,  clearing  it  of  all  obftacles, 
that  they  may  vifit  their  friends,  and  return  tQ  their  fet- 
dements  here  in  peace. 

<c  We  Oneidas  are  induced  to  this  meafiire  on  ac- 
count of  the  difagreeable  fituation  of  affairs  that  way  5 
and  we  hope  by  the  help  of  God,  they  may  return  in 
peace.'— ^We  earneftly  recommend  them  to  your  charity 
through  their  long  journey. 

<c  Now  we  more  immediately  addrefs  you  our  bro^» 
ther,  the  governor,  and  the  chiefs  of  New  England. 

iX  Brothers !— We  have  heard  of  the  unhappy  differ 
rences,  and  great  contention  between  you  and  Old  Eng- 
land.—We  wonder  greatly,  and  are  troubled  in  our 
minds, 

"  Brothers !— Poffefs  your  minds  in  peace  rejecting 
us  Indians.— We  cannot  intermeddle  in  this  difpute 
between  two  brothers.— The  quarrel  feems  to  be  unna- 
tural.^—You  are  two  brothers  of  one  Hood. — We  are  un- 
willing to  join  on  either  fide  in  fuch  a  conteft,  for  we 
bear  an  equal  affection  to  both  you  Old  and  New  Eng- 
land 
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}aad. — Should  the  great  king  of  England  apply  to  us 
for  aid — we  fhall  deny  him. — If  the  colonies  apply — we 
will  refufe. — The  prefent  fituation  of  you  two  brothers 
is  new  and  ftrange  to  us.  We  Indians  cannot  find,  nor 
recollect  in  the  traditions  of  our  anceftors,  the  like  cafe, 
or  a  fimilar  inftance. 

"  Brothers  ! — For  thefereafons  poiTefs  your  minds  in 
peace,  and  take  no  umbrage,  that  we  Indians  refufe 
joining  in  the  conteft. — We  are  for  peace. 

"  Brothers  ! — Was  it  an  alien,  a  foreign  nation,  who 
had  ftruck  you,  we  fhould  look  into  the  matter. — We 
hope,  through  the  wife  government  and  good  pleafure 
of  God,  your  diflrerTes  may  be  foon  removed,  and  the 
dark  clouds  be  difperfed. 

"  Brothers ! — As  we  have  declared  for  peace,  we 
defire  you  will  not  apply  to  our  Indian  brethren  in  New 
England  for  their  afliftance. — Let  us  Indians  be  all  of 
one  mind,  and  live  with  one  another ;  and  you  white 
people  fettle  your  own  difputes  betwixt  yourfelves. 

cc  Brothers ! — We  have  now  declared  our  minds — 
pleafe  to  write  to  us,  that  we  may  know  yours.  We 
the  Sachems  and  warriors,  and  female  governefTes  of 
Oneida,  fend  our  love  to  you  brother,  governor,  and  all 
the  other  chiefs  in  New  England." 

Signed  by  William  Sunoghfis,  Nicklajba  Wat/Jjaleagb, 
William  Kanagbquaefea,  Peter  Tbayeheare,  Jimmy  Tekay- 
aheare>  Nickhis  Aghfenhare,  i.  e.  garter ;  'Thomas  Togb- 
tanowea,  i.  e.  fpreading  of  the  dew ;  Adam  Ohomvanoy 
Quedellis  slgwerondongwas,  i.  e.  breaking  of  the  twigs ; 
Bander  eheks  Tegabjzveabdyen,  i.  e.  a  belt  (of  wampum) 
extended ;  Johnko'  Skeanendon,  Thomas  Tc:njea;hay  i.  e. 
/i  fallen  tree.     Above  a  hundred  years  back  9  Sachem 
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cf  family,  which  was  becoming  extinct,  adopted  a  nu- 
merous family,  and  to  commemorate  their  own  decay 
and  extinction,  called  the  adopted  "Teondealbay  which 
name  is  perpetuated,  as  are  feveral  of  their  family  names. 

The  fpeech  was  dated  from  Kanonwarohare>  i.  e.  a 
head  erected  on  a  pole. 

My  friend.,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Kirkland,  a  mif- 
fionary  among  the  Oneidas,  and  who  underftands  the 
language,  interpreted  and  wrote  the  above,  He  tells 
me,  that  the  Indian  names  of  men,  rivers  and  places, 
have  often  fpecial  meanings,  alluding  to  events  or  qua- 
lities, as  is  much  the  cafe  in  the  Hebrew  language, 
The  Indians  are  very  deliberate  in  their  fpeeches,  often 
paufing,  to  engage  a  clofer  attention  to  what  they  de- 
liver. They  have  a  prevailing  fpecies  of  politenefs,  fre- 
quently wanting  in  the  converfation  of  the  civilized 
Europeans,  too  apt  to  pronounce  them,  favages  and 
barbarians.  '  They  give  clofe  attention  to  the  perfon  ad- 
dreiiing  them,  They  do  not  interrupt  him  while  fpeak- 
ing,  but  wait  till  he  has  finilhed j  and  confider  it, 
as  great  rudenefs  to  be  interniDted.  In  their  councils 
every  one  is  heard  with  patience  in  all  that  he  has  to 
fay  ?  profound  filence  reigns  among  the  audience  to  the 
exclufion  of  all  diilurbance,  and  there  are  no  private 
confabulations. 

The  above  Indian  fpeech  feems  to  refer  to  one  which 
had  been  delivered  to  the  provincial  congrefs  eleven 
days  before,  by  the  Stockbridge  delegate,  being  the 
anfwer  of  the  Indians  dwelling;  there  to  a  meffage  of  the 
former  congrefs.  This  anfwer  was,  "  Brothers  !  we 
have  heard  you  fpeak  by  your  letter — we  thank  you  for 
it— we  now  make  anfwer,  «  Brothers  1  you  remem- 
ber 
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ber  when  you  firft  came  over  the  great  waters,  I  was 
great  and  you  was  little,  very  fmall.  I  then  took  you 
in  for  a  friend,  and  kept  you  under  my  arms,  fo  that 
no  one  might  injure  you :  fince  that  time  we  have  ever 
been  true  friends ;  there  has  never  been  any  quarrel  be- 
tween us.  But  now  our  conditions  are  changed. — You 
are  become  great  and  tall. — You  reach  to  the  clouds. — 
You  are  feen  all  round  the  world,  and  I  am  become 
fmall,  very  little.  I  am  not  fo  high  as  your  heel.  Now 
you  take  care  of  me,  and  I  look  to  you  for  protection. 
"  Brothers !  I  am  forry  to  hear  of  this  great  quarrel 
between  you  and  Old  England. — It  appears  that  blood 
muft  foon  be  Died  to  end  this  quarrel.  We  never  till 
this  day  underftood  the  foundation  of  this  quarrel  be- 
tween you  and  the  country  you  came  from.  Brothers  ! 
Whenever  I  fee  your  blood  running,  you  will  foon  find 
me  about  you  to  revenge  my  brother's  blood.  Although 
I  am  low  and  very  fmall,  I  will  gripe  hold  of  your 
enemy's  heel,  that  he  cannot  run  fo  fail:,  and  fo  light, 
as  if  he  had  nothing  at  his  heels. 

-"  Brothers !  You  know  I  am  not  fo  wife  as  you  are, 
therefore  I  afk  your  advice  in  what  I  am  now  going  to 
fay — I  have  been  thinking  before  you  come  to  action  to 
take  a  run  to  the  weftward,  and  feel  the  mind  of  my 
Indian  brethren  the  fix  nations,  and  know  how  they 
ftand,  whether  they  are  on  your  fide,  or  for  your  ene- 
mies.— If  I  find  they  are  againfl  you,  I  will  try  to  turn 
their  minds.  I  think  they  will  iiften  to  me,  for  they 
have  always  looked  this  way  for  advice  concerning  all 
important  news  that .  comes  from  the  riling  of  the  fun. 
If  they  hearken  to  me,  you  will  not  be  afraid  of  any 
danger  from  behind  you.     However  their  minds  are 

affected, 
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affected,  you  fhall  foon  know  by  me.  Now  I  think  I 
can  do  you  more  fervice  In  this  way  than  by  marching 
off  immediately  to  Bolton,  and  flaying  there,  it  may  be 
a  great  while  before  blood  runs.  Now  as  I  faid  you  are 
wifer  than  I,  I  leave  this  for  your  confederation,  whether 
I  come  down  immediately,  or  wait  till  I  hear  ibmc 
blood  is  fpilled. 

cc  Brothers  !  I  would  not  have  you  think  by  this,  that 
we  are  falling  back  from  our  engagements.  We  are 
ready  to  do  any  thing  for  your  relief,  and  fhall  be 
guided  by  your  counfel. 

cc  Brothers !  One  thing  I  afk  of  you,  if  you  fend  for 
me  to  fight,  that  you  will  let  me  fight  in  my  own  In- 
dian way.  I  am  not  ufed  to  fight  Englifh  fafhion, 
therefore  you  muft  not  expect  I  can  train  like  your  men. 
Only  point  out  to  me  where  your  enemies  keep,  and 
that  is  all  I  fhall  want  to  know." 

This  fpeech  was  delivered  the  eleventh  of  April  1775, 
by  the  chief  Sachem  of  the  Moheokoumick  tribe  of  In- 
dians, refiding  at  Stockbridge,  after  fitting  near  two 
days  in  council.  The  provincial  congrefs  ordered  the 
following  reply  on  the  eighth  of  June,  viz. 

<c  Brothers  !  We  this  day,  by  the  delegate  from 
Stockbridge,  firft  heard  of  your  friendly  anfwer  to  our 
fpeech  to  you  by  captain  William  Goodrich,  which  an- 
fwer we  are  told  you  made  to  us  immediately  by  a  let- 
ter, which  we  have  not  yet  received. — We  now  reply. 

iC  Brothers !  You  fay  that  you  was  once  great,  but 
that  you  are  now  little ;  and  that  we  were  once  little, 
but  are  now  great.  The  fupreme  Spirit  orders  thefe 
things. — Whether  we  are  little  or  great,  let  us  keep  the 
path  of  friendfhip  clear,  which  our  fathers  made,  and 

in 
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in  which  we  have  both  travelled  to  this  time. — The 
friends  of  the  wicked  counfellors  of  our  king,  fell  upon 
us,  and  ihed  fome  blood,  foon  after  we  fpake  to  you 
laft  by  our  letter. — But  we  with  a  fmall  twig  killed  fo 
many,  and  frightened  them  fo  much,  that  they  have 
fhut  themfelves  up  in  our  great  town,  called  Bofton, 
which  they  have  made  ftrong.  We  have  now  made  our 
hatchets,  and  all  our  inftruments  of  war,  iharp  and 
bright. — All  the  chief  counfellors,  who  live  on  this  fide 
the  great  water,  are  fitting  in  the  grand  council-houfe 
in  Philadelphia,  when  they  give  the  word,  we  fhall  all 
as  one  man  fall  on,  and  drive  our  enemies  out  of  their 
ftrong  fort,  and  follow  them  till  they  fhall  take  their 
hands  out  of  our  pouches,  and  let  us  fit  in  our  council- 
houfe,  as  we  ufed  to  do,  and  as  our  fathers  did  in  old 
times, 

"  Brothers !  Though  you  are  fmall,  yet  you  are  wife, 
Ufe  your  wifdom  to  help  us. — If  you  think  it  belt,  go 
and  fmoke  your  pipe  with  your  Indian  brothers  toward 
the  fetting  of  the  fun,  and  tell  them  of  all  you  hear  and. 
all  you  fee ;  and  let  us  know  what  their  wife  men  fay.— 
If  fome  of  your  young  men  fhould  have  a  mind  to  fee 
what  we  are  doing  here,  let  them  come  down  and  tarry 
among  our  warriors.— We  will  provide  for  them  while 
they  are  here. 

"  Brothers !  When  you  have  any  trouble,  come  and 
tell  it  to  us,  and  we  will  help  you." 

To  captain  Solomon  Ahhaminauwaumuty  chief  Sachem 
of  the  Moheakounuck  Indians. 

The  MafTachufetts  congrefs  wrote  to  the  feveral  towns,  June 
,  .at  the  continental  congrefs  refolved  on  the  9th  inftant, 

<c  that 
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"  that  no  obedience  being  due  to  the  act  of  parliament 
for  altering  the  charter  of  the  colony,  &c.  (as  in  page  33) 
and  directed  them  to  elect  one  or  more  freeholders  to  re- 
prefent  them  in  a  great  and  general  court,  to  be  held  upon 
the  1 9th  of  July  at  Watertown.  They  alio  chofe  colonel 
Heath  major  general,  in  the  place  of  the  late  general 
Warren. 

Before  general  Washington  left  Philadelphia,  the  con- 
tinental congrefs  chofe  by  ballot  eight  brigadier  generals, 
Z2t  Seth  Pomeroy  efq;  of  the  Maffachufetts  colony,  the  firft  j 
Richard  Montgomery  efq;  of  New  York,  the  fecond  ; 
David  Woofter  efq;  of  Connecticut,  the  third ;  William  | 
Heath  efq;  of  the  Maffachufetts,  the  fourth;  Jofeph 
Spencer  efq;  of  Connecticut,  the  fifth;  John  Thomas 
efq;  of  the  Maffachufetts,  the  fixth ;  John  Sullivan  efq; 
of  Hampihire,  the  feventh;  and  Nathaniel  Greene  efq; 
of  Rhode  I  flan  d,  the  eighth ;  and  refolved,  that  the 
officers  in  the  army  mould  receive  their  new  commit 
fions  through  the  hands  of  the  general. 

The  fame  day  they  refolved,  "  That  a  fum  not  ex- 
ceeding 2,000,000  of  Spanifh  milled  dollars  be  emitted 
by  the  congrefs  in  bills  of  credit,  for  the  defence  of  Ame- 
rica; and  that  THE  TWELVE  CONFEDERATED 
COLONIES  (thus  they  are  termed)  be  pledged  for  the 
redemption  of  the  bills/'  This  is  an  expedient,  without 
which  they  are  not  able  to  profecute  the  defence  of  Ame- 
rica, as  they  have  neither  money  nor  revenues  to  recur  to. 
Some  few  of  the  delegates  know,  from  what  has  happened 
in  the  northern  colonies,  that  the  effects  of  a  paper  emif- 
fion  will  be  bad,  when  it  becomes  plentiful ;  has  no  ftable 
fund  for  the  fpeedy  redemption  of  it ;  and  cannot  be 
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exchanged  in  the  common  intercourfe  of  bufinefs  for 
ecie  or  fpecie  value.  But  the  rifk  of  fmalier  and  per- 
fonal  evils  muft  take  place,  rather  than  the  total  fub- 
verfion  of  the  rights  of  the  united  colonies  be  endan- 
gered.  No  one  delegate  therefore  oppoied  the  prefent 
expedient.  As  the  news  of  Breed's-hill  battle  had 
reached  them,  by  means  of  a  quick  conveyance,  they 
refolded,  cc  That  Pennfyivania  raife  two  more  compa- 
nies of  riflemen,  and  that  the  whole  eight  be  formed 
into  a  battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  fuch  officers  as 
fhall  be  recommended  by  the  aflembly  or  convention  of 
faid  colonv." 

Meafures  being  purfued  in  North  Carolina  to  defeat 
the  American  afibciation,  they  refolved,  u  That  it  be  26* 
recommended  to  all  in  that  colony,  who  wifn  well  to 
the  liberties  of  America,  to  afibciate  for  the  defence  of 
American  liberty,  and  to  imbody  themfelves  as  militia, 
under  proper  officers ;  and  That  in  cafe  the  affembly  or 
convention  of  that  colony  fhall  think  it  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  American  afibciation  and 
fafety  of  the  colony,  to  raife  a  thoufand  men,  this  con- 
grefs  will  confider  them  as  an  American  army,  and  pro- 
vide for  their  pay/"  They  have  gone  too  far  to  recede 
from  the  ufe  of  force,  and  fo  muft  employ  it  wherever 
wanted  to  fecure  their  friends,  till  the  point  in  diipute 
with  Great  Britain  is  fettled.  The  zeal,  activity,  and 
unanimity  of  thoie  Pennfylvanians  in  general,  whofc 
principles  admit  of  hoftile  refiilance,  have  fuperfeded' 
the  neceffity  of  fuch  like  refolutions  in  relpecl;  to  them. 
The  Philadelphia  militia  have  beeri  formed  into  three 
battalions  for  fome  time :  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month,  thefe  confiding  of  1500  men,  an  artillery  com- 
pany 


62  THE      HISTORY     OF     THE 

pany  of  1 50,  with  two  twelve  and  four  fix  pound  bfafs 
field  pieces ;  a  troop  of  light  horfe,  feveral  companies 
of  light  infantry,  rangers,  and  riflemen,  in  the  whole 
about  2000,  marched  to  the  common,  and  having 
joined  in  brigade,  went  through  the  manual  exercife, 
firing,  and  manceuvres  (with  a  dexterity  fcarcely  to  be 
expecled  from  fo  fhort  a  practice)  in  the  prefence  of  the 
members  of  the  continental  congrefs,  and  feveral  thou- 
fand  fpectators.  A  confiderable  number  even  of  the 
quakers  have  joined  in  the  military  aflbciation  of  the 
city.  There  is  one  company  compofed  entirely  of  gen- 
tlemen belonging  to  that  religious  denomination  of  peo- 
ple. They  are  convinced  that  weapons  of  war  may  be 
lawfully  employed  in  defending  their  national  rights  and 
liberties,  though  they  are  averfe  to  all  offenfive  opera- 
tions to  gratify  ambition,  covetoufnefs  or  revenge.  The 
Pennfylvanians  are  careful  to  order  the  militia  of  the 
counties  to  be  frequently  exercifed.  The  colony  has 
put  on  the  moil:  martial  appearance. 

About  the  beginning  of  June  a  committee  of  con- 
grefs drew  up  a  declaration,  containing  an  offer  to 
Great  Britain,  cc  That  the  colonies  would  not  only  con- 
tinue to  grant  extraordinary  aids  in  time  of  war,  but 
alfo,  if  allowed  a  free  commerce,  pay  into  the  finking- 
fund  fuch  a  fum  annually  for  one  hundred  years,  as 
fiiould  be  more  than  fufnxient  in  that  time,  if  faithfully 
applied,  to  extinguifh.  all  the  prefent  debts  of  Britain. 
Or,  provided  this  was  not  accepted,  that  to  remove  the 
groundlefs  jealouly  of  Britain,  that  the  colonies  aimed 
at  independence^  and  an  abolition  of  the  navigation  a£t5 
which,  in  truth,  they  had  never  intended  ;  and  alfo,  to 
avoid  all  future  difputes  about  the  right  of  making  that 

and 
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and  other  acts  for  regulating  their  commerce  for  the 
general  benefit,  they  would  enter  into  a  covenant  with 
Britain,  that  fhe  fhould  fully  pofTefs  and  exercife  that 
right  for  one  hundred  years  to  come."  This  declara- 
tion was  never  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  congrefs, 
for  ere  that  could  be  done,  they  received  the  account 
of  the  two  reftraining  acts,  which  proved  it's  ruin  *. 

They  refolved,  <c  That  in  cafe  any  agent  of  the  mi- 
niftry  fhall  induce  the  Indian  tribes,  or  any  of  them,  to 
commit  actual  hoftilities  againft  thefe  colonies,  or  to 
enter  into  an  offenfive  alliance  with  the  Britifh  troops, 
thereupon  die  colonies  ought  to  avail  themfelves  of  an 
alliance  with  fuch  Indian  nations  as  will  enter  into  the 
fame,  to  oppofe  fuch  Britifh   troops  and  their  Indian 

allies." 

General  Wafhington,  accompanied  by  general  Leejuiy 
and  other  gentlemen,  arrived  at  Cambridge.  A  com-  2* 
mittee  from  the  MaiTachufetts  congrefs  repaired  to 
Springfield,  about  a  hundred  miles  from  Bolton,  on  the 
:  way  to  Connecticut,  there  to  receive  them,  and  provide 
proper  efcorts  for  them  from  thence  to  the  army.  They 
had  been  treated  with  the  highefl  honors  in  every  place 
through  which  they  palled  -,  and  been  efcorted  by  large 
detachments  of  volunteers,  compofed  of  gentlemen. 
The  general  was  addreffed  by  the  provincial  congrefs  of 
New  York  as  he  came  along,  They  exprefTed  their  joy 
in  his  appointment;  and  toward  the  clofe  faid,  c<  Wc 

*  Dr.  Price's  two  tracts  on  Civil  Liberty,  Part  II.  p.  in  and  112, 

1 1778.  The  firft  reftraining  aft  was  palTed  March  the  30th,  the  fecond 
April  the  1 3th.  The  news  of  them  was  undoubtedly  carried  by  the 
veiTel  from  London,  which  arrived  at  Philadelphia  the  evening  of  June 
the  7th,  and  had  on  board  major  Skeen* 

have 
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have  the  fulled  aflurances,  that  whenever  this  impor- 
tant conted  fhall  be  decided  by  that  fonded  wifh  of  each 
American  foul,  an  accommodation  with  our  mother 
country,  you  will  cheerfully  refign  the  important  depofit 
committed  into  your  hands,  and  reaiTume  the  character 
of  our  worthier!:  citizen."  The  general,  after  declaring 
his  gratitude  for  the  regard  fhown  him,  added,  cf  Be 
allured,  that  every  exertion  of  my  worthy  colleagues 
and  rnyfelf,  will  be  extended  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
peace  and  harmony,  between  the  mother  country  and 
thefe  colonies :  as  to  the  fatal  but  neceffary  operations 
pf  war,  when  we  afiumed  the  foldier,  we  did  not  lay 
alide  the  citizen,  and  we  fhall  mod  fincerely  rejoice  with 
you,  in  that  happy,  hour,  when  the  eilabliihment  of 
American  liberty,  on  the  mod  firm  and  folid  founda- 1 
tions,  fhall  enable  us  to  return  to  our  private  flations, 
in  the  bofom  of  a  free,  peaceful  and  happy  country." 
Since  his  arrival  he  has  been  addreffed  in  the  mod  affec- 
tionate and  refpectful  manner  by  the  MafTachufetts  con- 
grefs.  You  mud  have  a  recourfe  to  the  public  prints- 
for  his  whole  anfwer,  but  take  the  beginning  for  a  fpe- 
cimen,  "  Gentlemen,  your  kind  congratulations  on  my 
appointment  and  arrival,  demand  my  warmed  acknow- 
ledgments, and  will  ever  be  retained  in-  grateful  remem- 
brance. In  exchanging  the  enjoyments  of  domedic 
life  for  the  duties  of  my  prefent  honorable  but  arduous 
dation,  I  only  emulate  the  virtue  and  public  fpirit  of 
the  whole  province  of  Maflachufetts-bay,  which,  with 
a  fTrmnefs,  ind  patriotifm  without  example  in  modern 
hiftory,  has  facrifieed  all  the  comforts  of  focial  and  po- 
litical life,  in  fupport  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  and 
the  welfare  of  our  common  country.  My  higheft  am- 
bition 
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bition  is,    to  be  the  happy  inftrument  of  vindicating  * 
thofe  rights,  and  to  fee  this  devoted   province  again 
reftored  to  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety."     This  paragraph 
was  extremely  gratifying  to  the  perfons  to  whom  it  was 
directed. 

The  general  began  to  give  out  the  congreilional  com- 
millions,  but  fufpended  all  further  delivery  when  general 
Putnam  had  received  his,  upon  learning  that  the  ap- 
pointments fo  degraded  general  Thomas  by  ranking  hirri 
far  below  his  juniors  in  office,  that  he  could  not  with 
any  propriety  continue  in  the  army  on  that  footing,  but 
muft  decline  ferving  the  country  in  a  military  capacity. 
The  feveral  generals  regretted  the  mifbke,  and  wifhed 
to  have  the  difficulty  removed.  Wafhington  acquainted 
the  congrefs  with  it,  upon  which  they  appointed  him 
firft  brigadier  general  in  the  room  of  Pomeroy,  who 
had  never  acted  under  his  commirTion,  and  was  too  far 
advanced  in  life. 

General  Greene  teftined  his  regard  for  the  commander 
in  chief,  by  addreffing  him  on  his  appointment  and  ar- 
rivals  and  by  declaring  the  fatisfaction  he  fhould  feel  iri 
ferving  under  his  command.  He  was  joined  in  the  ad- 
drefs  by  the  officers  of  his  brigade.  If  other  generals 
and  officers  have  done  the  like,  it  has  not  come  to  my 
knowledge.  This  fingular  inftance  of  refpect  muft  make 
a  favorable  and  lafting  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  general 
Wafhington.  The  general,  after  a  careful  infpeclion, 
could  not  eftimate  the  continental  army  at  more  than 
14,500  men  capable  of  duty,  who  had  to  defend  an  ex- 
tent of  at  leail  twelve  miles.  But  fuch  has  been  the  pre- 
caution and  guard  exercifed  on  every  fide  of  Bofton, 
that  the  regiment  of  light  cavalry  arrived  there,   has 

Vol.  II.  F  not 
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not  fet  foot  beyond  the  garrifon,  and  ferves  only  to 
create  new  wants,  and  to  increafe  the  inconveniencies 
of  the  people  as  well  as  of  the  Britifh  army.  The  hay 
growing  upon  the  iflands,  together  with  the  fheep  and 
cattle  remaining  upon  them,  proved  an  object  of  ne- 
cefTary  attention  :  but  the  continentals  poffefTing  a  num- 
ber of  whale  boats,  and  being  matters  of  the  more 
and  inlets,  were  fuccefsful  in  burning,  deftroying,  or 
carrying  off  thole  elTential  articles  of  fupply,  notwith- 
standing the  number  of  Britifh  fhips  of  war  and  armed 
veffels. 
July  A  party  of  500  continentals  went  at  night  from  the 
".'  Roxbury  camp,  and  getting  into  65  whale  boats,  pro- 
ceeded to  Long  I  (land,  and  brought  off  15  of  the 
enemy,  about  20  head  of  cattle,  and  a  100  fheep.  The  , 
12.  next  day  they  went  again,  and  burnt  the  hay,  &c.  when 
there  was  confiderable  fighting  between  them  and  the  j, 
Britifh  boats  and  fchooners.  About  fix  days  after,  a  \\ 
number  burnt  the  light  houfe  on  an  ifland,  nine  miles 
below  Bofton,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  though 
a  man  of  war  lay  within  a  mile  of  the  place. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  continental  generals,  the  re- 
gulations of  the  camp  have  been  greatly  for  the  better.  |j 
Before,  there  was  little  emulation  among  the  officers, 
and  the  foldiers  were  lazy,  diforderiy,  and  dirty.     The  1 
freedom  to  which  the  New  Englanders  have  alway  been  \ 
accuftomed,  makes  them  impatient  of  control,  and  ren- 
ders it  extremely  difficult  to  eftablifh  that  difcipline  fo  t 
effential  to  troops,  in  order  to  fuccefs.     Difcipline  will    . 
not  infpire  cowards  with  courage,  but  it  will  make  them   . 
■  fight.     The   army  has  been  thrown  into  three  grand 
divifions :  general  Ward  commands  the  right  wing  at 
2  Roxbury ; 
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Roxbuiy  i  general  Lee  the  left  at  Profpecl  hill;  and  the 
centre,  in  which  is  included  a  corps  de  referve,  is  com- 
manded by  general  Washington.  Adjutant  general 
Gates  has  been  of  fpecial  fervice  in  arranging  the  army. 
His  military  (kill  in  thofe  matters  has  fupplied  the  want 
of  it  in  others.  The  public  cannot  be  too  thankful  for 
this  benefit.  Every  officer  and  private  begins  to  know 
his  place  and  duty.  Method  and  punctuality  are  grow- 
ing into  ufe,  and  becoming  habitual.  The  troops  will 
fhortly  have  the  mechaniiin  and  movements,  as  well  as 
the  name  of  an  army. 

The  continental  lines  are  fo  ftrengthenedj  the  number 
of  redoubts  and  mounted  cannon  lb  many,  as  to  make 
an  attack  upon  Cambridge,  or  a  penetration  into  the 
country  that  way  impracticable.  The  Britifh,  accord- 
ing to  the  intelligence  obtained  from  Bofton,  have  loft 
by  death,  including  the  flain,  and  thofe  who  have  died 
of  their  wounds,  near  upon  2500,  fince  the  19th  of 
April. 

General  Wafhington  acquainted  congrefs*  that  the  al- 
lowance of  provifioa  to  the  troops,  and  the  mode  of 
delivering  it  out,  are  different  from  what  has  fallen 
within  his  experience,  and  muft  prove  very  wafteful  and 
expenfive.  The  high  pay  of  the  ibldiers  *,  which  greatly 
exceeds  that  of  the  Britifh,  will  make  a  more  cecono- 
mical  plan  neeeffary.  But  the  moil  painful  information 
he  had  to  communicate,  was  that  of  the  want  of  pow- 
der. He  difcovered,  that  the  whole  (lock  of  the  army  . 
at  Roxbury,  Cambridge,  and  the  adjacent  places,  con-  3J 
lifted  but  of  ninety  barrels  or  thereabout :  that  there 
were  no  more  than  thirty-fix  in  the  Maflachufetts  maga- 

*  A  (hilling  a  day. 
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zine,  which  with  the  flock  of  New  Hampfhire,  Rhode 
Ifland,  and  Connecticut,  made  but  9937  lb.  not  more 
than  nine  rounds  a  man.  The  continentals  remained  in 
this  deftitute  condition  for  about  a  fortnight  or  more 
till  the  Jerfey  committee  of  Elizabeth  town,  upon  re- 
ceiving the  alarming  news,  fent  on  a  few  tons,  which 
they  were  obliged  to  do  with  the  greateft  privacy,  left 
the  fears  of  their  own  people,  had  it  been  known,  fhould 
have  flopt  it  for  their  own  ufe,  in  cafe  of  an  emergency. 
During  this  interval,  the  great  fcarcity  of  powder  be- 
came a  camp  talk ;  and  a  deferter  carried  the  ac- 
count of  it  to  Bofton.  The  Britiih  dared  not  to  rely 
upon  the  intelligence,  having  been  fb  often  deceived. 
Befide,  though  they  had  met  with  unexpected  proofs  of 
American  courage,  yet  they  could  not  believe  the  colo- 
nifts  porTefTed  of  fuch  confummate  afiurance,  as  to  con- 
tinue inverting  them,  while  fo  deftitute  of  ammunition. 
They  rather  fuipected  a  deep  laid  plot  to  infhare  them. 

All  the  riflemen  are  arrived  in  camp.     The  congref- 

fional  refolve,  for  railing  eight  hundred,  pafTed  on  the. 

fourteenth  of  June,  and  on  the  twenty-fecond  they  agreed 

upon  two  additional  companies  of  Pennfylvanians.     No 

orders  were  difpatched  before  the  14th,  and  the  expreffes 

had  to  ride  three  or  four  hundred  miles  to  the  perfons  di± 

rected  to  raife  them.     The  men  to  the  amount  of  1430, 

were  raifed,  completely  armed,  molt  with  their  own  rifles, 

and  accoutred  for  the   field  with  fuch  expedition,  as  to- 

join  the  army  a:  Cambridge,  one  company  on  the  twen- 

Aug'.  ty-fifth  of  July,    the  reft  on   the  fifth  and   feventh  of 

7"       Auguit  j  all  had  marched  from  four  to  feven  hundred 

miles.     The  whole  bufmefs  was  performed  in  lefs  than 

8  two 
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two  months,  without  a  farthing  advanced  from  the  con- 
tinental treafury. 

The  prefent  is  a  good  time  for  relating  what   the 
congrefs  have  been  doing. 

They  agreed  to  a  Declaration,  in  behalf  of  the  colo-  Juiy 
nies,  Jetting  forth  the  caufes  and  necejjity  of  their  taking  up 
arms.  After  enumerating  the  injuries  they  had  furTered, 
they  reprobated  the  principles  of  lord  North's  concilia- 
tory plan,  without  naming  it,  and  iliid,  <c  Parliament 
adopted  an  infidious  manoeuvre  calculated  to  divide  us,, 
to  eftablifh  a  perpetual  auction  of  taxations,  where  co- 
lony ihould  bid  againft  colony,  all  of  them  uninformed 
what  ranfom  would  redeem  their  lives."  They  went 
on  to  mention,  the  perfidy  of  general  Gage  in  break-* 
ing  his  agreement  with  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton — the 
wanton  burning  of  Charleilown,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  houfes  in  other  places — the  ieizure  of  their 
mips  and  veiTels — the  inftigating  of  the  Canadians  and 
Indians  to  fall  upon  them.  They  then  faid,  cc  We  are 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  choofmg  an  unconditional 
fubmiffion  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  minifters,  or  re- 
finance by  force. — The  latter  is  our  choice.— We  have 
counted  the  coft  of  this  conteft,  and  find  nothing  fo 
dreadful  as  voluntary  ilavery. — Honor,  juftice  and  hu- 
manity, forbid  us  tamely  to  fjrrender  that  freedom 
which  we  received  from  our  gallant  anceftors,  and  which, 
our  innocent  poiierity  have  a  right  to  receive  from  us. 
We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refigning 
iucceeding  generations  to  that  wretchednefs  which  ine- 
vitably awaits  them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bon- 
dage upon  them," 

F  3  (C  Our 
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cc  Our  caufe  is  juft.  Our  union  is  perfect.  Our  inter- 
nal refources  are  great,  and  if  neceffary,  foreign  affiftance 
is  undoubtedly  attainable. "  This  intimation  of  foreign 
affiftance,  was  not  founded  upon  any  private  informa- 
tion, but  flowed  folely  from  the  perfuafion,  that  one  or 
more  foreign  powers  will  readily  embrace  the  opportu- 
nity of  a  fixed  breach  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies,  to  weaken  the  power  of  the  firft  by  afllfting 
the  laft.  But  that  they  might  not  by  their  declaration, 
difquiet  the  minds  of  their  friends  and  fellow  fubje&s, 
congrefs  allured  them,  that  they  meant  not  to  difibive 
that  union,  which  had  fo  long  and  fo  happily  fubfifted 
between  them  and  Britain.  They  concluded  thus, 
(:  With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the  fu- 
preme  and  impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of  the  univerfe, 
we  moft  devoutly  implore  his  divine  goodnefs  to  pro- 
tect us  happily  through  this  great  conflict,  to  difpofe  our 
adversaries  to  reconciliation  on  reafonable  terms,  and 
thereby  to  relieve  the  empire  from  the  calamities  of 
civil  war;" 

The  declaration  of  congrefs  has  been  read  with  reli- 
gious folemnity  by  the  chaplains,  to  the  different  bodies 
of  the  American  army  about  Bofton,  and  received  with 
loud  acclamations  by  the  troops,  and  the  numerous 
fpectators  who  were  preient  upon  the  occaiion.  The 
fame  day  that  congrefs  agreed  upon  the  declaration, 
they  refolved  upon  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  lord  mayor 
aldermen,  and  livery  of  the  city  of  London^  for  their  vir- 
tuous and  fpirited  oppoiition  to  the  opprefTlve  and  ruin- 
ous fyftem  of  colony  adminiftration  adopted  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  miniftry. 

The 
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The  petition  to  the  king  being  ready,  it  was  figned  July 
by  the  members  prefent.  It  is  a  decent,  dutiful,  and  8* 
truly  filial  petition,  and  deferves  to  be  written  in  letters 
of<*old,  for  the  fentiments  it  breathes  toward  the  parent 
iiate.  Had  money  been  wanting  to  have  purchafed  it, 
it  would  have  been  wifdom  to  have  bought  it  at  any 
price.  If  properly  received,  it  may  be  made  the  bafis 
of  an  eternal  compact,  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
American  colonies,  which  may  to  all  ages  bid  defiance 
to  the  intrigues  of  France,  and  the  murmurs  of  rotten- 
hearted  men  either  in  Britain  or  America.  The  fince- 
rity  of  it  may  be  called  into  queftion  by  the  miniflry. 
Let  them  then  put  the  fincerity  of  it  to  the  teft,  by  pro- 
moting a  compliance  with  the  contents  -,  and  fo  over- 
reach thofe  individual  delegates,  who  may  wifh.  a  conti- 
nuance of  the  prefent  quarrel.  The  colonies  as  yet  de- 
fire  no  more  than  a  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  fecurity 
againft  a  repetition  of  them.  They  mod  ardently  long 
for  a  firm  and  indiffoluble  union  with  the  parent  ftate 
upon  thefe  grounds.  Thus  is  it  with  the  army.  It  is 
the  wifh  of  general  Washington  particularly  -,  and  fuch 
is  its  reafonablenefs,  that  he  hopes  and  expects,  that  the 
conteft  will  be  fhortly  terminated,  fo  as  to  admit  of  his 
eating  his  next  Chrifimas  dinner,  at  his  own  delightful 

■->  o 

refidence  on  Mount  Vernon. 

The  fame  day  the  congrefs  agreed  to  an  Addrefs  to 
the  inhabit  ants  of  Great  Britain.  In  it  they  faid,  cc  We 
have  again  prefented  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to 
our.  fovereign  $  and  to  remove  every  imputation  of  ob 
ftinacy,  have  requefted  his  majeily  to  direct  fome  mode 
by  which  the  united  applications  of  his  faithful  colonifts 
may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconci- 

F  4  liation. 
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liation.     We  are  willing  to  treat  on  fuch  terms  as  can 
alone  render  an  accommodation  lading ;  and  we  Matter 
ourfelves,  that  our  pacific  endeavours  will  be  attended 
with  a  removal  of  minifterial  troops,  and  a  repeal  of 
thofe  laws,  of  the  operation  of  which  we  complain,  on 
the  one  part,  and  a  difbanding  of  our  army,  and  a  dif-  . 
folution  of  our  commercial  alTociations  on  the  other. " 
They,  after  that,  infinuated  the  danger  the  inhabitants 
of  Britain  would  be  in  of  lofing  their  freedom,  in  cafe 
their  American  brethren  were  fubdued.     The  addrefs 
is  intended  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Britain,  to  the  meafures  that  the  colonifts  have  already 
taken,  or  may  be  obliged  further  to  take,  and  to  obtain 
the  countenance  of  the  former. 

The  petition  to  the  king,  the  addrefs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Great  Britain,  and  the  letter  to  the  lord  mayor, 
&c.  were  ordered  to  be  fent  under  cover  to  Richard 
Penn,  efq$  whom  the  prefident  was  to  requeft,  in  behalf 
of  the  congrefs,  to  join  with  the  colony  agents  in  pre- 
fenting  the  petition  to  the  king.  Mr.  Penn  failed  four, 
days  after  this  order  for  England. 

|2,  The  congrefs  agreed  upon  appointing  commiffioners, 
to  fuperintend  Indian-  affairs  in  behalf  of  the  colonies. 
Proper  talks  to  the  Indians  were  ordered  to  be  prepared^ 

?3«     which  were  reported  the  next  day,  and  accepted. 

38.  The  congrefs  refolved  to  recommend  to  all  able-bo- 
died effective  men  in  each  colony,  between  fixteen  ancj 
fifty,  immediately  to  form  themfelves  into  regular  com~ 
panies  of  militia;  to  acquire  military  fkill,  and  to  be 
well  prepared  for  defence ;  and  that  a  fourth  part  of  the 
militia  in  every  colony  be  felecied  for  minute  men,  and 
be  ready  to  march  wherever  their  afiiftance  may  be  re- 
quired. 
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quired.  It  was  earneftly  recommended  to  thole,  who 
could  not  confcientioufly  bear  arms  in  any  cafe,  to  con- 
tribute liberally  to  the  relief  of  their  diftreffed  brethren^ 
and  to  do  all  other  fervices  to  their  oppreiTed  country, 
which  they  could  confidently  with  their  religious  prin- 
ciples. They  alio  propofed  that  each  colony  ihould 
appoint  a  committee  of  fafety,  to  direct  all  matters  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  fecurity  of  their  refpective  colonies,  in  the 
recefs  of  their  alfemblies  and  conventions  5  and  mould 
make  fuch  provifion  by  armed  vefTels  or  otherwife,  as 
might  be  judged  expedient,  for  the  protection  of  their 
harbours  and  navigation  on  their  fea  coafts,  againfl  all 
hoftile  cutters  and  fhips  of  war. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  continental  fail,  2Q<? 
congrefs  agreed  to  meet,  and  go  in  a  body  to  divine 
fervice,  both  parts  of  the  day.  They  requeiled  Mr, 
Ducbe  to  preach  before  them  in  the  morning,  and  Dr. 
Allifon  in  the  afternoon.  But  before  fervice,  they  met 
time  enough  to  read  fome  difpatches  brought  by  exprefs 
from  general  Schuyler;  and  a  letter  from  the  conven- 
tion of  Georgia,  fetting  forth  that  that  colony  had  ac- 
ceded to  the  general  aflbciation5  and  appointed  dele- 
gates to  attend  the  congrefs. 

The  day  was  kept  at  Philadelphia,  as  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  faft  ever  held  in  that  city.  It  was  religioufly  ob- 
ferved  throughout  the  united  colonies.  The  united 
fynod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  had  publifhed  a 
paftoral  letter  fome  time  before  :  it  was  read  on  that 
day,  in  the  churches  under  their  care,  which  are  very 
numerous.  They  faid  in  it,  <c  As  the  whole  con- 
tment,  with  hardly  any  exception,  feem  determined  to 
defend  their  rights  by  force  of  arms,  it  becomes  the  pe- 
culiar 
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culiar  duty  of  thofe,  who  profefs  a  willingnefs  to  hazard 
their  lives  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  to  be  prepared  for 
death,  which  to  many  muft  be  a  certain,  and  to  every 
one  is  a  poflible  or  probable  event.  It  is  well  known  to 
you  (otherwife  it  would  be  imprudent  thus  publicly  to 
profefs)  that  we  have  not  been  inftru mental  in  inflam- 
ing the  minds  of  the  people,  cr  urging  them  to  acts  of 
violence  and  diforder.  Perhaps  no  inftance  can  be  given 
on  fo  interefting  a  fubjecl,  in  which  political  fentiments 
have  been  fo  long  and  fo  fully  kept  from  the  pulpit, 
and  even  malice  itfelf  has  not  charged  us  with  laboring 
from  the  prefs;  but  things  are  now  come  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  we  do  not  wifli  to  conceal  our  opinions  as 
men.  Suffer  us  therefore  to  exhort  you,  by  a/Turing 
you,  that  there  is  no  army  fo  formidable  as  thofe  who 
are  fuperior  to  the  fear  of  death.  Let  therefore  every 
one  who,  from  generofity  of  fpirit,  or  benevolence  of 
heart,  offers  himfelf  as  a  champion  in  his  country's 
caufe,  be  perfuaded  to  reverence  the  Lord  of  Hefts,  and 
walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth, 
and  then  he  may,  with  the  moft  unfhaken  firmnefs,  ex- 
peel  the  iiTue  either  in  death  or  victory." 

After  feveral  other  exhortations,  they  offered  fix  ad- 
vices, in  fubflance  as  follows :  "  lit.  Let  every  oppor- 
tunity be  taken  to  exprefs  your  attachment  to  king 
George  and  the  revolution  principles.  We  recommend 
cfteem  and  reverence  for  the  perfon  of  the  prince,  who 
has  probably  been  mifled  into  the  late  and  prefent  mea- 
fures  by  thofe  about  him  ;  neither  have  we  any  doubt, 
that  they  themfelves  have  been  In  a  great  degree  de-r 
ceived  by  falfe  information  from  interefted  perfons  refid-s 
ing  in  America.— idly.  Be  careful  to  maintain  the  union 

which 
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which  at  prefent  fubfifts  in  all  the  colonies,  on  which  the 
fuccefs  of  every  meafure  depends. — 3d.lv.  We  earneflly 
befeech  all  focieties  to  watch  over  their  members,  and 
difcourage  luxury  of  living,  public  diverfions,  and 
o-amin^  of  ail  kinds. — ,J.thly.  We  recommend  a  regard 
ro  public  order  and  peace ;  that  all  perfons  confcienti- 
oufly  pay  their  debts,  and  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power 
ferve  one  another,  fo  that  the  evils  inseparable  from  a 
civil  war  may  not  be  augmented  by  wantonnefs  and  ir- 
regularity.— 5thly.  We  recommend  to  all  ranks,  but 
particularly  to  thofe  who  may  be  called  to  action,  a 
fpirit  of  humanity  and  mercy.  We  recommend  that 
mecknefs  and  gentlenefs  of  fpirit  which  is  the  nobleft 
attendant  on  true  valor.  That  man  will  fight  molt 
bravely,  who  never  fights  but  when  it  is  necefTary,  and 
who  ceafes  to  fight  as  foon  as  the  neceflity  is  over. — 
Laftly,  We  would  recommend  to  all  focieties,  not  to 
content  themfelves  with  attending  devoutly  on  fafts,  but 
to  continue  habitually  in  prayer,  and  to  have  frequent 
voluntary  meetings  for  folemn  interceffion  with  God  on 
the  important  trial." 

The  accefiion  of  Georgia,  was  owing  much  to  the 
exertions  of  the  reverend  Dr.  Znbly ;  who  roufed  the 
attention  of  many  in  the  province  to  the  alarming  fitu- 
ation  of  American  affairs ;  fo  that  at  length  a  general 
election  was  held  for  delegates  to  fit  in  provincial  con- 
grefs.  They  met  on  the  fourth  of  July  in  Savannah ; 
and  requested  the  governor  to  appoint  a  day  of  failing 
and  prayer  through  the  province,  that  a  happy  reconci- 
liation might  foon  take  place  between  America  and  the 
parent  ftate,  and  that,  under  the  aufpicious  reign  of  his 
Iftajefty  and  his  defendants,  both  countries  might  re- 
main 
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main  united,  virtuous,  free  and  happy,  till  time  moulds 
be  no  more.     His  excellency  James  Wright  conferred, 
as  the  requelt  was  expreffed  in  fuch  loyal  and  dutiful 
terms,  and  the  ends  propofed  fuch  as  every  good  man 
moil  ardently  wifhed.     They  chofe  the  reverend  Dr. 
Zubly,  and  four  others,  delegates  to  reprefent  the  pro- 
vince in  the  continental  congrefs  $  and  at  once  entered 
into  all  the  fpirit  of  the  refolutions  formed  by  the  other 
colonies,    and  adopted  fimilar.     They  declared,   that, 
though  their  province  was  not  included  in  the  late  re~ 
ftraining  bill,  they  eonlidered  that  circumftance  rather. 
as  an  infult  than  a  favor,  as  being  meant  to  break  the 
union  of  the  provinces,  and  as  being  grounded  on  the  I 
fuppofition,    that  the  inhabitants  of  the  excepted  pro- 
vince could  be  bafe  enough  to  turn  the  oppreflion  of 
America  into  a  mean  advantage.      They  alio  agreed 
upon  an  humble  addrefs  and  reprefentation  to  his  ma- 
jelly,  which,  as  it  was  not  deficient  in  a  certain  frefhnefs 
of  colouring,  had  the  appearance  of  novelty. 
jujy       The  congrefs  agreed  in  an  addrefs  to  the  afTembly  of 
fj-     Jamaica  i  and  in  it  faid,  "  We  receive  uncommon  plea- 
fure  from  obferving  the  principles  of  our  righteous  op- 1 
pofition  diftinguifhed  by  your  approbation.      We  feel] 
the  warmefl  gratitude  for  your  pathetic  mediation  in  our 
behalf  with  the  crown.     The  peculiar  fituation  of  your, 
ifland  forbids  your  affiftance.     But  we  have  your  good 
wifhes.     From  the  good  wilhes  of  the  friends  of  liberty 
and  mankind,  we  fnall  always  derive  confolation." 

They  alfo  refolved,  That  a  body  of  forces,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thoufand,  be  kept  up  in  the  New  York  de- 
partment :— and  that  a  further  fum  of  one  million  Spa- 

nilk 
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nifh  milled  dollars,  be  (truck  in  bills  of  thirty  dollars 

each. 
They  eftablifhed  a  poft-oflice.,   to  reach  from  Fal-   26, 

mouth  in  New  England  to  Savannah  in  Georgia ;  and 

then  unanimoufly  elected  Benjamin  Franklin  eiq;  poft- 

mafter  general. 

They  proceeded  to  the  eftablifhment  of  an  hofpital   27, 
for  an  army  of  20,000  men ;    and  elected  Benjamin 
Church  to  be  director  of  and  phyfician  in  it. 

They  agreed  to  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  23. 
and  in  it  furnifhed  them  with  a  true  (late  of  the  colonial 
motives  and  objects,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  judge  of 
the  conduct  of  the  colonifts  with  accuracy,  and  to  determine 
the  merits  of  the  controverfy  with  impartiality  and  preci- 
fion.  They  then  anticipated  the  golden  period,  when 
liberty,  with  all  the  gentle  arts  of  peace  and  humanity, 
mould  eftablifh  her  mild  dominion  in  this  weitern  world, 
and  erect  eternal  monuments  to  the  memory  of  thofe 
virtuous  patriots  and  martyrs,  who  fhall  have  fought  and 
bled,  and  fuffered  in  her  caufe.  Toward  the  clofe,  the 
language  is,  "  Accept  our  rnoft  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  friendly  difpofition  you  have  alway  fhown 
toward  us. — We  know  that  you  are  not  without  your 
grievances. — We  fympathize  with  you  in  your  diftrefs, 
and  are  pleafed  to  find  that  the  defign  of  fubjugatincr 
us,  has  perfuaded  adminiitration  to  difpenfe  to  Ireland 
fome  vagrant  rays  of  miniiterial  funfhine. — Even  the 
tender  mercies  of  government  have  long  been  cruel  to- 
ward you. — In  the  rich  paitures  of  Ireland,  many  hun- 
gry parricides  have  fed,  and  grown  ftrong  to  labor  in 
its  destruction."  In  the  body  of  it,  a  fhaft  is  elegantly 
pointed  at  one   of  the  Britifli  generals. — £C  America  is 

amazed 
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amazed  to  find  the  name  of  Howe  in  the  catalogue  of 
her  enemies : — fhe  loved  his  brother."  The  former  lord 
Howe  fell  by  a  fhot  from  a  French  Indian,  after  landing 
on  the  left  toward  the  bottom  of  Lake  George,  and 
while  heading  his  corps  and  marching  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Abererombie,  to  attack  Tyconderoga. 
The  Maflachufetts  afTembly,  to  exprefs  their  affection 
and  flrong  fenfe  of  his  worthy  character,  had  a  monu- 
ment erected  to  his  memory  in  Weftminftdr-abbey. 

29.  The  quotas  of  the  feverai  colonies  toward  the  common 
expence  was  fettled,  for  the  prefent,  fubject  to  a  future 
revifion  and  correction. 

3U  The  affemblies  of  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania  and 
Virginia,  having  referred  to  the  congrefs  the  refolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  comprehending  lord  North's 
conciliatory  plan,  they  expreffed  their  opinion  upon  it, 
to  the  following  purpofe,  viz.  "  The  colonies  are  entitled 
to  the  fole  and  excluiive  privilege  of  giving  and  grant- 
ing their  own  money.  As  they  pofleis  a  right  of  ap- 
propriating their  gifts,  fo  are  they  entitled  at  all  times 
to  inquire  into  their  application.  This  privilege  of  giv- 
ing or  withholding  their  monies,  is  an  important  bar-| 
rier  agairift  the  undue  exertion  of  prerogative. 

"  The  proportion  contained  in  the  refolution  is  un- 
reafonable  and  infidious :  unreafonable,  becaufe,  if  we 
declare  we  accede  to  it,  we  declare  without  refervation, 
we  will  purchafe  the  favor  of  parliament,  not  knowing 
at  the  fame  time  at  what  price  they  will  pleafe  to  efti- 
mate  their  favor ;  it  is  irtfidiouSy  becaufe,  individual  co- 
lonies, having  bid  and  bidden  again,,  till  they  find  the 
avidity  of  the  feller  too  great  for  all  their  powers  to  fa- 
tisfy,  are  then  to  return  into  oppofition,  divided  from 

their 
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their  filler  colonies,  whom  the  minifter  will  have  previ- 
oufly  detached  by  a  grant  of  eafier  terms,  or  by  an  art- 
ful procraftination  of  a  definitive  anfwer.  The  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  exercife  of  their  pretended  power  of  taxa- 
tion being  exprefsly  made  commenfurate  with  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  gifts,  thefe  muft  be  perpetual  to  make 
that  (o.  The  proportion  is  altogether  unfatisfactory, 
becaufe  it  imports  only  a  fufpenfion  of  the  mode,  not 
a  renunciation  of  the  pretended  right  to  tax  us  j  be- 
caufe too,  it  does  not  propofe  to  repeal  the  feveral  acts 
of  parliament  complained  of  as  grievances. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  this  proportion  feems  to  have 
been  held  up  to  the  world,  to  deceive  it  into  a  belief 
that  there  was  nothing  in  difpute  between  us,  but  the 
mode  of  levying  taxes  j  and  that  the  parliament  having 
now  been  lb  good  as  to  give  up  this,  the  colonies  are 
unreaibnable  if  not  perfectly  {atisfied ;  whereas,  in  truth, 
our  adversaries  dill  claim  a  right  of  demanding  ad  libi- 
tm,  and  of  taxing  us  themfelves  to  the  full  amount  of 
their  demand,  if  we  do  not  comply  with  it.  This 
leaves  us  without  any  thing  we  can  call  property.'5 

Congrefs  had  reprobated  the  conciliatory  plan  in  their 
addrefs  to  the  Britifh  inhabitants ;  but  now  they  dif- 
cuiTed  it  fully,  and  expofed  its  futility.  The  next  day, 
Auguft  the  firft,  they  adjourned  to  Tuefday  the  fifth  of 
September. 

The  declaration  of  congrefs,  their  petition  to  the 
king,  their  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain, 
the  other  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  their  opinion 
upon  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  muft  evi- 
dence to  the  world,  that  thev  have  men  of  the  firft  abi- 
"ties  among  them,  whofe  writings  will  vie  with  the  pub- 
lic 
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lie  declarations  and  acts  of  any  powers,  on  the  greater!; 
occafions,  in  refpe6t  to  art,  addrefs,  and  execution. 

When  you  confider  the  variety  of  climates,  foils,  re- 
ligions, civil  governments,  commercial  interefts,  &c, 
which  were  reprefented  in  the  former  congrefs,  and  the 
late  fefiion  of  the  prefent  -,  and  the  various  occupations, 
educations  and  characters  of  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
pofed  them ;  you  will  judge,  that  the  general  harmony 
and  unanimity  which  prevailed  in  them,  is  fcarcely  to 
be  paralleled.  At  the  revolution,  fuch  mighty  queftions 
as,  <c  Whether  is  the  throne  vacant  or  not  ?  Whether 
fhall  the  prince  of  Orange  be  king  or  not  V  were  de- 
termined in  the  convention  parliament,  by  fmall  majo^ 
rities — the  laft  queftion  by  two  only.  The  great  majo^ 
rities,  the  almoft  unanimity,  with  which  moft  capital 
queftions  have  been  decided  in  the  continental  cono-refs, 
will  be  confidered  by  numbers  in  no  other  light  than  as 
the  happier!  omens ;  or  rather  as  providential  difpen- 
fations  in  favor  of  the  colonies ;  as  well  as  the  cleareft 
demonflrations  of  their  cordial,  firm,  radical,  and  indif- 
foluble  union. 

The  adjournment  of  congrefs  affords  the  delegates, 
the  beft  means  of  confulting  with  their  conflituents,  as 
to  what  further  meafures  it  may  be  necellary  to  adopt  i 
as  alfo  certain  individuals,  who  may  look  forward  to 
independency,  a  much  more  favorable  opportunity  of 
ripening  their  defigns  by  private,  perfonal,  intercourfe 
with  fpecial  confidants,  than  can  be  enjoyed  by  an  epiflo- 
lary  correfpondence.  By  well-timed  hints,  they  may 
fcatter  thofe  fcntimental  feeds,  which  fhall  at  length  pro- 
duce events,  not  at  prefent  fufpecled  even  by  the  perfons 


attending  to  fuch  hints. 


The 
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The  Georgia  delegates  did  not  come  on,  and  join  the 
congrefs  before  the  fefiion  was  clofed.  "* 

The  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  were  fo  zealous, 
and  the  alarm  fpread  by  the  Lexington  engagement  fo 
extenfive  through  the  colony,  that  172  members  met  in  June 
provincial  congrefs,    agreeable  to  the  fummons  iiTued 
three  and  twenty  days  before  by  the  general  committee. 

They  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  an  afifociation  was  U 
neceffary,  which  was  drawn  up  and  figned  by  their  pre- 
fident  Henry  Laurens  efq;  and  all  the  members  prefent. 
In  it  they  declared — "  Thoroughly  convinced  that,  un- 
der our  prefent  diftrefTed  circumftances,  we  fhall  be  ju& 
titled  before  God  and  man,  in  refilling  force  by  force, 
we  do  unite  ourfelves  under  every  tie  of  religion  and  ho- 
nor, and  afibciate  as  a  band  in  the  defence  of  an  in- 
jured country  againft  every  foe — hereby  folemnly  en- 
gaging that,  whenever  our  continental  or  provincial 
councils  fhall  decree  it  neceffary,  we  will  go  forth,  and 
be  ready  to  facrifice  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  fecurc 
her  freedom  and  fafety.  This  obligation  to  continue 
in  full  force  until  a  reconciliation  fhall  take  place  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  upon  conftitutional  princi- 
ples— an  event  which  we  moil  heartily  defire.  And  we 
will  hold  all  thofe  perfons  inimical  to  the  liberty  of  the 
colonies  who  fhall  refute  to  fubferibe  this  afibciation." 
This  was  afterward  pretty  generally  fubferibed  by  the 
inhabitants. 

It  was  refolved  to  raife  two  regiments  of  foot,  and  a     $* 
regiment  of  rangers  ;  and  to  put  the  town  and  province 
in  a  refpe&able  pofture  of  defence.      The  provincial 
congrefs  were   fenfible,    that   the    expences   would    be 
great.     But  it  was  the  language  there,  as  well  as  in  the 
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other  colonies,  among  the  friends  to  freedom,  cc  We 
%v ill  freely  give  up  half  or  even  the  whole  of  our  fortunes 
to  fecure  our  liberties"  Bills  of  credit  were  {truck,  which, 
through  the  confent  and  enthufiafm  of  the  people,  fup- 
plied  the  prefent  emergency. 

So  great  was  the  military  ardor  among  the  gentle- 
men, that  candidates  for  commifTions  were  four  times 
more  than  could  be  employed ;  and  in  the  number 
were  many  of  the  firft  families  and  fortunes.  The  mi- 
litia officers  refigned  their  commifTions  under  the  go- 
vernor, and  by  their  own  confent  were  fubjected  to  the 
orders  of  the  provincial  congrefs. 

Thus  the  popular  leaders,  in  a  few  weeks,  had  an 
army  and  treafury  at  their  command.  Thirteen  gen- 
tlemen were  chofen  a  council  of  fafety. 

While  this  congrefs  was  fitting,  lord  William  Camp- 
bell, governor  of  the  province,  arrived,  and  was  receiv- 
ed with  all  the  demonftrations  of  joy  ufual  on  fimilar 
occalions. 
2J.  The  congrefs  waited  on  him  with  an  addrefs,  in  which 
they  difclofed  to  him  the  true  caufes  of  their  prefent 
proceedings ;  and  declared,  that  no  love  of  innovation, 
no  defire  of  altering  the  conflitution  of  government,  no 
lull:  of  independence,  had  the  leaft  influence  upon  their 
counfels ;  but  that  they  had  been  impelled  to  aiTociate 
and  take  up  arms,  folely  for  the  prefervation  and  in  de- 
fence of  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties.  They  en- 
treated his  excellency  to  make  fuch  a  reprefentation  of 
the  ftate  of  the  colony,  and  of  their  true  motives,  as  to 
allure  his  majefty,  that  he  had  no  fubjects,  who  more 
fincerely  defired  to  teftify  their  loyalty  and  affection,  or 
would  be  more  willing  to  devote  their  lives  and  fortunes 

in 
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in  his  real  fervice.     His  lordlhip  returned  a  very  mild 
and  prudent  aniwer. 

They  adjourned,  having  firft  delegated  a  great  part  of  22* 
their  authority  to  the  council  of  fafety  and  the  general 
committee ;  the  former  of  which  is  in  the  nature  of  an 
executive,  and  the  latter  of  a  legiflative  authority.  It 
was  particularly  recommended  to  the  general  committee, 
to  take  effectual  methods  to  have  the  afibciation  figned 
through  the  province,  and  to  demand  from  the  no**- 
fubfcribers  the  reafons  of  their  refufal. 

The  non-  fubfcribers  have  been  advertifed  as  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  all  intercourfe  between 
them  and  the  aflbciators  interdicted.  An  oath  of  neutra- 
lity has  been  required  of  all,  to  which  fome  have  agreed ; 
others  refufing,  have  been  difarmed ;  and  a  few,  who 
would  not  enter  into  any  engagements  for  the  public  fecu- 
rity,  have  been  confined  to  their  houfes  and  plantations. 

In  thefe  kinds  of  interefting  civil  broils,  matters  are 
generally  carried  to  an  excefs,  and  policy  often  tramples 
upon  truth  and  jufcice.  Among  the  non-fubfcribers, 
there  may  have  been  feveral  real  friends  to  the  liberties 
of  America,  who  could  not  in  confcience  fubfcribe  the 
alTociation. 

The  South  Carolinians,  having  agreed  upon  a  military 
oppofition,  were  refoived  to  defend  Charleftown  to  the 
laft  extremity ;  and  yet  the  whole  Quantity  of  powder  in 
the  colony  did  not  exceed  three  thoufand  pounds.  A 
military  oppofition,  not  being  originally  defigned  or  ex- 
pected by  them  any  more  than  by  the  people  of  the  other 
colonies,  there  was  the  like  inattention  as  eliewhere,  in 
regard  to  the  providing  of  {lores.  Reduced  now  to  the 
alternative  of  righting  or  fubmitting,  they  took  extra- 
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ordinary  methods  to  obtain  a  fupply.  The  inhabitants 
of  Eaft  Florida,  having  never  joined  in  meafures  of  op- 
pofition  to  Britain,  the  ports  of  that  province  were  open 
for  the  purpofes  of  trade. 

Twelve  perfons,  therefore,  authorized  by  the  council 
of  lafety,  failed  from  Charleftown  for  that  coaft ;  and 
by  furprife,  boarded  a  veflfel  near  the  bar  of  St.  Auguf- 
tine,  though  twelve  Britifh  grenadiers,  of  the  14th  re- 
giment, were  on  board.  They  took  out  fifteen  thou- 
sand pounds  of  powder,  for  which  they  gave  a  bill  of 
exchange  to  the  captain ;  and  having  fecured  a  fife  re- 
treat to  themfelves,  fteered  for  Beaufort,  and  from  thence 
by  an  inland  navigation  efcaped  their  purfuers,  and  got 
fife  to  Charleftown. 

North  Carolina  was  no  lefs  fpirited  than  South.  The 
militia  were  arrayed  and  exercifed,  and  other  meafures 
taken  to  fupport  whatever  oppofkion  they  might  be  called 
to  make  againft  the  Britifh  adherents.  Governor  Martin 
Was  equally  vigorous,  though  not  equally  fuccefsful. 
He  expected,  by  means  of  the  back  fettlers,  Scotch 
^  inhabitants,  and  Highland  emigrants,  to  have  made  a 

Hand  againft  the  patriotic  party,  and  therefore  took 
pains  to  fortify  his  palace  at  Newbern  j  but  before  it 
could  be  effected,  his  attempting  to  move  the  palace 
guns,  alarmed  the  committee  of  the  place ;  who,  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  armed  men,  interpofed,  feized  and 
carried  off  fix  pieces  of  artillery,  which  lay  behind  the 
palace.  This  occafioned  the  governor's  making  a  pre* 
cipitate  flight  to  Fort  Johnfon  on  Cape  Fear  river.  The 
people,  apprehenfive  that  he  would  ftrengthen,  and  pre- 
pare it  for  the  reception  of  a  force  to  be  employed  in 
reducing  the  colony ;  and  concluding,  that  he  would 

encourage 
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encourage  the  flaves  to  revolt,  in  cafe  of  the  failure  of 
all  other  means  to  maintain    the  king's  government ; 
collected  at  Wilmington  under  colonel  Afhe,  who  had  JuIX 

IP 

refined  his  governmental  commifiion,  and  accepted  one 
from  popular  authority.  The  colonel  defigned  removing 
the  king's  artillery  from  the  fort ;  but  the  cannon  and 
(lores  were  fecured  in  time,  by  order  of  the  governor, 
who  retired  on  board  the  king's  iloop  the  Cruiler. 

Colonel  Afhe,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  entered  the  ig, 
fort,  fired  it,  and  reduced  the  houles  and  buildings  to 
afhes.  The  next  day  he  completed  the  deilruclion  of 
its  wooden  defences,  to  which  the  fire  had  not  extended.; 
and  burnt  the  houfes,  and  defolated  every  thing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  place,  that  fo  they  might  prove 
of  no  benefit  to  the  governor. 

The  Newbern  committee  apprehending  he  means  to 
erect  the  king's  ftandard,  and  to  commence  hoitilities, 
have  refolved,  cc  That  no  perfon  or  perlbns  whatfoever 
have  any  correfpondence  with  him,  on  pain  of  being 
deemed  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  dealt 
with  accordingly."  Perfons,  throughout  the  united  co- 
lonies, dread  being"  advertifed  for  enemies  to  the  liberties 
of  America. 

In  treating  of  Virginia,  we  mufl  go  back  to  captain 
Henry's  advancing  with  his  volunteers  tov/ard  Williamf- 
burgh.  The  alarm  it  occafioned,  put  Lord  Dunmore 
upon  converting  his  palace  into  a  garrifon,  fortifying  it 
in  the  belt  manner  he  could,  and  furrounding  it  with 
artillery.  From  thence  he  iflued  a  proclamation,  charg- 
ing Mr.  Henry  and  his  followers  with  rebellious  prac- 
tices, and  attributing  the  prefent  commotions  to  dif- 
affecTion  in  the  people,  and  a  defire  of  changing  the 

G  3  eftablifhed 


25  the    history    of    the 

eftabliihed  form  of  government ;  which  ferved  only  to 
increafe  the  difcontent.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Virgi- 
nians, in  their  county  meetings,  applauded  Mr.  Henry's 
conduct ;  and  infilled,  that  they  wanted  nothing  but  to 
preferve  their  ancient  conflitution,  and  only  oppofed  in- 
novations.— The  difturbances  they  charged  to  the  gover- 
nor's late  conduct.  The  difcontents  of  the  people  were 
Jncreafed  by  fome  procured  copies  of  letters  from  his 
lordfhip  to  the  minifler  of  the  American  department! 
and  which  were  feverely  cenfured  as  containing  not  only 
unfavorable,  but  unfair  and  unjuft  reprefentations,  as 
well  of  facts,  as  of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the 
colony. 

In  this  ftate  of  diforder,  on  the  arrival  of  difpatches 
from  Great  Britain,  the  houfe  of  burgefles  was  fuddenly 
Junc  and  unexpectedly  convened  by  the  governor.  The 
grand  motive  for  it  was  to  procure  their  approbation  of 
Lord  North's  conciliatory  plan,  accordingly  in  his  fpeech 
he  ufed  his  utmofl  addrefs  to  carry  this  point. 

The  fir-ft  act  however  of  the  houfe,  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
late  diilurbances,  and  particularly  to  examine  the  flate 
of  the  magazine,  that  meafures  might  be  taken  for  its 
replenishment.  Means  having  been  contrived  by  his 
iordfnip's  order  for  fecuring  the  magazine,  and  no  no- 
tice having  been  given  of  fpring  guns  being  prepared, 
fome  inconfiderate  young  men  attempted  to  furnifh 
■themfelves  with  arms  out  of  it,  and  one  of  them  was 
wounded.  The  mode  of  defending  the  magazine  by 
fpring  guns,  and  the  unfortunate  accident,  irritated  the 
minds  of  many,  who  were  joined  by  others.  A  great 
conccurfe  of  people,    from  different  parts,   affembled, 

and 
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and  though  the  houfe  was  fitting,  broke  open  the  maga- 
zine, and  took  away  many  of  the  arms.  Some  of  the 
members,  hearing  what  was  going  forward,  repaired  to 
the  magazine,  and  though  not  in  time  to  prevent  its 
being  forced  open,  by  remonftrating  with  all  the  people 
they  met  againft  fuch  proceedings,  prevailed  with  them 
to  return  the  arms.  The  keys  of  the  magazine  were 
afterward  delivered  to  the  committee  of  the  houfe,  by 
his  lordfhip's  order;  who,  upon  examination,  found 
mod  of  the  remaining  powder  buried  in  the  magazine 
yard,  where  it  fuftered  confiderable  damage  by  the  rain: 
the  mufkets  were  deprived  of  their  locks ;  and  the  ma- 
gazine was  naked  and  infufncient  in  all  refpecls. 

An  account  was  brought  into  Williamfburgh,  that  7. 
capt.  Collins  of  the  Magdalen,  had  flipped  his  cables, 
and  v/as  come  up  the  river  with  a  number  of  boats,  con- 
taining a  hundred  men  at  leaf!:,  intended  to  be  marched 
into  the  city.  Upon  this  report  a  number  of  people 
affembled  under  arms,  that  they  might  defend  the  city 
and  its  inhabitants,  in  cafe  any  thing  hoflile  mould  be 
attempted.  Upon  hearing  what  his  lordfhip  had  faid 
to  the  council,  they  retired  peaceably  and  quietly,  with- 
out any  difliurbance.  However,  their  readinefs  to  af- 
femble  under  arms  upon  sports,  without  waiting  to 
know  whether  they  were  true  or  falfe,  made  fuch  an  im- 
preffion  upon  the  governor's  mind,  that  he  with  his  lady-  8. 
and  family  quitted  the  place,  early  in  the  morning,  pro- 
ceeded to  York-town,  and  went  on  board  the  Fowey 
man  of  war.  He  has  the  honor  of  being  the  firft  go- 
vernor*, who  thinks  it  neceffary  to  quit  his  govern*- 

*  Governor  Martin  went  not  en  board  the  Craifer  ilcop  till  the 
middle  of  July. 
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rnent,  and  rake  refuge   on  board  his  majefly's  fleet: 
though  in  his  letter  of  May  the  firft,  he  held  out  to  mi- 
niftry  his  hope,  that  with  a  fupply  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, he  mould  be  able  to  collect  from  among  Indians, 
negroes  and  other  perfons,  a  fufficient  force  to  defend 
government.     He  left  a  menage  for  the  houfe  of  bnr-J 
genes,  acquainting  them,  that  both  himfelf  and  family 
were  in  conftant  danger  through  the  fury  of  the  people ; 
that  he  hoped  they  would  proceed  in  the  bufinefs  before 
them :  and  that  he  mould  attend  as  ufual  to  the  duties 
of  his  office,  and  was  diipofed  to  reftore  the  harmony! 
which  had  been  fo  unhappily  interrupted. 

9»  The  meffage  produced  a  joint  addrefs  from  the  coun4 

cil  and  houfe,  declaring  that  they  would  cheerfully  con- 
cur in  any  meafure  he  mould  propofe  for  the  fecurity  o 
himfelf  and  family;  obferving  how  impracticable  i 
would  be  to  carry  on  bufinefs  at  fuch  a  diftance,  and 
entreating  his  return  with  his  lady  and  family  to  the 
palace,  as  what  would  alio  afford  great  public  fatisfa&ion, 
and  be  the  likelieft  mean  of  quieting  the  minds  of  the 
people. 

10.         His  lordmip  returned  a  written  anfwer,  in  which  he 

yiftified  his  apprcher.rlons  of  danger,  and  fpecifred  feve- 

ral  charges  againft  the  houfe  of  burg-effes.     It  contained 

-many  other  matters  tending  to  irritate  :  but  concluded 

iV,7\ih  mollifying  terms,  by  no  means  equal  however  to 

<£he  removal  of  the  acrimony  excited  by  the  preceding 

fevere  charges  and  implications.     It  foon  produced  a 

reply,  of  an  uncommon  length,  under  the  form  of  an 

;iidrefs.     The  addrefs  comprehended  the  fnbflance  of 

the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  by  the  houfe  of 

burgelTes  when  they  firft  met  -3  and  w7as  fraught  with  all 

the 
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the  bitterncfs  of  recrimination,  as  well  as  with  defenfive 
arguments,  and  an  examination  of  facts.  And  yet  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  expreffed,  were  as  refpectful  as 
poffible,  and  of  a  nature  fluted  to  the  reprefentative  of 
their  fovereign,  and  to  their  own  dignity.  When  upon 
his  lordihip's  letters  to  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  they  re- 
plied to  his  affertion,  <c  not  a  few  did  join  (in  what  he  was 
pleafed  to  call  an  opprobrious  meajure)  to  avoid  paying 
their  debts,  in  which  many  of  the  principal  people  here  are 
much  involved"  "  We  can  only  anfwer  for  ourfelves  in 
the  negative ;  and  mull  confider  fo  indifcriminate  a 
charge  as  extremely  injurious. "  It  is  well  known,  that 
many  not  only  in  Virginia,  but  in  every  other  colony, 
were  deeply  indebted  to  Britifh  creditors ;  and  it  may 
be  admitted,  that  feveral  of  that  number  became  pro- 
fefledly  zealous  patriots  for  American  liberty,  with  a 
view  either  of  efcaping  or  of  delaying  the  payment  of 
their  juft  debts.  However  to  infer  from  thence,  that  the 
great  body  of  popular  leaders  in  the  prefent  difpute,  were 
or  are  actuated  by  fuch  a  motive  would  be  highly  cul- 
pable. All  the  fupporters  of  a  good  caufe  mould  be 
influenced  by  principles  that  are  unexceptionable :  but 
the  ftate  of  mankind  forbids  the  expectation  of  fo  de« 
firable  an  event. 

The  report  of  the  committee  afTerted?  that  a  general 
tranquillity  prevailed  previous  to  the  affair  of  the  powderf 
and  the  governor's  declaration  about  freeing  the  (laves; 
that  the  people  had  no  defign  or  wifri  after  an  indepen- 
dency of  Great  Britain  3  that  they  had  a  moil:  eager  de- 
fire  for  fuch  a  connection  as  exifted  before  the  late  acts 
of  parliament  $  and  that  a  redrefs  of  grievances  would 

imme- 
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immediately  eftablifli  tranquillity,  and  be  productive  of 
a  reconciliation  with  the  parent  Hate. 
14.  The  houfe  cf  burgeffes  prefented  their  addrefs  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  governor's  fpeech;  in  which  they  faid  of 
Lord  North's  conciliatory  motion,  "  We  examined  it 
minutely  j  we  viewed  it  in  every  point  of  light  in  which 
we  were  able  to  place  it,  and,  with  pain  and  difappoint- 
ment,  we  muft  ultimately  declare,  it  only  changes  the 
form  of  oppreMion,  without  lightening  its  burden." 
They  clofed  with  thefe  expreffive  words — cc  We  have 
decently  remonflrated  with  parliament :  they  have  added 
new  injuries  to  the  old.  We  have  weaned  our  king 
with  fupplications :  he  has  not  deigned  to  anfwer  us. 
We  have  appealed  to  the  native  honor  and  juftice  of  the 
Britifh  nation :  their  efforts  in  our  favor  have  been  hi- 
therto ineffectual.  What  then  remains  to  be  done  ? 
That  we  commit  our  injuries  to  the  even-handed  juflice 
of  that  Being  who  doth  no  wrong ;  earneftly  befeeching 
him  to  illuminate  the  councils,  and  profper  the  endea-r 
vours,  of  thofe  to  whom  America  hath  confided  her 
hopes,  that,  through  their  wife  direction,  we  may  again 
fee,  re-united,  the  bleffings  of  liberty  and  property,  and 
the  mod  permanent  harmony  with  Great  Britain."  The 
body  of  the  addrefs  contains  this  remark,  cc  Lord  Cha- 
tham's bill  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  terms  of  the  con- 
grefs  on  the  other,  would  have  formed  a  bafis  for  ne- 
gotiation ;  which  a  fpirit  of  accommodation,  on  both 
fides,  might  perhaps  have  reconciled." 

Every  day  afforded  new  ground  for  bickering,  and 
every  incident  frefh  room  for  altercation  between  the 
governor  and  houfe  of  burgeffes.     At  length  the  necef- 
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fary  bills  having  pafTed  the  houfe,  and  the  advanced  fea- 
fon  requiring  the  attendance  of  the  members  in  their 
feveral  counties,  the  council  and  burgelTes  jointly  en* 
treated  the  governor's  prefence  to  give  his  affentto  them 
and  finifh  the  feflion.  After  meflages  to  and  fro,  his 
lordihip  declined  meeting  them  at  the  Capitol,  though 
they  pledged  their  honor  and  every  thing  facred  for  his 
fecurity ;  but  he  informed  them,  that  he  would  be  ready 
to  receive  them  at  his  prefent  refidence.  This  anfwer 
put  an  end  to  all  public  correspondence  between  the 
crovernor  and  the  colony.  The  burgelTes  pafTed  refolu- 
tions  declaring,  that  the  meffage  requiring  them  to  at- 
tend him  on  board  a  lhip  of  war,  was  a  high  breach  of 
their  rights  and  privileges  -,  that  they  had  reafon  to  fear 
a  dangerous  attack  might  be  meditated  againfl  the  un- 
happy people  of  the  colony  -,  and  that  it  was  therefore 
their  opinion,  that  they  mould  prepare  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  their  property,  and  their  ineflimable  rights  and 
privileges.  They  then  made  ilrong  profefTions  of  loy- 
alty to  the  king,  and  amity  to  the  mother  country,  and 
adjourned  themfelves  to  October. 

A  convention  of  delegates  was  appointed  to  fupply  July 
the  place  of  the  houfe  of  burgelTes,  who,  having  an 
unlimited  confidence  repofed  in  them  by  the  people, 
became  accordingly  poiTelTed  of  an  unlimited  power  in 
all  public  affairs.  They  alfo  formed  themfelves  into  a 
committee  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  co- 
lony; and  the  next  day  refolved,  that  a  fufficient  armed  19. 
force  be  immediately  raifed  and  imbodied,  for  its  de- 
fence and  protection. 

Nothing  more  need  be  laid  of  the  Delaware  counties, 
than  that  they  remain  firm  to  the  caufe  they  have  dpoufed. 

The 
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16,  The  Maryland  convention  met  at  Annapolis,  and 
unanimoufly  refolved  upon  an  afTociation  to  be  figned 
by  the  members,  and  by  all  other  the  freemen  of  the 
province.  They  faid^  cc  We  do  unite  as  one  band,  and 
folemnly  pledge  ourfelves  to  each  other,  and  to  Ame- 
rica, that  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  fupport 
the  prefent  oppofition.  carrying  on,  as  well  by  arms  as 
by  the  continental  arTpcLdon,  retraining  our  commerce." 
•They  alfo  refolved,  "  That  there  be  forty  companies  of 
minute  men  enrolled  as  foon  as  may  be ;  and  that  every 
•able-bodied  effective  freeman  within  the  province,  be- 
tween fixteen  and  fifty  (clergymen  of  all  denominations, 
praftifmg  phyficians,  the  houfhold  of  the  governor,  mi- 
nute and  artillery  men,  and  perfons  who  from  their  re- 
ligious principles  cannot  bear  arms  in  any  cafe,  except- 
ed) as  foon  as  may  be,  and  at  furthefl  before  the  fifteenth 
of  September,  mail  enroll  himfelf  in  fome  company  of 
militia."  They  eflablifhed  a  council  of  fafety  confid- 
ing of  fixteen  perfons,  who  are  to  regulate  the  opera- 
tions of  the  minute  men  and  militia,  and  are  alfo,  during 
the  recefs,  to  do  all  other  matters  for  fecuring  the  pro- 
vince, and  for  providing  for  its  defence. 

They  ordered  committees  of  observation  and  of  cor- 
refpondence  to  be  chofen;  and  bills  of  credit  to  the 
amount  of  266,666  dollars  to  be  (truck  with  all  conve- 
nient fpeed  for  the  fervice  of  the  province. 

The  Pennfylvania  allembly  have  eflablifhed  a  military 
afTociation  through  the  colony,  and  ordered  feveral 
battalions  to  be  raifed,  clothed  and  armed.  The  whole 
colony  is  preparing  for  a  vigorous  defence.  The  change 
in  the  aflembly  from  a  moil  pacific  to  a  martial  com- 
plexion, is  owing  to  the  times.    The  number  of  Quakers 

returned 
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returned  to  ferve  in  it,  was  not  fo  large  as  formerly ; 
and  fome  of  them,  being  upon  principle  oppofed  to 
prefent  meafures,  have  religned  their  feats,  (which  they 
have  the  privilege  of  doing)  and  left  them  to  be  filled 
by  perfons  of  a  different  judgment. 

The  Philadelphians,  with  a  view  to  the  fafety  of  the 
city,  are  alfo  engaged  in  making  huge  machines  to  fink 
in  the  narrow  part  of  the  Delaware,  and  in  complet- 
ing a  number  of  large  galliots,  carrying  at  their  bows 
guns  from  32  to  48  pounders,  fwivels,  &c.  The  ma- 
chines are  formed  of  large  heavy  fquare  pieces  of  tim- 
ber. Two  long  ones,  at  a  proper  parallel  diftance  from 
each  other,  form  the  horizontal  bafe  that  is  to  reft  on 
the  bed  of  the  river.  Right  over  thefe  are  placed  two 
others  of  fimilar  fize,  riling  from  toward  the  ends  of 
the  horizontal  bafe,  in  fuch  an  angular  direction,  as 
with  their  elevated  ends,  fortified  with  ftrong  iron  points, 
to  pierce  any  veffels  which  may  fail  againft  them.  The 
degree  of  elevation  is  fuch  as  to  give  the  greateft  re- 
fiftance  with  the  lead  danger  to  the  timbers.  The  four 
main  pieces  are  joined  to  each  other  by  many  fhorter 
ones.  The  whole  machine  is  fo  contrived  that,  with 
its  own  weight,  and  what  may  be  added  to  it  when 
funk,  it  can  neither  be  broken,  nor  forced  backward, 
nor  turned  over.  They  have  given  the  name  of  die- 
vaux  de  Frife  to  thefe  machines. 

There  is  nothing  in  New  Jerfey  which  requires  par- 
ticular notice. 

The  New  Yorkers  were  freed  from  the  apprehenfions 
they  were  under,  through  the  expectation  of  troops 
from  Europe,  foon  after  their  arrival.  The  fecond  em- 
barkation from  Corke,  confiding  of  four  regiments,  .got 

fafe 
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fafe  to  Sandy  Hook,  where  they  received  orders  from 
general  Gage  to  fail  for  Boflon.  They  were  wanted  to 
flrengthen  the  army,  after  the  lofs  it  had  fuftained,  by 
BreedVhill  battle.  The  few  troops  that  were  ftationed 
at  the  barracks,  about  fifty,  went  on  board  the  Alia 
June  man  of  war,  fome  time  before,  on  the  fixth  of  June  j 
6"  fo  that  the  city  of  New  York  was  wholly  without  re- 
gulars. 
24.  Governor  Tryon  arrived  at  New  York  from  London. 
Ke  is  in  much  efteem  with  a  large  number  of  the  citi- 
zens and  others ;  and  if  any  one  can  fucceed  in  draw- 
ing oft  that  colony  from  the  union,  he  will  probably  be 
the  perfon.  It  is  not  to  be  thought,  that  he  is  limited 
by  miniftry  either  as  to  expences  or  promifes ;  but  may 
fuit  himfelf  to  perfons  and  emergencies.  There  is  ap- 
parently good  policy  in  employing  him  to  erTecl:  the  re- 
covery of  New  York  to  the  fide  of  adminiftration.  He 
was  in  hope  of  finding  the  province  difunited  from  the 
others. 
July  The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty  of  the  city, 
3#  prefented  him  with  a  congratulatory  addrefs ;  compli- 
mented him  upon  the  rectitude  of  his  former  admini- 
fl ration,  and  expreiTed  their  truft,  in  the  aid  of  his  in- 
terceflion  with  his  majefty,  for  a  fpeedy  termination  of 
the  hoftile  animofities  of  his  contending  fubjects. 

The  governor  in  his  anfwer  confefied  his  disappoint- 
ment at  the  change  of  circumflances  in  the  province. 
To  palliate  the  treatment,  which  the  memorial  and  re- 
prefentation  of  the  New  Y'ork  general  afTembly  met 
with,  and  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  as  many  as  could 
confide  in  his  expreffions,  he  clofed  with  faying,  "  I  am 
acquainted  in  a  difpatch  from  the  earl  of  Dartmouth, 

5  that 
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that  the  memorial  and  reprefentation  of  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  this  province,  were  unfortunately  blended  with 
expreffions  containing  claims,  which  made  it  impoflible 
for  parliament,  confident  with  its  juftice  and  dignity  to 
receive  them  -,  yet  the  petition  to  the  king  has  been  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  who  was  pleafed  to  receive  it  with 
the  molt  gracious  expreffions  of  regard  and  attention  to 
the  humble  requefls  of  his  faithful  fubjecb  in  New 
York  j  and  I  am  authorized  to  fay,  that  nothing  can 
give  greater  fatisfa&ion  to  the  royal  bread,  than  to  fee 
us  again  a  happy  and  united  people." 

The  fame  day  the  addrefs  was  prefented,  all  the  king's 
{lores  of  various  kinds  were  taken  from  Turtle  Bay  and 
carried  clear  off. 

Connecticut  and  Rhode  Ifland  having  had  no  occa- 
fion  to  change  their  forms  of  government,  proceed  in 
their  ufual  modes  of  bunnefs,  to  fulfil  the  engagements 
they  are  under,  to  the  united  colonies  in  general,  and 
the  Maflachufetts  in  particular,  and  flag  not  in  their 
ardor  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  America. 

Let  us  return  to  the  Maflachufetts.  Political  necef- 
fity  obliged  the  provincial  congrefs  to  relbive,  "  That  Jane 
the  notes  and  bills  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Ifland,  of 
this  and  all  the  other  colonies  (except  Nova  Scotia  and 
Canada)  fhall  be  taken  and  received,  and  accounted  a 
good  and  fufricient  tender  for  the  payment  of  all  debts 
and  damages  arifing  upon  the  non -performance  of  any 
promifes;  and  the  committees  of  correfpondencs,  in- 
fpeclion  and  fafety,  in  the  refpeclive  towns,  are  to  re- 
turn the  names  of  ail  perfons  who  fhall  contravene  this 
jdblve*" 
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July        To  procure  a  fupply  of  articles  for  the  troops  of  the 

9*  colony,  a  refolve  paffed  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  feve- 
ral  towns  to  furnifh  fhirts,  breeches,  {lockings  and  fhoes, 
for  the  foldiers :  in  a  few  days  after,  a  recommen- 
dation palTed,  not  to  kill  any  Iheep  or  lambs,  except- 
ing in  cafes  of  abfolute  neceflity. 

In  confequence  of  the  letters  fent  to  the  feveral  towns 
and  diftricts  within  the  colony,  for  the  choice  of  repre- 
fentatives,  in  order  to  take  up  a  form  of  government, 

tg#  more  than  two  hundred  members  met  at  Watertown, 
and  constituted  the  houfe  of  arTembly.  The  general  faft 
interpoung,  the  counfellors  were  not  chofen  till  Friday 
morning  the  twenty-nYd. 

Aug.  The  houfe  agreed  to  raife  30,000  k  fterling.  The 
raifing  of  money  will  probably  produce  much  difTatif- 
faction.  Great  numbers,  who  are  warm  for  the  liber- 
ties  of  America,  and  violently  oppofed  to  being  taxed 
by  Great  Britain,  are  fo  inconfiderate  as  to  imagine, 
they  are  to  be  exempted  from  almoft  every  tax  upon 
their  fucceeding  in  the  prefent  conteft.  They  are  for 
enjoying  all  the  advantage  of  civilized  fociety,  without 
paying  their  proportion  toward  the  expence  of  fupport-jj 
ing  it. 

9.  Captain  Linzee,  of  the  Falcon  (loop  of  war,  chafed 

two  fchooners  from  the  Weft  Indies,  one  of  which  he 
foon  brought  to  -,  the  other,  having  the  advantage  of  a 
fair  wind,  put  into  Glouceiler  harbour,  at  Cape  Anne; 
and  the  captain  purfued  into  the  harbour,  bringing  the 
one  with  him.  He  anchored  and  fent  two  barges  with 
fifteen  men  each,  armed  v/ith  fwivels  and  mufkets,  at- 
tended with  a  whale  boat,  in  which  was  the  lieutenant 
and  fix  privates,  meaning  to  feize  the  loaded  fchooner. 

The 
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*The  militia  and  inhabitants  took  the  alarm,  collected,  I775'* 
fired  from  the  more,  and  killed  three  men,  befide  wound- 
ing the  lieutenant.     On  this  the  captain  fent  the  other 
fchooner  and  a  fmaU  cutter  well  armed,  with  orders  to 
fire  on  the  damn'd  rebels  wherever  they  could  fee  them, 
while  he  engaged  in  cannonading  the  town.     Not  a  ball 
ftruck  or  wounded  a  fingle  perfon,  though  they  pa  fled 
through  the  houfes  filled  with  women  and  children,  in 
almoft  every  direction.      The  party  at  the  water- fide 
foon  made  themfelves  mailers  of  both  the  fchooners, 
the  cutter,  the  two  barges,  the  boat,  and  every  man  in 
them.     The  action  lafted  feveral  hours.     The  provin- 
cials loft  but  one  man,  and  had  two  others  wounded ; 
one  of  whom  is  fince  dead.     They  captured  thirty-five 
men  belonging   to  the  Falcon,    feveral  of  whom  are 
wounded,  and  one  of  them  fince  dead.     Captain  Linzee 
after  this  warped  off,  having  loft  half  his  men. 

The  fcarcity  of  ammunition  is  fo  alarming,  that  the    izm 
houfe  agreed  upon  recommending  it  to  the  inhabitants, 
not  to  fire  a  gun  at  beaft,  bird,  or  mark,  without  real 
neceflity,  to  prevent  a  wafte  of  powder. 

About  five  weeks  fince,  general  Gage  fent  two  offi- 
cers to  New  York,  to  procure  all  the  men  they  could, 
out  of  fhips  expected  from  Scotland  or  elfewhere,  to 
join  him  as  volunteers ;  and  with  orders  to  return  to 
Bofton  with  all   expedition.     This  befpeaks  a  want  of 
men.     The  want  of  frefh  provifion  will  be  fupplied  for 
a  fliort  fpace,  by  the  return  of  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  this    k, 
day,  from  the  Sound,  bringing  with  them  about  2000 
fheep,  and   no  oxen,  befide  eggs,  butter,  ecc.  which 
they  have  taken  off  from  Gardner's  and  other  iflands. 
Vol.  II.  H  Cover. 
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fW.  Governor  Wentworth  ftill  continues  in  New  Hamp^ 
{hire  ;  but  the  influence  of  the  popular  leaders  is  increaf- 
ing,  while  his  diminiflies  daily.  He  can  no  longer  con-, 
fide,  as  formerly,  in  the  attachment  of  the  people  foi 
fafety ;  and  has  for  thefe  two  months  taken  up  his  refi- 
dence  at  Fort  William  and  Mary. 

The  bulk  of  the  colonifls  have  certainly  been  mud 
encouraged  in  their  flruggles  againfl  the  claims  of  par- 
liament  and  adminiftration,  from  the  multiplied  aflii- 
rances  they  have  received  that  the  body  of  the  people 
in  England  wifh  them  fuccefs  5  and  from  their  knowing 
that  many  of  the  mod  virtuous  and  independent  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  are  for  them ;  and  among  this  or- 
der, in  their  eftimation,  the  beft  bifhop  that  adorns  the 
bench  %  as  great  a  judge  as  the  nation  can  boaft  f,  and 
the  greateft  itatefman  it  ever  faw  J, 


LETTER      II. 

Roxlury,  December  30^  1775. 


TH  E  acceffion  of  Georgia  to  the  colonies  will  00 
cafion  their  being  called  henceforward  THE 
THIRTEEN  UNITED  COLONIES.  To 
aid  in  the  defence  of  that  colony,  congrefs  refolved 
early  in  November,  to  keep  up  a  battalion  there  at  the 
continental  expence.      Toward  the  clofe  of  the  year, 

*  The  biftiop  of  St,  Afaptu    t  Lord  Camden,    %  Lord  Chatham. 

Dr, 
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Dr.  Zubly,  perceiving  that  there  was  an  apparent  pro-  i-^r, 
penfity  to  independency  in  feveralof  the  delegates,  with- 
drew and  returned  to  Georgia.  His  oppofition  to  it 
being  well  known,  and  his  influence  upon  the  Georgia 
inhabitants  being  feared,  it  was  contrived,  that  one  of 
his  brother  delegates,  Mr.  John  Houfton,  fhould  like- 
wife  return,  with  a  defign  of  counteracting  him,  in  cafe 
he  fhould  fet  himfelf  to  oppofe  independency. 

The  firft  hoflilities  which  happened  in  this  colony  be- 
tween the  oppofite  parties,  commenced  about  the  mid- 
dle of  November,  when  a  number  of  royalifts  attacked 
the  American  whigs,  and  by  their  fuperiority  obliged 
:he  latter,  after  three  days,  to  furrender  the  fort  in  which 
:hey  expected  to  make  an  effectual  refinance. 

The  governor  of  South  Carolina,  lord  William  Camp- 
bell, after  the  provincial  congrefs  had  railed  troops,  gave 
:ommifTions  to  the  officers  of  the  volunteer  companies  of 
nilitia,  that  were  formed  and  trained  on  the  recorn  men- 
tation of  the  popular  leaders.     His  lordfhlp  alio  con- 
vened an  aflfembiy,  of  which  feveral  officers  in  the  pro- 
vincial regiments  were  members ;  but  finding  them  and 
heir  colleagues  inflexibly  itt  againft  his  fchemes,  he  dif-  Sept. 
blved  them,  and  never  afterward  iffued  writs  for  a  new   2  fr 
lection.     He  was  indefatigable  in  fecretly  promoting 
>ppofition  to  the  popular  meafures,  and  kept  up  a  con- 
:ant  correfpondence  with  the    back  country   royaliib. 
Thefe  people  were  told,  that  it  would  be  imporTibie  to 
efift  the  power  of  Britain  -,  that  the  whole  difpute  was 
bout  a  trifling  tax  on  tea,  and  that  the  expences  of  the 
ew  raifed  provincial  regiments  would  be  infinitely  more 
ian  the  infignificant  taxes  impofed  by  the  Britifh  par- 
ament.     They  were  therefore  much  difafTedled  with 

H  2  the 
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1*75.  the  proceedings  of  the  provincial  congrefs.      It  being 
fufpe&ed    in    Charleftown,    that   their  difaffe&ion  was 
greatly  owing  to  the  governor ;  in  order  to  afcertain,  if 
poffible,  the  connection  between  them,  captain  Adam 
M'Donald,  of  a  new  raifed  provincial  regiment,  intro- 
duced himfelf  to  his  lordfhip,  about  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember, under  the  feigned  name  of  Dick  Williams,  a 
fnppofed  confidential  mefienger  from  thefe  royalifts.     In 
this  affumed  chara&er  he  had  a  long  converfation  with 
his  lordfhip,  and  was  informed,  that  a  letter  received 
the  day  before  fet  forth,  cc  That  his  majefty  was  deter- 
mined fpeedily  to  fend  out  troops  to  execute  his  fchemes 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other."     The  con- 
verfation being  reported  to  the  general  committee,  they 
fent  a  deputation,  of  which  captain  McDonald  was  one, 
to  demand  a  communication  of  his  lordfhip's  late  dif- 
patches  from  England,  and  a  perufal  of  his  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  back  country.     Thefe  requifitions  being 
refufed,  it  was  moved  to  take  the  governor  into cuftody, 
but  the  motion  was  rejected  by  a  great  majority.     His 
lordihip,    mortified  at  the  deception  which  had  been 
palled  upon  him,  and  diftruftful  of  his  perfonal  fafety 
in  Charleftown,  took  the  provincial  feal  with  him,  and 
retired  on  board  the  Tarnar  (loop  of  war. 
Nov.      When  the  new  provincial  congrefs  met,  it  was  thought 
*•      by  the  royalifls,  that  the  determinations  of  the  former 
would  have  been  reverfed  ;  but  they  were  difappointed. 
In  order  to  obftru£t  the  paffage  of  the  king's  fhips  to 
Charleftown,  through  Flog  I  Hand  channel,   a  number 
of  hulks  were  ordered  to  be  funk,  and  captain  Tufts 
had  the  charge  of  covering  the  workmen,  on  board  a 

fchooner, 
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fchooner,  armed  for  the  fecurity  of  the  town,  and  called  J775« 
the  Defence.  The  Tamar  and  Cherokee  warped  in  the  12. 
ni°"ht,  within  gun  (hot  of  him,  and  began  a  heavy  can- 
nonade ;  but  at  fun-rife  dropped  down  to  their  moor- 
ings, without  having  done  any  material  injury.  This 
was  the  commencement  of  open  hoftilities  in  South  Ca- 
rolina. 

The  provincial  congrefs  imprerTed  the  (hip  Profper,  x3* 
and  ordered  her  to  be  fitted  as  a  frigate  of  war.  They 
voted  to  raife  a  regiment  of  artillery,  to  confift  of  three  14. 
companies  of  a  hundred  men  each ;  and  that  bills  of 
credit  amounting  to  17,000!.  fterling  mould  be  {truck 
for  their  fupport.  About  the  fame  time  a  new  council 
offafety  was  appointed,  and  authorized  cc  to  do  all  Rich 
matters  and  things  relative  to  the  ftrengthening  and  de- 
fending the  colony,  as  mould  by  them  be  judged  expe- 
dient and  neceffary." 

That  you  may  comprehend  the  nature  of  the  oppo- 
fition  to  popular  meafures  in  this  colony,  you  muft  be 
informed  of  various  events  relating  to  the  back  coun- 
try. About  1770,  the  extreme  difficulty  of  bringing 
criminals  from  remote  fettlements  to  a  legal  condemna- 
tion,  induced  numbers,  (tiled  regulators,  to  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hands.  They  inflicted  corporal  pu- 
nifhment  on  perfons  without  a  regular  condemnation. 
Lord  Charles  Greville  Montague,  the  governor,  to  cor- 
iec~t  thefe  abufes,  advanced  one  Scovil,  a  man  of  low 
character,  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  employed  him  to 
enforce  fettled  law  among  thefe  regulators.  He  adopt- 
ed fevere  meafures,  which  involved  multitudes  in  great 
diltrefs,  who  having  fuffered  fo  for  oppofing  regular  go- 
vernment, could  not  be  perfuaded  to  co-operate  with 
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|-<77j.  their  countrymen  in  the  fupport  of  congreiTes  and  com- 
mittees, whom  they  conceived  to  be  fimilar  to  their 
own  regulating  affemblies. 

A  number  of  Dutch  inhabitants  had  fettled  in  the 
fame  part  of  the  country,  on  lands  granted  by  the  go- 
vernment. They  brought  from  Europe  the  monarchi- 
cal ideas  of  their  holding  their  pofTeffions  at  the  king's 
pleafure.  They  were  therefore  eafily  made  to  believe, 
that  the  lofs  of  their  freeholds  would  be  the  confequence 
of  their  acceding  to  American  meafures.  After  the 
peace  of  Paris,  lands  were  offered  upon  eafy  terms,  to 
induce  foreign  Proteftants  to  exchange  their  native  coun- 
try for  a  fettlement  in  South  Carolina.  The  Irifh,  who 
accepted  'theft  offers,  were  generally  royalifls.  They 
conceived  that  they  owed  all  their  indulgences  to  the 
bounty  of  the  king,  and  fo  took  part  with  his  friends. 
Their  countrymen,  who  had  emigrated  from  the  northern 
provinces,  commonly  entered  with  zeal  into  the  new 
;.  :  Tures, 

The  violence  of  fome  over-zealous  friends,  who  in- 
lifted  upon  their  neighbours  Cgning  the  affociation,  pro- 
duced in  ieveral  a  determined  fpirit  of  oppofition. 

At  an  ejection  for  representatives  in  the  firft  popular 
affemblies,  Mofes  Kirkland  was  an  unfuccefsful  candi- 
date. In  wrath  he  exclaimed,  (  If  this  difpute  becomes 
ferious,  the  people  of  South  Carolina  fhall  feel  the 
weight  of  my  influence,'  The  provincial  congrefs, 
to  gain  him,  gave  him  the  rank  of  captain  in  one 
of  the  provincial  regiments  -9  but  he  was  difgufled,  that 
his  rival  was  promoted  to  the  higher  rank  of  major.  He 
accepted  his  commiilion.,  and  mlifted  men;  but  foon, 

refigned, 
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reOgned,   and  to  the  utmofl  encouraged  oppofition  to  1775. 
the  meafures  of  congrefs. 

The  people  in  general  felt  themfelves  fecure  in  their 
perfons  and  property.  It  was  therefore  eafy  to  offer  ar- 
guments againft  renouncing  prefcnt  comforts,  to  ward 
off  future  evils.  It  was  infinuated  to  them,  that  the 
gentlemen  on  the  fea  coaft,  in  order  to  obtain  their  tea 
free  from  tax,  were  adopting  meafures  which  would  in- 
volve the  back  country  in  the  want  of  fait,  ofnaburgs, 
and  imported  neceffaries.  The  popular  leaders  could 
not  urge  the  inhabitants  to  the  dangers  and  expences  of 
war,  otherwife  than  on  fpeculation,  to  prevent  the  more 
alarming  confequences  which  would  probably  take  place 
in  future,  if  the  proceedings  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
affainft  Boflon  and  the  Mailachufetts,  were  fuffered  to 
pafs  into  precedent. 

Though  there  were  many  royalifts  in  moil  parts  of  the 
colony,  the  principal  fettlement,  in  which  they  out- 
numbered the  friends  of  congrefs,  was  in  the  country 
between  the  Broad  and  Saluda  rivers.  When  it  was  de- 
termined to  raife  troops,  the  inhabitants  of  that  part 
could  not  be  perfuaded,  that  the  meafure  was  necefTary. 
They  were  happy,  and  free  from  prefent  oppreffion, 
and  averfe  to  believing  that  any  defigns,  inimical  to 
American  liberty,  had  been  adopted  by  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment. The  council  of  fafety  fent  the  honorable 
William  Henry  Drayton,  and  the  reverend  William 
Tennent,  to  explain  to  them  the  nature  of  the  difpute. 
They  had  feveral  meetings,  and  much  eloquence  was 
exerted  to  induce  them  to  fign  the  aflbciation.  Some 
fubfcribed ;  but  the  greater  part  could  not  be  perfuaded, 
that  there  was  any  neceflity  for  congreffes,  committees, 
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1775.  or  military  eftabl: foments.  Sufpicions  prevailed.  The 
friends  of  the  royal  government  doubted  the  authenti- 
city of  all  pamphlets  and  news-papers,  which  afcribed 
to  the  Britifh  troops  in  Bofton,  or  to  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, any  defigns  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  colo- 
nifts.  They  viewed  the  whole  as  an  impofition  by  art- 
ful men.  The  friends  of  congrefs  fufpe&ed  the  leading 
men  of  the  royalifts  to  be  in  the  pay  of  lord  William 
Campbell.  Reports  were  circulated  by  one  party,  that 
a  plan  was  laid  to  feize  the  commiflioners  fent  by  the 
council  of  fafety :  by  the  other,  that  the  third  provin- 
cial regiment  was  brought  up  to  compel  the  inhabitants 
to  fign  the  afibciation.  Motives  and  defigns  were  re- 
ciprocally attributed  to  each  other  of  the  moil  mifchiev- 
ous  tendency.  The  royalifts  imbodied  for  reafons  fnni- 
lar  to  thofe  which  had  induced  the  other  inhabitants  to 
arm  themfelves  againft  Britain.  They  fufpecled  their 
adverfaries  of  an  intention  to  dragoon  them  into  a  com- 
pliance with  the  meafures  of  congrefs ;  and  they,  in 
their  turn,  were  fufpecled  of  a  defign  to  commence  hof- 
tiiities  againft  the  affociators,  for  difturbing  the  efta- 
blifhed  royal  government.  Camps  were  formed  in  op- 
pofttion  to  each  other,  and  great  pains  taken  to  increafe 
their  idpeciive  numbers.  Moderate  men  employed 
their  good  offices ;  and  after  fome  days,  the  leaders  on 
both  fides  met  in  conference.  Several  explications 
having  taken  place,  a  treaty  was  reciprocally  agreed  to, 
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Sept.  by  which  it  was  fcipulated,  that  the  royalifts  fhould  re- 
main in  a  ftate  of  neutrality.  Both  parties  retired  to 
their  homes,  and  a  temporary  calm  fucceeded. 

But  Mr.   Robert  Cunningham,     a   principal   leader 
among  the  royalifts,  continued  r,q  encourage  oppofition 

to 
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to  popular  meafures,  and  declared  that  he  did  not  con-  i77£. 
fider  himfelf  as  bound  by  the  treaty.  This  declaration 
was  conftrued  as  an  evidence  of  a  fixed  intention  again 
to  difturb  the  peace.  To  prevent  his  attempting  it,  he 
was  apprehended,  brought  to  Charleftown,  and  com- 
mitted to  jail.  His  brother,  Mr.  Patrick  Cunningham, 
inftantly  armed  a  party  of  friends  and  purfued,  in  ex- 
pectation of  refcuing  him.  The  party  collected  on  this 
occafion  feized  a  thoufand  pounds  of  powder,  and  a 
quantity  of  lead,  which  was  pafling  through  their  fettle- 
ment,  as  a  prefent  to  the  Cherokee  Indians;  and  was 
intended  to  confirm  them  in  their  pacific  difpofition. 
Some  perfons  among  the  royalifts  propagated  a  report, 
that  it  was  accompanied  with  inftructions  to  them,  to  kill 
every  man  who  fhould  refufe  to  fign  the  affociation. 
This  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  inflaming  the  minds  of 
feveral.  It  was  alio  confidently  afferted,  that  private 
marks  had  been  agreed  on  by  the  popular  leaders  and 
Indian  chiefs,  to  diftinguifh  the  affociators  from  the  non- 
affociators;  the  former  of  whom  were  to  be  fpared,  and 
the  latter  facrirlced.  Great  pains  were  moreover  taken, 
to  exafperate  the  inhabitants  againft  the  council  of  Mety$ 
for  furnifhing  the  Indians  with  powder,  at  a  time  when 
the  white  people  could  not  be  fupplied  with  that  article. 
Lord  William  Campbell  had  uniformly  recommend- 
ed to  the  royalifts  to  remain  quiet  till  the  arrival  of  a 
Britifh  force.  This  advice  had  been  providentially  fruf- 
trated.  Similar  reafons  of  policy  to  thofe  which  induced 
the  royal  governor  to  recommend  inaction  to  the  royalifts, 
operated  with  the  council  of  fafety  to  crufn  their  intef- 
tine  foes  before  that  force  fhould  arrive.  The  rifing 
occafioned  by  the  feizing  of  Mr.  Cunningham,   was 
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t11H%  conftrued  into  a  violation  of  the  treaty,  and  gave  ground 
to  doubt  the  fincerity  of  their  engagements  to  continue 
in  a  ftate  of  neutrality.  It  was  feared,  that  as  foon  as 
a  proper  opportunity  offered,  they  would  throw  their 
weight  into  the  royal  fcale.  It  was  therefore  judged  ne« 
ceffary,  to  march  an  army  into  their  fettlements  before 
that  event  fhould  exifl.  But  to  remove  prejudices,  the 
provincial  congrefs,  firft  of  all  circulated  through  their 
fettlements,  a  declaration  aiTigning  the  reafons  for  the 

Nov.  prefent  to  the  Cherokees,  and  detecting  the  invidious 
mifreprefentations  that  had  been  put  upon  the  meafure.  ! 
They  folemnly  declared  before  Almighty  God,  that  they 
did  not  believe  any  order  was  ever  iffued,  or  any  idea 
ever  entertained  by  the  late  council  of  fafety,  or  any 
member  of  it,  or  by  any  perfon  under  authority  of  con-  | 
grefs,  to  caufe  the  Indians  to  commence  hoftilities  upon 
the  frontiers  or  any  part  thereof.  They  then  fent  for- 
ward a  large  body  of  militia  and  new  raifed  regulars, 
who  were  joined  by  feven  hundred  militia  from  North 
Carolina,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  regulars.  They 
foon  had  an  army  of  feveral  thoufand  men  under  their 
direction,  with  inftructions  "  to  apprehend  the  leaders 
of  the  party  which  had  feized  the  powder,  and  to  do  all 
other  things  necefTary  to  fupprefs  the  prefent  and  pre- 
vent future  infurrections."  Aflurances  were  publicly 
given,  that  no  injury  fhould  be  done  to  inoffenfive  per- 
fonS;  remaining  quietly  on  their  plantations.  The  leaders 
of  the  royalifts  found  great  difficulty  in  perfuading  their 
followers  to  imbody ;  and  they  themfelves  v/ere  deflitute 
of  political  knowledge  and  military  experience.  The 
unanimity  of  the  whigs,  and  the  numbers,  which  from 
all  fides  invaded  the  fettlements  of  the  royalifts,  dif- 
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heartened  them  from  facing  their  adverfaries  in  the  field.  i77^ 
The  whigs  acted  by  fyftem,  and  in  concert  with  .their 
brethren  of  neighbouring  colonies,  and  were  directed  by 
a  council  of  fafety,  compofed  of  the  greatell  and  wifeft 
men  in  the  province.  They  eafily  carried  every  point, 
feized  the  leaders  of  the  royalifts,  and  difperfed  their  fol- 
lowers, without  the  lofs  of  a  fmgle  man :  moil  of  the 
royalifts  returned  to  their  plantations,  while  feveral  re- 
tired over  the  mountains. 

In  North  Carolina,  the  committees  of  the  diftrict  of 
Wilmington  alleged  a  number  of  charges  againfl  gover- 
nor Martin,  particularly  thofe  of  fomenting  a  civil  war 
and  of  exciting  an  infurrection  among  the  negroes  i  upon 
which  they  declared  him  an  enemy  to  America  in  gene- 
ral, and  to  that  province  in  particular,  and  forbad  all 
perfons  holding  any  communication  with  him. 

When  their  proceedings  appeared  in  print,  the  go-  Aug« 
vernor  publifhed  his  remarks  upon  them,  in  a  procla-     8* 
mation  of  uncommon  length ;  which  the  provincial  con- 
grefs,  in  their  fubfeaxuent  meeting  at  Hiilfborough,  re- 
folved  unanimoufly  to  be  a  falfe,  fcandalous,  fcurrilous,   25* 
malicious  and  feditious  libel,  and  ordered  to  be  burnt 
by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman.      Four  days 
before,  a  plan  of  confederation  was  laid  before  them. 
Upon  mature  deliberation  they  refolved,  that  cc  They 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  plan  of  general  confederation 
between  the  united  colonies  is  not  at  prefent  eligible ; 
and  that  the  prefent  aflbciation  ought  to  be  further  relied 
on  for  bringing  about  a  reconciliation  with  the  parent 
ftate,  and  a  further  confederacy  ought  only  to  be  adopt- 
ed  in  cafe  of   the  laft  extremity."      Afterward   Mr.  Sept, 
Hooper  fubmitted  to  them  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants    8m 
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*77JT«  of  the  Britifh  empire,  which  was  unanimoufiy  received. 
In  anfwer  to  the  fuggeftion,  that  independence  was  their 
object,  they  fay,  *  We  again  declare,  and  we  invoke 
that  Almighty  Being  who  fearches  the  recefies  of  the 
human  heart,  and  knows  our  moft  fecret  intentions,  that 
it  is  our  moft  earneft  wifti  and  prayer  to  be  reftored, 
with  the  other  united  colonies,  to  the  ftate  in  which  we 
and  they  were  placed  before  the  year  1763,  difpofed  to 
glance  over  any  regulations  which  Britain  had  made  pre- 
vious to  this,  and  which  feem  to  be  injurious  and  op- 
preflive  to  thefe  colonies,  hoping  that,  at  fome  future 
day,  fhe  will  benignly  interpofe,  and  remove  from  us 
every  caufe  of  complaint." 

They  broke  up  two  days  after,  having  fat  thre 
weeks.  During  the  fefTion,  they  agreed  upon  raifmg  a 
1000  men  5  upon  ftriking  a  quantity  of  paper  money, 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  troops  -3  upon  inlifting  a  con-| 
fiderable  body  of  minute  men  -,  in  a  word,  upon  putting 
the  colony  immediately  into  a  ftate  of  defence. 

Within  a  fortnight  after  the  fefTion  clofed,  the  grand 
repofitory  of  the  governor's  magazine  was  difcovered. 
In  the  palace  garden,  under  a  bed  of  cabbages,  was 
found  a  barrel,  containing  about  three  bufhels  of  gun- 
powder.  In  the  palace  cellar  were  dug  up  two  quarter! 
cafks  of  the  fame  commodity ;  and  in  the  garden  about 
1 000  lb.  of  mn fleet  balls,  about  500  weight  of  iron 
fwivel  balls,  a  large  quantity  of  fmall  fhot,  lead,  iron, 
worms  for  tht  cannon,  and  the  whole  apparatus  for  his 
park  of  artillery. 

The  Virginia  convention  continued  to  eftablifh  rules 
for  the  defence  and  regulation  of  the  colony  ;  and  pafled 
an  ordinance  for  imbodying  a  fufficicnt  force  for  its 

protection 
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protection.     It  appearing  to  them,  that  only  fifteen  half  i?75* 
barrels  of  powder  had  been  taken  out  of  the  magazine 
by  Lord  Dunmore's  order,  they  valued  it  fairly,  and 
then  directed  the   furplus  money  received  by  Patrick  Aug. 
Henry  efq;  to  be  returned  to  the  receiver  general. 

Upon  a  petition  of  fundry  merchants  and  others,  na- 
tives of  Great  Britain,  moftly  from  Scotland,  praying 
to  be  exempted  from  bearing  arms  againft  the  people 
among  whom  they  were  born,  and  promifing  to  obferve 
a  ftricl:  neutrality  in  cafe  the  colony  was  attacked  by  the 
Britifh  troops,  the  convention  unanimoufly  recommended  2£* 
to  the  committees,  and  others  the  good  people  of  the 
colony,  to  treat  all  fuch  refident  natives  as  did  not  fhow 
themfelves  enemies  to  the  common  caufe  of  America, 
with  lenity  and  friendfhip ;  to  protect  all  perfons  what- 
foever  in  the  juft  enjoyment  of  their  civil  rights  and 
liberty ;  to  difcountenance  all  national  reflections  5  and 
to  promote  union,  harmony,  and  mutual  good  will, 
among  all  ranks  of  people. 

Before  the  fefllon  ended,  the  delegates  in  a  declara- 
tion fet  forth  the  caufe  of  their  meeting,  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  immediately  putting  the  country  into  a  pofture 
of  defence,  for  the  better  protection  of  their  lives,  liber- 
ties and  properties.  In  it  they  folemnly  declare,  cc  be- 
fore God  and  the  world,  we  do  bear  faith  and  true  alle- 
giance to  his  majefty ;  and  will,  fo  long  as  it  may  be  in 
our  power,  defend  him  and  his  government,  as  founded 
on  the  laws  and  well-known  principles  of  the  conflitu- 
tion  :  we  will,  to  the  utmofl  of  our  power,  endeavour  by 
every  honorable  mean,  to  promote  a  reftoration  of  that 
friendfhip  and  amity,  which  fo  long  and  happily  fub- 
ftfted  between  our  fellow  fubjects  in  Great  Britain,  and 

the 
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*77f*the  inhabitants  of  America:  and  as,  on  the  one  hand, 
we  are  determined  to  defend  our  lives  and  properties, 
and  maintain  our  juft  rights  and  privileges,  at  even  the 
extreme!!  hazard,  fo,  on  the  other,  it  is  our  fixed  and 
unalterable  refolution  to  difband  fuch  forces  as  may  be 
railed  in  this  colony,  whenever  our  dangers  are  removed 
and  America  is  reftored  to  its  former  ftate  of  tranquilli 
and  happinefs." 

Lord  Dunmore  however,  being  joined  by  a  number, 
who  had  rendered  themfelves  obnoxious  to  the  country 
as  well  as  by  a  parcel  of  run-away  negroes,  and  fup 
ported  by  the  naval  force  upon  the  flation,  endeavoured 
to  eftablifh  fuch  a  marine,    as  might  enable  him,  by 
means  of  the  noble  rivers  with  which  the  colony  abounds, 
to  be  always  at  hand,  and  ready  to  profit  by  every  favor- 
able occafion  which  fhould  offer.     He  by  degrees  fitted 
and  armed  feveral  veffels,  in  one  of  which  he  conflantly 
refided,  never  fetting  his  foot  on  fhore,  but  in  an  hoftile 
manner.     The  force  was  calculated  only  for  depreda-j 
tions ;  and  while  thefe  were  confined  to  the  procuring 
of  provifions  or  other  neceffaries,  refpecl  was  ihown  to 
the  rank  and  office  of  the  governor :  but  being  at  length 
changed  into  open  and  avowed  hoftility,  his  lordfhip 
met  with  refiftance.     The  Virginians  could  not  brook  j 
his  feizing  perfons,  and  conveying  them  on  board  the 
fhips  j  deflroying  plantations,  and  carrying  off  the  ne- 
groes ;  and  burning  houfes.     They  therefore  fent  de- 
tachments of  the  new-raifed  forces  to  protect  the  coafls  ;  : 
and  from  thence  enfued  a  fmall  mifchievous  war,  inca- 
pable of  affording  honor  or  benefit.  • 

During  this  ftate  of  hoflility,  his  lordfhip  procured  a 
few  foldiers,  with  whofe  affiftance  an  attempt  was  made 

to 
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to  burn  the  port-town  of  Hampton.     The  inhabitants  1 775* 
having  a  previous  fufpicion  of  the  clefign,  funk  a  num- 
ber of  boats  acrofs  the  channel  to  prevent  a  landing. 
The  ihips,  having  furmounted  all  obftacles  in  the  night, 
drew  up  clofe  to  the  town,  and  began  a  furious  cannon-  Ocl, 
ade  in  the  morning.     At  this  critical  period,  a  detach-   '* 
ment  of  riflemen  from  Williamfburgh,  that  had  marched 
all  night,  arrived,  and  being  joined  by  the  minute-men 
and  others,  who  had  aiTembled  the  day  before,  took 
fuch  a  pofition  as  enabled  them,  with  their  fmall  arms, 
to  compel  the  enemy  precipitately  to  quit  their  ftation, 
with  the  lofs  of  fome  men  and  of  a  tender. 

In  confequence  of  this  repulfe,  the  governor  iffued  a  Nww 
proclamation,  declaring  that  martial  law  fhould  take 
place,  and  be  executed  through  the  colony ;  requiring 
all  perfons  capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  refort  to  his  ma- 
jelly's  ftandard,  or  to  be  looked  upon  as  traitors ;  and 
further  declaring  all  indented  fervants,  negroes  or  others 
(appertaining  to  rebels)  free,  who  were  able  and  willing  to 
bear  arms,  upon  joining  his  majefty's  troops.  TheVirgini- 
ans  highly  refented  his  lordfhip's  declaring  martial  law ; 
and  by  his  fingle  fiat,  attempting  to  {trip  them  of  their 
property,  and  to  arm  their  negroes  and  fervants  againfl 
them  to  effeft  their  deftruction.  This  meafure  occa- 
fioned  to  government  the  lofs  of  many  friends. 

The  proclamation  with  his  lordfhip's  prcfence  and  his 
marine,  produced  fome  effect  in  the  town  of  Norfolk 
and  the  adjoining  country,  where  many  were  well  affecled 
to  the  old  government.  He  was  accordingly  joined  by 
fome  hundreds  of  blacks  and  whites :  but  the  pleafure 
it  afforded  was  foon  interrupted  by  intelligence,  that  a 
party  of  Virginians  were  marching  toward  them  with 

great 
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|775*  great  expedition.  To  obftruct  their  defigns,  and 
protect  the  well  affected,  he  took  poffeffion  of  the  Great- 
Bridge  near  Norfolk,  a  pafs  of  much  confequence,  being 
the  only  way  by  which  the  town  could  be  approached. 
He  conftructed  a  fort  on  the  Norfolk  fide,  and  rendered 
it  as  defenfible  as  time  would  admit.  His  force  con- 
firmed of  about  200  regulars,  including  the  grenadiers  of 
the  14th  regiment,  and  a  body  of  Norfolk  volunteers: 
the  reft  was  a  motley  mixture  of  blacks  and  whites, 
The  Virginians,  under  colonel  Woodford,  fortified  them- 
felves  within  lefs  than  cannon  fhot  of  the  royalifts,  hav- 
ing a  narrow  caufeway  in  front,  which  was  to  be  palled 
to  come  at  their  works. 

In  this  fcate  they  continued  quiet  on  both  fides  for 
fome  days.  At  length  a  fervant  belonging  to  major 
Marfhall,  being  properly  tutored,  deferted  to  the  royalifts, 
and  told  them,  that  colonel  Woodford  had  not  more 
than  300  fhirtmen  (as  they  call  the  riflemen,  on  account 
of  their  being  dreffed  in  their  hunting  fhirts)  badly  pro- 
vided with  ammunition.  The  bait  took,  and  a  defign 
was  formed  for  furprifing  the  Virginians  in  their  in- 
trenchments.  Capt.  Leflie  with  the  regulars,  arrived  at 
the  bridge  about  three  in  the  morning;  and  being 
joined  by  about  300  white  and  black  flaves,  laid  planks 
upon  the  bridge,  and  croiTed  jufl  after  the  Virginians 
had  beaten  the  reveille,  a  lucky  time  for  the  laft, 
as  their  men  were  of  courfe  all  under  arms.  Capt. 
Fordyce,  at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers,  amounting  to 
about  fixty,  led  the  van,  while  lieutenant  Batut  com- 
manded the  advanced  party.  They  palled  the  caufe- 
way, which  admitted  only  of  a  few  men's  marching 
abreaft,  and  approached  the  intrenchments  with  fixed 

bayonets* 
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bayonets,  and  a  coolnefs  and  intrepidity  which  excited  J775- 
aftonifhment.  They  were  not  only  expofed  naked  to 
the  fire  in  front,  but  enfiladed  by  another  part  of  the 
provincial  lines.  The  captain  fell  with  feveral  of  his 
men,  within  a  few  yards  of  the  bread  work.  The  lieu- 
tenant with  others  were  taken,  and  all  the  furvivors  of 
the  grenadier  company,  whether  prifoners  or  not,  were 
wounded.  The  royalifts  were  fbon  obliged  to  found  a 
retreat,  having  fixty-two  men  killed  and  wounded.  The 
provincials,  during  the  whole  action,  did  not  lofe  a 
fingle  man,  and  had  only  one  (lightly  wounded.  The 
fire  of  the  artillery  from  the  fort  covered  the  retreat  of 
the  royalifts.  None  of  the  blacks,  &c.  in  the  rear,  with 
capt.  Leflie,  advanced  further  than  the  bridge.  Capt* 
Fordyce  was  buried  with  every  military  honor  by  the 
victors,  who  mowed  a  due  refpect  to  his  former  merit, 
as  well  as  to  the  gallantry  which  fignalized  his  laft  mo- 
ments. The  Britifh  prifoners  were  treated  with  great 
kindnefs :  the  American  royalifts,  who  joined  the  king's; 
itandard,  with  rigor.  The  king's  forces  retired  the 
enfuing  night,  without  other  lofs  than  a  few  pieces  of 
cannon.  Capt.  Leflie,  it  is  faid,  has  abfolutely  refufed 
to  act  any  more  on  fhore,  till  he  can  be  better  (up- 
ported  j  on  the  other  hand,  the  Norfolk  volunteers,  and 
the  black  battalions,  have  declined  acting  without  the 
regulars;  this  has  induced  his  lordfhip  to  abandon  the 

• 

intrench ments  at  Norfolk,  and  to  go  on  board  the  (hipr. 

Moft  of  the  wretched  negroes,  who  had  joined  him, 

were  now  left  to  fhift  for  themfelves. 

Colonel  Woodford  with  the  provincials,  entered  Nor-  Dec. 

folk;  but  almoft  all  the  inhabitants  had  fled  on  board    I4* 
I  the  (hips.     At  night  he  refigned  the  command  to  colonel 
«     Vol.  II.  I  Howe, 
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'775- Howe,  defigning  to  return  to  his  family,  and  attend 
on  his  private  affairs. 

Many  of  the  Scotch  petitioners  having,  contrary  to 
their  faith,  folemnly  plighted,  become  ftrict  adherents  to 
Lord  Dunmcrc,  and  active  promoters  of  his  meafures; 
and  having  excited  their  flaves  to  aft  againft  the  colony; 
the  convention  has  totally  refcinded  the  former  recom- 
mendation in  their  favor.  But  perfons  of  ability,  de- 
clining to  act  with  the  Virginians,  and  who  have  not 
taken  up  arms  nor  Jfhowed  themfelves  againft  them,  may 
be  permitted  to  leave  the  country. 

A  fcheme  tor  raifing  a  considerable  force,  for  the  fer- 
Vice  of  Lord  Dunmore,  has  been  lately  difcovered  in 
Maryland. 

One  John  Connelly,  a  native  of  Pennfylvania,  waitec 
on  his  lordfhip  with  certain  propofals,  toward  the  latter 
end  of  July,  which  being  approved  of,  he  difpatched 
intelligence  to  the  officers  of  the  militia  on  the  frontiers 
of  Augufta  county,  with  afiurances  from  his  lordfhip, 
that  fuch  of  them  as  would  hereafter  evince  their  loyalty 
to  his  majefty,  by  putting  themfelves  under  his  com- 
mand, mould  be  amply  rewarded.  He  had  before,  by 
direction,  prepared  the  Indians  on  the  Ohio,  to  act  in 
concert  with  hirn  againft  his  majefty's  enemies  in  that 
quarter.  His  lordfhip  fent  him  to  general  Gage  at 
"Bolton  about  the  fifteenth  of  September;,  and  about  the 
middle  of  October  he  returned  with  inftructions  from  the 
general  to  his  lordfhip,  A  commiilion  of  lieutenant 
colonel  commandant  of  a  regiment  to  be  railed  in  the 
back  parts  i  nd  in  Canada,  was  to  be  granted  to  this  ad- 
venturer ;  who  was  to  be  afhited  by  the  garrifons  at 
Detroit,  and  Fort  Gage  at  the  Illinois,  with  artillery 
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and  ammunition.     He  was  to  ufe  means  to  urge  the  In-  l11S* 
dian  chiefs  to  aft  with  vigor  in  the  execution  .of  h:s  or- 
ders; and  to  have  the  fupreme  direction  of  the  new 
forces.     When  they  were  in  fufficient  condition,  he  was 
to  penetrate  through  Virginia,  fo  as  to  meet  Lord  Dun- 
more  at  a  fet  time  in  next  April  at  Alexandria  on  the 
Patomak  ,  his  lordfhip  was  to  bring  fuch  a  naval  flrength 
and  other  afiirlance,  as  might  be  deemed  necefTary  for 
the  purpofe.     He  had  fo  far  fucceeded,  that  he  was  on 
his  way,  with  two  aftb  dates,  to  Detroit  $  where  he  was 
to  meet  his  commiffion  and  inftructions :  but  when  thev 
had  reached  about  five  miles  beyond  H  agar  *s- town,  they 
were  taken  into  cuftody  and  brought  before  the  county 
committee  at  Frederick-town  in  Maryland,  for  exami-  no;% 
nation,  about  ten  days  after  parting  with  Lord  Dun-     23« 
more.    Their  papers  have  betrayed  every  thing.  Among 
them  were  the  general  plan  of  the  whole  bufmefs,  and 
a  letter  from  Lord  Dunmore  to  one  of  the  Indian  chiefs, 
and  other  authentic  vouchers,  which  leave  nothing  to  be 
doubted.     His  lordfmVs  letter  was  .accommodated,  as 
is  ufual  in  all  fuch  cafes,  to  the  Indian  tafte,  and  ad- 
drefled  to  Brother  Captain  White  Eyesy  who  was  to  ac- 
quaint the  Corn-Stalk,  as  v/ell  as  the  chiefs  of  the  Min- 
goes,    and  the  other  fix  nations,  with  the   fentiments 
contained  in  it. 

The  capture  of  Connelly  and  his  affociates,  is  afcribed 
to  the  feizure  of  an  exprefs  patting  between  an  Indian 
commifTary  and  the  governor  3  from  whofe  papers  fuch 
intelligence  was  gained,  as  to  put  the  provincial  com- 
mittee upon  keeping  a  good  look  out  for-  the  parties. 
The  Indian  cornmiilary  was  known  to  be  difaffe&ed  to 

I  -z  the 
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1 7 75.  the  American  caufe  by  a  gentleman,  whofe  fufpicions 
made  him  a  principal  in  effecting  the  difcovery. 

The  Pennfylvania  general  affembly,  in  their  Novem- 
ber fefTion,  inflructed  their  delegates  to  exert  their  en- 
deavours at  the  continental  congrefs,  for  the  adoption 
of  fuch  mcafures  as  might  afford  the  beft  profpect  of 
obtaining  a  redrefs  of  American  grievances,  and  of  re- 
floring  the  union  and  harmony  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  colonies.  They  faid,  "  Though  the  opprefiive 
meafures  of  the  Britifh  parliament  and  adminiftration 
have  compelled  us  to  refift  their  violence  by  force  of 
arms,  yet  we  Strictly  enjoiil  you,  that  you,  in  behalf  of 
this  colony,  diffent  from,  and  utterly  reject,  any  propo- 
rtions, mould  fuch  be  made,  that  may  caufe  or  lead  to 
a  feparation  from  the  mother  country,  or  a  change  in 
the  form  of  this  government."  The  reafon  for  menti- 
oning a  change  in  the  forth  of  this  government,  was  con- 
grefs's  recommendation  of  a  meafure  of  that  kind  to  the 
provincial  convention  of  New  Hampfhire,  which  will 
be  properly  noticed  in  its  place. 

Nov.  Governor  Franklin  met  the  general  affembly  of  Neto 
Jerfey.  In  his  fpeech  he  acquainted  them,  <c  That  the 
commanders  of  his  majefry's  fquadronsin  America,  have 
orders  to  proceed  as  in  the  cafe  of  a  town  in  actual  re- 
bellion, againft  fuch  of  the  fea-port  towns  and  places, 
being  acceffble  to  the  king's  fhips,  as  fhall  offer  any 
violence  to  the  king's  officers,  or  in  which  any  troops 
fhall  be  raifed,  or  military  works  erected,  or  other  than 
by  his  majefty's  authority,  or  any  attempts  made  to 
feize  or  plunder  any  public  magazine  of  arms  or  am- 
munition." He  faid,  cc  Sentiments  of  independency, 
are  by  ibme  men  of  prefent  confequence,  openly  avow- 
ed, 
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ed,  and  efTays  are  already  appearing  in  the  public  pa-  1775* 
pers,  to  ridicule  the  people's  fears  of  that  horrid  mea- 
sure." The  houfe  of  afiembly,  in  their  anfwer  declared, 
"  There  is  nothing  we  defire  with  greater  anxiety  than  a  29. 
reconciliation  with  our  parent  flate,  on  conftitutional 
principles.  We  know  of  no  fentiments  of  independency 
that  are  by  men  of  any  confequence  openly  avowed ; 
nor  do  we  approve  of  any  efTays  tending  to  encourage 
iuch  a  meafure.  We  have  already  expreffed  our  detef- 
ration  of  fuch  opinions,  and  we  have  fo  frequently  and 
fully  declared  our  fentiments  on  this  fubjecT,  that  we 
fhould  have  thought  ourfelves,  as  at  prefent  we  really 
deferve  to  be,  exempt  from  all  fufpicion  of  this  nature." 
The  governor  in  his  reply  mentioned,  that  he  had  not 
the  moil  diftant  thought,  while  fpeaking  of  the  fenti- 
ments of  independency  openly  avowed  by  fome,  that 
they  would  confider  the  remark  as  at  all  meant  for,  or 
applicable  to  their  houfe.  He  concluded  with  pointedly 
faying,  "  I  fincerely  wifh  that  both  you  and  I  may  ere 
long  have  the  happinefs  to  fee  thofe,  who  either  openly 
or  privately  avow  fentiments  of  independency,  men  of  no 
confequence, ," 

The  Nezv  York  convention  having  refolved  upon  the 
removal  of  the  cannon  from  the  battery  in  the  city,  cap- 
tain Sears  was  appointed  to  the  bufmefs.  Captain  Van- 
deput,  of  the  Afia  man  of  war,  was  privately  informed 
of  the  defign,  and  prepared  to  oppofe  its  execution. 
Learning  when  it  was  to  be  attempted,  he  appointed  a 
boat  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  people  ahem  hied  for 
that  purpofe  about  the  dead  of  night.  The  failors  in 
the  boat  giving  the  fignal,  with  a  flafh  of  powder,  of 
what  was  going  forward,  the  perfons  on  flioic  miitoolc 

I  3  " 
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1775;.  it  for  an  attempt  to  fire  a  mufket  at  them,  and  imme- 
diately aimed  a  volley  of  mot  at  the  boat,  by  which  a 
man  was  killed.  Captain  Vandeput  foon  after  com- 
menced a  firing  from  the  Afia  with  grape  mot,  fwivel 
fliot,  18  and  24  pounders,  without  killing  a  fingle  per- 
fon,  and  wounded  only  three,  two  (lightly,  the  other 
loft  the  calf  of  his  leg.  He  then  ceafed  for  a  confider- 
able  time,  fuppofing  that  the  people  had  defifted  from 
their  purpofe ;  while  they  were  only  changing  their  mode 
cf  operation.  Captain  Sears  provided  a  deceiving  party, 
intended  to  draw  the  Afia's  fire  from  the  line  of  the 
working  party.  He  fent  the  former  behind  a  breaft 
work,  by  which  they  were  fecured  on  dodging  down 
upon  obferving  the  flam  of  the  Afia's  guns.  When  all 
was  in  readinefs,  they  huzzaed,  and  fang  out  their  notes 
as  though  tugging  in  unifon,  and  fired  from  the  walls ; 
while'  the  working  party  filently  got  off  twenty-one 
eighteen  pounders,  with  carriages,  empty  cartridges, 
rammers,  &c.  Upon  hearing  the  noife,  and  feeing  the 
fire  of  the  mufketry,  the  captain  ordered  the  Afia  to 
fire  a  whole  broad-fide  toward  that  part  of  the  fort, 
where  the  deceiving  party  had  fecured  themfelves,  with- 
out intending  a  particular  injury  to  the  city ;  however, 

•Aug»  fome  of  the  (hot  could  not  but  fly  into  it  and  do 
damage.  This  affair  happened  at  a  very  late  hour,  be- 
tween twelve  and  two ;  and  threw  the  citizens  into  the 
utmofc  conflernation.  Such  was  the  flillnefs  of  the  night, 
that  the  report  of  the  cannon  was  heard  at  Philadelphia, 
ninety  miles  off.  The  diftrefs  of  the  Yorkers  was  much 
increafed,  by  a  painful  apprehenfion,  that  captain  Van- 
deput would  renew  his  firing  upon  the  city.  A  removal 
of  men,  women,  children  and  goods  commenced,  and 

conti- 
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continued  till  Saturday.  Matters  were  afterward  fo  ad-  1775. 
j  tilled,  as  to  quiet  the  appreheniions  of  the  people,  in 
reference  to  their  fuffering  further  from  the  Afia.  To 
prevent  it,  the  convention  permitted  Abraham  Lott  efq; 
to  fupply  all  his  majefty's  fhips,  ftationed  at  New  York, 
with  all  necefTaries,  as  well  freih  as  faked,  for  the  fole 
ufe  of  faid  fhips. 

The  art  and  influence  of  governor  Tryon  alarmed 
the  continental  congrefs,  feme  of  the  members  efpecially, 
lo  that  it  was  moved,  that  he  fnould   be  feized.     But 
Mr.  Duane,  one  of  tfie  New  York  delegates,  (peaking 
in  behalf  of,  and  ajnwering  for  him,  no  refoludon  to  that 
purpofe  was  taken.     Mr.  Duane  faying,  in  his  eager  - 
nefs  to  defend  the  governor,  that  he  was  as  good  a  friend 
to  the  American  caufe  as  any  one  prefent,  called  up  cap- 
tain John  Langdon  from  New  Hampfhire,  who  referr- 
ing the  affertion  as  an  afperfion  on  the  feveral  members, 
anfwered  with  much  acrimony,  and  was  permitted  to 
go  on  as  long  as  he  pleafed,  Mr.  Duane's  conduct  not 
having  anfwered,  in  feveral  initances,  the  warm  wifhes 
1  of  the  zealous  delegates.     Though  nothing  was  refolved 
upon  againft  governor  Tryon,  the  matter  only  fubfided 
for  the  prefent,  uidter  an  apprehenfion  that  if  the  mo- 
tion was  made,  it -'would  not  be  carried,  or  when  carried 
would  be  conveyed  to  the  governor  time  enough  for 
him  to  fecure  himfelf.     The  affair  was  brought  on  again 
after  a  while  in  another  form  j  and  congrefs  refolved,  Oft, 
"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  provincial  af-       ° 
femblies  or  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of 
fafety,  to  arreft  and  fecure  every  perfon  in  their  refpec- 
tive  colonies,  whofe  going  at  large  may  in.  their  opinion 
endanger  the  fafety  of  the  colony,    or  the  liberties  of 

I  4  America." 
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3  775-  America. "  An  authentic  copy  of  the  refolve  was  to  be 
tranfmitted  by  the  delegates  to  proper  perfons  in  the  dif- 
ferent colonies.  The  fathers  of  it  aimed  at  governor 
-  Tryon ;  they  had  little  or  no  expectation  that  the  New 
York  convention  would  fecure  him ;  but  they  hoped 
that  the  fons  of  liberty  at  large  would  effect  the  bufinefs. 
It  has  been  afferted,  that  Mr.  Duane  was  uneafy  at  the 
refolution,  and  withdrew  from  congrefs  for  near  an  hour 
before  he  returned  to  his  feat.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is 
certain,  that  Mr.  Duane's  footman  went  off  to  governor 
Tryon  in  feafbii  to  give  him  information  of  what  was 

Oft.  refolded  -,  which  occasioned  his  writing  to  the  mayor  of 
J'  New  York,  acquainting  him  that  he  knew  from  un- 
doubted authority,  what  was  recommended  to  the  pro- 
vincial congrefs,  and  defiring  to  be  informed  whether  he 
fhould  be  fecure  in  the  protection  of  the  corporation  and 
citizens.  The  provincial  congrefs  had  not  then  received 
the  recommendation.  Several  letters  parted  upon  the  oc- 
casion ;  but  the  governor  not  obtaining  fatisfaction  as  to 
his  being  fecure,  went  on  board  the  Halifax  packet, 
of  which  he  informed  the  mayor  by  letter  -,  and  in  that 

.19.     expreffed  his  readinefs  to  do  fuch  bufinefs  of  the  coun- 
try, as  the  fituation  of  the  times  would  permit. 

A  correfpondent  rending  at  New  York  complains, 
that  the  leaders  of  the  people  in  that  colony  are  incon- 
fiflent  and  perfidious,  and  that  their  councils  are  ftampt 
with  folly,  timidity  and  treachery.  Some  days  before 
the  governor  went  on  board,  members  of  the  provin- 
cial convention,  declared  even  in  convention,  that  they 
would  not  receive  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  by 
themfdves  -,    that  they  would  join  the  king's  flandard, 

It 
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if  troops  came,  in  order  to  fave  their  eftates,  &c.    Thefe  1775, 
fpeeches  were  uttered  without  meeting  with  any  cenfure. 

The  day  the  governor  fent  his  letter  from  on  board, 
Meflrs.  Low,  De  Lancey,  Walton,  Kifiam,  Verplank, 
&c.  &c.  labored  hard  in  the  provincial  congrefs,  to  pre- 
clude the  freemen  of  the  city  from  voting  for  new  mem- 
bers, and  the  mode  of  voting  by  ballot.  They  were 
for  polling  as  formerly,  and  expected,  that  if  the  free- 
men were  excluded,  the  freeholders  would  return  none, 
but  fuch  as  would  be  for  preferring  the  city  though  at 
the  expence  of  the  liberties  of  America. 

The  New  York  troops  are  not  to  be  depended  upon 
in  o-eneral.  Perfons  who  have  been  pretty  hearty,  are 
now  afraid  of  falling  a  facririce.  The  defection  becomes 
Greater  every  day  in  both  city  and  country.  This  may 
be  owing  to  the  arts  of  governor  Tryon,  whofe  exer- 
tions may  be  as  ftrenuous  and  fuccefsful  in  the  (hip-as  in 
the  city.  He  is  not  at  a  lofs  how  to  intrigue  with  the 
people  of  his  government. 

Such  is  the  importance  of  fecuring  the  North  River, 
that  the  continental  congrefs  have  given  direction  for 
rendering  it  defenfible,  by  erecting  fortifications  in  the 
High-lands,  and  garrifoning  the  fame.  They  have  alio 
thofe  apprehenfions  of  the  New  Yorkers,  that  they  have 
directed  Mr.  Alexander,  titular  lord  Stirling,  to  collect  Nov. 
the  troops  raifed  in  and  for  the  defence  of  New  Jerfey,  2?- 
(except  fix  companies  ordered  to  the  forts  on  the  North 
River)  and  to  place  them  in  barracks  in  the  eaftern  di- 
vifion  of  the  colony,  as  contiguous  to  New  York  as 
can  be,  there  to  remain  till  further  orders.  TN  ~  :y 
abounds  with  perfons  oppofed  to  congredional  meafures. 
Their  oppofitioa  was  much  ftrengthened  by  Mr.  Ri- 
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j---,  vington's  prels,  which  was  carried  off  four  days  before 
the  above  order.  Captain  Sears  obferving  the  mifchiev- 
ous  effects  of  this  prefs,  determined  upon  a  violent  and 
effectual  mode  of  fiiencing  it.  He  procured  feventy- 
five  Connecticut  horfemen,  well  armed  with  mufkets, 
&c.  unexpectedly  entered  the  city  at  the  head  of  them  j 
repaired  immediately  to  Mr.  Rivington's,  and  feized  all 
his  types  and  other  printing  materials,  many  of  which 
were  deflroyed.  While  he  was  thus  employed,  people 
collected,  and  the  flreet  was  thronged.  To  prevent  in- 
terruption, he  called  out  and  told  them,  that  if  they  at- 
tempted to  oppofe  him,  he  would  order  his  men  to  fire 
upon  them  ;  and  preparation  was  made  for  doing  it,  in 
cale  it  fhould  be  needful.  This  appearance  inflantly 
cleared  the  flreet,  when  captain  Sears  and  his  party  rode 
off  in  triumph,  with  the  booty  they  were  pleafed  to  take 
away. 

Sept.  Captain  Wallace,  in  the  Rofe  man  of  war,  and  two 
tenders,  began  in  the  morning  to  fire  upon  Stonington 
in  Connecticut,  clofe  in  with  the  Sound  -,  and  continued 
it  the  whole  day,  with  very  little  intermiflion.  They 
killed  two  men,  much  fhattered  the  houfes,  flores,  &c. 
and  carried  off  a  fchooner  loaded  with  molaffes,  and 
two  fmall  (loops.  The  firing  was  brought  on  by  a  vef- 
fel  (which  he  v/as  in  chace  of)  efcaping  and  iecuring 
itfelf  in  the  harbour  of  the  town.  The  men  of  war  and 
tranfports  at  Newport,  exciting  a  fufpicion  by  their 
movements,  that  there  was  an  intention  of  taking  off 
live  flock  from  tire  firms,  in  the  fouth  part  of  Rhode 

oa.  Iiland,  a  number  of  perfons  went  down  in  the  evening 
and  brought  off  about  icco  fheep  and  50  head  of  cattle. 
The  next  day  and  the  following  one  the  fhips  took  off  a 

quan* 
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quantity  from  two  farms,    where   it  was  thought  they  t^^ 
were  collected  for  the  purpofe  of  fup plying  the  Britifh 
troops  at  Boilon.     Soon  after  300  minute  men  arrived,     ^ 
who  marched  to  the  fpot,  and  brought  off  the  remain- 
ing cattle,  fheep,  hogs  and  poultry,  though  fired  upon 
by  the  fhips  which  lay  within  gun  mot.     The  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  minute  men  fubjedled  the  town  to  threats 
of  being  cannonaded  by  the  men  of  war  5  fo  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  moved  their  effects,  while  others  left 
the  place.      On  Saturday  afternoon  the  fhips  weighed     7« 
anchor,  went  up  the  river  to  Briftol,  and  demanded  three 
hundred  fneep,  which  not  being  complied  with,  between 
eight  and  nine  o'clock,  they  began  a  heavy  fire  on  the 
town,  and  continued  it  upward  of  an  hour.     The  wo- 
men and  children,  in  great  anxiety  (dark  and  rainy  as 
it  was)  were  obliged  to  leave  their  habitations,  and  feek 
fhelter  in  the  adjacent  country.     Between  nine  and  ten 
a  committee  went  on  board,  and  purchafed  the  peace 
and  fafety  of  the  town  at  the  expence  of  forty  fheep. 
The  firing  thus  upon  a  defencelefs  town  greatly  irritated 
the  minds  of  the  Americans  in  diftant  colonies,  and  they 
have  cenfured  it  in  their  public  tranfaclions. 

The  general  affembly  of  Rhode  Ifland  paffed  an  act  Nor. 
for  the  capital  pnnifhment  of  perfons  who  mould  be 
found  guilty  of  holding  a  traiterous  correfpondence  with 
the  miniflry  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  their  ofricers 
or  agents,  or  of  fupplying  the  minifterial  army  or  navy 
employed  againft  the  united  colonies,  with  provifions, 
arms,  &c.  or  of  acting  as  pilots  on  board  any  of  their 
veffels.  They  however  excepted,  the  negotiation  and 
treaty  of  the  town  council  with  captain  Wallace,  refpecl- 
ing  the  fupplying  the  fhips  of  war  (rationed  in  the  har- 
bour 
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*77>-bour  of  Newport,  and  the  regulation  thereof  by  the 
commanding  officer,  which  they  had  before  permitted. 
They  alfo  pafifed  an  act  for  fequeftering  the  eftates  of 
feveral  perfcns,  whom  they  confidered  as  avowed  ene- 
mies to  the  liberties  of  America. 
Nor.  Capt.  Wallace,  about  one  in  the  morning,  left  the 
harbour  of  Newport,  went  to  Conanicut  with  feveral 
vefTels,  and  landed  about  200  marines,  failors,  and  ne- 
groes, who  were  employed  in  burning  the  houfes  and 
bams  upon  the  iiland.  The  men,  while  upon  the  fer- 
vice,  were  ordered  to  fire  on  one  Mr.  Martin,  who  gave 
no  provocation,  and  was  Handing  unarmed  at  his  own 
door.  He  was  fhot  in  the  belly  and  died.  Fie  was  an 
inoffenfive  perfon,  and  had  treated  capt.  Wallace  with 
great  civility  and  friendfhio. 

General  Lee  was  at  length  detached  with  a  fmall  corps 
from  the  army  in  the  MafTachufetts  to  the  afliftance  of 
the  Rhode  Ifianders;  on  whom,  upon  his  arrival,  he 
impofed  a  moft  tremendous  oath.  This  act  of  the  ge- 
fieraTs  does  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  con- 
erefs. 

The  Majfachufetts  military  and  naval  tranfaclions  will 
be  related  feparate  from  the  civil,  as  far  as  convenient. 

The  American  prifoners  taken  on  the  17th  of  June, 
were  thrown  indifcriminately  into  the  jail  at  Boflon, 
without  any  consideration  being  paid  to  thofe  of  rank, 
thou  en  Ian  sui fli in  2;  with  wounds  and  ficknefs.  The  fick 
and  wounded  were  put  under  the  hands  of  a  man,  who 
had  never  before  been  employed,  but  in  the  difeafes  of 
horfes*.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  befriended 
the  x^merican  caufe,  were  not  allowed  to  afford  the  pri- 
*  Genera!  Waihington's  private  letter, 

foners 
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Toners  all  that  relief  they  were  entitled  to  upon  the  priri-  I7"5* 
aplcs  of  humanity.  The  fufferers  had  even  fome  of 
their  books  of  devotion  taken  from  them,  and  were  re- 
proached for  their  much  reading,  as  leading  them  into 
rebellion.  Being  accounted  rebels,  no  cruelty  was 
thought  more  than  they  deferved,  while  their  existence 
was  not  terminated  by  a  halter. 

The  education  and  reading  of  the  colonifls  have  un- 
doubtedly contributed  to  encourage  and  fupport  their 
oppofition  to  meafures,  deemed  destructive  to  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country.  Every  town  in  the  Maffachufetts 
and  Connecticut  has  a  public  Englifh  fchool  for  the  edu- 
cation of  youth,  fupported  by  an  annual  tax  upon  the 
inhabitants :  to  which  any  one  may  fend  his  children, 
while  the  expence  of  their  education  is  nothing  more 
than  his  proportion  of  the  tax.  The  matters  are  often 
young  men,  who  have  rmifhed  their  college  education  ; 
and  who  fpend  a  year  or  more  in  this  employ,  till  they 
take  to  a  different  one,  which  often  leads  to  their  be- 
coming fome  of  the  nrft  perfons  in  the  colony.  The 
nniverfal  education  promoted  by  thefe  fchools,  fpreads 
a  general  knowledge  among  the  loweft  orders  of  people; 
and  gives  them  a  tafte  for  reading  the  interesting  publi- 
cations of  the  day ;  while  able  writers  have  been  and 
are  employing  their  pens,  in  nourilhing  the  fpirit  of  re- 
sistance, by  arguments,  historical  narrations,  and  all  the 
various  arts  of  animated  perfuafion. 

General  Wafhington  wrote  to  general  Gage  upon  the  Aug. 
Subject  of  the  ill  treatment  of  the  prifoners,  and   ap- 
prized him,  that  he  mould  regulate  his  conduct  toward 
thofe  gentlemen  who  are  or  may  be  in  his  poiTef^on, 
exactly  by  the  rule  that  the  other  mould  obisrve  toward 

the 
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'775-  the  Americans  who  may  be  in  his  cuftody.  General 
13,  Gage  in  his  anfwer  afferted,  that  the  prifoners  had  hitherto 
been  treated  with  care  and  kindnefs,  though  indifcrimi- 
nately,  as  he  acknowledged  no  rank  that  was  not  de- 
rived from  the  king.  He  mentioned,  <c  I  underftand 
there  are  of  the  king's  faithful  fubjects,  taken  by  the 
rebels,  laboring  like  negro  (laves,  to  gain  their  daily 
fubfiftence,  or  reduced  to  the  wretched  alternative,  to 
perifri  by  famine,  or  take  arms  againft  their  king  and 
country."  He  remarked  upon  the  pafTage  relating  to 
retaliation,  with  an  appeal  to  God  -}  and  clofed  with  this 
charge,  cc  unfortunately  for  both  countries,  thofe  who 
long  fince  projected  the  prefent  crifis,  and  influence  the 
councils  of  America,  have  views  very  diftant  from  ac- 
commodation." General  Gage  was  miftaken,  in  charg- 
ing the  party  alluded  to,  with  projecting  the  prefent  crifis, 
which  is  the  cafual  and  unexpected  conlequence  of  per- 
nicious minifterial  councils.  He  was  no  lefs  far  from 
the  truth,  while  he  intimated  that  the  American  leaders 
<c  have  views  very  diftant  from  accommodation."  Some 
few  have  fuch  views ;  but  the  great  body  of  them,  at 
prefent,  long  for  an  accommodation, 
ig.  General  Washington  replied  to  general  Gage,  in  a 
pointed  manner,  and  told  him,  cc  I  have  taken  time, 
Sir,  to  make  a  ftrict  inquiry,  and  find  the  intelligence 
you  have  received,  has  not  the  leaft  foundation 'in  truth. 
Not  only  your  officers  and  foldiers  have  been  treated 
with  a  tendernefs  due  to  fellow  citizens  and  brethren,  but 
even  thofe  execrable  parricides,  whofe  councils  and  aid 
have  deluged  their  country  with  blood,  have  been  pro- 
tected from  the  fury  of  a  juftly  enraged  people.  You 
affect,  Sir,  to  defpife  all  rank,  not  derived  from  the 

fame 
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fame  fource  with  your  own.  I  cannot  conceive  one  377S» 
more  honorable  than  that,  which  flows  from  the  uncor- 
rupted  choice  of  a  brave  and  free  people,  the  pureft 
fource  and  original  fountain  of  all  power.  May  that 
God  to  whom  you  appeal,  judge  between  America  and 
you !  Under  his  providence,  thofe  who  influence  the 
councils  of  America,  and  all  the  other  inhabitants  of 
the  united  colonies,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  are  de- 
termined to  hand  down  to  pofterity  thofe  juft  and  inva- 
luable privileges  which  they  received  from  their  an- 
ceftors." 

At  night,  about  two  thoufand  of  the  American  troops  Aug- 
intrenched  on  Plow'd-hill,  within  point  blank  fhot  of  the  2^ 
Britifh  on  Bunker's-hill :  notwithflanding  a  continual 
fire  almoft  all  the  day  following,  they  had  only  two 
killed  and  two  wounded.  While  the  intrenchments  were 
carrying  on,  parties  of  riflemen  were  employed  in  firino; 
upon  the  advanced  guards  on  Charleftown  neck.  One 
of  the  Britifh  officers  and  feveral  men,  were  (een  to  fall. 
Two  of  the  Britifh  floating  batteries  attempting  to  annoy 
the  Americans  at  work  upon  the  hill,  were  filenced  in 
Myftick  river,  and  one  partly  funk.  More  than  300 
ihells  were  thrown  at  the  fortrefs  on  Plow'd-hiil, 
without  a  Angle  perfon's  being  thereby  hurt ;  and  the 
confequent  contempt  they  entertained  of  fhells,  in- 
duced them  to  omit  providing  a  bomb-proof  cover 
for  the  garrifon.  Bunker's-hill,  Plow'd-hill,  and  Winter- 
hill,  which  the  Americans  have  pofTerTed  and  fortified 
for  fome  time,  are  fituated  in  a  range  from  caft  to  weft, 
each  of  them  on  or  near  My  flick  river.  Plow'd-hill  is 
in  the  middle,  and  the  loweft  of  the  three,  thefummit 
is  about  half  a  mik  from  the  works  on  Bunker's-hill. 

The- 
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*775-  The  Britim  finding  that  their  firing  did  not  anfwer,  re- 
laxed, and  after  a  while  defifted  entirely  5  and  the  Ame- 
ricans remained  quiet  in  their  new  poft.     General  Wafh* 

■*-  •*- 

ington  received,  in  die  beginning  of  September,  a  very 
acceptable  remittance  of  ammunition  from  Rhode  I  (land, 
even  70001b.  of  powder — a  great  quantity,  compared 
with  the  late  amazing  fcarcity.  It  is  probably  a  part  of 
what  has  been  brought  from  Africa.  The  Americans 
praclifed  a  manoeuvre,  which  credits  their  under- 
Handing.  They  fent  out  a  quantity  of  New  England 
rum,  which  was  exchanged  for  a  fiery  commodity 
of  a  different  quality,  fo,fuccefsfully  as  not  to  leave 
an  ounce  for  fale  in  any  of  the  Britifh  forts  on  the  Afri- 
can coafl. 

The  general  having  obtained  pleafing  accounts  from 
Canada,  being  allured  that  neither  Indians  nor  Canadi- 
ans could  be  prevailed  upon  to  act  againfc  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  knowing  there  was  a  defign  of  penetrating 
into  that  province  by  Lake  Champlain,  concerted  the 
plan  of  detaching  a  body  of  troops  from  head  quarters, 
through   the  province  of  Main,  acrofs  the  country  to 
Quebec.     He  communicated  the  fame  to  gen.  Schuyler, 
who  approving  it,  all  things  were  got  in  readinefs.    The 
corps  was  to  be  commanded  by  colonel  Arnold,  aided 
by  colonels  Chriflopher  Green   and  Roger  Enos,  and 
majors  Meigs  and  Bigelow  -,  and  was  to  confift  of  ten 
companies  of  mufket  men,  and  three  companies  of  rifle- 
men, amounting  to  eleven  hundred. 
Sept.       In  the  evening  the  detachment  marched  from  Cam- 
13'     bridge  for  Newbury  port,    where,  fix  days  after,  they 
embarked  on  board  ten  tranfports,  bound  to  Kennebec, 
38<V    fifty  leagues  diftant.  They  entered  the  mouth  of  the  Ken- 
nebec 
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ncbec  in  the  morning,  and  being  favored  with  wind  and  *.¥&• 
tide,  proceeded  up  to  Gardiner's  town.  It  was  only  four- 
teen days  from  firft  giving  the  orders  for  building  200 
batteaus,  for  collecting  provifions,  and  for  draughting 
the  1 100  men,  to  their  reaching  this  place. — Such  was 
the  difpatch  ! 

The  troops  embarked  on  board  the  batteatis,  and  pro-   22* 
ceeded  to  Fort  Weftern,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river. 
From  thence,  capt.  Morgan,  with  three  companies  of 
riflemen,  was  fent  forward  by  water,  with  orders  to  cret  ,,- 
on  to  the  great  carrying  place  in  the  moil  expeditious 
manner,  and  to  clear  the  road,  while  the  other  divifions 
came  up.     The  fecond  divifion  embarked  the  next  day, 
and  the  third  the  day  after.     As  they  advanced  up  the 
river,  the  ftream  grew  very  rapid,  and  the  bottom  and 
ihores  were  rocky.     By  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,   2g, 
major  Meigs  with  the  third  divifion,  arrived  at  Fort 
Halifax,  {landing  on  a  point  of  land  between  the  rivers 
Kennebec  and  Sebaflicook.     In  their  progrefs  up  the 
river,  they  met  with  two  carrying-places,  over  which 
they  were  obliged  to  carry  their  batteaus,  baggage,  and 
every  other  article,  till  they  came  again  to  a  part  of  the 
river  which  was  navigable,  and  no  longer  obftrucled  bv 
"ater-falls,  rapids,  rocks  or  other  encumberances,  as  was 
hat  which  they  avoided.     They  got  to  Norridgewaik,  0ft- 
-vhere  the  major's  curiofity  was  entertained,  by  the  fight     3* 
>f  a  child  14  months  old,  the  firft  white  one  born  in  the 
dace.     After  crofling  over  more  carrying  places,  he  and 
us  men  encamped  at  the  great  carrying  place,  which    io» 
''as  twelve  miles   and  a  half  acrofs,  including   three 
>onds  that  they  were  obliged  to  pafs.     Thefe  ponds  had 
plenty  of  trout.     Two  days  after  colonel  Enos  arrived 
J  Vol.  II.  k  at 
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T775*  at  the  fame  place  with  the  4th  divifion  of  the  army, 
confifting  of  three  companies  of  mufket  men.     Colonel 

°ft-  Arnold,  meeting  with  an  Indian,  wrote  to  general 
Schuyler,  and  enclofed  his  letter  to  a  friend  in  Quebec. 
Though  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Indian,  he  ventu- 
roufly  intruded  the  packet  with  him,  to  be  carried  and 
delivered  according  to  order.  This  ftrange  confidence 
may  ruin  his  expedition,  befide  involving  his  friend  in 

15.  great  trouble.  '  The  provifion  was  fo  reduced,  that  the 
men  were  put  to  allowance,  j  lb.  of  pork  and  |  lb.  of 
flour  a  day  for  each.  The  next  day  they  reached  Dead 
river.  Colonel  Enos  having  got  up  with  his  divifion,  in 
about  three  days,  was  ordered  to  fend  back  the  fick,  and 
thofe  that  could  not  be  furnifhed  with  provifion ;  but, 
contrary  to  colonel  Arnold's  expectation,  returned  to 
5  Cambridge  with  his  whole  divifion,  a  few  days  after. 
Ma]or  Meigs  received  orders  to  pufh  on,  with  his  divi- 

19,  fion,  for  Chaudiere  head,  with  the  greateft  expedition. 
But  they  proceeded  very  flowly  by  reafon  of  falls,  carry- 
ing places  and  bad  weather.     Their  courfe  was  only  three 

22.  miles.  The  rains  made  the  river  rife,  the  preceding 
night,  in  forne  parts,  eight  feet  perpendicular  \  and  in 
many  places  it  overflowed  its  banks,  and  rendered  it  very 
difficult  for  the  men  on  fhore  to  march.  The  next  day 
the  ftream  was  fo  rapid,  that,  in  pafllng  ity.  five  or  fi>; 
batteaus  filled  and  overfet,  by  which  they  loft  feveral  bar- 
rels of  provifions,  a  number  of  guns,  clothes  and  other 
articles.  Such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  and  the 
interruptions  by  carrying  places,  that  it  was  with  much 
fatigue  they  got  on  one  and  twenty  miles  within  the  three 
following  days.     To  their  great  fatisfaction  they  reached 

27.     the  carrying  place,  which  lies  acrofs  the  height  of  land 
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that  runs  through  the  colonics  to  Georgia,  and  on  the1 775* 
further  fide  of  which  the  ftreams  run  the  reverfe  of  the 
rivers  they  had  afcended.  They  eroded  the  heights  to 
Chaudiere  river,  and  continued  their  march  by  land  to 
Quebec.  The  marching  through  the  woods  was  ex-  Nov, 
tremely  bad.  Major  Meigs  palled  a  number  of  foldiers, 
who  had  no  provifions,  and  fome  of  whom  were  fick.  It 
was  not  in  his  power  to  help  or  relieve  them.  But  one 
or  two  dogs  were  killed,  which  the  diftrefled  ibldiers  eat 
with  a  relifhing  appetite,  without  fparing  either  feet  or 
fkin.  A  few  eat  their  cartouch-boxes,  breeches  and 
{hoes,  being  feveral  days  without  provifion.  The  major 
and  his  men  marched  on  upon  the  banks  of  the  Chau-  5, 
diere,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  met  with  fupplies,  to  the 
inexprefiible  joy  of  the  foldiers,  who  were  near  itarving. 
Colonel  Arnold,  with  a  fmall  party,  made  a  forced  march, 
and  returned  with  provifions  purchafed  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, on  which  the  hunger-bitten  adventurers  made  a 
voracious  meal.  The  next  day  at  eleven,  major  Meigs  4«i 
and  his  men  arrived  at  a  French  houfe,  and  were 
hofpitably  treated.  It  was  the  firft  houfe  he  had  ken 
for  31  days,  having  been  all  that  time  in  a  rough,  bar- 
ren, and  uninhabited  wildernefs,  where  he  never  faw  a 
human  being  except  thofe  belonging  to  the  detachment. 
He  and  his  party  were  immediately  flipplied  with  frefh 
beef,  fowls,  butter,  pheafants  and  vegetables,  at  this  fet~ 
tlement  called  Sertigan,  25  leagues  from  Quebec.  They 
were  kindly  entertained  while  marching  down  the  coun- 
try. When  colonel  Arnold  got  within  two  leasees  and 
a  half  of  Point  Levi,  he  wrote  to  general  Montgomery,  g, 
that  as  he  had  received  no  anfwer  either  from  general 
Schuyler  or  his  friend,   he  made  no  doubt  but  that  the 
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1775.  Indian   na(3  betrayed  his  truft :  and  that   he  was  con- 
firmed   in    it    upon    finding    that    the    inhabitants    of 
Quebec  had  been  fometime   apprized  of  his  coming, 
and  had  deftroyed  all  the  canoes  at  Point  Levi  to  pre- 
vent the  detachments  pafling  over.     The  fa£f,  was,  the 
Indian,  inflead  of  delivering  the  packet  as  directed,  car- 
ried it  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  who,  on  reading  the 
letters,  fecured  Mr.  Mercier  the  merchant,   and  began 
immediately  to  put  the  city  into  the  beft  ftate  of  defence 
he  could  5    whereas  before    it   was    wholly   defencelefs, 
Nov.  and  might  ealily  have  been  carried  by  furprife.     Colonel 
9*       Arnold  arrived  at  Point  Levi,  where  we  leave  him  to 
remove,  if  poflible,  the  embarrafTments  into  which  his 
own  imprudence  has  brought  him  by  needlefsly  trufting 
an  unknown  Indian  with  difpatches  of  the  utmoft  con- 
iequence.     The  detachment  fuffered  hardfhips,  beyond 
what  can  well  be  conceived  of,  in  the  courfe  of  the  ex- 
pedition.    The  men  had  to  haul  their  batteaus  up  over 
tails,  up  rapid  ftreams,  over  carrying  places  ;    and  to 
march  through  moraiTes,  thick  woods,  and  over  moun- 
tains, for  about  320  miles.     In   many  places  they  had 
to  pafs  over  the  ground  and  the  mountains  feveral  times, 
as  without  it  they  mull  have  left  much  of  their  baggage 
behind,  and  have  failed  in  the  enterprife.     They  loil 
all  their  powder,    except  what  was  in  cartridges  and 
horns,  while  penetrating  through  the  woods.     But  what 
proved  the  greater!  trial*  to  them,  was  the  ftarving  con- 
dition to  which  they  were  reduced,  when  approaching 
the  end  of  their  tedious  and  diftrefllns:  march.     The 
pork  being  gone,  they  had  for  four  days,  only  half  a 
pound  of  flour  a  day  for  each  man.     Their  whole  ftore 
was  then  divided,   which  yielded   about  four  pints  of 
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flour  per  man — a  fmail  allowance  for  men  near  a  hun-  1775, 
dred  miles  from  any  habitation  or  profpect  of  a  fupply. 
It  was  ufed  fparingly  ;  but  feveral  when  they  had  baked 
and  eaten  their  lad  morfel,  difcovered  to  their  great  con- 
fufion,  that  they  had  thirty  miles  to  travel  before  they 
could  expect  the  leaft  mouthful  more.     But  their  dread 
of  confea^ences  was  foon  removed,  by  the  unexpected 
return  of  colonel  Arnold  with  cattle.     The  foldiers  ex- 
ercifed  the  greater!  fortitude  and  patience  under  the  dif- 
ficulties and  iufferings  that  occurred  ;  and  when  again 
in  the  midfl  of  plenty,  and  an  eafy  fituation,  foon  loft 
all  painful  remembrance  of  what   had  happened,    and 
gloried  in  having  accomplifhed,  by  their  indefatigable 
zeal  and  indufhy,  an  undertaking  above  the  common 
race  of  men  in  this  debauched  age.     Let  us  attend  to 
colonel  Enos.     His  return  to  camp  excited  both  aflo- 
nifhment  and  indignation.     A  court  martial  was  ordered  Dec. 
to  lit  upon  him  ;  when  it  appeared,  that  he  had  but 
three  days  provifion,  and  was  about  one  hundred  miles 
from  the  Englilh  fettlements  ;  that  a  council  of  war  was 
called,  which  agreed  upon  the  return  of  the  colonel's 
whole  divifion,  and  that  he  was  for  going  on  without  it, 
but  that  it  was  oppofed.     It  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  court,  that  colonel  Enos  was  under  a  necefiity 
of  returning ;  and   he  has  been   acquitted  with   honor. 
A  number  of  officers  of  the  beft  character  are  fully  la- 
fished,  and  perfuaded  that  his  conduct  deferves  applaufe 
rather  than  cenfure.     Had  he  not  returned,  his  whole 
divifion  mufl  have  been  flarved. 

We  muft  now  refume  the  account  of  the  military 
tranfactions  in  the  Maflachufetts,  from  the  period  of 
colonel  Arnold's  leaving  the  camp. 
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177$.  The  Americans,  that  they  might  equal  in  fome  mea- 
iure  the  Britifh,  have  built  fome  floating  batteries  with 
a  deck,  to  fecure  the  people  on  board  from  fuffering  by 
mufketry.  General  Wafhington  perceiving  that  the  ex- 
pence  of  fupporting  the  army  will  by  far  exceed  any 
idea  formed  of  it  in  congrefs,  is  alarmed  at  the  appre- 
henfion  of  confequences,  and  mod  earneftly  wilhes  for 
fuch  a  termination  of  the  campaign,  as  may  make  the 
army  no  longer  neceiTary.  The  w7ant  of  powder  has 
fubfided  in  part.  Salt-petre  is  made  in  every  colony. 
Powder-mills  have  been  erected  at  Philadelphia  and 
New  York.  Not  only  fo,  but  upward  of  a  hundred 
barrels  of  powder  have  been  taken  out  of  the  maga- 
zine at  Bermuda,  as  fuppofed  by  a  (loop  from  Philadel- 
phia, and  a  fchooner  from  Carolina.  It  was  eafily  ac- 
complilhed,  from  the  magazine's  being  fituated  far  dif- 
tant  from  the  town,  without  any  dwelling  houfe  in  the  J 
vicinity.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  were  probably  con- 
cerned in  the  tranfacrion.  It  might  be  connected  with 
the  addrefs  of  the  deputies  from  the  different  parifhes 
of  Bermuda  prefented  to  congrefs  in  July,  and  might 
influence  the  fubfequent  refolve  of  congrefs  in  Novem- 
ber, cc  That  the  inhabitants  of  Bermuda  appear  friendly 
to  the  caufe  of  America,  and  ought  to  be  fuppiied  with 
fuch  a  quantity  of  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  as 
may  be  neceiTary  for  their  fubfiflence  and  home  con- 
fum  prion." 

Oct.        The  perfidy  of  Dr.  Church  has  been  at  length  de- 
tected by  the  difcovery  of  a  traiterous  correfpondence 
"with   a  Britifh  officer  in  Bofton.     He  had  intruded  a 
letter  in  cypher  with  his  kept  miftrefs,  to  be  forwarded; 

which  being  found  upon  her,  fhe  was  taken  and  carried 
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to  head  quarters.  The  doctor  not  being  fufpected,  had  1775. . 
an  opportunity  of  ipeaking  to  her,  fo  that  fhe  would 
not  difcovcr  the  writer,  till  terrified  into  it  by  the  fe- 
vereft  threats.  The  general  was  mocked  at  the  difco- 
very,  and  talked  with  the  doctor  upon  the  bafenefs  of 
his  conduct.  The  marks  of  guilt  were  apparent.  The 
doctor  was  confounded,  and  never  attempted  to  vindi- 
cate himfelf.  Fie  was  immediately  fecured.  Since  the 
letter  has  been  decyphered,  and  the  doctor  has  had  op- 
portunity of  recollecting  himfelf;  he  has  pleaded  that 
his  intentions  were  not  criminal ;  admitting  his  plea,  fo 
grofs  a  piece  of  ftupidity  in  lb  fenfible  a  man  is  quite  a 
prodigy.  But  his  plea  was  invalidated,  though  not  by 
the  contents  of  the  letter,  which  ferved  mainly  to  point 
out  the  neceffity  of  a  fpeedy  accommodation ;  yet  by 
the  marks  of  guilt  he  difcovered  in  the  prefence  of  the 
general,  and  in  his  attempt  to  conceal  the  writer,  in- 
fteadof  declaring  at  once  who  he  was,  what  was  his  de- 
fign,  and  what  he  had  written.  The  doctor  being  a  re- 
prefentative  was,  on  the  27th  of  October,  examined  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe.  He  endeavoured  to  evade  the 
cenfure  of  the  houfe,  by  infilling,  that  as  the  affair  would 
be  before  another  court  where  the  matter  mufl  have  a 
final  ifllie,  mould  the  houfe  proceed  to  expel  him,  it 
would  have  a  fatal  effect  whenever  a  final  judgment  was 
to  be  given  on  his  conduct.  He  made  the  mod  folemn 
appeal  to  heaven,  that  the  letter  was  written  with  the 
defign  of  procuring  fome  important  intelligence.  He 
obferved,  that  there  was  not  a  fingle  paragraph  in  if, 
which  contained  information  that  could  hurt  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  and  that  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  their  force, 
ftrength  and  unanimity,  tended  to  difhearten  the  enemy, 
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1775.  and  keep  them  quiet,  at  a  time  when  the  Americans 
were  poorly  able  to  have  withftood  a  vigorous  attack. 
It  is  impoflible  to  write  all  he  faid,  but  if  the  force  of 
rhetoric  and  the  powers  of  language  j  if  the  moft  pa, 
thetic  arts  of  perfuafion,  enforced  by  all  the  ingenuity, 
fenfe,  and  fpirit  of  the  doctor,  could  have  made  him 
innocent,  he  would  have  appeared  fpotlefs  as  an  angel 
of  light.     The  houfe  however  expelled  him  as  guilty; 
and  congrefs  afterward  refolved,    "  That  he   be  -clofe 
confined  in  fome  fecure  jail  in  Connecticut,  without  the 
life  of  pen,  ink  and  paper,  and  that  no  perfon  be  allow, 
ed  to  converfe  with  him,  except  in  the  prefence  and  hear- 
ing of  a  magiftrate  or  the  fheriff  of  the  county.' ' 

The  time  for  which  the  continental  foldiers  were  en- 
gaged to  ferve,  was  haftening  to  a  clofe  ;  the  evil  of  a 
very  fhort  inliftment  was  felt ;  it  was  therefore  unani- 
Oft.   moufly  agreed  at  a  council  of  war,  that  the  men  to  be 
railed  for  the  future  army,  fhouid  be  engaged  to  the  firft 
of  December  1776,  but  be  difcharged  fooner  if  necef- 
fary.     Hopes  (till  remain,  that  an  accommodation  may 
pofiibly  take  place. 
20*         General  G3ge  failed  for  Great  Britain,  leaving  feve- 
ral  thouland  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  want  of  bread 
and  every  neceffary  of  life.     Before  his  departure,  he 
was  addreffed  by  his  majefty's  mandamus  council ;  by 
a  number  of  gentlemen  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
town;  and  by  fuch  as  were  driven  from  their  habitations 
in  the  country  to  Bofton,  amounting  to  no  more  than 
feventy-fix,  a  fmall  number  confidering  the  extent  and 
populoufnefs  of  the  colony,   and  that  many    of  them 
would  not  pafs  for  gentlemen  in  Great  Britain,     The 
command  of  the  Britifh  army  devolved  of  courfe  upon 
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general  Howe,  who  iffued  one  proclamation,  condemn-  1775. 
ing  to  military  execution  fuch  inhabitants  as  attempt  to 
quit  the  town  without  a  written  licence,  if  detected  and 
taken ;  if  they  efcape,  they  are  to  be  proceeded  againft 
as  traitors,  and  their  effects  are  to  be  forfeited :  and 
another,  declaring  that  if  fuch  as  are  permitted  to  de- 
part, attempt  carrying  away  more  than  five  pound  in 
fpecie,  to  which  fum  they  have  been  retrained  for  fome 
time  paft,  they  mall  forfeit  the  whole  fum  difcovered, 
befide  fuffering  fine  and  imprifonment, 

Congrefs  having  intimated  to  general  Washington, 
that  an  attack  upon  Bofton  was  much  defired,  a  council 
of  war  was  called,  but  unanimoufly  agreed  that  it  was  18. 
not  expedient,  at  leaft,  for  the  prefent.  On  the  fame 
day  captain  Mowat  deftroyed  139  houfes,  and  278  ftores 
and  other  buildings,  the  far  greateft  and  beft  part  of 
the  town  of  Falmouth  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts.  The  inhabitants,  in  compliance  with  a  re- 
folve  of  the  provincial  congrefs  to  prevent  tories  carry- 
ing out  their  effects,  gave  fome  violent  obstruction  to 
the  loading  of  a  mart  fhip,  which  drew  upon  them  the 
indignation  of  the  admiral.  Captain  Mowat  was  dis- 
patched in  the  Canceaux  of  fixteen  guns,  with  an  armed 
large  fhip,  fchooner  and  floop.  After  anchoring  toward 
the  evening  of  the  Seventeenth,  within  gun  {hot,  he  fent 
a  letter  on  fhore,  giving  them  two  hours  for  the  removal 
of  their  families,  as  he  had  orders  to  fire  the  town,  they 
having  been  guilty  of  the  mod  unpardonable  rebellion. 
A  committee  of  three  gentlemen  went  on  board,  to 
learn  the  particular  reafons  for  fuch  orders.  He  an-r 
fwered,  that  his  orders  were  to  fet  on  fire  ail  the  fea^- 
ports  between  Bolton  and  Halifax  j  but  agreed  to  fpare 
9  the 
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1775.  the  town  till  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning,  would  they 
confent  to  fend  him  off  eight  fmall  arms ;  which  was 
immediately  done.     The  next  morning  the  committee 
applied  afrefh  -,  he  concluded  to  fpare  the  town  till  he 
could  hear  from  the  admiral,  in  cafe  they  would  fend 
him  off  four   carriage  guns,  deliver  up  all  their  arms, 
ammunition,  &c.  and  four  gentlemen  of  the  town  as 
hoftages.     That  not  being  complied  with,  about  half 
pail  nine  he  began  to  fire  from  the  four  armed  vefTels, 
and  continued  it  till  after  dark.     With  iliells  and  car- 
cafes,  and  about  thirty  marines  whom  he  landed,  he  fet 
the  tov/n  on  fire  in  feveral  places.     About  a  hundred  of 
the  worft  houfes  efcaped  deftruclion,  but  fuffered  da-, 
mage.      The  inhabitants  got  out  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  their  furniture,  and   had  not  a  perfon  killed  or 
wounded,  though  the  veflels  fired  into  the  town  about 
three  thoufand  fhot,  befide  bombs  and  carcafes.     Ge- 
neral Lee  reprobates  their  cowardice,  in  admitting  fuch 
a  paltry  party  to  land  with  impunity,  and  fet  their  town 
in  flames,  when  they  had  at  leaft  two  hundred  fighting 
men,  and  powder  enough  for  a  battle.     In  the  private 
letter,  wherein  he  expreffed  thefe  fentiments,  he  made 
no  mention  of  the  failors  being  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of 
i  few  men  ;  though  this  might  happen  in  the  clofe  of 
the  day,  and  give  occafion  for  its  being  related  by  others. 
The  burning  of  Falmouth  fpread  an  alarm  upon  the 
fea-coaft,  but  produced  no  difpofition  to  fubmit  to  the 
power  and   mercy  of  the  armed  Britifh   agents.     The 
people  in  common  choie  rather  to  abandon  the  iea-ports 
that  could  not  be  defended,  than  quit  their  country's 
caufe  ;  and  therefore  removed  back,  with  their  effects, 
to  a  fafe  diilance. 

The 
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The  congrefs,  the  latter  end  of  September,  concluded  I?7^ 
upon  fending  a  committee  of  three  members  to  confer 
with  general  Wafhington  and   the  governor  of  Connec- 
ticut, the  lieutenant  governor  of  Rhode  I  (land,  the  coun- 
cil of  MalTachufetts,  and  the  prefident  of  the  convention 
of  New  Hampfhire  and  others,  touching  the  mod  ef- 
fectual method  of  continuing,  fupporting  and  regulat- 
ing a  continental  army.     They  met  and  agreed  on  the 
meafures  to  be  purfued.     Dr.  Franklin  being  one  of 
the  committee,    the  Mafiachufetts  general  court  em- 
braced that  opportunity  of  ordering  the  treafurer  to  pay  Ga. 
him  1854I.  ilerling,  in  full  for  his  late  fervices  as  agent,  2> 
from  October  31,  1770,  to  March  1,  1775.     ^ou  may 
recollect  that  governor  Hutchinfon  alway  refufed  fign- 
ing  the  grants  made  him  by  the  houfe  of  ailembly.   The 
doctor  might  have  liked  fpecie  at  the  time  fuch  grants 
were  made,  better  than  the  prefent  paper  money  j  but 
his  forefight  will  undoubtedly  transform  the  latter  into 
fome  folid  fubrtance  :  he  had  to  pay  iool.  of  it  back 
into  the  hands  of  a  committee,  appointed  to  wait  upon 
him  within  a  day  or  two,  being  the  amount  of  a  fum 
fent  by  feveral  perfons  from  England,  for  the  relief  of 
thofe  Americans  who  were  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Lexington,   and  of  the  widows   and  children  of  thofe 
who  were  then  (lain. 

The  old  fouth  meeting  houfe,  a  large  handfqme  brick 
building,  well  fitted  up  without  and  within,  was  taken 
porTeflion  of  and  deilined  for  a  horfe  riding  fchool,  and 
the  fervice  of  the  light  dragoons.  It  is  fa  id  and  be- 
lieved, that  an  offer  was  made  of  building  a  complete 
riding  fchool  for  lefs  money  than  it  would  coil  to  remove 
the  pews  and  the  fide  galleries  (the  front  remains  for 

the 
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1775,  ^e    accommodation  of  tea-company  and   others)  and  i 
to  make  a  proper  flooring  for  the  horfe.     In  clearing 
every  thing  away,  a  beautiful  carved  pew,  with  filk  fur- 
niture,   formerly   belonging  to   a  deceafed    gentleman 
in  high  eftimation,    was  taken    down  and  carried  to 
Mr.  John  Amory's  houfe,  by  the  order  of  an  office^ 
who  applied  the  carved  work  to  the  erecting  of  a  hog- 
fty.      Had   the  meeting  houfe  and  its   contents  been 
honored  with  epifcopal  confecration,  thefe  proceedings 
would  be  deemed  by  multitudes  profane  and  facrilegious. 
But  they,  who  in  the  prefent  day  hold  not  with  the  ho- 
linefs  of  any  buildings,  will  cenfure  the  infults  offered 
profeflfors  of  whatever  denomination,  by  needlefsly  de- 
molifhing  their  places  of  worfhip,  or  configning  them 
to  defpicable  and  filthy  ufes.     When  Roman  virtue  and 
patriotifm  were  at  their  height,  the  Roman  officers  would 
not  allow  the  religion  or  temples  of  the  perfons  with 
whom  they  fought  to  be  infulted  and  profaned.     They 
were  more  politic,  than  to  exafperate  men  into  a  fero- 
cious courage  for  the  defence  of  their  altars.     But  too 
many  of  the  prefent  Britifh.  officers  act  as  though  they 
owed  a  fpite  to  all  the  meeting  houfes  of  the  Prefbyte- 
rians,  by  which  common  name  they  fligmatize  thofe 
who  difTent  from  the  church  of  England,  without  re- 
flecting that  it  is  no  ftigma  in  Scotland,  but  the  reverfe. 
The  fouthern  colonies,   in  confequence  of  accounts 
tranfmitted  to  them  from  the  camp,  begin  to  entertain 
prejudices  with  refpect  to  the  troops  raifed  in  the  Maf- 
fachufetts.     They  ought  to  allow  for  the  precipitation 
with  which  the  army  was  neceffarily  collected.     General 

Oft.  Thomas  declared,  that  the  regiments  at  Roxbury  were 

?4#    equal,  as  to  the  privates,  to  any  with  whom  lie  fervcd 

the 
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the  laft  war,  and  many  of  them  have  proved  themfelves  177^ 
brave.  The  greater!  part  of  the  officers  are  unexpe- 
rienced, and  in  general  unqualified,  being  ftrangers  to 
fubordination,  which  was  not  unexpected  to  the  general, 
as  they  were  chofen  by  their  privates.  He  complained 
of  many  of  the  fouthern  riflemen,  that  they  often  de- 
ierted  to  the  enemy,  were  mutinous,  repugnant  to  all 
kind  of  duty,  and  fo  exceedingly  vicious,  that  the  army 
would  be  as  well  without  them ;  but  fpake  with  fatif- 
fa&ion  of  their  officers.  It  is  a  mortifying  truth,  that 
fome  of  the  MarTachufetts  officers  difgrace  the  colony, 
by  practifing  the  meaneft  arts  of  peculation.  Every 
fubtilty  that  avarice  can  invent  or  rafcality  carry  on,  are 
ufed  to  cheat  the  public  by  men  who  procured  commif- 
fions,  not  to  fight  for  the  liberty  of  their  country,  but 
to  prey  upon  its  diflreffes.  The  army  about  to  be  in- 
liiled  will  undoubtedly  be  better  officered. 

Gentlemen,  ladies  and  others,  from  neighbouring  and 

diftant  colonies,  attracted  by  curiofity,  have  vifited  the 

American  troops,  and.  animated  them  by  their  prefence. 

A  number  of  Indian  chiefs  have  alio  been  down,  that 

they  might  fee  and  judge  for  themfelves,  how  far  the 

reports  propagated  among  them  were  true  or  falfe.  They 

were  treated  at  head  quarters,  and  by  different  officers, 

with  much  refpecl.     One  evening  they  entertained  the 

generals  and  others  with  a  war  dance,  if  that  may  be 

called  an  entertainment,  wherein  the  motions  and  ac- 

I  tions  of  the  dancers  were  calculated  to  alarm  and  terrify 

I  thofe  who  were  not  acquainted  with  fuch  fights.     They 

j  were  pleafant  and  agreeable  company.     Two  of  them 

|  had  their  fquaws  or  wives  with  them:  who  were  well. 

j!  looking  women,  allowing  for  their  very  dark  complexion: 

one 
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*775'One  of  them  was  much  dejected,  having  lately  loft  her 
papoos  or  child.  When  die  Indians  danced  in  com- 
pany with  the  American  gentlemen  and  ladies,  both 
men  and  women  kept  time  with  far  greater  exactnefs 
than  the  others.  They  went  off  upon  their  return,  fully 
fatisfied  with  the  treatment  they  had  received  ;  and  it  is 
hoped  will  carry  back  thofe  accounts  which  will  keep 
their  tribes  peaceable. 

Many  of  the  Americans  have  fickened  and  died  of 
the  dy fernery,  brought  upon  them,  in  a  great  meafure, 
through  an  inattention  to  cleanlinefs.  When  at  home, 
their  female  relations  put  them  upon  warning  their  hands 
and  faces,  and  keeping  themfelves  neat  and  clean :  but 
being  abfent  from  fuch  monitors,  through  an  indolent 
heedlefs  turn  of  mind,  they  have  neglected  the  means  of 
health,  have  grown  filthy,  and  poifoned  their  conflitu- 
tions  by  nailinefs. 

Nov.  The  weather  fet  in  very  cold,  and  the  foldiers  were 
diftreiTed  for  want  of  wood.  The  building  of  barracks 
had  been-  delayed  too  long  -y  and  they  were  not  in  iufficS- 
ent  forwardnefs  to  admit  and  accommodate  all  the  troops. 
Several  regiments  were  obliged  to  keep  the  field ;  and 
ibme  in  a  bleak  pofition  upon  the  brow  of  hills,  where 
it  was  difficult  to  drag  up  the  wood  with  which  they 
could  be  fupplied.  It  is  mortifying  to  reflect  how  theft 
fupplies  have  been  reduced  by  fhort  meafure.  But  many 
perfons  think  it  no  harm  in  this  way  to  cheat  the  United 
Colonies,  and  to  deliver  a  lefs  quantity  than  they  are 
paid  for. 

q,  Several  companies  of  the  Britifh  regulars  pafTed  over 

from  Charleftown  to  Phipps's  farm,  and  kept  poiTefiion 
of  the  ground  for  near  an  hour  before  they  could  be 

obftructed, 
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obftructed,  owing  to  a  high  tide,  that  prevented  the  I77y, 
Americans  eroding  the  caufeway,  which  was  overflow- 
ed. During  this  period  they  were  employed  in  fhooting 
cattle  with  the  defign  of  carrying  them  off.  At  length 
a  battalion  of  riflemen,  under  colonel  Thomfon,  took 
to  the  water,  when  up  to  their  middles,  and  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  acrofs  3  at  their  approach  the  Britifn  flattened 
to  their  boats.  The  Charleftown  forts,  one  in  Bofton 
and  a  frigate,  kept  up  a  warm  fire  upon  the  Americans 
the  whole  time,  killed  them  one  man  and  wounded 
three.  The  Britifh  have  provided  for  the  fecurity  of 
Charleftown,  by  the  erection  of  a  ftrong  citadel  on  Bun- 
ker's-hill,  with  convenient  barracks  for  the  garrifon. 
Such  was  the  diftrefs  of  the  inhabitants  in  Bolton,  that  i&, 
fences,  trees,  houfes,  &c.  were  taken  down  and  carried 
off  for  fuel:  beef,  mutton  and  pork,  were  is.  i£d. 
ilerling  per  lb.  geefe  half  a  guinea  a  piece,  and  fowls  five 
(hillings.  At  the  fcarceft  feaibn  half  a  guinea  was  given 
for  a  dozen  of  common  eggs. 

General  Wafhington,  defirous  of  improving  the  troops 
to  the  utmofr,  ere  the  army  was  weakened  by  the  re- 
turn of  the  Connecticut  ones  to  their  own  colony,  re- 
iblved  upon  fecuring  Cobble,  or  Miller's-hill,  about  half 
a  mile  in  a  direct  line  from  the  enemy's  works  on  Bun* 
ker's-hill,  and  at  a  like  diftance  from  the  (hipping  at 
Weil  Bofton.  About  1000  men  broke  ground  on  the  22* 
hill,  without  having  a  fingle  cannon  fired  at  them.  They 
•vent  on  intrenching  and  planting  feveral  9,  iS,  and  24 
pounders,  till  they  made  themfelves  fecure.  General 
Howe  does  not  appear  fo  fond  of  cannonading  as  was 
general  Gage.  To  leffen  the  demand  for  provifion,  he  24, 
ordered  a  tranfport  (hip  to  carry  about  400  of  the  inha- 
bitants 
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1775.  bitants  out  of  the  town  to  Point  Shirley,  to  be  taken 
care  of  by  the  country.  Ten  days  after  he  fent  out  300 
more.  The  perfons  thus  fent  out  were  not  thought 
to  be  wholly  free  from  the  fmall-pox  $  and  it  was  fuf- 
pected  that  there  might  be  a  defign  of  fpreading  that 
diibrder  among  the  American  troops,  which  induced 
the  MafTachufetts  afTembiy  to  refolve  upon  meafures  for 
preventing  fiich  an  event, 

The  MafTachufetts  arTembly  refolved,  October  the 
ninth,  to  fit  out  armed  vefTels ;  which  proving  a  fuffi- 
cient  encouragement  for  individuals  to  apply  themfelves 
to  that  bufmefs,  and  fome  being  in  proper  forwardnefs, 
an  act  was  paffed  in  November  for  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprifal,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  courts  of 
admiralty.  The  declared  intention  of  the  act  was  for 
the  defence  of  the  American  coaft,  and  the  condemna- 
tion of  thofe  vefTels  only  which  fhould  be  proved  to  be 
the  property  of,  or  in  any  wife  employed,  by  the  enemies 
of  the  united  American  colonies,  or  for  fupplying  faid 
enemies.  The  Lee  privateer,  captain  Manly,  belong- 
ing to  Marbiehead,  was  foon  at  fea,  and  took  the  brig 

Nov.  Nancy,  an  ordnance  fhip  from  Woolwich,  containing 
befide  a  large  brafs  mortar  upon  a  new  conftruction,  ie- 
veral  pieces  of  fine  brafs  cannon,  a  large  quantity  of 
fmall  arms  and  ammunition,  with  all  manner  of  tools, 
■utenlils  and  machines,  necefTary  for  camps  and  artillery, 
in  the  greateft  abundance.  General  Wafhington,  but 
thirteen  days  before  wrote,  cc  I  am  in  very  great  want 
of  powder,  lead,  mortars,  indeed  of  mod  forts  of  mi- 
litary flores."  Had  congrefs  fent  an  order  for  articles 
mod  wanted,  they  could  not  have  made  a  more  fatif- 
factory  invoice.     The  mortar  is  now  at  Cambridge,  in 

the 
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the  park  of  artillery;  is  named  the  Congrefs,  and  is  if 75, 
much  admired  for  its  fize  by  every  fpectator,  whether 
acquainted  or  not  with  the  ufcs  for  which  it  is  defigned. 
About  two  months  before  this  capture,  a  fhip  from  Bris- 
tol with  flour  for  Bofton,  having  parted  with  her  con- 
voy, was  decoyed  into  Portfmouth  in  New  Hampfhire, 
and  lecured  for  the  benefit  of  the  Americans; 

Three  fhips  from  London*  Glafgow  and  Liverpool,  Dec 
with  various  ftores  for  the  army,   and  a  brig  from  An- 
tigua with  rum,  were  taken  in  the  bay  by  captain  Manly, 
by  whale  boats,  &c.     A  number  of  men  in  whale  boats 
can  overpower  unarmed  veffels,  and  carry  them  oft  into 
fecure  harbours.       Thefe  and  the  privateers  captured 
feveral  more  {tore  fhips  before  five  days  were  ended. 
Among  the  privateers  were  fome  continental  ones,  for 
general  Washington  fitted  out  a  few  armed  veiTels,  which 
has  met  with  the  approbation  of  congrefs.     Thefe  re- 
peated and  considerable  captures  have  increafed  the  dif- 
trefs  of  the  troops  and  people  in  Bolton,  and  furnifhed 
the  continental  army  with  many  valuable  articles.     But 
though  the  fuccefs  of  the  Americans  upon,  the  watery 
clement  has  been  matter  of  joy  and  triumph,  their  af- 
fairs upon  land  do  not  anfwef  the  wifhes  of  the  genuine 
patriots.     On  the  firft  of  the  month  the  inliftment  of 
:he  Connecticut  troops  expired.     They  were  urged  to 
arry  longer  by  different  perfons,  who  harangued  them 
ipon  the  occafion.      A   few  hundreds  were  prevailed 
ipon  to  continue  j    but,  the   main  body   marched  off, 
eaving  the  army  in  too  weak  a  condition.     It  is  true, 
hey  had  fuffered  greatly  through  the  intenfenefs  of  the 
sold,  and  the  want  of  fuel,  with  which  they  ought  to 
have  been  more  faithfully  and  punctually  fupplied.    The 
jpVlarTachufetts     and    New    Hampfhire    men    complete 

Vol.  II.  L  their 
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i775,  their  term,  the  firfl  of  January;  and  the  inliftment  of 
the  new  army  goes  on  very  heavily.     There  is  a  general 
reluctance  among  the  foldiers  to  inlifting  afrefh.     The 
MafTachufetts  people  mow  as  much  backwardnefs  as  the 
others.     In  fhort,  they  expect  to  be  hired,  and  that  at 
a  very  high  price,  to  defend  their  own  liberties ;  and 
choole  to  be  Haves  unlefs  they  can  be  bribed  to  be  free- 
men.     §utd  facit   lihertas,     cum  Jola  pecunia   regnaV. 
How  muft  it  afflict  general  Wafhington  to  obferve  in  the 
prefent  crifis,  fo  little  of  that  patriotic  fpirit,  which  he  was  j 
taught  to  believe  was  the  characterise  of  the  MafTaclw- 1 
fetts  people  ;   and  on  which  he  relied  greatly  for  fupport, 
While  burdened  with  an  apprehenfion  that  he   migh: 
pofilbly  be  deierted,  he  could  recollect  the  feverityc: 
the  iealbn,  and  the  diflrerTes  of  his  fellow  creatures  a: 
a  diftance,  and  wrote  to  the  gentleman  with  whom  h: 
had  intruded  the  management  of  his  concerns  at  Mour: 
Vernon,  M  Let  the  hofpitality  of  the  houfe  be  kept  up 
with  refpeet  to  the  poor,     Let  no  one  go  hungry  away, 
li  any  of  this  kind  of  people  mould  be  in  want  of  cor:. 
B  pply  their  necefTities,  provided  it  does  not  encourag 
fneftri  in  idieneis.     I   have  no  objection  to  your  giving 
my  money  in  charity,  when  you   think  it  will  be 
bellowed.     1   mean,  it  is   my  delire  that  it   ihould  be 
done.     You  are  to  confider,  that  neither  myfelf  or  wife 
are  now  in  the  way  to  do  thefe  good  offices," 
Dec.       About  2COO  militia  arrived  in  camp,  and  3000  mor: 
tu     were  expected  every  hour,  making  in  the  whole,  the 
timber  required  by  the  general  to  iupply  the  deficiency 
of  the  continental  regiments.    The  American  army  being 
by  this  mean  fufRciently  ftrengthened,  carrie  1  their 
preaches  to  within  half  a  mile  of  Bolton,   and  broke 
ouad  at  Lechmere's  point,  which  brought  on  a  can- 
j  nonai 
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nonade  from  the  batteries  of  Charleflown  and  Barton's  ifT^* 
point,  that  continued  for  four  days,  without  obliging 
them  to  defift.     Their  labor  was  hard,  owing  to  the 
ground's  being  fo  frozen  -3  but  they  perfevered  till  they 
had  perfected  their  defign. 

Some  perfons  have  been  fo  curious  as  to  note  the  254 
number  of  men  killed  by  the  firings  of  the  enemy  on 
the  Cambridge  fide  of  the  American  lines,  and  on  the 
Roxbury,  as  alio  the  number  and  nature  of  their  firings. 
The  account  Hands  thus.— cc  From  the  burning  of 
Charleftown  down  to  this  day,  the  enemy  have  fired  up- 
ward of  2000  mot  and  fiiells,  an  equal  number  of  24 
pounders  with  any  other  fort.  They  threw  more  than 
300  bombs  at  Plowed-hill,  and  100  at  Lechmere's  point. 
By  the  whole  firing  on  Cambridge  fide,  they  killed  only 
feven,  and  on  Roxbury  fide  five,  jufl  a  dozen. " 

Let  me  now  give  you  the  following  anecdote.     Dea- 
con Whitcomb  of  Lancafter,    (who  was  a  member  of 
the  MaMachufctts  arTembly  till  the  prefent  conteft,  had 
ferved  in  former  wars,    and  been  in  different  engage- 
ments) has  ferved  as  a  colonel  in  the  American  army ; 
but  on  account  of  his  age  was  left  out  upon  the  late 
new  regulation.     His  men  highly  refented  it,  and  de- 
clared they  would  not  inlift  again,  after  their  time  was 
out.     The  colonel  told  them,  he  did  not  doubt  there 
were  fufficient  reafons  for  the  regulation,  and  he  was  fa- 
tisfted  with  it ;  he  then  blamed  them  for  their  conduct, 
and  faid  he  would  inlift  as  a  private.     A  colonel  Brewer 
heard  of  it,    and  offered  to  refign  in  favor  of  colonel 
Whitcomb.     The  whole  coming  to  general  Warning- 
11  ton's  ears,  he  has  allowed  of  colonel  Brewer's  refigna- 
rtion  m  colonel  Whitcomb's  favor,    appointed  the  for- 
'  mer  barrack-mailer,  till  he  can  further  promote  him, 

L   2  ai  3 
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l115-  and  acquainted  the  army  with  the  whole  affair  in  gene- 
ral orders.  This  terminates  the  narrative  of  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  tranfactions  within  the  Maffachufetts ; 
little  remains  to  be  mentioned  of  the  civil.     The  great 

oa.    call  there  was  for  ialt-petre,  put  the  houfe  of  afitmbly 

3U  upon  refolving,  to  pay  a  bounty  of  three  (hillings  foi- 
ling in  paper  currency  per  lb.  for  all  that  (hall  be  ma- 
nufactured before  the  firft  of  next  June,  befide  two  (hil- 
lings and  three-pence  per  lb.  purchafe  money.  The  ai- 
iembly  was  far  from  giving  fatisfaction  to  general  Lee, 

Not.  who  about  the  middle  of  November,  pronounced  them 
^     benumbed  in  a  fixed  (late  of  torpitude,    without  the 
fymptoms  of  animation,  unlefs  an  apprehenfion  of  ren- 
dering themfelves  unpopular  among  their  particular  con- 
ftituents,    by  any  act.  of  vigor  for  the  public   fervice, 
deferved  the   name  of  animation.     He  charged  them 
with  inconnftent  and  timid  conduct,  and  afcribed  it  to 
their  torpor,  narrow  politics,  or  call  it  what  you  wift 
that  the  army  had   been  reduced  to  very  great  diftrefr. 
There  was  however,  about  the  beginning  of  December, 
an  act.  paiTed  for  emitting  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  50,000!.  fteriing,  with  a  pretty  device  on 
the  back,  viz.  an  American  with  a  fword  in  his  right 
hand,  with  the   following  infcription  fufpended   there- 
from, £C    Enfe 'fttit  flacuiam  fub  liheriate  quiet 'em jfl  and 
m   his  left  hand  "  Magna  Chart  a  "  and  round  the 
are  thefe  words,  t£  TJfued  in  defence  of  American  liber 
"  he  affembly  alfo  gave  orders  relating  to  wood,  that  lb 
the  great,  diftfefs  of  the  army  on  that  head  might  be 

rved. 

New  Ukwiffhlre  colony  has  prefented  us  with  a  no- 

trelty;  which  the  politicians  will  apply  to  the  purpofe  of 

promoting  independency.     By  fome  dexterous,  or  ra-   I 

tbei 
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ther  finifter  management,  inftructions  were  delivered  to  !775v 
the  New  Hampfhire  delegates  at  the   continental  con- 
rrefs  containing   theft  expreflions,    <c  We  would   have 
vou  immediately  nle  your  utmoit  endeavours  to  obtain 
the  advice  and  direction  of  the  pgngrefs,  with  refpect 
to  a  method  for  our  adminirtering  juitice,  and  regulat- 
ing our  civil  police.     We  prefs  you  not  to  delay  this 
mutter,  as  its  being  done  fpeedily  will  probably  pre- 
vent the    greater!  confufion    among  us."      They  were 
laid  before  congrefs  October  the  eighteenth,  and  proved 
a  fine  opening  for  thofe  individual  delegates,  who  were 
looking  forward  to  a  reparation  from  Great  Britain,  to 
introduce   an  entering  wedge  wherewith   to  divide  the 
empire.     Even  thefe  very  instructions  might  be  defign- 
edly  obtained  by  confidential  letters  written  to  truity  de- 
puties in  the  New  Hampfhire  convention,    by  certain 
delegates  in  the  general  congrefs.     The  firfl  ftep  to  be 
taken  by  fuch  was,  to  procure,  in  ibme  one  colony,  the 
eftabliihment  of  a  new  form  of  government,  in  which 
the  people  at  large  fhould  have  a  leading  influence,  that 
fo  their  attachments    and  efforts   might  be  fecured  in 
fupport  of  the  fame.     The  inhabitants  of  adjoining  co- 
lonies would  foon  be  eager  to  enjoy  the  like  power  and 
importance,  which  would  pave  the  way  for  their  infill- 
ing  alfo  upon  a  change.      Thefe  changes  being  once 
effected,  the  parties  will  then  have  gone  too  far  to  re- 
treat, and  muft  feek  their  fecurity  in  independence.  The 
fcheme  met  with  oppofition,  and  the  New  Hampfliire 
delegates  ufed  unwearied  importunity,  both  within  doors 
and  without,  before  they  obtained  the  recommendation 
1  they  were  after.     At  length  the  report  of  the  commit- 
I  tee  was  taken  into  confederation,    and  it  was  refolved 

h  3  by 
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2 775*  by  congrefs,  "  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  provin- 
cial convention  of  New  Hampshire,  to  call  a  full  and 
free  reprefentation  of  the  people,  and  that  the  faid  re- 
prefentatives,  if  they  think  it  neceflary,  eftablifh  fuch 
a  form  of  government,  as  in  their  judgment  will  bell 
produce  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  moil  effectu- 
ally fecure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  province,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  dispute  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colonies."  The  vote  was  far  from 
being  unanimous ;  and,  in  order  to  make  it  pafs,  was 
qualified  with  a  feeming  defire  of  an  accommodation 
with  Britain,  and  of  a  restoration  by  that  mean  to  the 
old  form  of  government.  The  provincial  convention, 
without  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  recommendation, 
appointed  a  committee  to  report  a  mode  of  reprefenta- 

24,     tion ;  which  being  laid  before  them,  they  agreed  that 

precepts  be  fent  to  elect  perfons  to  reprefent  the  towns 

&c.  in  congrefs,  to  meet  at  Exeter  on  the  twenty-firft 

of  December,  and  to  be  empowered  to  profecute  fuch 

meafures  as  they  may  deem  necefiary  for  the  public  good; 

during  the  term  of  one  year,  unlefs  they  fee  fit  to  dit 

folve  themfelves  fooner.     And  in  cafe  there  fhould  be 

a   recommendation  from  the  continental  congrefs  for 

this  colony  to  affume  a  government,  in  a  way  that  will 

require  a  Hottfe  of  representatives,  that  the  faid  congrefs 

of  this  colony  be  empowered  to  refolve  themfelves  into 

fuch  a  houfe  as  may  be  recommended,  and  remain  fuck 

for  the  aforefaid  term  of  one  year."     The  provincial 

congrefs  met  agreeable  to  the  precepts,  and  after  a  while 

voted,  cf  That  congrefs  will  at  any  time  take  up  civil 

government,  to  continue  during  the  prefent  conteft  with 

Great  Britain  5  and  refolve  themfelves  into  a  houfe  of 

reprc- 


AMERICA  K       R   I   V  O  L   U   T  I   O   N\  I J I 

reprefentatives,  and  then  chooie   a  council  to  continue  J77v 
one  year  from  tht  twenty-firft  of  December/' 

The  continental  congrefs  having  difpatched  the  New 
Hampihire  cafe,  immediately  took  into  confederation  the 
ftate  of  Smith  Carcilna,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
coafider  a  number  of  papers  relative  thereto,  and  to  re- 
port what  in  their  opinion  was  neceiTary  to  be  done. 
What  this  opinion  would  be  was  eafily  forefeen  from 
Meflb.  Chaie  and  Samuel  Adams  being  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  report  was  brought  in  the  next  day,  and  Nov. 
ic  was  refolved,  "  That  for  the  defence  of  South  Caro-  +• 
lina,  there  be  kept  up  in  that  colony,  at  the  continental 
expence,  three  battalions  of  foot : — That  if  the  conven- 
tion, or  council  of  fafety  fnail  think  it  expedient,  for  the 
iecurity  of  that  colony,  to  feize  or  deftroy  any  fhip  or 
veffel  of  war,  this  congrefs  will  approve  of  fuch  pro- 
ceeding: — That  Charleftown  ought  to  be  defended 
againft  any  attempts  to  take  pofTeffion  thereof  by  the 
enemies  of  America ;  and  that  the  convention  or  coun- 
cil cf  fafety  ought  to  proceed  immediately  to  erect  fuch 
fortifications  and  batteries,  as  will  bed  conduce  to  its 
fecurity  :.-«-That  if  the  convention  of  South  Carolina  mall 
find  it  neceiTary  to  eftablifh  a  form  of  government  in 
that  colonv,  it  be  recommended  to  that  convention  to 
call  a  full  and  free  reprefentation  of  the  people,  Sec,  &c." 
as  to  the  convention  of  New  Hampfhire. 

The  meafures  purfued  by  lord  Dunmore  naturally  led 
congrefs  to  reiblve,  "  That  a  committee  be  appointed  i0, 
to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  to 
confider  what  provifions  may  be  neceiTary  for  its  de- 
fence, and  to  report  the  fame."  Mr.  Samuel  Adams 
was  of  the  number.     New  information  being  received 

X-  4  before 
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J775-  before  they  reported,  when  they  did  it,  it  was  in  fuch  a 
Pec  way  that  congrefs  reiblved  "  That  three  companies 
of  the  Pennfylvania  battalion  immediately  march  into 
Northampton  county  in  Virginia,  for  the  protection  of 
the  aiTociation  : — That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inha- 
bitants  to  refill  to  the  utmoft  the  arbitrary  government 
intended  to  be  eftablifhed  therein."  Thev  then  faid, 
"  Whereas  lord  Dunmore  by  his  proclamation,  has  de- 
clared his  intention  to  execute  martial  law,  thereby  tear- 
ing up  the  foundations  of  civil  authority  and  govern- 
ment within  the  colony  j  refolved,  therefore,  that  if 
the  convention  of  Virginia,  &c.  &C."  as,  to  the  con- 
ventions of  New  Hampfhire  and  South  Carolina. 

A  growing  change  in  the  fentiments  of  congrefs  would 
of  conrfe  follow,  upon  the  difpatches  received  the  day 
before  the  committee  on  the  (late  of  Virginia  was  ap- 
pointed. Their  agents  informed  them,  that  the  Ame- 
rican minifter  told  them,  fome  days  after  the  delivery 
of  the  petition  by  the  late  governor  Penn,  No  anfwtti 
will  be  given  to  it  ■>  and  that  no  one  perfon  in  authority 
had,  fince  the  arrival  of  that  gentleman,  deigned  to  pro- 
pofe  a  angle  queflion  to  him,  or  to  defire  the  fmalleft 
information  from  him.  This  cavalier  treatment,  of  a 
petition  containing  profefllons  of  the  greater!:  loyalty  to 
the  king  and  attachment  to  the  mother  country,  and 
couched  in  terms  the  mod  moderate  and  humble;  and 
of  the  perfon  who  was  intruded  with  it  -,  left  no  reafon- 
able  ground  for  hoping  that  the  prefent  difpute  could  be 
amicably  adjufted. 

Having  been  led,  by  the  New- Hampfhire  inftruc- 
tions,  to  mention  fome  of  the  doings  of  congrefs,  let  me 
proceed  to  relate  fome  others  which  have  been  unnoticed, 

Congrefs. 
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Congrefs  rcfolvcd  that  the  new  army  intended  to  lie  T775* 
before  Bofton,  coniift  of  20,372  men,  officers  included.  4. 
Befide,  it  has  been  recommended  to  particular  colonies 
to  raife  battalions  at  the  expence  of  the  continent.  Or- 
ders have  alfo  been  given  for  fitting  out  four  armed 
veffels,  for  the  intercepting  of  fuch  tranfports  as  may  be 
laden  with  warlike  flores  and  other  fupplies  for  the 
enemy ;  and  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  United 
Colonies.  It  was  agreed,  Ci  That  every  member  con-  9*. 
fider  himfelf  under  the  ties  of  virtue,  honor  and  love 
Gf  his  country?  not  to  divulge,  directly  or  indirectly, 
any  matter  or  thing  agitated  or  debated  in  congrefs  be- 
fore the  fame  mall  have  been  determined,  without  the 
leave  of  congrefs  ;  or  any  matter  or  thing  determined 
in  congrefs,  which  the  majority  of  congrefs  fhall  order 
to  be  kept  fecret  -,  and  that,  if  any  member  fhall  violate 
this  agreement,  he  fhall  be  expelled  this  congrefs,  and 
be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and 
liable  to  be  treated  as  fuch;  and  that  every  member 
fignify  his  confent  to  this  agreement  by  figning  the 
fame."  They  relblved  upon  raifing  two  battalions  of 
marines,  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  number  of 
which  the  continental  army  before  Bofton  is  to  confift. 

A  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  2S< 
flate  of  North-Carolina,  made  their  report,  whereupon 
it  was  refolved,  among  other  matters,  that  two  minifters 
of  the  gofpel  be  applied  to,  to  go  immediately  among 
the  regulators  and  highlanders  of  that  colony,  for  the 
purpofe  of  informing  them  of  the  nature  of  the  prefent 
difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies.  Inftead 
of  a  fimilar  recommendation  to  what  was  given  to  South 
t  ;irolina  about  eftabliihing  a  form  of  government,  it  was 

only 
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1.775-  only  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety,  in  cafe  the  method  of  defending  the  colony  by 
minutemen  be  inadequate  to  the  purpofe,  to  fubftitute 
fuch  other  mode  as  to  them  fhould  appear  mod  likely 
to  effect  the  fecurity  of  the  colony. 
Nov.  Congrels  refolved,  that  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
29*  pointed  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  correfponding  with  their 
friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  other  parts  of  the 
world.  Information  being  given,  that  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  powder  in  the  ifland  of  Providence,  the  ie- 
cret  committee  were  ordered  to  take  meafures  for  fe- 
curing  and  bringing  away  the  faid  powder.  To  prevent 
any  petition  to  the  king  from  a  particular  colony,  they 
Dec.  declared,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  it  would 
**  be  very  dangerous  to  the  liberties  and  welfare  of  America, 
if  any  colony  mould  feparately  petition  the  king,  or 
either  houfe  of  parliament.  This  declaration  is  thought 
to  be  owing  to  an  apprehenfion,  that  the  New  Jerfey 
aiTembly  would  be  drawn  in,  by  the  art  and  perlliafion 
of  governor  Franklin  and  his  adherents,  to  adopt  fuch  a 
meafure.  Congrefs  were  certainly  alarmed  at  fome  dif- 
agreeable  appearances,  for  they  appointed  a  committee 
to  confer  with  that  aiTembly,  immediately  after  the  de- 
$>  claration.  They  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  proclamations.  It  contained  many  fevere  remarks 
upon  the  royal  proclamation  of  Auguft,  for  fuppreiTing 
rebellion  and  fedition ;  together  with  many  pointed 
queftions  defigned  to  fink  it  into  equal  contempt  with 
what  it  experienced  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  where  we 
have  heard  it  was  read  by  one  of  the  lord  mayor's  offi- 
cers, accompanied  only  by  the  common  crier,  without 
horfe  or  mace  to  grace  the  ceremony,  and  when  finifhed, 

faluted 
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faluted  with  a  general  hifs.  Toward  the  clofe,  the  re-  r775* 
port  holds  forth  the  following  threats  "  We,  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  thefe  United  Colonies,  and  by 
authority,  according  to  the  pureft  maxims  of  reprefen- 
tation,  derived  from  them,  declare,  that  whatever  pu- 
nilhment  fhall  be  inflicted  upon  any  perfons  in  the  power 
of  our  enemies  for  favoring,  aiding,  or  abetting  the 
caufe  of  American  liberty,  fhall  be  retaliated  in  the  fame 
kind  and  the  fame  degree  upon  thofe  in  our  power,  who 
have  favored,  aided,  or  abetted,  or  fhall  favor,  aid,  or 
abet  the  fyftem  of  miniilerial  opprefiion." 

Congrefs  determined  upon  building  five  mips  of  32  D 
guns,  five  of  28,  and  three  of  24,  in  all  thirteen  •  one  13* 
in  New-Hampfhire,  two  in  Maffachufetts,  one  in  Con- 
necticut, two  in  Rhode  Ifland,  two  in  New-York,  four 
in  Pennfylvania,  and  one  in  Maryland.  They,  having 
taken  into  confederation  the  difpute  betv/een  the  people 
of  Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut  on  the  lands  near 
Wyoming,  on  the  Sufquehanna  river,  recommended 
that  cc  the  contending  parties  immediately  ceafe  all  hofti- 
lities ;  that  ail  perfons  feized  and  detained  on  account  of 
faid  difpute,  on  either  fide,  be  difmiffed  and  permitted 
to  go  to  their  refpective  homes ;  and  that,  things  being 
put  in  the  fame  fituation  they  were  before  the  late  un- 
happy contefi,  they  continue  to  behave  themfelves  peace- 
ably, until  a  legal  decifion  can  be  had  on  faid  difpute, 
or  congrefs  fhall  take  further  order  thereon. "  The  com- 
mittee appointed  to  fit  out  armed  veiTels,  having  pro- 
cured a  few,  laid  before  congrefs  a  lift  of  the  officers  by  22i» 
them  appointed  -,  and  were  directed  to  give  fuch  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  commander  of  the  fleet,  Ezekiel  Hopkins 
efcj;  touching  the  operations  of  the  fhips  unver  his  com- 
mand, 
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*775*  mand,  as  fhould  appear  to  them  moll  conducive  to  the 
defence  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  the  diftrefs  of  i 
enemy's  naval  forces  and  vefTels. 

In  Canada,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  no  fooner  acquainted 
with  the  Americans  having  furprifed  Tyconderoga  and 
Crown-point,  and  obtained  the  command  of  Lake 
Champlain,  than  he  planned  a  fcheme  for  their  recovery. 
The  Britifh  troops  he  had  with  him  were  too  few  to  admit 
of  their  being  drawn  out  of  garrifon.  He  expected  a 
iupply  of  Canadians  fufficient  for  his  purpofe ;  and  to 
have  the  afliftance  of  the  Indians  in  his  intended  opera- 
tions :  but  both  failed  him.  He  eftablifhed  martial  law 
in  the  province,  that  he  might  be  able  in  that  way 
authoritatively  to  force  the  people  to  take  arms ;  but 
they  refufed.  They  had  tailed  the  fweets  of  the  Englifli 
mode  of  government,  fince  the  conqueil  of  the  country; 
and  were  difgufted  (the  noblefTe  excepted)  at  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  French.  The  Quebec  act  was  of 
no  ufe  in  exciting  them  againft  the  colonifts ;  on  the  con- 
trary they  talked  much  of  liberty  *.  They  declared 
themfelves  ready  to  defend  the  province ;  but  abfolutely 
refufed  to  march  out  of  it,  and  commence  hoftilities 
upon  their  neighbours.  The  governor  applied  to  the 
bifhop  of  Quebec,  to  ufe  his  fpiritual  influence,  and  par- 
ticularly to  iffue  an  epifcopal  mandate  to  be  read  by  the 
parifh  priefts  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice,  but  the  bifhop 
excufed  himfelf.  The  eccleftaftics,  in  the  place  of  this 
ilfued  their  letters,  which  were  however,  greatly  diiie- 
garded.  The  noblefTe  alone,  who  were  chiefly  confidcred 
in  the  Quebec-act,  mowed  a  zeal  againft  the  Englifh 
colonifts. 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Gamble's  letter  to  general  Gage. 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Johnfon,  a  Ton  of  the  late  Sir  William  John-  !77v 
fon,  had  repeated  conferences  with  the  Indians ;  at  the 
one  in  Montreal,  he  delivered  to  each  of  the  Canadian 
tribes  a  war  belt  and  the  hatchet ;  after  which  he  invited 
them  to  feaft  on  a  Boftonian  and  to  drink  his  blood, 
figuratively,  an  ox  being  roafted  for  the  purpofe,  and  a, 
pipe  of  wine  given :  but  the  entertainment  could  not 
prevail  with  them  to  take  up  the  hatchet.  The  congrefs, 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  difpofition  of  the  Cana- 
dians, and  the  defigns  of  governor  Carleton,  and  ex- 
pecting a  powerful  oppofition  from  that  quarter,  when 
European  troops  were  arrived,  unlefs  they  could  prevent 
it  by  fee n ring  the  country,  determined  upon  penetrating 
into  Canada,  in  hope  of  gaining  the  fpeedy  porTefTion  of 
it,  and  of  joining  it  to  the  union.  The  more  effectu- 
ally to  fupport  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  meafure,  and  to 
jbengthen  the  operation,  it  was  given  out,  that  the  pow- 
ers, with  which  governor  Carleton  was  intruded  by  his 
commiiiion,  wxre  fpecial  and  extraordinary,  purpofely  de- 
figned  to  warrant  his  attempting  by  force  to  fupprefs 
the  oppofition  making  in  the  colonies  to  the  Britifh  mea- 
fures.  Several  or  even  moil  of  the  members  of  con- 
grefs could  not  but  know,  that  the  words  of  the  com- 
miiiion were  the  fame  as  were  ufed  in  the  commiiTions 
tor  governing  their  own  colonies,  name  and  place  ex- 
cepted. Sir  Guy's  commifTion  was  in  the  ufual  mode, 
and  fnnilar  to  what  was  given  to  Dan  vers  O  (borne  efq, 
governor  of  New  York  *. 

General  Montgomery  was  fent  forward  to  Tycondc- 
roga  with  a  body  of  troops,  New-Yorkers  and  New- 
Englanders.     When  he  took  leave  of  his  lady,  his  part- 

*  See  the  copy  in  Mr.  Smith's  Hiftory  of  New  York. 
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1 77?*  ing  words  were,  {C  You  111  all  never  blufli  for  your  Mont- 

2I#  *  gomery."  Fie  arrived  with  the  continental  army  (if  not 
too  diminutive  to  be  fo  called)  at  the  place  of  deftina- 
tion.  General  Schuyler,  who  was  the  chief  commander, 
remained  at  Albany  to  attend  the  Indian  treaty  carrying 
xm  in  that  city.  General  Montgomery  made  a  move- 
ment down  Lake  Champlain,  without  waiting  the  arrival 
of  more  troops  -,  that  fo  he  might  hinder  the  enemy's 
armed  veffels  getting  into  the  lake.     Schuyler  having 

Sept.  pufhed  forward,  notwithstanding  great  indifpofition,  and 
joined  Montgomery  at  I  fie  la  Motte,  they  moved  on  and 
arrived  at  I  fie  aux  Noix.  Here  he  drew  up  a  declara- 
tion, which  he  fent  among  the  Canadians  by  colonel 
Allen  and  major  Brown,  alluring  them,  that  the  army 
was  defigned  only  againfl  the  Englifh  garrifons,  and  not 
the  country,  their  liberties  or  religion.     The  army,  not 

£•  exceeding  a  thoufand  men,  proceeded  without  any  ob- 
ftruction  toward  St.  John's.  When  in  fight  of  the 
works,  and  about  two  miles  diftant,  the  enemy  began 
to  fire,  without  doing  any  damage.  After  advancing 
half  a  mile  nearer,  the  troops  landed  without  oppofition, 
in  a  clofe  deep  fwamp;  and  being  formed,  marched 
through  grounds  marfhy  and  covered  with  woods,  in  or- 
der to  reconnoitre  the  fortrefles.  The  left  was  attacked 
in  crofTing  a  creek,  by  a  party  of  Indians,  who  killed  a 
fergeant,  corporal,  and  three  privates,  befide  wounding 
eight,  three  of  whom  died.  Three  officers  alfo  were 
wounded.  The  Indians  were  foon  compelled  to  give 
way,. and  had  five  killed  and  four  badly  wounded.  Gen. 
Schuyler  receiving  certain  intelligence  in  the  evening, 
that  the  enemy's  fortifications  were  complete,  and  plen- 
tifully furnifhed  with  cannon,  it  was  thought  advifablc 

the 
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the  next  morning,  to  return  to-Ifle  aux.Noix,  which -17.7c, 
was  accordingly  done  $  and  the  troops  were  employed  in 
erecting  proper  works  to  fecure  the  entrance  into  the 
lake ;  and  in  getting  ready,  on  the  arrival  of  further  re- 
inforcements, to  take  advantage  of  any  events  that 
might  happen  in  Canada.  Schuyler  returned,  leaving 
the  command  to  Montgomery ;  who,  being  ftrengthened 
by  an  addition  of  men  and  artillery,  and  receiving  orders 
to  undertake  the  fiege  of  St.  John's,  proceeded  to  exe-  17* 
cute  the  fame.  The  next  day  the  enemy  threw  bombs, 
but  did  no  damage.  The  Americans  returned  the  falute. 
The  lines  of  circumvallation  were  finifhed  \  but  between 
20  and  30  waggons  with  provifions,  rum,  brandy,  &c. 
for  the  garrifon,  were  taken  prior  to  it.  Afterward  there 
was  a  continual  firing  for  fome  days  and  nights ;  and 
could  the  general  have  depended  upon  the  troops,  he 
might  have  ventured  to  promife  fuccefs,  but  he  could 
fay  nothing  pleafing  on  that  head.  The  men  took  good 
care  of  themfelves ;  and  one  night  capt.  Mott,  of  the 
1  ft  regiment  of  Yorkers,  bafely  deferted  the  mortar 
battery  without  ever  being  attacked. 

Colonel  Allen  being  upon  his  return,  with  a  guard 
of  about  eighty  men,  from  a  tour  upon  which  he  had 
been  fent  by  the  general,  was  de fired  to  halt  by  major 
Brown,  who  propofed  that  colonel  Allen  mould  return 
to  Longueil,  procure  canoes  and  crofs  the  river  St* 
Lawrence  a  little  north  of  Montreal ;  while  he  croffed 
a  little  to  the  fouth  of  the  town  with  near  200  men,  as 
he  had  boats  fufrlcient.  The  plan  was  approved  ofx  and 
colonel  Allen  croffed  in  the  night.  Major  Brown  by 
fome  means  failed  on  his  part  ;  and  colonel  Allen  found 
himfelf,  the  next  morning,  in  a  critical  fituation  -,  but 

concluded 
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J77£«  concluded  upon  maintaining  his  ground.    General  Carle* 
25.     ton  learning  how  weak  colonel  Allen  was,  marched  out 
againft  him  with  about  forty  regulars,  together  with  Ca- 
nadians, Englifh  and  Indians,  amounting  to  fome  hun- 
dreds.    The  colonel  defended  himfelf  with  much  bra- 
very j  but  being  deferted  by  feveral,  chiefly  Canadians, 
and  having  had  fifteen  of  his  men  killed,  was  under  the 
necellity  of  furrendering  with  thirty-one  effectives  and 
feven  wounded.     He  was  directly  put  into  irons.     Had 
the  plan  been  executed  according  to  major  Brown's  pro- 
posal, Montreal  would  probably  have  been  furprifed  and 
taken*      Succefs   would  have  prevented  the  cenfuresj 
which  are  now  paned  upon  the  one  for  propofing,  and 
the  odier  for  adopting  a  plan  of  operation  to  which  the 
Oft.   general  was  an  entire  ftranger.      A  party  of  Canadians, 
4'      who  had  joined  and  greatly  affifted  the  befiegers,.  in- 
trenched themfelves  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  lake,  on 
which  the  enemy  fent  an  armed   floop  with  troops  to 
drive  them  away ;  but  the  Canadians  attacked  the  floop 
with  vigor,  killed  a  number  of  the  men,  and  obliged 
her  to  return  to  St.  John's  in  a  mattered  condition.  The 
%      main  body  of  the  army  decamped  from  the  fouth,  and 
marched  to  the  north  fide  of  the  fort  -,  and  in  the  even- 
ing began  to  throw  up  a  bread  work,  in  order  to  erecl 
a  battery  of  cannon  and  mortars.  The  continental  troops 
brpught  fuch  a   fpirit  of  liberty    into  the  field,    and 
thought  fo  freely  for  themfelves,   that  they  would  not 
bear  either  Subordination  or  difcipline.      The  general 
could  not  in  truth  direct  their  operations,  and  would  not 
have  Rayed  an  hour  at  their  head,  had  he  not  feared 
that  the  example  would  be  too  generally  followed,  and 
iQ  the  public  fervice  fuffer.     There  was  a  great  want  of 

powder,) 
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powder,    which  with    the  diforderly  behaviour  of  the  r77^ 
troops  was  a  damp  to  the  hope  of  terminating  the  fiege 
fuccefs  fully. 

The  pioipecl  was  much  brightened.     The  Canadians    l8* 
planned  an  attack  upon  Chamblee,  and  carried  down  in 
batteans  the  artillery,  pad  the  fort  of  St.  John's.     After 
a  fhort  demur  it  furrendered  to  major  Brown  and  major 
J  .ivingfton.     The  greater!  acquifition  was  about  fix  tons 
of  powder,  which  enabled  the  general  to  accomplifh  his 
willies.     The  other  particulars  you  have  below  *,  ex- 
cept the  colours  of  the  7th  regiment,  which  were  im- 
mediately tranfmitted  to  congrefs — die  firil  prefent  of 
the  kind  they  ever  received.     The  garrifon  became  prU 
ieners  of  war,  but  were  allowed  all  their  baggage,  the 
quantity  of  which  was  ailoniihing.     Their  women   and 
children,  whofe  number  was  equally   aftoniihing,  were 
permitted  to  go   with  them,  and   to  take  their  effecls. 
The  befiegers  having  obtained  a  full  fupply  of  ammu- 
nition, went  to  work  in   earned,  completed  a  battery 
within  250  yards  of  the  fort,  and  mounted  in  it  four   30. 
guns  and  fix  mortars,  in  defiance  of  the  continual  fire 
of  the  enemy.     While  the   army  was  bufily  engaged  in    $r. 
preparing  for  a  cannonade,  and  an  aflault  if  neceiTary, 
they  received  the  agreeable  news  of  governor  Carleton's 
being  repulfed.     The  governor,  with  a  view  of  raifmg 

1  Eighty  barrels  of  Hour,  1 1  ditto  rice,  7  ditto  peafe,  6  firkins  of 
^tter,  134  barrels  of  pork,  7  ditto  damaged,  124  barrels  of  gun- 
louder,  390  fwivel  mot,  1  box  of  mu&et  ftiot,  6564  muflcet  cart- 
ages, ip  Hand  of  French  arms,  3  royal  mortars,  61  (hells,  500 
land  granades,  Royal  Fufileers  mufkers  S3,  accoutrements  83,  rig- 
P»g  for  three  vends  at  Icait,  1  major,  2  captains,  3  lieutenants,  the 
•aptain  of  the  fchooner  which  is  funk,  a  commliTary  and  furgecn,  . 
oldiers  83. 

Vol.  II.  M  the 
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*77J>thc  nege,    collected   a  body  of  about  800  forces,  con- 
lifting  of  the  militia  of  Montreal,  a  number   of  Cana- 
dians, whom  he  had  maintained  for  fome  time,  a  few 
troops,  not  a  hundred,  and  fome   Indians.     They  left 
Montreal  in  high  fpirits,  and  attempted  to  crofs  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,    and    land    at    Longueil;     but    colonel 
Warner,  with  300  Green  Mountain   boys,  and  a  four 
pounder  which  kept  pouring  grape  ihot  into  the  boats, 
prevented  their  making  good  a  landing.     They  were 
fufFered  to  come  very  near  the  fhore,  and  then  the  fire 
was  |b  hot  and  deftructive,  that  they  were   thrown  into 
great  confufion,  and  retired  with  the  utmoft  precipita- 
tor, tion.     The  batteries  kept  an  mediant  fire  all  day  on  the 
garriibn  of  St.  John,  which  returned  a  very  brink  one. 
In  the  evening,  general  Montgomery  fent  a  flag,  with 
alerter  to  major  Prefton  the  commander,  by  one  of  the 
priioners  taken  by  colonel  Warner,  informing  him  of 
governor  Carleton's  defeat,  and  recommending  to  him 
the  furrender  of  the  fort,  as  he  could  now  have  no  longer 
reafon  to  expect,  relief  from  that  quarter.     Mapr  Pref- 
ton in  return  fent  an  officer  to  the  camp,  propohng  to 
anfwer  the  letter  fully  in  the  morning,  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  hoftilities  mould  ceafe  on  both  fides.     Two 
%*      officers  came  into  camp    with   an   anfwer  from  major 
Prelton,  who  requeited  the  general  to  wait  four  days,  to 
iee  whether  no  relief  would  come  in  that  time,  and  if 
nor,  they  would  make  propofals  for  a  furrender.     The 
advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  did  not  allow  of  the  gene- 
ral's complying.     Pie  required  them  to  furrender  im- 
mediately prifoners  of  war ;  but  referred  them  for  the 
truth  of  the  governor's  deieat  to  another  prifoner.    It  was 
at  length  agreed  that  the  garrifon  fhouid  march  out  with 
8  the 
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the  honors  of  war,  as  what  was  due  to  their  fortitude  177$, 
and  perfeverance.     The  non-commiflioned  officers  and 
privates  were  to  ground  their  arms  on  the  plain ;  the 
officers  were  to  keep  their  fide  arms,  and  their  fire  arms 
were  to  be  referved  for  them.     The  effects  of  the  gar- 
rifon  were  not  to  be  withheld  from  them.     The  Cana- 
dian gentlemen  and  others  at  St.  John's  were  confidered 
as  part  of  the  garrifon ;  which  amounted  to  about  500 
regulars,  and  better  than  100  Canadian  volunteers.  The 
next  morning  they  marched  out,    and  the  continental     |fl 
troops  took  pofTefiion  of  the  fort ;  in  which  were  17  brafs 
ordnance  from  2  to  24  pounders,  2  eight  inch  howitzers, 
7  mortars,  and  22  iron  ordnance  from  3  to  9  pounders, 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  (hot  and  fmall  fhells,  and  about 
800  Hand  of  fmall  arms,  befide  a  fmall  quantity  of  na- 
val (lores.     The  ammunition  and  provifion  was  trifling, 
thefe  having  been  nearly  expended. 

General  Montgomery  preffed  on  to  Montreal;  It  being 
capable  of  making  no  defence,  governor  Carleton  quit- 
ted it  one  day;  the  general  entered  it  the  next*     He    **l 
treated  the  inhabitants  with  becoming  liberality,  engag- 
ing upon  his  honor  to  maintain  the  individuals  and  reli- 
gious communities  of  the  city  in  the  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  their  property  of  every  kind  ;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants, whether  Englifh>  French,  or  others,  in  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion.     The  general,  in  all  his  tranf- 
ictions,  wrote,  fpake,  and  behaved  with  that  attention, 
egard  and  politenefs,  to  both  privates  and  officers,  ibl* 
liers  and  citizens>  which  might  be  expected  from  the 
gentleman.     He  was  careful  to  pulh  forward  in  time  a 
lumber  of  continental  troops  under  colonel  Eaflon  to 
Hie  point  of  Sorel  River,  which  they  guarded  fo  with  can- 

M  2  non. 
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17:S'nony  an  armed  gondola  and  their  fire  arms,  that  the 
fleet*  which  had  fallen  down  below  Montreal,  would  not 
venture  to  attempt  palling  it.  General  Prefcot,  who 
was  on  board  with  about  120  privates  and  leveral  of- 
ficers, was  reduced  to  the  necefiity  of  furrendering  by 

yov,  capitulation,  eleven  fail  of  veflels  with  all  their  contents, 

I7'  confiding  of,  befide  failors  and  foldiers,  760  barrels  of 
flour,  675  ditto  of  beef,  376  firkins  of  butter,  3  bar- 
rels of  powder,  4  nine  and  fix  pounders,  cannon  cart- 

«  ridges  and  ball,  23H0  rmifket  cartridges,  eight  cheftsof 
arms,  200  pair  of  fhoes,  and  a  quantity  of  intrenching 
tools  -,  all  of  which  proved  very  acceptable  to  the  con- 
tinental troops,  who  had  no  redundancy  of  any  artides 
whatever.  In  the  preceding  midnight,  governor  Carle- 
ton  was  conveyed,  in  a  boat,  with  muffled  paddles,  by 
a  fecret  way  to  the  Three  Rivers,    and  arrived  fafe  at 

19.     Quebec  the  Sunday  following. 

Notwithstanding  the  advanced  and  fevere  fcafon,  ge- 
neral Montgomery  marched  on  for  the  capital,  expect- 
ing to  be  joined  by  colonel  Arnold  and  his  detachment 
in  its  neighbourhood,  and  defigning  to  complete  the 
reduction  of  Canada  before  the  arrival  of  any  Britiib 
reinforcement.  But  while  he  was  advancing,  number 
were  returning.  An  unhappy  home  ficknefs  prevailed 
and  no  fpecific  was  fo  efficacious  as  a  difcharge.  No 
fooner  was  k  adinini  Peered,  but  the  cure  of  nine  outot 
ten  was  perfected ;  who,  refufing  to  wait  for  boats  to  go 
by  the  way  of  Fort  George,  upon  their  arrival  at  Ty 
conderoga,  flung  their  heavy  packs  over  their  fhouldcrs 
crofled  the  lake  at  that  place,  and  undertook  a  march 
of  two  hundred  miles,  with  the  greater!:  good  will  and 

ilacrirv.     Three  hundred  of  the  continentals  palled  by 

Tycon- 
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Tyconderoga  on   their  way  home  by  the  end  of  the  1775. 
month.     The  ruin  of  the  caufe  was  further  hazarded  by 
the  turbulent  and  mutinous  fpirit  of  feveral  officers. 

Colonel  Arnold's  arrival,  with  his  detachment,  at 
Point  Levi,  was  not  known  at  Quebec  for  twenty-four 
hours  -,  and  was  at  length  difcovered  by  his  ordering  out 
fome  men  to  fecure  the  midfhipman  of  the  Hunter  (loop 
of  war,  who  was  juft  landed  on  that  fide  the  river;  the 
boat  returned  and  carried  the  intelligence  to  Quebec ; 
on  which  two  fhips  of  war  were  flationed,  one  above 
and  the  other  below  Wolfe's  cove,  to  prevent  the  Ame- 
ricans eroding  over.  A  council  was  called,  and  by  a 
majority  of  one  it  was  agreed  not  to  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  attack  the  town.  The  contrary  refolution, 
backed  by  vigorous  exertions,  would  probably  have  put 
him  into  the  poflefllon  of  it.  On  the  fifth  of  Novem- 
ber it  was  really  in  a  defencelefs  date,  without  a  fingle 
foldier.  Had  the  detachment  crofled,  the  gates  would, 
it  is  thought,  have  been  opened  by  the  difafrecled  and 
faint-hearted.  The  colonel  however  declared,  that  lie 
would  certainly  make  the  attack  when  he  had  crofled, 
in  cafe  they  were  not  difcovered  to  be  over.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  troops  were  employed  in  preparing 
fcaling  ladders.  Before  they  were  ready  with  thefe,  co- 
lonel Maclean,  the  deputy  governor,  arrived  at  Quebec  \z. 
from  Sorel,  with  about  170  men  of  his  new  railed  re- 
giment of  emigrants  ;  of  this  colonel  Arnold  had  advice 
the  next  day,  when,  in  the  evening  at  nine  o'clock,  he 
began  to  embark  his  forces  on  board  thirty-five  canoes, 
,  having  the  ladders  behind,  and  by  four  the  next  morn- 
ing got  over  and  landed  500  men  wholly  undifcovered.  14, 
rl  hey  landed  in  the  fmall  cove  where  the  brave  and  en- 

M  3  terprifing 
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j  775.  terprifing  general  Wolfe  did,  now  called  Wolfe's  Cove. 
The  Lizard's  barge  rowing  up  the  river,  the  colonel 
ordered  her  to  be  hailed,  and  fired  upon  for  refufmg  to 
cfcme  in  fhore ;    on  which  fhe  pufhed  off,  and  carried 
the  account  of  the  detachment's  having  croffed  over. 
But  before  this   difcovery,    the   men   paraded  on  the 
heights  of  Abraham.     From  thence  they  fent  out  a  re- 
connoitring party  toward  the  city,  marched  acrofs  the 
plain,    and  took  poffefficn  of  a  large  houfe   formerly 
owned  by  general  Murray,  and  other  adjacent  honfes, 
which  afforded  fine  accommodations  for  the  troops.  Guards 
were  placed  on  the  different  roads  to   cut  off  the  com- 
munication between  the  city  and  country.     The  main 
body,  about  noon,  marched  fairly  in  view  of  the  enemy, 
and  gave  them  three  huzzas,  which  were  returned  by  a 
few  mot  from  the  ramparts.     In  the  evening  the  colo- 
nel fent  a  flag  of  truce  with  a  demand  of  the  garrifon, 
in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  Colonies,  which 
was  fired  upon  as  it  approached  the  walls.     The  colonel 
was  certainly  overfeen ;  he  mould  have  taken  the  fcaling 
ladders  along  with  him  -,  have  concealed  his  being  over, 
and  attempted  a  coup  de  main  the  next  night,  which 
might  have  been  done  with  a  profpecl:  of  fuccefs,  as 
his  Canadian  friends,  Englifh  and  French,  were  in  the 
city  to  fecond  his  operations,  and  as  the  failors  were  then 
(battered  on  board  the  fhips,  fome  about  Quebec  and 
-N'0Vs  others  up  the  river.     A  company  of  men  were  fent  to 
*6.     take  poffeffion  of  the  general  hofpita].     The  Canadians 
were  continually  coming  in  to  exprefs  their  fatisfaftion 
at  the  continental   forces  having  entered  the  country. 
The  next  day  a  certain  account  was  received  of  the  cap- 
sg?     tyre  of  Montreal.     Early  in  the  morning  the  troops  de- 
camped 
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camped  and  marched  up  to  Point  an  Trembles,  about  1775. 
teven  leagues  from  Quebec,  through  a  thick  fettled 
country,  where  you  meet,  every  few  miles,  with  a  hand- 
fome  little  chapel  This  was  the  day  on  which  gover- 
nor Carleton  arrived  at  Quebec;  and  the  firft  thing  he 
did,  was  to  turn  out  the  fufpected,  and  all  who  would 
not  afiiit  in  the  defence  of  the  city.  By  exprefs  from  23. 
Montreal,  the  forces  were  informed  that  general  Mont- 
gomery was  upon  his  march,  and  had  fent  down  cloth- 
ing for  them.  The  general  finding  plenty  of  woollens 
at  Montreal,  at  a  reafonable  price,  gave  his  foldiers 
new  clothes,  after  their  having  fuffered  much  by  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  climate,  to  which  they  fubmitted  with  pa- 
tience and  refolution,  particularly  in  marching  from  St. 
John's  to  Montreal,  the  road  being  half  leg  deep  in 
mire.  He  was  alfo  mindful  of  colonel  Arnold's  de- 
tachment, which  had  fuffered  ftill  greater  handfhips. 
General  Montgomery  arrived  at  one  o'clock,  with  three  Dec. 
armed  fchooners,  men,  ammunition  and  provifion,  to 
the  great  joy  of  the  colonel's  forces,  who  toward  even- 
ing turned  out  and  marched  to  the  general's  quarters,  and 
were  diere  received  and  complimented  by  him  upon 
their  appearance.  The  next  day  the  batteaus  were  fent 
to  Point  Levi  for  the  fcaling  ladders.  The  general  ap- 
peared before  Quebec,  which  is  the  lad  we  have  heard  ^f 
of  his  movements. 

General  Howe  iffued  orders  for  taking  down  the  old    1a 
North  meeting  houfe,  a  large  wooden  building,  contain- 
ing a  great  deal  of  timber ;  and  a  hundred  old  wooden 
dwelling  houfes  and  other  buildings,  to  be  ufed  for  fuel. 
The  fcarcity  of  this  article,  now  that  the  ufual  fupplies 
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j  775,  from  the  country  are  cut  off,  will  reduce  the  inhabitants 

to  an  extreme  difficulty. 
^ec*       P.  S.  Admiral  Shuldham  is  iuft  arrived  from  Great 

Britain  in  the  Chatham  man  of  war  of  50  guns,  to  fu- 

periede  admiral  Greaves. 


LETTER       III. 

Roxfrury,  April  22 ,   iJ7&r 

YO  U  have  been  informed  of  the  meafures  which 
the  promoters  oi  independency  adopted  for  the  ri- 
pening of  that  event  j  in  the  advice  which  congrefs  were 
prevailed  upon  to  give  to  the  New  Hampihire,  the  South 
Carolina,  and  the  Virginia  conventions. 
1776.  rp]ie  New  Hamplliire  provincial  convention  proceed- 
5,  ed  in  their  defign,  and  voted  cc  that  this  congrefs  take 
up  civil  government  in  form  following— We  being  au- 
thorized in  particular  to  eftablim  fome  form  of  govern- 
ment, provided  that  meafure  be  recommended  by  the 
continental  congrefs,  and  a  recommendation  being  tranf- 
mitted — the  fudden  departure  of  his  excellency  John 
Wcntworth  and  feveral  of  the  council,  leaving  us  deili- 
tute  or  legiGation.,  and  no  executive  courts  being  open 
to  punifh  criminal  offenders — therefore  protefting  that 
we  never  meant  to  throw  off  our  dependence  upon  Great 
Britain,  and  that  we  (hall  rejoice  if  fuch  a  reconciliation, 
between  us  and  our  parent  irate,  can  be  effected,  as 
Shall  be  approved  by  the  continental  congrefs— do  re- 

2  fojvc, 
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folve,  that  the  congrefs  do  aiTume  the  name  and  power  *77& 
pf  ahoufe  of  reprefentatives  ;  that  they  proceed  to  choofe 
twelve  peribns,  to  be  a  diftincl:  branch  of  the  legiflature, 
bv  the  name  of  a  council  for  this  colony ;  and  that  no 
aft  (hall  be  valid  unlefs  pafled  by  both  branches."     But 
this  procedure  was   not  univerially  approved.     A  me- 
morial and  remonftrance  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabi-   IG- 
rants  of  Portfmouth  was  prefented  to  the  convention 
fitting  at  Exeter.     It  fets  forth,  that  "  the  memorialists 
are  greatly  alarmed,  by  the  information,  that  they  are 
about  to  dhTolve  their  exiftence  as  a  convention,  and  af- 
iume  that  of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  and  to  proceed 
to  the  election  of  twelve  counfellors,  who  are  to   a 61  as 
another  branch  of  legislation  for  the  future  government 
of  this  colony.'*     They  remonftrate  againft  the  proce- 
dure from  an  opinion  that  the  inhabitants  will  not  gene- 
rail'/  approve  it ;    and   wifh  therefore  that  the   minds 
of  the  people  may  be  fully  taken  on  fuch  a  momentous 
concernment,  for  that  it  is  their  inherent  right  to  know 
the  plan,    before  adopted  and  carried   into  execution. 
They  fay  alio,  <c  it  amounts  to   an  open  declaration  of 
independency,  which  we  can  by  no  means  countenance." 
A  diffent  and  proteft  was  brought  into  convention,  by   J2, 
feveral  of  the  reprefentatives  $    the  purport  of  it  was, 
fi  We  dilTent  and  proteit  againft  the  prefent  plan  of  tak- 
ing up  government  for  the  following  reafons — the  vote 
of  the  continental  congrefs,    countenancing   the  fame, 
was  obtained  by  the  unwearied  importunity  of  our  de- 
legates there,  as  appears  by  their  letter; — the  faid  vote 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  unanimous,  but  we  have 
reafon  to  think  very  otherwife ; — New  York  and  Vir- 
giqia  (which  are  in  fimila*  circumitances  with  us,  and 
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t--^  are  much  larger  and  more  opulent,  and  we  pre; 
much  wifer,  and  to  which  we  would  pay  all  due  defe, 
rence)  have  not  attempted  any  thing  of  the  kind,  nor 
as  we  can  learn  ever  defired  it ; — it  appears  aiTuming  for 
fo  fmall  a  colony  to  take  the  lead  in  a  matter  of  lb  great 
importance;—- our  conilituents  never  expected  us  to  make 
a  new  form  of  government,  but  only  to  let  the  judicial 
and  executive  wheels  in  motion  -y — It  appears  to  us,  too 
much  like  letting  up  an  independency  on  the  mother 
country."  The  convention  however  proceeded  in  their 
plan ;  but  when  it  was  executed,  and  the  body  had  af- 
fumed  the  form  of  two  houfes,  they  had  the  confiilency 

Jan.  to  receive  petitions  from  the  towns  of  Portfmouth,  Dover, 
Newington,  Rochefter,  Stratham,  North  Hampton, 
Rye,  New  Market,  Kenfington,  Greenland,  and  part 
of  Brentwood,  againil  taking  up  government  in  the  new 
eftablifhed  form.  Both  houfes  met  in  the  town- houfe, 
the  petitions  were  read,  confidered,  and  fully  argued  by 
the  council  for  the  petitioners.  It  was  voted,  that  the 
committee  write  to  the  continental  congrefs,  and  lay  the 
plan  of  government  taken  up  by  the  colony  before  thein, 
and  let  them  know  that  a  number  of  members  of  this 
houfe  diflented  from  and  proteiled  againft  the  fame,  be- 
cauie  of  its  being  fuppofed  to  breathe  too  much  of  the 
fpirit  of  independency  3  and  requeft  to  know  the  judg- 
ment of  the  congrefs  thereon.  Whatever  letter  the  con> 
mittee  might  write  was  probably  forwarded  under  cover 
to  one  of  their  own  delegates;  and  by  the  advice  of  cer- 
tain members  was  not  brought  before  congrefs  as  a 
body,  till  the  day  after  they  had  given  their  fanction  to 
the  plan,  by  admitting  upon  their  journals,  on  the  29th 
of  February  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  chofen  by 
e  houfe  of  representatives  on  January  the  23d. 

When 
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When  Mr.  S.  Adams  law  the  inftructions  given  by  I77^- 
the  capital  of  New  Hampfhire,  he  was  diiiadsiied,  and 
fearful  left,  if"  that  colony  took  a  wrong  Hep,  it  fhould 
wholly  defeat  the  defign,  he  owned,  he  hid   much  at 
heart.     He  had  been  alarmed  before  in  the  beginning 
of  the  month,  when  a  motion  was  ma'cje  in  congrefs  to 
this  purpofe. — cc  Whereas  we  have  been   charged  with 
aiming  at  independency,  a  committee  mall  be  appointed. 
to  explain    to  the  people  at  large   the  principles  and 
grounds  of  our  oppofition,  &c."     It  would  not  do  for 
Mr.  S.Adams  evidently  to  intereft  himfelfin  oppofing 
the  motion,  though  he  was  apprehenfive  that  they  mould 
get  themfelves  on  dangerous  ground ;    but  fome  other 
delegates  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  have  the   matter  poft> 
poned ;  and  yet  they  could  not  prevent  the  affigning  of 
a  day  to  confider  it.     Some  little  time  before,  he  had 
converfed  with  another  gentleman,  probably  a  Virginia 
delegate,  about  a  confederation ;  when  they  agreed  k 
mull  loon  be  brought  on,  and  that  if  all  the  colonies 
would  not  come  into  it,  it  had  better  be  done  by  thofc 
that  inclined  to  it.     Mr.  Adams  promifed,    he  would 
endeavour  to  unite  the  New  England  colonies  in  confe- 
deration, if  none  of  the  reft  would  join  in  it :  the  other 
approved  of  it,  and  laid,  that,  if  Mr.  S.  Adams  fuc- 
ceeded,  he  would  caft  in  his  lot  among  them.     Many 
of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  the  MaiTachufetts  have 
been  long  urging  their  delegates  at  congreis   to   bring 
forward  independency  :  the  more  fo,  from  a  perfuafion 
that,  rehftance  unto  blood  having  been  once  made  againft 
the  governmental  meafures,  the  Britifh  fpirit  will  never 
be  quieted,  with  any  thing  fhort  of  thofe  concefTions 
£nd  fatisfactions,    which  Americans   can  never  make. 

Gene- 
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1776.  General  Washington  has  no  wifli,  that  the  congrefs 
would  declare  the  colonies  independent :  but  many  other 
officers,  efpecially  among  the  New  Englanders,  are  de- 
firous  of  it  y  though  the  fituation  of  their  military  af- 
fairs could  of  late  afford  them  no  reafonable  encourage- 
ment. They  have  been  obliged  to  change  their  army 
by  a  new  inliftment  under  the  mouths  of  their  enemy's 
cannon  ;  and  while  employed  in  this  operation,  had  not 
for  fome  time,  men  enow  to  defend  their  lines,  had  the 
Britifh  troops  commenced  an  attack.  They  had  to 
guard  an  extent  of  better  than  a  dozen  miles,  with  few 
more  troops  than  what  were  in  Boilon.  Such  was  the 
want  of  mufkets,  that  in  order  to  fupply  the  new  inliftecj 
foldiers,  they  forcibly  detained  thofe  belonging  to  the 
privates  whofe  time  was  out,  and  who  refufed  to  ferve 
longer  -,  but  not  without  paying  for  them. 

Gen.  Greene  wrote  from-— Profpedt-hill,  January  4, 
1776.  "  Had  the  enemy  been  fully  acquainted  with 
our  fituation,  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  what  might  have 
been  the  confequences.  I  this  day  manned  the  lines 
upon  this  hill,  and  feel  a  degree  of  pleafure  that  I  have 
not  felt  for  feveral  days.  Our  fituation  has  been  critical. 
We  have  no  part  of  the  militia  on  this  hill ;  and  the 
night  after  the  old  troops  went  off,  I  could  not  have 
muttered  feven  hundred  men,  notwithftanding  the  re- 
turns of  the  new  inliited  troops  amounted  to  nineteen 
hundred  and  upward.  I  am  now  ftrong  enough  to  de- 
fend myfelf  tigainir.  all  the  force  in  Boilon."  Gen.  Waih- 
ingtoii  thus  expreiTed  himfelf  on  the  firit  of  the  month ; 
l<  It  is  not  perhaps  in  the  power  of  hiitory  to  furnifh  a 
cafe  like  ours — to  maintain  a  poft  within  mufket.  fliot  of 
♦he  enemy  for  fix  months  together  without  — —  (poivd&x 
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he  avoided  inferting  the  word,  left  the  letter  fhould  mif-  177^ 
carry;)  and  at  the  fame  time  to  difband  one  army  and 
recruit  another,    within   that   diftance   of    twenty   odd 
Britifh  regiments,  is  more  than  probably  was  ever  at- 
tempted. " 

The  conduct  of  the  New  Yorkers  not  anfwering  the 
defires  of  capt.  Sears,  he  had  for  fome  time  taken  up  his 
abode  in  Connecticut.  Being  apprehenfive,  that  gen. 
Clinton,  who  was  preparing  to  go  upon  fome  expedition 
with  a  body  of  troops,  might  poflibly  be  deftined  for 
N'ew  York,  and  confidering  of  what  importance  it  was 
that  the  city  mould  not  be  poffeiTed  by  him,  he  came  to 
gen.  Wafhington,  and  urged  the  necefGty  of  its  being 
iecured  by  American  forces.  But  the  general  could  fpare 
no  troops,  every  man  of  them  being  wanted  in  the  en- 
virons of  Bofton.  Sears  propofed  that  Wafhington 
fhould  write  to  gov.  Trumbull,  prefhng  him  to  raife  two 
regiments  for  the  fervice.  His  application  was  ftrength- 
ened  by  a  letter  of  gen,  Lee's,  who  wrote  to  the  com-  jan> 
mander  in  chief,  cc  New  York  mull  be  fecured,  but  it  5* 
will  never,  I  am  afraid,  be  fecured  by  direct  order  of 
congrefs  for  obvious  reafons.  I  prcpofe,  that  you  mould 
detach  me  into  Connecticut,  and  lend  your  name  for 
collecting  a  body  of  volunteers.  I  am  allured,  that  I 
fhall  find  no  difficulty  in  afTembling  a  fufncient  number 
tor  the  purpofe  wanted.  This  meafure  I  think  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary  to  our  falvation ;  and,  if  it  meets  with 
your  approbation,  the  fooner  it  is  entered  upon  the  bet- 
ter—indeed the  delay  of  a  fingle  day  may  be  fatal.,, 
Mr.  John  Adams  being  at  Watertown  with  the  general 
court,  gen.  Wafhington  defired  his  opinion  on  Lee's 

plan. 
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I?/6*  plan.     Mr.  Tohn  Adams,  in  a  letter  of  the  next  dav 

Jan.     r  ^  m  wia;» 

6.  /bowed  that  the  plan  was  practicable,'  expedient,  and  lay 
properly  within  his  excellency's  authority,  without  further 
directions  from  congrefs.  He  took  notice  that  a  body 
of  people  on  Long  I  (land  were  intrenching  themfelves, 
profeffedly  to  oppofe  the  American  fyftem ;  that  there 
was  a  body  of  tories  in  the  city  of  New  York  waiting 
only  for  a  force  to  protect  them ;  and  that  the  Jerfey 
troops  had  been  already  ordered  to  that  city.  The 
meafures  to  be  taken  being  fettled,  the  difpatches  were 

g,  got  ready,  and  capt.  Sears  fet  off  with  them,  for  Con* 
necticut.  Gov.  Trumbull  was  much  pleafed,  got  the 
committee  of  fafety  together,  haftened  the  bufmefs,  and 
col.  Waterbury  and  col.  Ward's  regiments  were  raifed 
and  ready  to  march,  by  the  time  gen.  Lee  got  to  Stam* 
ford,  within  fifty  miles  of  New  York,  and  near  upon 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Cambridge.     Lee  fet 

JU     off  on  the  nth;  and  when  at  New  Haven,  one  hun- 

16.  dred  and  fixty  miles  diftant,  wrote  on  the  16th  to  Wafli- 
ington,  <c  I  mall  fend  immediately  an  exprefs  to  con* 
grefs,  informing  them  of  my  fituation,  and  at  the  fame 
time  conjuring  them  not  to  fuffer  the  accurfed  provincial 
congrefs  of  New  York  to  defeat  meafures  fo  abfolutely 
necellary  to  our  fklvation."  Many  of  the  New  York 
provincial  congrefs  (if  not  the  majority)  were  adjudged 
real  tories,  fome  fo  deemed  might  be  only  timid  whigs. 

*2.  By  the  2id,  gen.  Lee  had  collected  at  Stamford,  1200 
Connecticut  troops.  The  New  York  committee  of  fafety 
were  very  averfe  to  his  marching  them  into  the  city,  and 
wrote  to  him  upon  the  occaiion.  He  anfwered  with 
much  prudence,  judgment,   and  refolution :  and  fent  to 

the 
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the  continental  congrefs  for  advice.  They  directed  him  J776* 
to  repair  to  the  city,  and  appointed  three  of  their  mem- 
bers to  meet  him  there,  and  adviie  with  him  on  the 
meafures  proper  to  be  purfued.  He  was  detained  at 
Stamford  with  the  gout.  The  members  from  congrefs, 
and  col.  Waterbury  being  at  New  York,  gen.  Tee  di- 
rected capt.  Sears  to  take  Waterbury's  regiment,  and 
inarch  it  immediately  for  the  city.  At  King's- bridge 
he  was  met  by  a  number  of  the  citizens,  who  entreated 
him  to  halt,  for  that  the  enemy  had  declared,  that  if  any 
troops  came  in,  they  would  burn  the  city.  Sears  pleaded 
his  orders,  and  marched  on.  When  nearer  the  city  he 
was  applied  to  afreih,  and  ftrongly  urged  to  remain  at 
a  diftance  from  it :  he  obferved,  that  neither  the  mem- 
oers  of  congrefs,  nor  col.  Waterbury,  had  fent  him  any 
orders ;  he  therefore  continued  his  march  into  the  city. 
The  citizens  were  in  die  u  tin  oft  confuiion,  expecting  the 
enemy  would  execute  their  threats,  but  they  refrained. 
Gen.  Lee  came  on  when  able ;  and  arrived  at  New  York  Feb, 
in  lefs  than  two  hours  after  gen.  Clinton  arrived  at  the 
Hook,  in  the  Mercury,  together  with  a  tranfport  brig. 
Their  arrival  threw  the  city  into  fuch  a  convulfion  as  it 
never  knew  before.  Though  it  was  the  fabbath,  the., 
inhabitants  were  engaged  in  moving  away  their  effects 
the  whole  day,  and  continued  it  all  night.  Gen.  Clinton 
failed  from  Bofton  on  the  19th,  with  a  number  of  gre- 
nadiers and  light  infantry,  as  fuppofed  for  Virginia.  He 
touched  at  the  Hook,  probably  to  confult  gov.  Tryon, 
and  fee  whether  any  thing  effectual  could  be  done  to 
ftrengthen  the  Britifh  intereft  in  New  York.  After  a 
ftiort  tarriance,  he  proceeded  to  the  fouthward.  Gen. 
Lee,  upon  his  arrival,  gave  out,  <c  If  the  men  of  war 

fet 


176  THE      HISTORY     OF     THE 

*776«fet  one  houfe  on  fire  in  confequence  of  my  coming,  I 
will  chain  a  hundred  of  their  friends  together  by  the 
neck,  and  make  the  houfe  their  funeral  pile."  He  would 
in  all  likelihood,  have  retaliated  in  fome  formidable 
manner.  While  Clinton  remained  at  the  Hook,  various 
works  were  erected  for  the  defence  of  the  city.  Nine 
days  before  his  arrival,  on  the  16th  of  January,  and  a 
week  after  his  failing,  care  was  taken  to  fend  over  to 
Long  I  (land  kvm  hundred  of  the  Jerfey  militia,  and 
three  hundred  of  the  Jerfey  regulars,  to  difarm  thofe  per- 
fons  in  Queen's  county  who  oppofed  American  liberty, 
and  to  iecure  their  leaders,  which  was  accomplifhed. 

The  congrefs,  receiving  information  of  the  difaffec- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tryon  county,  reiblved 
upon  difarming  them,  and  providing  for  the  future  tran- 
quillity of  thofe  parts.  They  committed  the  bufinefsto 
gen.  Schuyler.  The  general  having  no  troops  at  Albany 
to  carry  into  execution  their  refolutions,  was  under  the 
necefiity  of  communicating  his  bufinefs  to  the  fub-com- 
mittee  of  the  county,  after  having  administered  an  oath 
of  fecrecy.  They  contrived  to  call  upon  700  militia: 
but  fo  great  was  the  zeal  of  the  people,  and  they  followed 
in  fuch  numbers  (although  the  weather  was  cold  in  the 
extreme)  that  by  the  time  he  reached  Caghnawaga,  he 
had  near  3000  men,  including  900  of  the  Tryon  county 

^"*  militia.  On  Tuefday  the  1 6th,  the  general  marched  to 
Sheneclady;  and  in  the  evening,  a  deputation  from  the 
Mohawk  Indians  delivered  him  a  fpeech  in  a  haughty 
tone,  evidently  calculated  to  prevent  his  proceeding  to 
Sir  John  Johnfon's,  who  was  thought,  or  known  to  be 
making  military  preparations.  Schuyler  in  his  anlwer 
told  them,  that  he  had  full  proof,  that  many  people  in 

1  ohnltov 
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Johnftown,    and  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  had  for  a  i776; 
confiderable  time  paft  made  preparations  to  carry  into 
execution  the  wicked  defign  of  the  king's  evil  counfel- 
lors,  and  added,  fC  We  have  no  objection,  nay,  wewifh 
that  you  and  your  warriors  mould  be  prefent  to  hear 
what  we  (hall  propofe  to  Sir  John,  and  the  people  in  and 
about  Johnftown,  who  are  our  enemies.     But  we  beg  of 
vou  to  tell  your  warriors,    that  although  we  have  no 
quarrel  with  them,  yet  if  we  fhould  be  under  the  dis- 
agreeable neceflity  of  fighting  with  our  enemies,  and 
your  warriors  fnould  join  them  and  fight  againft  us,  that 
we  will  repel  force  by  force/'     They  replied  and  faid, 
"  Brother  Schuyler,   the   great   man,    attend.     Every 
thing  that  has  been  faid  to  us,  brother,  has  been  per- 
fectly agreeable  to  us,  &c."     A  letter  was  fent  to  Sir 
John  Johnfon,   requefting  a  meeting  with  him  the  next 
day,  and  alluring  him,  that  he  and  fuch  perfons  whom 
he  might  choofe  to  attend  him,  mould  pafs  fafe  and  un- 
molefted  to  the  place  where  he  might  meet  him,  and 
from  thence  back  to  the  place  of  his  abode.     Sir  John 
accordingly  met  gen.  Schuyler  about  fixteen  miles  be- 
yond Sheneclady,  accompanied  by  fome  of  the  leading 
Scotchmen,  and  two  or  three  others,  when  propofals  were 
made  to  him  :  he  begged  time  to  anfwer  until  the  next 
evening,  to  which  Schuyler  confented.     On  Thurfday  lg 
:he  general  approached  within  four  miles  of  Johnftown. 
Sir  John  fent  out  anfwers  to  the  propofals  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  which  not  being  fatisfaclory,  the  general  de- 
ermined  to  march  his  troops  to  Johnfon-hall  without  de- 
I  a)T  s  but  gave  Sir  John  till  twelve  at  night,  to  reconfider 
ji  he  matter,  after  which  he  would  receive  no  propofals. 
.  ^  twelve  an  answer  came  from  Sir  John,  in  behalf  of 
'    VoL'"-  N  himfelf, 
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J776*  himfelf,  the  inhabitants  of  Kingfborough,  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood  adjacent.     It  was    agreed   to  deliver  up  all 
cannon,  arms,  and  military  (lores  whatfoever,  that  to  his 
knowledge  were  in  the  county,  a  few  favorite  family 
arms  excepted  : — that  Sir  John,  having  given  his  parole 
of  honor  not  to  take  up  arms   againft  America,  fhall 
confine  himfelf  to  certain  limits : — that  the  Scotch  inhabi- 
tants mail  furrender  their  arms,  and  the  general  may  take 
any  fix  prifoners  from  among  them  as  he  choofes,  without 
rehftance,  to  be  treated  however  with  humanity,  and  with 
all  due  deference  to  rank : — that  the  inhabitants  fhall  give 
np  their  arms,  and  enter  into  like  engagements  with  the 
Scotch  inhabitants : — and  that  all  the  men  referred  to 
in  the  above  articles  fhall  be  paraded   at  Johnitown  or. 
Saturday  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  ground  their  arms  in 
the  prefence  of  fuch  troops  as  the  general  may  appoint, 
Thefe  terms  were  agreed  to,  and  on  the  next  day  general 
Jan.   Schuyler  marched  to  Johnftown.     On  Saturday  he  drew 
20'     np  his  men  in  the  fcreet ;   and  the  Highlanders,  between 
two  and  three  hundred,  marched  to  the  fronts  where  they 
o-rounded  their  arms.  Thefe  fecured,  the  general  difmifled 
them  with  an  exhortation,  pointing  out  the  only  con- 
duct which  could  infure  them  protection.     In  the  even- 
ing he  returned  to  Cagnuage,    leaving  col.  Herkimer 
and  the  committee  of  Tryon  county  to  receive  the  arms 
of  the  remainder,  and  to  fix  on  fix  of  the  principal  lead- 
ers to  lend  to  him.     He  expected  that  the  whole  dil- 
armed,  or  to  be  diiarmed,  would  amount  to  above  fa 
hundred.      Gen.   Schuyler's    conduct   was    highly  ap- 
proved by  congrefs  ;  and   thofe  who  accompanied  him 
in  the  expedition  were  praifed  for  their  patriotic  fcr- 

Wees. 
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The  following  detached  articles  of  intelligence  muft  I77& 
not  be  omitted.  In  the  firft  week  of  January,  gov. 
Franklin's  difpatches  for  the  miniftry  were  feized  by 
lord  Stirling's  troops  and  fent  to  Congrefs*  About  the 
middle  of  the  month,  the  Jerfey  men  defcried  a  trans- 
port at  fea.  They  procured  feveral  boats,  and  failed 
in  queft  of  her  with  four  days  provifion.  Lord  Stirling 
commanded.  Upon  their  coming  up  and  along  fide 
of  her,  fhe  was  taken  without  any  refiftance,  for  the 
iailors  fwore  they  would  not  fight  for  common  wages,. 
The  Americans  are  making  falt-petre  all  over  the  con- 
tinent, from  New  Hampfhire  to  Virginia  inclufively. 

Let  us  return  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton. 

Major  Knowlton  was  difpatched  with  a  hundred  men  Si 
to  make  an  incurfion  into  Charleflown,  and  burn  a 
number  of  houfes,  that  they  might  be  no  longer  of  Ser- 
vice to  the  enemy.  He  croffed  the  mill-dam  upon  the 
ice,  betv/een  Cobble-hill  and  Bunker's-hill ;  and  imme- 
diately proceeded  down  the  flreet  on  the  wefterly  fide 
of  the  laft  hill,  and  deftroyed  about  ten  houfes,  and 
brought  off  a  few  muikets.  He  performed  the  whole 
in  lefs  than  an  hour,  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man 
killed  or  wounded,  though  the  Britifh  garrifon  kept  up 
a  confiderable  fire  of  mufketry  from  Bunker's-hill.  This 
expedition  confounded  the  amufement  carrying  on  at 
(Bofton,  at  the  fame  inftant. 

The  Britifh  foldiers  were  much  afflicted  with  ficknefs 
and  the  fcurvy,  occafioned  by  the  want  of  vegetables 
and  frefh  provifions,  notwithftanding  the  powerful  exer- 

« 

tions  made  at  home  to  throw  in  fupplies.  Many  of  the 
vefTeis,  which  were  loaded  in  England  with  live  flock,. 
vegetables  and  porter,   had  been  either  taken  on  the 

N  2  coaft 
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*776»  coaft  of  America,  or  blown  off  to  the  Weil  Indies,  by 
the  fevere  north- weft  winds,  which  ufually  prevail  during 
the  winter  months.  Out  of  forty  fail  of  tranfports  only 
eight  had  arrived.  None  of  thefe  things  however  hin- 
dered the  officers  from  amufing  themfelves,  all  they 
could,  in  the  prefent  fituation.  They  had  their  balls 
and  theatre,  that  lb  they  might  forget  themfelves,  while 
feemingly  forgotten  by  their  native  country.  It  fo  happen- 
ed that  they  had  fin ifhed  attending  the  iujy  Body,  and  the 
fceneswere  changed,  that  the  farce  of  the  Blockade  of  Bofton, 
laid  to  be  written  by  gen.  Burgoyne,  might  be  perform- 
ed. The  figure  defigned  for  gen.  Wafhington  had  juft 
made  his  appearance  (as  we  are  told)  upon  the  ftage, 
with  a  large  wig  and  long  nifty  Iword,  together  with  his 
orderly  fergeant,  who  had  on  his  fhoulder  a  rufty  gun 
kvtn  feet  long ;  now  it  was,  that  one  of  the  regular  fer- 
geants  came  running  on  the  ftage,  threw  down  his  bay- 
onet, and  called  out  luftily,  «  the  Yankees  are  attack- 
ing BunkerVhill."  They,  who  were  unacquainted  with 
the  farce,  thought  that  this  was  a  part  of  it,  but  when 
gen.  Howe  cried  out,  officers  to  your  alarm  pofts,  inftead 
of  mirth  and  laughing,  there  was  Ihrieking,  crying) 
fainting,  <kc. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  been  fupplied  with 
frefh  provifions  once  in  a  while  from  Nova  Scotia. 
Within  two  days  of  the  above  affair,  a  floop  arrived  with 
beef,  poultry  and  hay  :  the  hay  fold  for  a  guinea  a  hun- 
dred weight,  the  beef  for  one  and  fixpence  the  pound, 
geefe  nine  Shillings  a  piece,  and  other  articles  propor- 
tionably,  in  fterling  money. 

There  was  fuch  a  continued  backwardnefs  in  the 
Americans  to  Icrve  in  the  army,  that  gen.  Walhington 

was 
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was  more  and  more  convinced,  that  it  could  never  be  1776. 
railed  to  the  new  eftablifhment  by  voluntary  inliftments. 
Such  was  its  prefent  inequality  to  capital  operations,  that  Jan. 
it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  in  a  council  of  war,  to  re- 
queft  thirteen  regiments  of  militia  to  be  at  Cambridge 
by  the  firft  of  February,  and  to  remain  if  wanted  to  the 
laft  of  March,    that  fo   a  vigorous  attempt  might  be 
made  on  the  army  in  Bofton,  if  practicable.     The  news 
of  the  unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  Quebec,  and  general 
Montgomery's  death  was  publicly  known  not  only  in  24. 
the  American  quarters,  but  at  Bofton.     Let  me  give 
you  an  account  of  the  fiege  down  to  the  lateft  intelli- 
gence from  thence. 

The  garrifon  of  Quebec,  when  gen.  Montgomery 
appeared  before  it,  confided  of  col.  Maclean's  men, 
a  hundred  and  feventy ;  a  company  of  the  feventh  regi- 
ment, fixty  ;  marines,  forty ;  militia,  about  eight  hun- 
dred ;  and  feamen,  belonging  to  the  king's  frigates  and 
to  the  merchant  fhips  which  wintered  in  the  harbour, 
four  hundred  and  fifty,  in  all  fifteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty. The  general  was  at  the  head  of  upward  of  eight 
hundred  men  *  only  ;  lb  fmall  was  the  force  he  brought 
with  him,  after  leaving  a  corps  at  Montreal;  and  fo 
much  was  Arnold's  detachment  reduced,  by  the  return 
of  col.  Enos's  divifion  and  other  unfavorable  circum- 
ftances.  Thus  you  fee  the  befiegers  were  little  more  than 
half  the  garrifon.  Upon  his  appearing  before  the  city 
he  fent  forward  a  flag  of  truce  which  was  fired  upon  by 
order  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton;  at  this  gen.  Montgomery  1 775T- 

Dec 

was  fo  provoked,  that  the  next  day  lie  wrote  to  Sir    ^ 
Guy  a  letter,  in  which  he  departed  from  the  common 
*  General  Montgomery's  letter  of  December  1 8# 

N  3  mode 
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j  775.  mode  of  conveying  his  fentiments  $  and  made  ufe  of 
threats  and  language  that  he  would  otherwife  have  pro- 
bably declined.  Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the 
feafon  he  fet  about  erecting  works.  His  batteries  were 
compofed  of  fnow  and  water,  which  foon  became  fo. 
lid  ice.  He  planted  on  them  five  pieces  of  ordnance, 
twelve  and  nine  pounders,  with  one  howitzer :  but  the 
artillery  was  inadequate,  and  made  no  imprefiion  ;  it  was 
therefore  foon  in  contemplation  to  ftorm  the  city.    A 

peC.  council  was  held  by  all  the  commanding  officers  of  col, 

l6#  Arnold's  detachment  in  the  evening  -3  and  a  large  ma- 
jority was  for  florming  the  garrifon,  as  foon  as  the  men 
were  provided  with  bayonets,  fpears,  hatchets,  and  hand 
grenades.  In  a  few  days  feveral  of  the  men  were  ill  of 
the  fmail-pox  3  thofe  who  were  well  and  fit  for  fervice 
were  ordered  to  wear  hemlock  fprigs  in  their  hats,  to 
clifiinguifh  them   in  the  attack  upon  the  works.    Col. 

£5.  Arnold's  detachment  paraded  in  the  evening,  at  cap, 
Morgan's  quarters,  when  gen.  Montgomery  attended, 
and  addrefled  them  on  the  fubjecl  of  an  afTault  on  Que- 
bec, in  a  fenfible  fpirited  manner.  The  fcheme  of  florm- 
ing was  wholly  the  general's,  who,  in  the  council  of  war 
on  the  occafion,  mowed  the  neceility,  practicability,  and 
importance  of  it,  in  fuch  a  clear  and  convincing  man- 
ner, that  they  were  all  agreed  and  full  in  the  meafure. 
But  he  was  forced  into  the  fcheme  from  this  circum- 
ftance,  that  a  part  of  his  fmall  army  had  to  ferve  no 
longer  than  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  three  companic 
of  Arnold's  detachment  were  grown  uneafy,  and  were 
determined  to  return  home.  His  army  did  not  nov; 
exceed  eight  hundred  fick  and  well ;  only  feven  hundred 

and 
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and  thirty  were  fit  for  duty  *.  The  attempt  1iad  the  1775, 
appearance  of  rafhnefs ;  but  the  general  was  perfuaded 
that  men,  who  had  behaved  fo  well,  would  follow  him, 
and  that  many  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  forces  would  not 
fiorht,  when  actual  fervice  commenced.  The  general 
in  his  difpatches  wrote,  "  I  have  fo  early  reported  to  26. 
you  my  determination  to  return  home,  I  take  it  for 
granted  meafures  are  taken  to  fupply  my  place.  Should 
not  any  body  arrive,  I  muff,  conclude  congrefs  mean 
to  leave  the  management  of  affairs  in  gen.  Woofter's 
hands,  (Woofler  was  at  Montreal.)  If  this  bnfinefs 
Ihould  terminate  in  a  blockade,  I  fhall  think  myfelf  at 
liberty  to  return.     However  if  poflible,  I  fhall  firftmake 


an 


effort  tor  the  reduction  of  the  town.  I  had  reafon 
to  believe,  when  I  wrote  laft,  the  troops  well  inclined 
for  a  coup  de  main.  I  have  fince  difcovered,  that  three 
companies  of  col.  Arnold's  detachment  are  averfe.  They 
are  within  a  few  days  of  being  free  from  their  engage- 
ments: I  muft  try  every  meafure  to  prevent  their  de- 
parture." The  next  day  at  evening  the  troops  affembled  27, 
by  his  order,  with  defign  to  make  an  attack,  and  were 
about  to  march,  when  a  frefh  order  came  for  their  re- 
turning to  quarters — the  weather  being  thought  not  pro- 
per. Several  men  deferting  to  the  enemy,  the  general 
was  induced  to  alter  his  plan,  fo  that  no  part  of  it  tranf- 
pired  to  the  befieged.  The  weather  being  ftormy,  and  3^ 
the  ladders  being  ready,  the  troops  were  ordered  to  pa- 
rade at  two  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

The  troops  affemble  at  the  time   appointed — they   -1, 
that  are  to  make  the  attack  by  the  way  of  Cape  Dia- 
mond, at  the  general's  quarters  on  the  heights  of  Abra* 

*  Dr.  Linn's  letter  to  me. 

N  4  ham. 
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1775,  ham,  and  are  headed  by  die  general — diey  that  arc  to 
make  the  attack  through  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Roe,  at  the 
guard-houfe  in  St.  Roe,  and  are  headed  by  col.  Arnold. 
The  divifion  under  Montgomery  coniiits  of  the  ift,  2d, 
3d  and  4th  battalions  of  the  New  York  troops,   and 
part  of  col.  Eafton's  regiment ;  but  of  about  two  hun- 
dred men  only.     The  divifion  under  Arnold  is  made  up 
out  of  the  two  battalions  detached  from  Cambridge,  and 
amount  to  about  three  hundred.     Col.  Livingfton,  with 
a  regiment  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  Canadians,   and 
major  Brown  with  part  of  a  regiment  of  MarTachuietts 
troops,  are  to  make  a  falfe  attack  upon  the  walls  to  the 
fouthward  of  St.  John's  gate,  and  in  the  mean  time  to 
fet  fire  to  the  gate  with  the  combuftibles  prepared  for 
that  purpofe.     The  colonel  is  alfo  to  give  the  fignals 
for  the  combination  of  attack,  which  is  to  begin  exactly 
at  five  o'clock.     [It  is  laid,  that  capt.  Frazer  of  the 
emigrants,  then  on  picket,  going  his  rounds,  faw  the 
rockets  fired  off  as  fignals,  and  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  fervice,  forming  a  conjecture  of  what  would  hap- 
pen, beat  to  arms  without  orders,  and  fo  prepared  the 
garrifon  for  defence.]     The  different  routes  the  alTailing 
bodies  have  to  make,  the  depth  of  the  fnow,  and  other 
obflacles,  prevent  the  execution  of  Livingfton's  com- 
mand.    The  general  moves  with  his  divifion,  attended 
by  a  number  of  carpenters,  to  the  pickets  at  Cape  Dia- 
mond.    Thefe  are  foon  cut  with  the  faws,  and  the  ge- 
neral pulls  them  down  with  his  own  hands.     He  enters 
with  his  aid  de  camp  Mr.  M'Pherfon,  Mr.  Antill  the 
engineer,    capt.   Cheeieman,    a  :d  the  carpenters.     As 
they  are  entering, their  guides  forfake  them;  which  alarms 
the  general  and  other  officers,  who  are  unacquainted 

with 
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with  the  pafs  and  fituation  of  the  enemv's  artillery.  I775- 
They  however  prefs  on.  The  general  obierving  that 
the  troops  do  not  follow  with  fpirit,  calls  out  "  Fie ! 
for  fliame  !  fhall  the  New  York  troops  defert  the  caufe 
in  the  critical  moment?  Will  you  not  follow  when  your 
general  leads  ?  Pufh  on  brave  boys,  Quebec  is  ours." 
A  few  act  with  reiblution,  advance,  and  attack  the  guard 
houfe,  when  the  enemy  give  a  difcharge  of  prape  fhot 
from  their  cannon,  and  of  fmall  arms ;  which  occafions 
the  fall  of  die  general,  his  aid  de  camp,  capt.  Cheefe- 
man  and  others.  The  firing  from  the  guard  houfe  ceafes, 
by  the  enemy's  quitting  their  pod,  and  the  opportunity 
offers  for  the  affailants  to  pufh  forv/ard  with  fuccefs. 
But  the  deputy  quarter  mailer  general,  Campbell,  with 
the  rank  of  a  colonel,  affumes  the  command ;  and  not 
being  equal  to  the  fpecial  fervice  of  the  moment,  un- 
happily orders  a  retreat,  which  takes  place,  and  the 
wounded  are  carried  off  to  the  camp. 

Come  we  now  to  col.  Arnold's  divifion,  which  is  or- 
dered to  proceed  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  a  lieu- 
tenant and  thirty  men  are  to  march  in  front  as  an  ad- 
vanced guard  ;  then  the  artillery  company  with  a  field 
piece  mounted  on  a  fled  -,  after  that  the  main  body,  of 
which  capt.  Morgan's  company  is  firfl.  The  advanced 
party  is  to  open,  when  near  the  battery  raifed  upon  a 
wharf,  which  the  affailants  are  obliged  to  attack  in  their 
way ;  and  when  the  field  piece  has  given  them  a  fhot 
or  two,  the  advanced  party  are  to  rufh  forward  with 
the  ladders,  and  force  the  battery,  while  capt.  Morgan's 
company  are  to  march  round  the  wharf,  if  poflible,  on 
the  ice.  But  the  fnow  being  deep,  the  piece  of  artil- 
lery is  brought  on  very  flowly,  and  is  finally  obliged  to 

be 
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1775.  be  left  behind.  The  main  body  alio  are  led  wrong. 
There  is  no  road,  the  way  is  dark  and  intricate,  amon* 
ftores,  houies,  boats  and  wharfs ;  and  they  are  harafied 
at  the  fame  time  with  a  conftant  fire  of  the  enemy  from 
the  walls,  which  kills  and  wounds  numbers,  without 
their  being  able  in  the  lead  to  annoy  them.  The  field 
piece  not  coming  up,  the  advanced  party  with  capt. 
Morgan's  company  attack  the  battery,  fome  firing 
into  the  port-holes,  or  kind  of  embrafures,  while  others 
fcale  the  battery  with  ladders,  and  immediately  take 
polTefllon  of  it  and  of  the  guard  confirming  of  thirty  men. 
This  attack  is  executed  with  iuch  difpatch,  that  the 
enemy  difcharge  only  one  of  their  cannon.  One  or  two 
men  are  loft  on  each  fide.  Colonel  Arnold  receives  a 
wound  in  one  of  his  legs  with  a  mufket  ball,  and  is 
carried  to  the  general  hofpital.  When  the  prifoners  are 
taken  care  of,  and  a  few  men  come  up  (which  is  in 
about  half  an  hour)  the  men  attempt  the  next  barrier, 
but  cannot  force  it,  as  the  main  body  is  fome  time  be- 
fore it  can  arrive,  occafioned  by  the  before-mentioned 
Gbflacles.  The  enemy  moreover,  having  the  opportu- 
nity, from  the  retreat  of  Montgomery's  divifion  after 
his  fall,  turn  their  whole  force  and  attention  upon  this, 
ib  that  before  it  can  attempt  the  fecond  barrier,  the  at 
failed  get  fuch  a  number  of  men  behind  the  barrier  and 
in  the  houfes,  that  the  alTailants  are  furrounded  with  a 
fire  from  treble  their  number,  and  find  it  impofTible  to 
force  it,  the  former  being  under  cover,  while  the  latter 
are  quite  expofed  :  here  they  lofe  fome  brave  officers 
and  men.  What  adds  to  their  embarraflment,  they 
fail  of  being  aided  by  a  company  of  their  comrades, 

who  were  quartered  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  St. 

Charles^ 
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Charles,  and  not  having  notice  in  feafon,  in  endeavour-  J775- 
ing  to  join  the  main  body,  are  furprifed  and  moftly 
taken  prifoners,  by  a  party,  who  make  a  ibrtie  through 
palace  gate.  They  who  are  near  the  fecond  barrier,  at 
length  take  poiTefiion  of  ibme  houfes,  and  from  them 
keep  up  a  conftant  fire  for  fome  time  -,  but  as  the  party, 
which  fallied  out  of  palace  gate,  comes  upon  the  rear 
of  the  affaiiants,  and  the  number  of  thefe  is  greatly  lef- 
fened  by  killed  and  wounded,  it  is  thought  bed  to  re- 
treat to  the  firft  battery.  This  they  do  with  the  greateft 
part  of  their  men,  where  upon  a  confutation  of  officers 
prefent,  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion,  that  a  further  re- 
treat is  impracticable.  They  maintain  their  ground  till 
ten  o'clock,  and  all  hope  of  relief  being  over,  are  at  laft 
obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war,  with  great  re- 
luctance. 

By  the  beft  account  that  can  be  obtained  at  prefent, 
they  haye  loft  in  killed  and  wounded  about  a  hundred — 
one  captain  and  two  lieutenants  killed— col.  Arnold, 
two  captains,  two  lieutenants,  and  a  brigade  major, 
wounded.  The  lofs  of  the  general's  divifion  is,  the  ge- 
neral, his  aid,  capt.  Cheefeman,  and  half  a  fcore  pri- 
vates killed,  befide  the  wounded.  The  general  was 
ihot  through  both  his  thighs  and  his  head.  His  body 
was  taken  up  the  next  day :  an  elegant  coffin  was  pre- 
pared, and  he  was  decently  interred  the  Thurfday  after. 
We  are  told,  that  when  his  body  was  taken  up  his  fea- 
tures were  not  in  the  leaft  diftorted ;  but  his  countenance 
appeared  regular,  lerene  and  placid — like  the  foul  that 
had  lately  animated  it.  The  general  was  tall  and  (len- 
der, well  limbed,  of  eafy,  graceful  and  manly  addrefs. 
He  had  the  voluntary  love,  efteem  and  confidence  of 
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J776'  the  whole  army.  He  was  of  a  good  family  in  Ireland, 
and  ferved  with  reputation  in  the  late  war  with  France, 
His  excellent  qualities  and  difpofition  procured  him  an 
uncommon  fhare  of  private  affection— his  abilities  of 
public  efteem.  His  death  is  confidered  as  a  greater 
lofs  to  the  Amerian  caufe,  than  all  the  others  with  which 
it  was  accompanied. 

When  the  continental  troops  had  collected  after  the 
unfuccefsful  attack  on  Quebec,  there  was  a  diipute  who 
fhould  command,  and  whether  it  was  advifable  to  raife 
the  fiege,  or  tarry  until  a  reinforcement  ihould  arrive. 
A  council  of  war  agreed,  that  col.  Arnold  fhould  com- 
mand, and  fhould  continue  the  fiege,  or  rather  the 
blockade,  which  was  accordingly  done,  apparently  at 
no  fmall  rifk,  as  they  had  not  many  more  than  four 
hundred  men  fit  for  duty.  But  they  retired  about  three 
miles  from  the  city,  and  potted  themfelves  advantage- 
oufly  *.  After  mentioning,  that  the  prifoners  made  in 
the  attempt  to  furprife  Montreal  have  been  fent  to  Great 
Britain,  and  col.  Allen  in  irons,  let  us  return  to  Bofton 
and  its  environs. 

Feb.  About  four  in  the  morning,  a  party  from  the  cattle 
under  col.  Leflie  joined  another,  amounting  to  about 
five  hundred,  fent  over  the  ice  to  Dorchefler  Neck  by 
gen.  Howe.  They  burnt  about  half  a  dozen  houfesi 
but  the  general's  fcheme  failed.  He  had  been  up  the 
whole  night,  getting  ready  for  an  attack  with  a  large 
body  of  troops.  He  expected,  that  the  burning  of  the 
houfes  would  occafion  fuch  an  alarm,  as  to  put  the 
American  officers  upon  fending  from  Roxbury  lines  a 

*  Colonel  Meigs's  manuferipts,  and  Dr.  Linn'e  letter,  have  fur- 
niflied  molt  of  the  above  particulars. 
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lar<ye  reinforcement,  and  thereby  giving  him  an  advan-  177k 
caseous  opportunity  of  attacking  them ;  but  at  day 
break,  he  found  their  men  as  ufual  at  their  alarm  polls, 
[0  that  he  declined  it.  The  flrength  of  the  ice  having 
been  tried  in  one  place,  and  the  froft  continuing,  gen. 
Wafhington  was  defirous  of  embracing  the  feafon  for 
pafling  over  it,  from  Cambridge  fide  into  Bofton.  He 
laid  before  a  council  of  war  the  following  queftion  :  16. 
«  A  ftroke  well  aimed  at  this  critical  juncture,  may  put 
a  final  period  to  the  war,  and  reftore  peace  and  tran- 
quillity fo  much  to  be  wifhed  for,  and  therefore  whe- 
ther, part  of  Cambridge  and  Roxbury  bays  being  frozen 
over,  a  general  affault  fhould  not  be  made  on  Bofton  ?" 
Gen.  Ward  oppofed  the  idea,  faying,  "  the  attack  muft 
be  made  with  a  view  of  bringing  on  an  engagement,  or 
of  driving  the  enemy  out  of  Bofton,  and  either  end. 
will  be  anfwered  much  better  by  pofiefiing  Dorchefter 
heights.'*  Gen.  Gates  was  alfo  againft  it.  The  com- 
mander in  chief  was  evidently  for  it.  He  did  not  ap- 
pear enough  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  Dorchefter 
heights ;  and  probably  confided  too  much  in  the  cou- 
rage and  perfeverance  of  the  continental  troops  and  mi- 
litia. When  the  votes  were  called  for,  the  majority 
were  againft  the  attack.  The  commander  in  chief  could 
not  refrain  from  fhowing,  that  he  was  greatly  diffatisfied. 
But  a  negative  being  put  on  the  queftion,  the  next  point 
to  be  confidered  was,  whether  they  fhould  poiTefs  them- 
felves  of  Dorchefter  heights,  with  a  view  of  drawing  the 
enemy  out.  This  was  agreed  upon ;  and  the  conduct- 
ing of  the  bufinefs  was  left  wholly  to  gen.  Ward,  who 
with  generals  Thomas  and  Spencer,  commanded  on  that 
quarter.    They  had  been  for  fome  time  collecting  faf- 

cines, 
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111^-  cines,  gabions,  &c.  unknown  to  gen.  Wafhington,  in 
expectation  that  the  fame  would  be  wanted  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  Had  they  not  practifed  fuch  forefight,  it  is  to  be 
much  doubted  whether  they  could  have  been  in  fuffi- 
cient  forwardnefs.  The  militia,  which  were  called  for 
from  the  New  England  colonies  to  aflift  in  fome  grand 
operation  meant  to  be  undertaken  between  the  firft  of 
February  and  the  end  of  March,  collected  apace ;  but 
the  want  of  arms  was  prodigious.  Every  thing  was 
carried  on  with  the  utmoft  expedition  ;  that  fo  the  heights 
might  be  occupied  as  foon  as  polTible.  The  defign  was 
no  fecret,  and  many  were  fearful,  that  gen.  Howe  would 
fecure  them  before  the  Americans ;  but  he  could  not 
ipare  a  fuffkient  force  for  the  purpofe.  Not  only  fo, 
but  there  was  neither  water  nor  covering  upon  the 
heights  ;  and  had  a  corps  been  employed  by  him  to  gain 
the  poffeflion  of  them,  it  would  have  been  in  danger 
of  being  furrounded,  of  having  its  communication  cut 
off,  and  of  being  obliged  to  furrender,  in  lefs  than  twen- 
ty-four hours,  through  the  feverity  of  the  weather. 

26.  The  Americans  had  got  forty-five  batteaus,  each  to 
carry  eighty  men,  and  two  floating  batteries,  ftationed 
at  the  mouth  of  Cambridge  river ;  by  the  help  of  thefe, 
they  meant  to  ruin  into  the  weft  of  Bofton,  mould  the 
enemy  make  a  ferious  affair  of  Dorchefter.  A  council 
of  war  was  called  to  fax  the  time  tor  going  upon  the 
heights.  The  quarter  mafter  general,  col.  Mifflin,  s 
iummoned  to  the  council  for  the  firft  time.  He  went 
prepoiTeffcd  in  favor  of  the  night  of  March  the  4th,  a 
friend  having  reminded  him,  that  probably  the  action 
would  be  the  next  day;  and  that  it  would  have  a  won- 
derful effect  upon  the  fpirits  of  the  New  Englanders,  to 
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tell  them  when  about  engaging—"  Remember  the  fifth  1776. 
of  March,  and  avenge  yourfelves  for  the  mafTacre  at 
Bofton."  When  required  to  give  his  opinion,  he  fpake 
in  favor  of  the  aforementioned  night,  and  fupported 
it  in  oppofition  to  the  contrary  fentiment  of  gen.  Gates, 
who  for  fome  reafons  deemed  it  an  improper  time. 
After  a  debate,  it  was  carried  for  that  night  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one.  It  was  concluded,  that  fever al  regiments 
of  militia  from  the  neighbouring  towns,  fhould  march 
in,  and  do  duty  for  a  few  days  on  the  lines  of  Dorchef- 
ter  and  Roxbury.  Among  other  preparations  which 
had  been  making  againfl  the  day  of  action,  the  doctors, 
furgeons,  mates,  &c.  had  been  preparing  two  thouiand 
bandages  for  broken  legs,  arms,  and  dangerous  wounds. 
Though  this  circumftance  was  well  known  in  camp,  the 
men  did  not  appear  daunted  at  the  idea  of  the  horrid 
carnage  it  imparted.  There  was  a  fpirit  of  animation 
among  them,  intimating  a  ftrong  defire  of  coming  to 
hlows  with  the  enemy.  To  conceal  the  defign  of  the 
Americans,  and  to  divert  the  enemy's  attention,  a  very 
heavy  fervice  of  cannon  and  mortars  began  to  play  upon  * , 
the  town,  between  ten  and  eleven,  on  Saturday  night,  2. 
from  Cobble-hill,  Lechmerc's-point,  and  Larnb's-dam, 
a  fortified  battery  at  Roxbury.  The  firing  was  conti- 
nued all  that,  and  the  two  fucc ceding  nights.  The 
firft  night,  two  feven  inch,  and  one  ten  inch,  and  the 
congrefs  mortar  burft  ;  the  laft  after  firing  twice  or  thrice. 
Till  the  Saturday  night,  the  enemy  did  not  believe  that 
the  continentals  had  fo  many  warlike  inftruments.  But 
Mr.  Henry  Knox,  who  was  unanimoufiy  elected  by  con- 
grefs  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  the  17th  of 
laft  November,  had  been  to  Tyconderoga,  and  brought 
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1776.  from  thence  and  Crown  Point,  acrofs  the  lakes,  while 
frozen  fufficient  to  bear  cannons,  mortars  and  howitzers, 
to  the  number  of  fifty  and  better.  Shells  &c.  they  had 
got  from  the  king's  ftore  at  New  York,  and  out  of  the 
ordnance  brig.  The  cannonade  and  bombardment  did 
little  damage,  only  fhattered  fome  houfes  and  hurt  a 
few  foldicrs. 
Mar.  All  things  being  ready  on  the  Monday ;  as  foon  as 
4"  the  evening  admits,  the  expedition  goes  forward.  The 
covering  party  of  800  men  lead  the  way ;  then  come 
the  carts  with  the  intrenching  tools  ;  after  them  the  main 
working  body  of  about  1 200  under  gen.  Thomas :  a 
train  of  more  than  300  carts,  loaded  with  fafcines,  hay 
in  bundles  of  7  or  800  weight,  &c.  clofe  the  martial 
proceftion.  The  bundles  of  hay  are  defigned  for  Dor- 
chefter  Neck,  which  is  very  low,  and  expofed  to  be 
raked  by  the  enemy ;  and  are  to  be  laid  on  the  fide  next 
to  them,  to  cover  the  Americans  in  pamng  and  repaf- 
fing.  Every  man  knows  his  place  and  bufinefs.  The 
covering  party,  when  upon  the  ground,  divides;  half 
goes  to  the  point  neareft  to  Bofton,  the  other  to  that 
next  to  the  caftle.  All  pomble  filence  is  obferved.  But 
there  is  no  occafion  to  order  the  whips  to  be  taken  from 
the  waggoners,  left  their  impatience,  and  the  difficulty 
of  the  roads  mould  induce  them  to  make  ufe  of  diem, 
and  occafion  an  alarm  *.  The  whips  ufed  by  the  drivers 
of  thefe  ox-carts,  are  not  formed  for  making:  much 
noife,  and  can  give  no  alarm  at  a  diftance.  The  men 
in  driving  their  oxen  commonly  make  moll  noife  with 

their  voices ;  a;id  now  a  regard  to  their  own  fafety  dic- 

/ 

*  See  the  Marquis  vie  Chaftelicaux's  TrareU  in  North  America, 

vol,  ii.  p.  275, 
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tates  to  them,   to  fpeak  to  their  cattle,  as  they  move  x77^ 
on,  in  a  whifpering  note.     There  are  no  bad  roads  to 
require  an  exertion  -,  for  the  frofl  having  been  of  long 
continuance,  they  are  lb  hard  frozen,    as  to  be  quite 
good.    The  wind  lies  to  carry  what  noife  cannot  be 
avoided  by  driving  the  ftakes  and  picking  againft  the 
ground,  ((till  frozen  above  eighteen  inches  deep  in  many 
places)  into  the  harbour  between  the  town  and  the  caftle, 
ib  that  it  cannot  be  heard  and  regarded  by  any  who  have 
no  fufpicion  of  what  is  carrying  on,  efpecially  as  there 
is  a  continued  cannonade  on  both  fides*     Many  of  the 
carts  make  three  trips,  fome  four ;  for  a  vaft  quantity 
of  materials  has  been  collected,    efpecially  chandeliers 
and  fafcines.     By  ten  o'clock  at  night  the  troops  have 
raifed  two  forts,  one  upon  each  hill,  fufficient  to  defend 
them  from  fmail  arms   and   grape  fhot.     The  night  is 
remarkably  mild,  a  finer  for  working  could  not  have 
been  felected  out  of  the  three  hundred  and  fixty-five. 
They  continue  working  with  the  utmofl  fpirit,  till  re^ 
lieved  the  Tuefday  morning  about  three.     It  is  fo  hazy     $, 
below  the  heights,  that  the  men  cannot  be  feen,  though 
it  is  a  bright  moon-light  night  above  on  the  hills.     It 
is  fome  time  after  day  break  before  the  minifterialifts  in 
Bofton  can  clearly  difcern  the  new  erected  forts.     They 
loom  to  great  advantage,  and  are  thought  to  be  much 
hrger  than  is  really  the  cafe*     General  Howe  is  afto- 
liihed  upon  feeing  what  has  been  done  -,  fcratches  his 
lead,  and  is  heard  to  fay,  cc  I  know  not  what  I  mail 
loj  the  rebels  have  done  more  in  one  night*  than  my 
vhole  army  would  have  done  in  months. "     The  admi- 
al  informs  him,   that  if  the  Americans  pc^Tefs  thofc 
'eights,  he  cannot  keep  one  of  his  majefty's  fhips  in  the 
Vol.  II.  O  harbour. 
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1776.  harbour.     A  council  of  war  determines  to  attempt  dif- 
lodging  them. 

General  Wafhington  has  fettled  his  plan  of  defence 
and  offence.  Boflon  is  fo  furrounded  on  every  land  fide 
by  neighbouring  hills,  that  nothing  can  take  place  on 
the  wharfs  or  next  to  the  water,  but  it  may  be  noted  by 
the  help  of  glaiTes.  Proper  fignals  having  been  agreed 
on,  by  means  of  the  hills,  which  are  in  view  one  of 
another,  intelligence  can  be  conveyed  inftantly  from 
Dorchefter  heights  to  Roxbury,  and  from  Roxbury  to 
Cambridge,  and  fo  the  reverie.  This  mode  of  com- 
municating information  is  the  fpeedieft  and  fafeft.  Gen. 
Wafhington's  plan  is,  in  cafe  any  number  of  the  enemy 
leave  Bofton  to  attack  the  heights  and  are  defeated,  to 
communicate  fuch  defeat  by  the  proper  fignal,  when 
4000  provincials  are  to  crofs  over  from  Cambridge  fide, 
and  attempt  the  town  in  the  confufion  that  the  regulars 
will  be  under.  The  boats  are  prepared,  and  the  men 
paraded  ready  to  embark.  Gen.  Sullivan  comm;; 
the  firft  divifion,  and  gen.  Greene  the  fecond.  Gen, 
Heath  objected  to  the  command  when  offered,  and  re- 
mains in  perfect  fafety  with  the  troops  left  in  Cambridge, 
The  whole  force  which  the  commander  in  chief  now 
has,  including  all  the  militia,  is  not  much  ihorl 
20,000. 

All  is  hurry  and  bnftle  in  Bofton.  Gen.  Howe  orders 
the  ladders  in  town  to  be  cut  to  ten  feet  lengths,  thai 
they  may  be  fit  for  icaling.  A  large  body  of  troop 
are  to  embark.-on  board  the  transports,  and  to  proc 
'down  the  harbour,  with  a  view  of  landing  in  the  hollo*' 
between  the  furthefl  of  the  two  fortified  hills  and  &t 
caiUc,       Th«-  men    are   obferved   by  one*    at  whole 

door 
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door  they  are  drawn  up  before  embarking,  to  look  in  I776» 
general,  pale  and  dejected ;  and  are  heard  to  fay,  cc  It 
will  be  another  Bunker's-hill  affair  or  worfe"— -they  have 
adopted  the  prevailing  miftake  of  Bunker's  for  Breed's- 
hill.  Some  mow  great  refolution,  and  boaft  of  what 
they  will  do  with  the  rebels,  When  thefe  troops,  amount- 
ing to  about  2000,  and  defigned  to  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  lord  Percy,  are  upon  the  wharfs,  and  paiTing 
in  the  boats  to  the  tranfports,  the  Americans  expect  they 
are  intended  for  an  immediate  attack,  clap  their  hands 
for  joy,  and  wifh  them  to  come  on*  Gen*  Washington 
happens  at  that  inftant  to  be  on  one  of  the  heights  j 
thinks  with  his  men  ;  and  fays  to  thofe  who  are  at  hand, 
— "  Remember  it  is  the  fifth  of  March,  and  avenge  the 
death  of  your  brethren."  It  is  inflantly  afked  by  fuch 
as  are  not  near  enough  to  hear— cc  What  fays  the  gene- 
ral ?"  His  words  are  given  in  anfwer.  They  fly  from 
man  to  man  through  all  the  troops  upon  the  fpot,  and 
add  fuel  to  the  martial  fire  already  kindled,  and  burn- 
ing with  uncommon  intenfenefs.  The  furrounding  hills 
and  elevations  about  Bofton,  affording  a  fecure  view  of 
the  ground  on  which  the  contending  parties  are  expect- 
ed to  engage,  are  alive  with  the  numerous  fpeclators 
that  throng  them.  A  more  interefting  and  bloody  fcene 
is  apprehended  to  be  juft  upon  commencing,  than  what 
prelented  at  Charleftown.  They  wait,  as  do  the  troops, 
officers  and  privates,  the  morning  through ;  and  till  far 
I  into  the  afternoon,  when  they  are  convinced  of  the  tide's 
j being  fo  far  ebbed,  that  no  attack  can  be  made  by  gen. 
^owe  on  the  Tuefdav,  which  indeed  is  not  his  inten- 
|tioft,  for  he  is  preparing  to  do  it  on  the  Wednefday. 
'Thetranfports  go  down  in  the  evening  toward  the  cattle, 

O   i  a  float- 
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1776'  a  floating  battery  is  alfo  towed  down,  but  the  wind  L* 
unfavorable,  and  before  they  reach  their  deflination  blows 
up  frefh,  and  forces  three  of  the  veiTels  afhore  on  Go- 
vernor's  I  Hand,     A  ftorm  fucceeds  at  night,   fuch  as 
few  remember  ever  to  have  heard  ;  and  toward  morn- 
ing it  rains  exceflively  hard. 
Mar.       The  defign  of  gen.  Howe  was  hereby  fruftrated,  and 
a  deal  of  bloodfhed  providentially  prevented.     A  coun- 
cil of  war  was   called  in  the  morning,  and  agreed  to 
evacuate  the  town  as  foon  as  pofTible.     The  time  that 
had  been   gained  by  the  Americans  for  ftrengthening 
their  works,    before   any  attempt  could  be  now  made 
upon  them,  took  away  all  hope  of  fucceis ;  which  would 
have  been  more  precarious  than  expected,  by  reafon  of 
col.  Mifflin's  having  advlled  to,  and  provided  a  large 
number  of  barrels,  filled  with  flones,  gravel   and  fand, 
that  were  placed  round  the  works,  to  be  rolled  down 
and  break  the  lines  of  'any  hoftile  advancing  troops, 
when  afcending  the  hills.      He  is  entitled   to    much 
praife  for  all  his  exertions,  and  particularly  for  his  con- 
duct on  this  occafion.     There  was  a  full  fupply  of  teams 
and  other  requifites  for  the  fervice ;  and  though  the  men 
were  for  a  while  without  cover,  and  fuffered   from  the 
rain  and  cold,  yet  before  Thurfday  evening  he  had  a 
number  of  barracks  up ;  they  having  been  framed  be- 
forehand,   and  brought  upon  the  ground  on  Monday 
night.     There  was  a  general  hurry  and  confufion  in  Bol- 
ton }  both  troops  and  tories  were  as  bufy  as  poflible  in 
preparing  to  quit  the  town,  and  to  carry  off  all  they 
could  of  their  military  ftores  and  valuable  effects.    Ihe 
number  of  tranfports  and  veffels  was  fhort  of  what  were 

wanted.      In  the  beginning  of  laft  November,   gen- 
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Howe  received  a  letter  from  lord  Dartmouth,  advifing  2776. 
ro  the  evacuation  of  Bofton,    and   the  removal  of  his 
troops  to  New  York.     He  excufed  himfelf  by  pleading 
he  had  not  fufficient  fhipping.     He  was  now  obliged  to 
evacuate  with  fewer. 

A  flag  was  fent  out  from  the  fdect  men,  acquainting  ?* 
gen.  Wafhington  with  the  intention  of  the  troops,  and 
that  gen.  Howe  was  dilpofed  to  leave  the  town  Hand- 
ing, provided  he  could  retire  uninterrupted  by  the  coun- 
try. Gen.  Wafhington  brought  himfelf  under  no  obli- 
gation ;  but  expreiTed  himfelf  in  words,  which  admit- 
ted of  a  favorable  conftruction,  and  intimated  his  good 
wifhes  for  the  towns-people.  He  was  at  a  lofs  to  know 
where  it  was  that  gen.  Howe  intended  going  ;  and  though 
inclined  to  believe  it  was  Halifax,  yet  to  guard  againft 
the  evil  of  a  miftake,  while  the  Britifh  were  preparing 
to  be  gone,  he  fent  off  the  riflemen  by  land  to  New 
York,  to  aiTift  in  fecuring  that  city. 

General  Howe  iflued  a  proclamation,  ordering  all  9, 
woollen  and  linen  goods  to  be  delivered  to  Crean  Brufh 
efqj  be  they  in  whole  hands  they  might.  Sundry  ihop::>  10, 
belonging  to  peribns  in  the  country,  wrcre  broke  open, 
and  all  the  goods,  of  whatever  fort  or  kind,  taken  out 
by  the  faid  Brum,  and  put  on  board  fhip  to  be  con- 
veyed away.  The  next  day  fhops  were  flopped  by  hint 
of  all  their  goods,  though  the  owners  were  in  town. 
There  was  a  licentious  plundering  of  fhops,  flores  and 
dwelling  houses,  by  foldiers  and  failors,  carrying  de- 
duction wherever  they  went :  what  they  could  not  carry 
away,  they  deftroyed.     The  next  day  the  fame  fcenes 

'were  renewed,  though  exprefsly  forbid  in  orders,  and 
the  guilty  threatened  with  death,  if  detected  in  that  or 

:l  O  3  firing 
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1776.  firing  a  houfe.     The  ftreets  were  barricaded  in  different 

i±?'  Parts  °f  the  town,  and  difpofitions.  made,  as  though  the 
troops  would  foon  take  their  departure.  Stores,  &c. 
were  plundered  by  failors  from  the  fhips  of  war,  led  by 
their  officers  under  pretence  of  orders  from  the  admi- 

15.  ral.  Proclamation  was  made  by  the  crier  for  every  inr 
habitant  to  keep  to  his  houfe  from  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  till  night,  left  they  fhould  annoy  the  troop 
in  their  intended  embarkation  ;  but  the  wind  coming 
about  to  eaft,  they  moftly  returned  to  their  barracks  again, 

t§.  The  troops  waiting  only  for  a  fair  wind  to  embark, 
had  litde  elfe  to  fludy  but  mifchief,  which  they  prac- 
tifed  to  a  great  degree,  by  breaking  open  flores  and 
toiling  the  contents,  being  private  property,  into  the 
dock  ;  deftroying  the  furniture  of  every  houfe  they  could 
get  into,  and  otherwife  committing  every  kind  of  wan- 
tonnefs,  which  difappointed  malice  could  fugp-eft 
c*r,  A  bread  work  was  difcovered  to  be  thrown  up  by  the 
Americans  at  Nook?s-hiil  on  Dorchefter  peninfula, 
which  from  its  proximity,  had  an  entire  command  of 
Bofton  Neck  and  the  fouth  end  of  the  town— -a  work 
which  the  king's  troops  had  moil  fearfully  dreaded.  In 
Confequence  of  it,  they  began  to  embark  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  were  ail  on  board  and  under  fail 
before  ten  *.  When  it  was  certain  that  they  were  quire 
gone,  fearch  was  made,  for  fear  of  what  might  be,  and 
fires  were  difcovered  in  feyeral  houies  fo  circumftanced 
as  to  intimate  a  defign  of  fetting  them  on  fire,  which 
was  happily  fruftrated.     Nothing  but  prevailing  preju- 

+  Mod  of  the  above  from  March  the  fixth,  is  taken  from  the  ma- 
mjfcript  journal  of  a  gentleman  who  continued  in  Bofton,  while  in  the 
hands  of  the  Britifh  generals, 

q  dice 
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Jice  will  impute  fuch  defign  to  any  other  than  fome  un~  1776. 
principled  privates;  though  an  officer  of  rank  was 
itrongly  fufpected  of  having  plundered  under  an  official 
character,  and  of  having  connived  at  the  rafcally  con- 
duct of  fmaller  villains.  What  fo  flattened  the  Britifh 
upon  a  fight  of  the  works  on  Nook's-hiil,  was  probably 
an  apprehenfion,  that  the  Americans  would  poffefs  them- 
felves  of  Noddle's  Ifland,  and  by  erecting  batteries  at 
both  places,  enclofe  the  harbour  with  the  fire  of  their 
cannon.  When  the  king's  troops  withdrew  from  Charlef- 
town,  they  left  fentries  Handing  as  uiual  with  their  fire- 
locks fhouldered  -,  but  it  was  foon  fufpected  what  regi- 
ment they  belonged  to,  and  that  they  were  only  effigies 
fet  there  by  the  flying  enemy.  It  appears  by  one  of 
the  orderly  books  which  was  left  behind,  that  their  force 
was  7575,  exclufive  of  the  ftaff;  fo  that  with  the  ma- 
rines and  failors,  Howe  might  have  been  confidered  as 
10,000  flrong,  had  it  not  been  for  the  mutual  jealoufies 
which  took  place  between  the  army  and  navy. 

The  difficulties  which  the  troops  were  under,  from 
being  fo  unexpectedly  obliged  to  evacuate  Bofton,  were 
much  increafed  by  the  numbers  who  were  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  removing  with  them.  Many  who  were  difaf- 
fected  to  the  American  caufe  had  fled  there  with  their  n 
families  for  fafety  ;  befide  thefe,  there  were  not  a  few  of  v  yf 
the  old  inhabitants,  who  concluded  it  was  far  more  pru- 
dent for  them  to  withdraw  than  remain.  Both  together, 
with  their  families,  made  up  fome  hundreds,  and  with 
their  effects  encumbered  the  tranfports  ;  to  which  muft 
be  added  the  plunder  taken  from  the  town,  confifting 
of  furniture  and  various  other  articles  of  a  bulky  nature. 
The  fuddennefs  of  the  evacuation  prevented  an  appli^ 

O  4  cation 


lOO  THE      HISTORY     OF     THE 

*776#  cation  to  Halifax  for  a  fupply  of  fhipping  to  leffen  the 
embarraffments.  When  the  fleet  got  down  to  King 
and  Nantafket  roads,  they  remained  there  feveral  days, 
and  during  that  period,  burnt  the  block-houfe  and  bar, 
racks  on  Caftle  Ifland,  blowed  up  and  demolished  the 
fortifications ;  but  they  did  not  undertake  to  carry  off 
the  cannon,  and  only  attempted  rendering  them  unfer- 
yiceable,  which  was  effected  as  to  feveral. 

General  Wafhington  was  foon  acquainted  with  the 
evacuation  of  the  town,  when  meafures  were  taken  to 
preferve  the  peace  and  order  of  it,  by  placing  guards 
and  giving  directions  as  to  the  admiflion  of  perfons  into 
it.     The  day  of  evacuating,  being  the  fabbath,  was  in 

>for.  favor  of  regularity.  On  the  Monday  his  excellency  fent 
off  five  regiments  under  gen.  Heath.  After  marching 
about  a  hundred  miles,  they  embarked  and  went  from 
New  London  through  the  Sound  to  New  York  by  wa- 
ter. The  reft,  excepting  a  few  which  were  left  in  Bof- 
ton,  took  the  fame  route,  when  the  fleet  put  to  fea, 
The  American  army  was  well  fupplied  with  flour,  while 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton,  without  any  particular 
interruption,  owing  to  capt.  Wallace's  having  been  or- 
.  dered  to  cruife  about  Rhode  Ifland,  inftead  of  off  New 
London,  Confequently  the  flour  for  the  army  alway 
got  fafe  from  New  York  or  elfewhere  to  New  London, 
from  thence  to  Norwich,  and  then  by  land  to  the  place 
of  destination.  About  a  week  after  the  evacuation,  the 
Britifh  fleet  failed,  as  was  foon  known,  for  Halifax  -,  but 
commodore  Banks  was  left  with  two  or  three  men  of 
war  to  protect  the  veffels  that  fhould  arrive  from  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland ;  fome  of  which  will  undoubtedly  be 
take#  nctwithftanding  fuch  precaution,       It  was  but 

three 
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tiiree  days  before  the  evacuation,  that  capt.  Manly  took  l77& 
a  tranfport  of  400  tons  burden,  laden  with  peas,  pota- 
toes, pork,  four  crout,  and  ten  packages  of  medicine. 

When  admiflion  into  Boflon  was  allowed,  the  Ame- 
rican troops  were  very  defirous  of  feeing  the  town.  Many 
o(  them  came  from  inland  places,  and  were  never  in  a 
fea-port ;  their  curioMty  was  much  excited  on  a  variety 
of  accounts.  But  the  fmall-pox  was  in  feveral  parts  of 
it ;  and  therefore  they  only,  who  were  paft  the  diforder, 
were  to  be  admitted.  Such  however  was  the  defire  of 
numbers,  that  they  were  guilty  of  a  deception,  to  obtain 
entrance.  The  thought  of  being  liable  to  catch  the  dis- 
temper would  have  terrified  them  in  the  higheft  degree 
a  little  while  back ;  but  to  gratify  a  different  paflion, 
they  fupprefled  their  fears,  which  might  operate  for  the 
preventing  of  their  taking  the  infection.  The  works 
of  the  enemy  naturally  engaged  their  attention.  Thefe, 
by  judicious  perfons  who  have  furveyed  them,  are  ac- 
knowledged to  be  excellent,  and  every  one  is  convinced, 
I  that  it  would  have  been  a  mod  hazardous  attempt  to 
have  endeavoured  forcing  them. 

General  Wafhington  appointed  perfons  to  procure  an 
account,  and  to  take  care  of  the  articles  which  the 
Britifh  troops  left  behind.  Befide  others,  there  were  at 
the  Caftle  I  (land  and  Boflon,  250  pieces  of  cannon, 
great  and  fmall,  more  than  half  of  which  may  be  ren- 
dered ferviceable  by  the  aids  of  ingenuity  :  the  heavieft 
have  been  the  leaf!  injured — four  thirteen  and  a  half  inch 
mortars,  two  of  them  with  their  beds  weighing  five 
tons  each— 2,500  chaldron  of  fea  coal — 25,000  bufhels 
of  wheat— 2,300  bufhels  of  barley— 600  bufhels  of 
bat&^-ioo  jarsof  oil,  containing  a  barrel  each — and  ifo 

horfes, 
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*77^-  horfes.  Some  of  the  ordnance  were  thrown  into  the 
water;  but  the  Americans  will  recover  them.  The  joy 
of  the  inhabitants,  whether  fuch  as  remained  in  town  or 
withdrew  for  perfonal  fecurity,  upon  finding  themfelves 
reftored  to  the  fafe  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  an- 
cient rights,  freed  from  what  they  deemed  an  odious  ty- 
rannical authority,  in  a  fituation  to  triumph  over  the 
difgrace  of  their  enemies,  and  with  the  profpec~r.  of  fpeedy 
relief  from  the  diftrefles  which  they  had  been  under  for 
many  tedious  months — that  joy  is  more  eafily  conceived 
than  exprefTed.  They  received  the  commander  in  chief 
with  every  mark  of  reipecl  and  gratitude,  which  could 
be  fhown  to  a  deliverer. 

Mar.  At  his  excellency's  requeft,  Dr.  Elliot  preached  a 
thankfgiving  fermon  on  the  opening  afrefh  of  the  Thurf- 
day's  lecture.  That  you  may  not  be  at  the  trouble  of 
turning  to  your  Bible,  take  his  text  in  manufcript, 
"  Look  upon  Z'ion  the  city  of  our  folemnities:  thine 
eyes  mall  fee  Jerufalem  a  quiet  habitation,  a  tabernacle 
that  mall  not  be  taken  down :  not  one  of  the  flakes 
thereof  fhall  ever  be  removed,  neither  mail  any  of  the 
cords  thereof  be  broken. "  When  you  are  minded  to 
examine  the  context,  look  for  chap,  xxxiii.  20.  of  Ifaiah. 
The  general  and  a  number  of  officers  attended.  A  din- 
ner was  provided  for  his  excellency  and  other  gentlemen 
in  public  and  private  life.     The  day  after  the  lecture,  the 

*9-  Maffachufett's  council  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  com- 
plimented him  in  a  joint  addrefs.  They  took  notice, 
among  many  other  things,  of  his  attention  to  the  civil 
conftitution  of  the  colony ;  of  the  regard  he  had  alway 
fhown  for  the  lives  and  health  of  thoie  under  his  com- 
mand i  of  his  having  attended  to  the  preiervation  of 

thar 
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their  metropolis,  in  the  quiet  porTeffion  of  which  they  l116' 
now  were,  without  that  effufion  of  blood  they  fo  much 
wiflied  to  avoid.  When  they  exprefTed  their  good 
wifhes  for  him  at  the  clofe,  they  began  with,  «  May 
you  frill  go  on,  approved  by  heaven,  revered  by  all 
good  men,  and  dreaded  by  thole  tyrants  who  claim  their 
fellow  men  as  their  property  "-—-and  finimed  with,  "  May 
future  generations  in  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  that,  free- 
dom, the  exercife  of  which  your  fword  fhall  have  efta- 
blifhed,  raife  the  richeft  and  mod  lading  monuments  to 
the  name  of  a  JVaflohigton"  His  anfwer  was  proper, 
moderate,  and  becoming  his  situation.  It  will  be  to  his 
honor  to  mention,  that  in  private  converfation,  he  ex- 
prefled  himfelf  to  this  purpofe :  <f  The  recovery  of 
Boilon,  by  the  fpeedy  Might  of  the  enemy,  is  more  fatif- 
faclory  than  a  victory  gained  at  the  expence  of  much 
blood-ihed."  When  he  fent  off  an  exprefs  to  Lord 
Stirling  at  New  York,  he  wrote,  <c  Gen.  Howe  aban- 
doned Bofton  without  deftroying  it.  The  town  is  in  a 
much  better  fituation,  and  lefs  injured  than  I  expected, 
from  the  reports  I  had  received ;  though  to  be  fure,  it  ir> 
much  damaged,  and  many  houfes  defpoiled  of  their 
valuable  furniture."  The  following  anecdote  of  the  ge- 
neral may  be  acceptable.  A  gentleman  who  had  heard 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Davis  relate,  that  col.  Wafhington  had 
mentioned — he  knew  of  no  mufic  fo  pleafing  as  the 
whiftling  of  bullets ;  being  alone  in  converfation  with 
him  at  Cambridge,  afked  him  whether  it  was  as  had 
been  related;  the  general  anfwered — <c  If  I  laid  fo,  it 
was  when  I  was  young."  Let  us  take  a  tranfient  notice 
of  the  hardfhips  experienced  by  the  Bofton  inhabitants, 
whether  they  remained  in  the  town,  or  withdrew  from 

it. 
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J776-  it,  and  refided  elfewhere  till  die  evacuation.  Notwith- 
Handing  the  univerfal  profefllon  of  patriotifm,  advan- 
tages were  too  generally  taken  for  oppreffing  them,  by 
extravagant  charges.  A  fenfible  writer  juftly  cenfured 
fuch  proceedings  in  the  Connecticut  gazette  ;  and  com- 
plained, that  the  refugees  were  obliged  to  pay  far  higher 
rents  for  houfes  than  ufual,  and  in  fome  inftances  dou- 
ble. The  greater!  fufferings  of  thole  who  remained, 
arofe  from  the  want  of  fuel  and  frefh  provifions,  not  to 
mention  fuch  as  refulted  from  the  prefence  of  the  Britifh 
army  and  navy.  Frefh  provifions  were  not  alway  to  be 
had,  and  were  moftly  too  dear  for  the  lower  clafs  to 
obtain  ;  but  at  length  the  rations  of  the  foldiers  were  fo 
plentiful,  that  by  the  aid  of  thefe  and  arrivals  from  Eu- 
rope, they  that  remained  in  the  town  had  a  tolerable 
fupply  of  pork,  peas,  falt-butter,  fweet-oil  and  bread, 
at  a  moderate  price.  But  the  intenfe  cold  of  the  feafon 
rendered  the  want  of  fuel  extremely  grievous.  Fami- 
lies, which  had  been  accuftomed  to  plenty,  were  obliged 
to  burn  with  the  moil  fparing  hand,  and  to  fave  by  going 
to  their  beds  very  early,  and  leaving  them  as  late.  Many 
kept  to  them  in  the  fharpeft  weather,  other  dian  as  they 
got  up  to  drefs  their  victuals  and  eat  their  meals.  Num- 
bers, to  fupply  the  want  of  fuel,  pulled  up  the  floors  of 
their  houfes,  the  flairs,  and  whatever  offered.  The 
wooden  buildings,  taken  down  by  order  of  gen.  Howe, 
were  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  royal  refugees.  It 
was  as  much  charity  to  the  poorer  inhabitants  to  admit 
them  to  a  fmall  fire,  as  to  furnifh  them  with  victuals. 
You  muft  recollect  the  hard  frofts  you  have  in  Britain, 
once  in  a  great  number  of  years,  to  conceive  of  what 

perfons  muft  endure  through -the  want  of  fuel,  from  the 

long 
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lono- continued  frods  of  this  country.  The  houfes  which  1776* 
the  Britifh  officers  inhabited  while  in  Bodon,  were  gene- 
rally left  in  good  condition ;  but  afterward  much  da- 
maged when  tenanted  by  the  Americans,  whole  (tile  of 
life  did  not  lead  them  to  pay  attention  to  neatnefs  and 
elegance. 

New  Tork,  moll:  probably,  is  henceforward  to  be  the 
grand  fcene  of  action.  Gen.  Lee  has  left  the  city  fome 
time,  and  is  gone  to  the  fouthward.  While  there,  he 
took  care  to  remove  the  good  cannon  on  the  battery, 
and  at  the  king's  (lore,  amounting  to  about  a  hundred, 
to  a  place  of  fafety  \  a  third  of  them  are  thirty-two 
pounders.  He  alfo  drew  up  another  tremendous  oath 
to  be  adminidered  to  the  tories,  and  fent  capt.  Sears 
over  to  Queen's  county  with  it :  which  led  congrefs  to 
refolve,  "  That  no  oath  by  way  of  tell  be  impofed  upon, 
exacted  or  required  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
colonies,  by  any  military  officer."  In  many  of  the  ftreets 
of  the  city  there  are  bread-works,  barricado's,  &c.  and 
more  are  making,  together  with  forts  in  abundance. 
Actual  fervice  began  in  the  colony.  A  Britifh  floop  fent  AFr^ 
her  boat  afhore  on  State n  I  Hand  to  get  water,  and  a 
party  of  riflemen  took  the  boat  and  crew  prifoners. 
The  firing  between  the  floop  and  the  riflemen  laded  all 
day.  The  city,  in  a  week's  time,  was  thronged  with 
provincials ;  and  it  might  be  concluded,  that  the  envi- 
rons were  not  very  fafe  from  fo  nndifciplined  a  multi- 
tude; but  there  are  few  indances  of  fo  great  a  number 
of  troops  being  together  with  fo  little  mifchief  done  by 
them.  However  as  they  (efpecially  the  Connecticut  fol- 
diers,  whom  fome  pronounce  the  dirtied  people  on  the 
continent)  are  not  particularly  attentive  to  clean!  inefs, 

the 
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1 7 76- the  owners  of  the  houfes  where  they  are  quartered,  if 
they  ever  get  pofiefiion  of  them,  mufl  be  years  in  clean- 
ing them,  unlefs  they  get  new  floors,  and  new  plaifter  ' 
the  walls.     Gov.  Tryon  has  loft  his  credit  with  the  citi- 
zens, and  is  now  fpoken  of  with  contempt  and  difguft. 

The  governor  of  Virginia,  Lord  Dunmore,  was  no 
lefs  popular  than  Tryon  at  one  time ;  but  is  at  length 
as  little  reflected  by  the  Virginians  as  the  other  is  by  the 
New  Yorkers.  The  meafures  he  has  continued  to  pur- 
fue,  have  only  increafed,  inftead  of  diminifhing  the  ge- 
neral refentment.  We  left  him  on  board  lnip  off  Nor- 
folk, on  the  14th  of  December,  and  col.  Robert  Howe 
in  porTefTion  of  the  town.  The  Liverpool  frigate  arrived 
from  Great  Britain.  Soon  after,  the  captain  fent  a  flag 
of  truce,  and  demanded  to  be  informed  whether  his 
majefty's  fhips  of  war  would  be  fupplied  from  the  fhore 
with  proviiions :  the  reply  was  in  the  negative  ;  and  the 
fhips  in  the  harbour  being  continually  annoyed  by  the 
riflemen  from  behind  the  buildings  and  warehoufes  on 
the  wharfs,  it  was  determined  to  diilodge  them  by  de- 
ftroying  the  fame.  Previous  notice  was  given,  that  the 
women,  children,    and   other    innocent  perfons,  might 

Jan.  remove  from  the  danger.  The  entrance  of  the  new 
year  was  fignalized  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  a 
violent  cannonade  from  the  Liverpool,  two  (loops  of 
war,  and  the  governor's  armed  fhip  the  Dunmore ;  fe- 
conded  by  parties  of  failors  and  marines,  who  landed 
and  fired  the  houfes  next  the  water.  Where  buildings 
inftead  of  being  covered  with  tile,  flate,  or  lead,  are  co- 
vered with  mingles,  (thin  light  pieces  of  fir  or  cedar, 
half  a  yard  in  length,  and  abou':  fix  inches  broad)  lee 
the  wind  be  ever  fo  moderate,  they  will,  upon  being 

.fired, 
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fired,  be  likely  to  communicate  the  conflagration  to  a  1776. 
diftance,  fhould  the  weather  be  dry,  by  the  lighted 
burning  ihingles  being  driven  by  the  force  of  the  flames 
to  the  tops  of  other  houfes.  Thus  it  happened  here  ; 
and  moil  of  the  town  was  deftroyed.  Col.  Howe,  by 
his  pofitive  orders  and  prefence,  did  all  he  could  to  extin- 
euifh  the  fire  5  but  in  vain.  It  is  not  improbable,  that 
iome  of  the  foldiers  and  negroes,  regardlefs  of  all  orders, 
inftead  of  extinguishing,  ufed  all  their  endeavours  to 
fpread  the  flames ;  and  thought  themfelves  juftified, 
upon  the  principle  of  the  property's  belonging  to  peribns 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  America.  A  part  of  the 
town  efcaped  -,  the  owners  were  moftly  whigs.  Their 
houfes  however,  were  afterward  valued,  and  then  burnt 
by  the  direction  of  the  ruling  civil  authority.  Thus 
the  whole  town  was  reduced  to  afhes,  that  the  enemy 
might  have  no  fheker,  fhould  they  be  inclined  to  efta- 
bliih  a  poft  on  the  fpot.  A  few  men  were  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  fides  at  the  burning-  of  Norfolk,  the 
moft  populous  and  confiderable  town  for  commerce  of 
any  in  the  colony.  It  contained  about  6000  inhabitants, 
and  many  in  affluent  circumftances.  The  whole  lofs  is 
eftimated  at  more  than  three  hundred  thoufand  pound 
fterling.  However  urgent  the  necefiity,  it  was  an  odious 
bufinefs  for  a  governor  to  be  himfeif  a  principal  actor 
in  burning  and  deftroying  the  beft  town  in  his  govern- 
ment. The  Americans  afterward  cut  off  every  poflible 
refource  from  the  fhips,  burnt  and  deilroyed  the  houfes 
and  plantations  within  reach  of  the  water ;  and  obliged 
the  people,  chiefly  royalifts,  to  remove  with  their  cattle 
and  proviflons  further  into  the  country.  The  horrid 
•diftreffes  brought  upon  numbers  of  innocent  perfons  by 
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}Tfi»  thefc  operations,  muft  pain  the  feelings  of  all  who  arG 
not  hardened  by  a  party  fpirit. 

Governor  Martin  demands  our  next  attention.  Though 
he  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  on  board   a  fhip  of  war, 
he  contemplated  the  reduction   cf  North  Carolina  to 
royal  obedience*     He  had  been  informed,  that  a  fqua- 
dron  of  men  of  war*  with  kven  regiments,  under  the 
conduct  of  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  lord  Cornwallis,  were 
to  leave  Ireland  on  an  expedition  to  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  that  North  Gi- 
mlina  was  their  rirft,  if  not  principal  object.     He  knew 
alfo  that  gen.  Clinton,  with  a  fmall  detachment,  was  on 
his  way  to  meet  them  at  Cape  Fear.     He  had  for  iome 
time  formed  a  connection  with  the  regulators  and  high- 
land-emigrants,   in  the  weftern  parts  of  the  province. 
To  .thefe  people  he  fent  feveral  com  millions  for  the 
railing  and    commanding    of  regiments,    and  granted 
another  to  Mr.  M'Donald  to  act  as  their  general.    He 
alfo  commanded  all  perfons  by  proclamation,  to  repair 
to  the  royal  itandard,  which  was  to  be  erected  by  the 
general  about  the   middle   of  February.       The  high- 
landers  and  regulators  collected  and  imbodied  at  Crofs 
Creek  the  beginning  of  the  months  and  by  the  19th 
amounted  to  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred.     Gen. 
Moore  hearing  that  they  were  alTembling,  marched  with 
his  own  regiment,  and  all   the  militia  he  could  collect, 
Pck    about  1  ico  in   all,  to  an   important  poll  within  feven 
15.     miles  of  Crois  Creek,  which  he  fecured  on  the   15th. 
On  the  1 2th  they  marched  within  four  miles  of  him,  and 
%p.     fent  in,  by  a  flag  of  truce,  the  governor's  proclamation, 
a  manifefto,  and  a  letter  to  die  general,  which  he  an- 
fwercdf      That  and  the  following  night  they  crofled  the 

north- 
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Vorth-weft  river,  and  took  their  route  to  Negro  Head1 77& 
Point.  On  information  hereof  gen.  Moore  fent  an  ex- 
nrefs  to  col.  Cafwell,  who  was  upon  his  march  with  800 
men  to  join  him,  and  directed  him  how  to  proceed  upon 
the  occafion.  Colonels  Liilington  and  Afhe  were  ordered, 
f  poflible,  to  reinforce  him ;  and  if  they  could  not,  to  take 
porTeilion  of  Moore's  Creek  bridge.  The  general  pur- 
rued  the  enemy  j  but  did  not  come  up  with  them.  He 
propofed  getting  to  and  fecuring  the  bridge,  which  was 
about  ten  miles  from  them.  Want  of  horfes  occafioned 
a  delay ;  but  col.  Liilington  had  taken  his  (land  there 
juft  in  time,  and  the  next  afternoon  was  reinforced  by 
col.  Cafwell.  The  colonels  immediately  raifed  a  fmall 
bread  work,  and  deftroyed  part  of  the  bridge.  The 
nexc  morning  at  break  of  day,  an  alarm  gun  was  fired,  27, 
directly  after  which,  fcarcely  leaving  the  Americans  a 
moment  to  prepare,  the  enemy  with  capt.  McCleod 
at  their  head  (gen.  M'Donald  being  ill)  made  their 
attack.  Finding  a  fmall  intrenchment  next  the  bridge 
quite  empty,  they  concluded  that  the  Americans  had 
abandoned  their  poft,  and  in  the  moll  furious  manner 
advanced  within  thirty  paces  of  their  breaft  work  and 
artillery,  where  they  met  with  a  warm  reception.  Cap^ 
tains  M'Cleod  and  Campbell  fell  within  a  few  paces  of 
it  j  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  whole  army  was  put  to 
flight,  and  (hamefuily  abandoned  their  general,  who  was 
the  next  day  taken  prifoner.  They  loft  only  about  70 
killed  and  wounded.  The  Americans  had  only  two 
wounded,  one  of  whom  furvived.  The  conquerors 
took  13  waggons,  350  guns  and  fhot  bags,  about  150 
fwords  and  dirks,  and  1500  excellent  rifles.  The  joy 
this  conqueft  diffufed  among  the  North  Carolinians  is 
Vol.  II.  P  incon* 
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*776- inconceivable,  the  importance  of  it  being  heightened  by 
gen.  Clinton  and  lord  William  Campbell's  being  then 
at  Cape  Fear  in  fanguine  expectation  of  being  joined 
by  the  vanquifhed.  The  Americans  under  colonels 
Cafwell  and  Lillington  were  about  iooo  ftrong.  Parties 
of  men  have  been  difperfed  through  the  colony,  to  appre- 
hend fufpecled  perfons,  and  difarrn  ail  the  highlan< 
and  regulators  routed  in  the  battle,  who  are  difcharged 
if  privates,  but  the  officers  are  fecured.  It  was  but  a 
few  months  fmce  capt.  McCleod 

and  another  officer  took  a  folemn  oath  before  the  com- 
ittee  at  Newbern,  that  their  bufinefs  in  North  Caro- 
lina was  c  ly  tq  fee  their  friends  and  relations. 

In  South  Carolina^  when  the  recommendation  of  the 
continental  congrefs  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  form  of 
government  came  to  be  coniidered,  a  great  part  of  the 
provincial  congrefs  oppofed  the  meafure  \  it  had  fo  much 
the  appearance  of  an  eternal  reparation  from  a  country, 
by  a  reconciliation  with  which  many  yet  hoped  for  a  re- 
turn of  ancient  happinefs.  While  they  were  fufpended 
on  this  important  debate^  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Sa- 
vannah, with  the  act  of  parliament,  parTed  December 
2i,  1775,  confifcating  all  the  American  property  found 
floating  upon  the  water;  and  compelling  all  the  crews 
belonging  to  American  veilels,  without  diftin&ion  of 
perfons,  to  ferye  as  common  failors  in  the  Britifh  mips 
of  war.  By  this  act  they  confidered  all  the  colonifts 
from  New  Hampfhire  to  Georgia  inclufively,  as  thrown 
out  of  the  king's  protection.  The  timely  arrival  of  it 
turned  the  fcale,  filenced  all  who  were  advocates  for  a 
reconciliation,  and  produced  a  majority  for  an  indepen- 
dent conflitytion.     In  lefs  than  an  hour  after  the  act  was 

read 
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read  in  the  convention,  an  order  was  iflued  to  feize  for  ftf64 
the  public,  a  Jamaica  vefiel  laden  with  fugar,  which  had 
put  into  Charleftown  in  her  way  for  London  3  though 
fhe  had  the  day  before  obtained  leave  to  pafs  the  forts., 
and  meant  to  fail  in  the  afternoon.  Still  the  attachment 
of  numbers  to  Great  Britain  was  fo  ftrong,  that  though 
they  affeiited  to  the  eflabliihment  of  an  independent 
conftitution ;  yet  it  was  carried  after  a  long,  debate?  that 
it  is  only  to  exift  *?  till  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  colonies  fhall  *ake  place  *." 

The  transactions  in  Georgia  remain  to  be  related.  Gen* 
Howe  while  at  Bofton,    in  order  to  obtain  rice,  lent 
major  Grant  and  capt.  Maitland  with  four  tranlports  and 
200  marines  to  Savannah.     The  South  Carolina  con- 
grefs  having  timely  information,  commiiiloned  col.  Ste- 
phen Bull  to  act  in  aid  of  the  Georgians :  he  accord- 
ingly marched   a  body  to  their  arTiftance.     A  battery- 
erected,  which  tired  fmartly  upon  the  tranlports  on 
their  arrival  in  t'hc  harbour,     Upon  this  they  went  round 
ffl  ifland  in  the  night  to  get  at  forre  veffefs  going  to 
Great  Britain,     About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of^at 
March  the  third*  the  enemy,  by  coilufion  with  fhe  maf-     3* 
fers  and  others,  got  oa  board  tht&  ihips,  where  they 
attempted  to  conceal  themfelves.     But  knowledge  of  it 
bring  obtained,    300  men  were  immediately  marched 
oppofite  the  (hipping,  with  three  four-pounders,    and 
threw-  up  a  breafl  work.     Firing  between  both  parties 
v:zr  a  while  enfued.     At  length  it  was  determined  to 
burn  the  velTeiSj  and  orders  were  iiTued  £0   fire  the  In- 
vernefs  and  cut  her  looie ;  v/hich 'being  executed,  the 

'  Dr.  Ramfay's  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  q£  South  CtroJina, 
h  p.  §2,  md  onward, 
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'77^  marines  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  got  on  fhore  in  the 
marfTi,  while  the  riflemen  and  field  pieces  were  incef- 
fantly  galling  them.  The  (hipping  alfo  were  in  the  ut- 
moft dilbrder.  Some  got  up  the  river  under  cover  of 
an  armed  floop,  while  others  caught  the  flame,  and,  as 
they  paflfed  and  repaffed  with  the  tide,  were  the  fubjefl 
of  gratulation  and  applaufe.  Seven  loaded  veffels  were 
burnt,  and  the  intention  of  gen.  Howe  entirely  fruftrated. 
Philadelphia  will  detain  us  for  a  while.        Congrefs 

Jan«  refolved,  cc  That  to  exprefs  the  veneration  of  the  United 
Colonies  for  their  late  general,  Richard  Montgomery, 
and  the  deep  fenfe  they  entertain  of  the  many  flgnal  and 
important  fervices  of  that  gallant  officer ;  and  to  tranf- 
mit  to  future  ages,  as  examples  truly  worthy  of  imita- 
tion, his  patriotifm,  conduct,  boldnefs  of  enterprife,  in- 
fuperable  perfeverance,  and  contempt  of  danger  and 
death,  a  monument  be  procured  from  Paris,  or  any 
other  part  of  France,  with  an  infeription  facred  to  hif 
memory,  and  expreffive  of  his  amiable  character  ana 
heroic  atchievements ;  and  that  Dr.  Smith  be  defiredtc 
prepare  and  deliver  a  funeral  oration  in  honor  of  the  ge- 
neral, and  thofe  officers  and  ibldiers,  who  fo  magnani- 
mou fly  fought  and  fell  with  him  in  maintaining  the  prin- 
ciples of  American  liberty." 

They  ordered  gen.  Thomas  to  take  the  commanG 
of  the  troops  in  Canada ;  endeavoured  to  collect  go:: 
and  filver,  in  exchange  for  continental  bills  of  credit, 

Mar.  for  the  fcrvice  in  that  quarter ;  and  appointed  Dr.  Frank- 

zo*  lin,  Samuel  Chafe,  and  Charles  Carroll  efqrs.  coinmi:- 
fioners  to  form  a  union  between  the  people  of  the  Unitec 
Colonies  and  thofe  of  that  province.  They  left  Nc* 
York  in  the  beginning  of  April  on  their  way  thither. 

As 
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As  the  priefts  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  refufe  the  fa-  */?" 
craments  -to  thofe  of  the  Canadians,  who  are  deemed 
rebels,  and  as  it  operates  powerfully  againft  the  Ame- 
rican intereft,  a  prieft  is  gone  from  Maryland  to  perform 
all  the  needful  fervices  of  the  Romifh  religion.  Con- 
grefs  came  to  the  refolution,  u  That  the  inhabitants  of  23. 
thefe  colonies  be  permitted  to  fit  out  armed  veffels  to 
cruife  on  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies  f  and 
many  others  which  related  to  it.  They  took  notice,  in 
the  declaration  which  preceded  them,  of  the  act  of  par- 
liament parted  the  21ft  of  December.  This  act  has 
made  many  converts  to  independency  in  all  the  colonies. 
After  reading  gen.  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  19th,  in-  25. 
forming  congrefs  of  the  evacuation  of  Bolton,  they  or- 
dered thanks  to  be  prefented  to  him,  in  their  own  and 
in  the  name  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies 3  and  to 
the  officers  and  foldiers  under  his  command  -,  and  that 
a  medal  of  gold  be  ftruck  in  commemoration  of  the 
event,  and  prefented  to  his  excellency.  They  refolved  April 
to  admit  of  the  importation  of  any  goods  and  merchan-  & 
dife,  (if  not  of  the  growth,  production  or  manufac- 
ture of,  or  brought  from  any  country  under  the  domi- 
nion of  the  king  of  Great  Britain)  except  Eaft  India 
tea.  They  on  the  fame  day  determined,  cc  That  no  flaves 
be  imported  into  any  of  the  colonies."  They  ordered 
afpeech  to  be  delivered  to  capt.  White  Eyes,  whom 
they,  no  lefs  than  lord  Dunmore,  in  compliance  with 
the  expectation  of  the  Indian,  addrefied  with  a — "  bro- 
ther capt.  White  Eyes." 

The  difufe  of  tea  is  again  fafhionable  through  the 
United  Colonies.  It  became  fo  in  the  Mafiachufetts, 
foon  after  the  Eaft  India  company's  teas  were  deftroyed 
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*776-  on  December  the  16th,  1775.     Coffee,  which  j$  about 
nine-pence  (i'.eriing  the  pound,    is   fubftituted  by  vail 
numbers  for  the  once  favorite  herb  of  China  j  now  the 
more  readily  exploded  for  haying  been  the   accidental 
occafion  of  the  troubles  with  which  the  colonifts  are  ex- 
ercifed. 
Apr.       Dr.  Warrens  merit  obliges  me  to  mention,  that  the 
l*       lodge  of  Free  Mafons,  whereof  he  was  late  grand  matter, 
agreed  to  take  up  his  remains,  and  in  the  ufual  funeral 
folemnities  of  that  fociety  decently  to  inter  the  fame.  The 
fpot  where  he  was  buried,  was  pointed  out  with  thofe  at- 
tending circumftances  that  allured  them,  that  they  had 
gained  the  poiTefiion  thereof  though  confiding  of  bones 
p      only;  which  were  honorably  interred  inBofton,  being  at- 
tended   by  a  grand  proceflion  of  the  fociety,    accom- 
panied by  a  crowd  of  fpeclators. 

Commodore  Ezekiel  Hopkins's  naval  expedition  is 
the  iaft  article  of  intelligence  to  be  related.     The  fleet 
con  lifted  of  two  (hips,  two  brigs,  and  a  Hoop,  all  armed 
and  well   manned,  including  better  than   200  marines. 
Feb.   Qn  the  17th  of  February  they  left  Cape  Henlopen,  and 
after  a  pleafant  paffage  of  fifteen  days,  came  to  an  anchor 
off  the   if/and  Abacco,  about  feyenteen  leagues  from 
New  Providence,  which  gave  the  commodore  an  op- 
portunity of  inquiring  into  the  flate  of  the  laft  ifland,  and 
of  learning  that  it  was  well  fupplied  with  warlike  ftores* 
on  which  it  was  deemed  a  proper  object.     The  marines 
were  embarked  on  board  fome  fmall  velTels  belonging  to 
New  Providence,  which  had  been  taken  -,  and  the  whole 
failed  .Saturday  evening,  March  the  2d ;  the  next  morn- 
ing all  the  men  were  landed  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland. 

They  were  marched  toward  the  fort  built  about  half 
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*  ay  between  the  landing  and  town.     Upon  their  ap-  1776. 
proaching  it,  the  garrifon  fired  upon  them  ;  then  fpiked 
up  the  cannon,  and  retired  to  the  fort  within  the  town.  Mar. 
The  Americans  took  poffeffion  of  that  which  had  been     3° 
abandoned,  and  flayed  there  the  whole  night  to  refreih 
thsmlelves.     The  next  morning  they  marched  forward 
to  the  town,  and  entered  it  without  meeting  any  inter- 
ruption.    The  officer  went  to  the  governor,   and  de- 
manded the  keys  of  the  fort,  which  were  immediately 
given.     Upon  taking  polTelTion  of  it,  he  found  40  can- 
non mounted  and  well  loaded,  befide  a  great  quantity 
of  (hot  and  ihells,  with  15  brafs  mortars,  but  miffed  ©f 
the  grand  article,  150  calks  of  powder,  which  the  go- 
vernor carefully  fent  off  the  night  before.     They  re- 
mained on  the  ifland,  till  they  had  gotten  all  the  ffores  on 
board  die  fleet,  and  then  the  whole  todk  their  depar- 
ture on  the  17  th.     They  brought  away  with  them  go-   17. 
vernor  Montford  Brown,  the  lieut.  governor,  and  a  coun- 
feilor. 

The  fleet  fell  in  with  a  Britifh  fchooner,  on  the  eaft  AprU 
end  of  Long  Ifland,  and  took  her.     The  next  day  they    *• 
took  a  bomb  brig  of  eight  guns  and  two  howitzers,  ten 
fwivels  and  forty-eight  men,  well  found  with  all  forts  of 
ftores,  arms,  powder,  &rc.     On  the  6th,  about  one  in     $, 
the  morning,  they  fell  in  with  his  majefty's  (hip   the 
Glafgow  (of  twenty  nine  pounders  and  150  men)  and 
her  tender.     At  half  pad  two,  the  Cabot  brigantine, 
capt.  Hopkins,  jun.   came  up  with  the  Glafgow,  and 
upon  finding  who  me  was,  immediately  fired  her  broad- 
fide  ;  when  the  Glafgow  made  her  a  return  of  two-fold, 
and  with  the  weight  of  her  metal  damaged  her  fo  much 
in  her  hull  and  rigging,  as  obliged  her  to  retire  for  a 
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while  to  refit.  On  her  retiring,  the  Alfred  of  twenty 
nine  pounders  on  the  lower,  and  fix  ten  pounders  on  the 
upper  deck,  commanded  by  the  commodore,  capt. 
Hopkins,  fen.  came  up  and  engaged  the  O  rgow  for 
three  glalles,  as  hot  as  poffible  on  both  fides.  While 
thus  engaged,  the  Columbus,  capt.  Whipple,  of  eighteen 
nine  pounders  on  the  lower,  and  ten  fix  pounders 
on  the  upper  deck,  ran  under  the  Glafgow's  item,  raked 
her  as  fhe  paiTed,  and  then  luft  on  her  lee-beam,  while 
the  Annadona  brig  of  fixteen  fix  pounders,  took  her 
ftation  on  the  larboard  quarter  of  the  Glafgow;  the 
Providence  floop  of  twelve  fix  pounders  altered  her  fta- 
tion occafionally.  By  day  light  the  ftation  of  the  Ame- 
'  rican  veffels  was  changed,  as  the  two  mips  had  dropt 
on  each  quarter  of  the  Glafgow,  while  one  of  the  brigs 
kept  aftern,  giving  a  continual  fire.  Capt.  Tyringham 
Howe,  of  the  Glafgow,  perceiving  the  force  of  the  Ame- 
rican fleet,  feemingly  increafed  by  a  large  fhip  and  a 
fnow,  which  kept  to  windward  as  foon  as  the  action  be- 
gan, and  difcerning  none  of  capt.  Wallace's  fleet  to  af- 
ford him  the  profpect  of  fupport,  very  prudently  made 
all  the  fail  he  could  crowd,  and  flood  in  for  Newport. 
The  bravery  of  capt.  Howe's  behaviour  is  to  be  com- 
mended. That  he  fhould  have  efcaped  from  a  force, 
fo  much  fuperior  when  united,  does  not  give  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  Americans,  and  is  imputed  to  fome  failure 
in  conduct  or  courage  on  the  fide  of  their  commanders. 
Commodore  Hopkins,  in  his  account  of  the  action,  has 
written,  Cf  We  received  a  confiderable  damage  in  our 
fhip,  but  the  greateft  was  in  having  our  wheel  rope  and 
blocks  fhot  away,  which  gave  the  Glafgow  time  to  make 
fail,  and  I  did  not  think  proper  to  follow,  as  it  would 

have 
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have  brought  on  an  a6Hon  with  the  whole  of  their  fleet,  i^fc 
and  I  had  upward  of  thirty  of  our  beft  feamen  on  board 
the  prizes :  I  therefore  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  give 
over  the  qhace,  and  fecure  our  prizes  -3  and  having  taken 
the  Glafgow's  tender,  arrived  the  feventh  with  all  the 
fleet** — ^-at  New  London.  The  congrefs  have  given  April 
orders,  "  that  the  cannon  and  fuch  other  ftores  as  are 
not  neceflary  for  the  fleet,  be  landed  and  left  at  New 
London ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  cannon  and  wheels  as 
gov.  Trumbull  fhall  direct,  may  be  employed  for  the 
defence  of  that  harbour.' ' 

Commodore  Hopkins  is  thought  not  to  have  followed 
his  inftru&ions ;  and  to  have  difpleafed  by  departing 
from  them.  The  Alfred  had  fix  men  killed  and  as  many 
wounded.  The  Cabot  had  four  men  killed  and  feven 
wounded,  the  captain  among  the  latter.  The  Colum- 
bus had  one  man  who  loft  his  arm.  The  Glafgow  had 
one  man  killed,  and  three  wounded  by  the  mufketry 
from  the  Americans.  The  main  damage  on  each  fide 
lay  in  the  hulls  and  rigging. 

Many  of  your  papers,  it  is  obferved^  are  very  liberal 
in  bellowing  upon  the  colonifts  the  appellation  of  re- 
bels, traitors,  cowards,  &c.  while  thofe  printed  on  this 
fide  the  Atlantic  are  calling  the  parties  employed  againft 
the  Americans  by  fea  and  land,  pirates,  banditti,  mini-, 
fterial  butchers,  butchering  aflaflins,  cut- throats,  thieves, 
&c.  Thefe  abufive  names  take  with  the  unthinking 
multitude,  whether  in  high  or  low  life,  and  fet  a  keener 
edge  upon  the  fpirit  of  party ;  but  are  productive  of 
much  cruelty,  and  tend  to  beget  a  rooted  antipathy. 
You  will  not  object  to  any  expence,  that  may  at- 
tend the  conveyance  of  this  letter  by  way  of  France, 

no 
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,-75,  no  other  fafe  one  offering  at  prefent.  My  correfpon- 
dent  there  will  cheerfully  undertake  the  care  of  any  you 
may  want  to  forward  to  America. 


LETTER      IV. 

London,  May  25,  1776. 

Friend  G. 

*"■  1 H  E  choice  of  peorge  Wafhington  efq-,  by  con- 
«*"  grefs,  to  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  American 
army,  is  adjudged  highly  prudent  by  the  firft  military 
characters  that  have  ferved  in  America,  and  who  con- 
jecture from  his  acceptance,  that  the  reduction  of  the 
colonies  by  an  armed  force  will  be  more  difficult  than  is 
generally  expected.  The  miniflers  of  Hate  however, 
are  bent  upon  making  the  attempt.  They  have  not  pro- 
fited by  the  Lexington  fkirmifhes,  nor  the  Breeds-hill 
battle.  It  would  be  happier  for  the  nation,  would  they 
copy  the  conduct  of  the  Spanifh  court,  toward  the  in- 
habitants of  Bifcay,  near  upon  a  hundred  and  fifty  years 
back.  In  1632,  the  court  laid  a  duty  upon  fait,  contrary 
to  the  privileges  of  the  people.  Upon  this  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Bilboa  rofe,  and  mafTacred  all  the  officers  ap- 
pointed to  collect  it,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  grand 

admiral.    Three  thoufand  troops  were  fent  to  puniih 

them 
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■n  for  rebellion:  thefe  they  fought,  and  totally  de-  1 77 5* 
fcuted,  driving  mod  of  them  into  the  fea,  which  dif- 
rouraged  the  court  from  purfuing  their  plan  of  taxation, 
and  induced  them  to  leave  thofe,  whom  they  had  con- 
iidered  in  a  flate  of  rebellion,  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  ancient  privileges  *.     It  is  thought,  that  a  treaty 
with  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  for  20,000  Ruffians,  was 
at  one  time  the  laft  year,  in  confiderable  forwardnefis  ; 
but  that  the  extreme  diftance  of  the  fervice,  the  diffi- 
culty of  recall,   the  little  probability  of  the  return  of 
many,  and  the  critical  (late  of  public  affairs  through 
Europe,  rendered  it  abortive,  after  the  moil  fanguine 
hopes  of  fuccefs. 

In  all  the  European  countries,  where  public  affairs  are  a 
fubjed  of  writing  or  converfation,  the  general  voice  is 
rather  favorable  to  the  Americans.  In  this  particularly, 
the  lower  clafs  of  people  are  adverfe  to  the  war.  They 
have  boldly  and  without  reftraint  condemned  the  con- 
duct of  their  rulers  in  terms  of  the  utmoft  acrimony. 
But  this  has  not  been  regarded,  other  than  as  it  has  ob- 
flrudtcd  the  recruiting  fervice,  which  never  proceeded 
fo  heavily  before.  The  reluctance  of  individuals  has 
been  finking  and  peculiar  :  they  have  not  only  refufed 
the  ufual  proffers  of  encouragement,  but  reprobated, 
with  indignation,  the  caufe  in  which  they  were  folicited 
to  engage,  and  exerted  themfelves  to  hinder  others  en- 
gaging. Neither  proteftants,  nor  catholics  in  any  num- 
ber, have  been  prevailed  upon  either  in  England  or  Ire- 
land, to  inlift  for  the  American  fervice,  though  the  boun- 
ties have  been  raifed^  and  the  ufual  ftandard  lowered, 
to  facilitate  the  levies.     The  recruiting  officers  have  de- 

*  Mr.  Adams's  Defence  of  the  American  Conftitutions,  p.  J 8. 

3  clared, 
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*775«  clared,  they  never  before  met  with  fo  many  mortifica- 
tions in  this  branch  of  military  bufinefs.  But  among 
the  higher  orders  of  men,  a  flrange  infenfibility  with  re- 
flect to  public  affairs  feemingly  prevailed.  The  ac- 
counts of  the  late  military  actions,  as  well  as  political 
proceedings  of  no  lefs  importance,  were  received  nearly 
with  as  much  indifference,  as  if  they  wholly  concerned 
other  nations  with  whom  we  were  fcarce  connected.  You 
muft  except  from  thefe  obfervations  the  people  of  North 
Britain,  who,  almoft  to  a  man,  fo  far  as  they  can  be  de- 
fcribed  under  any  particular  denomination,  not  only  ap- 
plauded, but  proffered  life  and  fortune  in  fupport  of 
the  prefent  meafures.  The  fame  approbation  was  alio 
given  and  affurances  made,  though  with  lefs  earneftnefs 
and  unanimity,  by  a  number  of  towns  in  England. 

The  lofs  of  the  American  commerce  was  not  gene- 
rally felt.  The  prodigious  remittances  of  corn  during 
the  Britifh  fcarcity,  and  the  larger  than  ufual  fums 
which  the  colonifls  were  enabled  to  pay  from  the  ad- 
vanced prices  of  various  articles,  thefe  together  occa- 
fioned  an  extraordinary  influx  of  money ;  while  an  un- 
ufual  demand  for  goods  and  manufactures  of  various 
forts,  from  different  parts  of  Europe,  produced  a  quick 
circulation  of  trade,  kept  up  the  fpirits  of  the  mer- 
cantile claffes,  and  prevented  their  complaining  for  want 
of  the  American  market.  Great  numbers  at  the  fame 
time  were  rendered  perfectly  unconcerned  at  what  had 
happened  in  America,  or  were  even  rejoiced,  becaufe 
of  the  benefits  they  were  receiving  from  the  conteft. 
The  war  being  carried  on  at  fuch  a  diftance,  gave  em- 
ployment and  emolument  to  an  amazing  number  of 
people  5  and  caufed  that  buftle  of  bufinefs  and  plenty  of 

caftj 
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caih,  which  checked  all  obfervation  of  deficiencies  in  177^. 
other  branches  of  traffic.  Add,  that  a  tribe  of  contrac- 
tors, dealers,  and  gamefters  in  flocks  and  money  tranf- 
a&ions,  were  themfelves  animated,  and  encouraged 
others  to  join  in  juflifying  and  fupporting  governmental 
meafures.  Hence,  that  apathy  which  has  been  noted ; 
and  which  continued  till  toward  the  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment. 

The  miniftry  gave  into  great  expences,  to  fupply  the 
army  at  Bofton  with  frefh  provifions  and  other  articles. 
It  is  faid,  that  five  thoufand  oxen,  and  fourteen  thou- 
fand  of  the  larger!  and  fatteft  fheep,  befide  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  hogs,  were  purchafed  and  fent  out  alive.  Vege- 
tables of  all  kinds  were  bought  up  in  incredible  quanti- 
ties. Ten  thoufand  butts  of  flrong  beer  were  fupplied 
by  two  brewers.  The  feemingly  trifling  necefTaries  of 
vegetables,  cafks  and  vinegar,  amount  in  two  diftincl: 
articles,  detached  from  the  general  comprehenfion  of 
other  provifions,  to  near  twenty-two  thoufand  pound : 
and  the  hay,  oats,  and  beans,  for  the  fingle  regiment  of 
light  cavalry  there,  amount  to  nearly  as  much.  To 
whatever  it  was  owing,  the  tranfports  were  not  ready  to 
fail,  till  the  year  was  far  fpent.  By  this  mean  they  were 
detained  on  the  coafts  by  contrary  winds,  or  toffed  about 
by  tempefts,  until  the  greater  part  of  their  live  cargoes 
of  hogs,  and  particularly  of  fheep,  perifhed,  fo  that  the 
channel  was  every  where  ftrowed  with  their  floating  car- 
cafes.  A  large  part  of  the  vegetables  mufl  alio  have 
been  deftroyed  by  exceffive  fermentation. 

The  retaliation  practifed  by  congrefs  in  cutting  off 
the  Britifh  fifheries  from  all  colonial  provifions  and  fup- 
phes,  threw  the  whole  bufinefs  upon  the  banks  and  coafts 

of 
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1775.  of  Newfoundland  into  the  greatefl  confufion,  and 
brought  diftrefs  upon  all  who  were  employed  by  fea  or 
land  in  that  quarter.  Inftead  of  profecuting  the  fervice 
they  went  upon,  many  of  the  ihips  were  conftrained  to 
make  the  belt  of  their  way  to  every  place  where  provi. 
fions  could  be  procured.  It  was  computed,  thfit  to  the 
value  of  a  full  half  million  fterling  was  left  in  the  bowels 
of  the  deep,  and  for  ever  loft  to  mankind,  by  the  firft 
operation  of  the  ftfhery  bill. 
Sp  u  The  ftorm  which  happened  laft  September  the  nth, 
*J.  during  the  fifhing  feafon,  and  of  which  you  will  have 
received  fome  general  accounts,  may  probably  be  reck- 
oned by  the  Americans,  as  it  is  here  by  the  more  ferious 
of  thofe  who  favor  them,  a  providential  retaliation  of 
the  fupreme  Ruler  on  fuch  as  had  deprived  them,  by  a 
parliamentary  act,  of  that  fuftenance,  which  feemed  to 
be  given  them  as  their  peculiar  property.  Left  you 
fhould  not  have  had  the  particulars,  let  me  mention, 
that  a  mod  dreadful  tempeft,  of  a  particular  kind,  dis- 
charged itfelf  on  the  coafts  of  Newfoundland.  The  fea 
rofe  near  upon  thirty  feet  almoft  inftantly.  Above  fever; 
hundred  boats,  with  all  their  people,  perifhed,  and  eleven 
fliips  with  moil  of  their  crews.  At  Havre  de  Grace,  no 
fewer  than  three  hundred  boats  were  loft.  The  devalua- 
tion was  hardly  lefs  on  the  land ;  the  waters  broke  in 
beyond  their  ufual  bounds,  and  occafioned  vaft  deftruo 
rion.     The  fhores  preferred  a  fhocking  fpectacle. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the  meeting  of  parliament,- 
addreffes  were  poured  in  from  different  quarters,  con- 
demning the  conduct  of  the  Americans;  approving  of 
all  the  acts  of  government ;  and  in  general  recommend- 
ing a  perfeverance  in  the  fame,  until  the  colonies  fhall 

be 
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be  reduced  to  a  thorough  obedience.     Manchefter  dif-  x^^ 
tinguifhed  itfelf  by  taking  the  lead.     Thefe  addreftes 
neceffarily  implied  an  approbation  of  the  meaiure  that 
*as  then  in  execution,  viz.  the  fending  of  five  battalions 
of  Hanoverian  troops,    to  replace  the  like  number  of 
Britifh,  in  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca^  thereby 
to  increafe  the  force  in  America  with  the  addition  of  the 
litter.    The  electoral  regiments  failed  for  the  places  of 
deftination  the  firft  of  November. 
Petitions  of  a  contrary  tendency  to  the  addrefTes  were 
ented  from  feveral  places.     Great  bodies  of  Ameri- 
can, African  and  Weft-India  merchants,  with  a  majo- 
rity of  the   inhabitants  of  the  cities  of  London  and 
Briftol,  ftill  ftruggled  to  have  matters  reftored  to  their 
;ncient  ftate,  but  to  no  purpoie.     At  a  numerous  meet- 
ing of  the  freeholders  of  Middkfex,  after  agreeing  to 
;jilru&  their  members  in  behalf  of  public  liberty,  it 
was  moved  and  carried,  <c  that  a  letter  mould  be  ad- 
dreffed  from  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex  to  thofe  of 
Great  Britain."     The  tenor  of  it  is  in  favor  of  a  recon- 
ciliation with  America,  and  againfl  the  prolecution  of 
the  miniflerial  war.     Four  days  after,  the  lord  mayor,   2^ 
Mr.  Wilkes,  acquainted  the  livery  with  his  having  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  continental  congrefs,  which  was 
read  j  when  it  was  moved  and  palled  in  the  affirmative, 
1  that  a  letter  addreffed  from  the  livery  of  London  to 
the  electors  of  Great  Britain  fhould  be  read  y*  which  was 
done,  and  afterward  publifhed.     Three  days  before  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  an  event  took  place,  which  for 
awhile  engaged  the  public  attention.     Rumors  of  com- 
binations in  favor  of  the  Americans,  had  been  frequent, 
h  was  fuid,  that  they  were  privately  abetted  by  the  ad- 
vice 
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J775*  vice  and  correfpondence,  and  aflifted  by  the  purfes  of 
perfonages  of  high  rank  and  importance.  Thefe  re- 
ports fpread  much  alarm  through  the  nation,  and  exaf- 
perated  thofe  who  confidered  the  Americans  as  rebels, 
Hints  and  fufpicions  were  given  and  taken  5  and  at 
length  a  feeming  foundation  for  them  appeared,     Mr. 

°fr*  Sayrey  an  American  born*  and  a  banker  in  London,  wa9 
fecured ;  and  being  examined  before  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  Lord  Rochford,  and  confronted  by  his  accufer, 
was  committed  to  the  tower  for  high  treafon,  on  the  ri- 
diculous charge,  of  a  defign  of  feizing  his  majefty  at 
noon  day,  in  his  paiTage  to  the  houfe  of  peers  -,  of  con- 
veying him  a  prifoner  to  the  tower,  and  afterward  out  of 
the  kingdom ;  and  of  overturning  the  whole  form  of 
government,  by  bribing  a  few  fergeants  of  the  guards, 
who  were  alfo  to  bribe  their  men.  After  a  clofe  and 
fevere  confinement  of  five  days,  an  habeas  corpus  was 
granted,  and  he  was  brought  before  the  lord  chief  juftice 
of  the  king's  bench,  who  admitted  him  to  bail,  on  his 
own  fecurity,  in  the  trifling  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  that  of  two  fureties  in  as  much,  for  his  appearance 
to  anfwer  the  charge.  No  profecution  was  attempted, 
and  at  the  feflion  in  December  it  was  moved  to  have  his 
recognifance  difcharged,  which  was  granted  accordingly. 
The  fecretary  will  be  fued  for  illegal  imprifonment, 
though  it  is  thought  his  conduct  is  juftifiable  in  point  of 

26,  law.  His  majefty  opened  the  feflion  of  parliament  with 
a  fpeechj  which  propofed  fanguinary  meafures,  and 
charged  the  American  leaders  with  having  nothing  in 
view,  but  the  eftablifhment  of  an  independent  empire. 
It  fays,  "  I  have  received  the  moft  friendly  offers  of 
foreign  afliftance  j  and  if  I  (hall  make  any  treaties  in 

confe- 
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confequence  thereof,  they  fhall  be  laid  before  you.  And  x775« 
I  have,  in  teflimony  of  my  affection  for  my  people, 
lent  to  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  a 
part  of  my  electoral  troops,  that  a  larger  number  of  the 
eftablifhed  forces  of  this  kingdom,  may  be  applied  to 
the  maintenance  of  its  authority.  When  the  deluded 
multitude,  againfl  whom  this ,  force  will  be  directed, 
fhall  become  fenfible  of  their  error,  I  mail  be  ready  to 
receive  the  milled  with  tendernefs  and  mercy.  I  mall 
give  authority  to  certain  perfons  to  grant  general  or  par- 
ticular pardons  and  indemnities,  in  fuch  manner,  and  to 
fuch  perfons,  as  they  fnall  think  fit,  and  to  receive  the 
lubmifiion  of  any  province  which  (hall  be  difpofed  to  re- 
turn to  its  allegiance.  It  may  alio  be  proper  to  autho- 
rize the  perfons  fo  commiffioned  to  refcore  fuch  province, 
fo  returning  to  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exercife  of  its  trade 
and  commerce,  and  to  the  fame  protection  and  fecurity 
as  if  fuch  province  had  never  revolted."  When  an  ad- 
drefs  to  his  majefty  in  anlwer  to  the  fpeech,  had  been 
moved  and  feconded  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  lord 
John  Cavendiih  moved  for  an  amendment;  which  oCca- 
fioned  a  long  debate,  that  was  carried  on  with  the  ut- 
moft  ea.g-ernefs  and  unceafing  energy  on  both  fides.  The 
employment  of  foreign  troops  to  reduce  America,  was 
an  object  animadverted  upon  by  oppofition  with  peculiar 
violence  and  indignation. 

General  Conway,  though  in  place,  oppofed  adminif- 
tration  ;  and  condemned,  in  the  moil  decifive  terms,  the 
American  war,  declaring  it  to  be  cruel,  unneceiTary  and 
unnatural — calling  it  in  plain  terms,  a  butchery  of  his 
fellow  fubjects.  He  reprobated  every  idea  of  conquering 
America,  upon  all  the  grounds  of  juftice^  expediency,  and 

Vol.  II.  Ct  pra&i- 
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^77  ?•  practicability.     He  declared  in  the  mod  unreferved  terms 
againft  the  right  of  taxation,   and  wifhed  to  fee  the  de- 
claratory law  repealed  (though  it  had  paffed  under  his 
own    aufpices  when   in   adminiilration)    rather   than  it 
fhould  be  employed  to  colour  defigns,  the  moft  oppo- 
fite  to  the  intentions,  publicly  declared,  of  thofe  who 
fupported  it  in  parliament,  and  particularly  oppofite  to 
the  fuller!  declaration  of  his  own  at  the  time  of  his  moving 
it.     The  miniftry  made  as  good  a  defence  as  their  caufe 
would   admit  -,  and  pleaded,  cc  We  are  now  in  a  fix- 
ation which  doth  not  afford  a  pofiibility  of  receding  with- 
out fhame,  ruin  and  difgrace."     Lord  North  acknow- 
ledged, that  he  had  been   deceived  -,    that  he  did  no: 
imagine  that  all  America  would  have  armed  in  the  caufc. 
Adminiftration,  he  faid,  proceeded  upon  the  informa- 
tion they  had  received  :  if  other  gentlemen  were  in  poi- 
feillon  of  better,   why  did  they  not  communicate  it: 
Adminiilration  had  oppofite  information,  but  they  ad- 
hered to  that  which  came  from  perfons  whofe  intereil 
made   them  parties  with  the  inclinations  of  miniftry. 
That  which  they  neglected,  as  proceeding  from  miftaks 
or  a  wrong  bias,  they  now  find  to  have  been  the  trueft. 

The  fpace  of  a  whole  night  was  confumed  in  the  de- 
bates upon  the  royal  fpeech :  it  was  near  five  in  the 
morning  when  the  motion  made  by  the  oppofition  wfc 
rejected  by  278,  againft  108,  after  which  the  addreb 
was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  debate  on  the  addrefs 
aifo  long  and  warm.     The  duke  of  Grafton  fuddenly 
and  unexpectedly  quitted  adminiftration.     He  went  into 
'  a  decifive  condemnation  of  all  the  acts  of  government 

for  fome  time  paft  with  refpect  to  America,  as  well  as 

'   of 
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of  the  meafures  held  out  by  the  fpeech.  He  declared,  x775« 
that  he  had  been  deceived  and  miffed  upon  that  fub- 
jecl:  -,  and  that,  by  the  withholding  of  information  and 
mifreprefentment  of  facts,  he  had  been  induced  to 
iend  his  countenance  to  meafures  which  he  never  ap- 
proved ;  and  that  he  was  blindly  led  to  give  a  fupport 
to  the  one  of  coercing  America,  from  a  firm  perfuaficn, 
held  out,  that  matters  would  never  come  to  an  extre- 
mity of  that  nature,  and  that  an  appearance  of  coercion 

is  all  that  was  requifite  to  eftablifh  a  reconciliation. 
He  afTerted,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a  total  repeal  of  all 

•  American  laws,  which  had  been  pafiefd  fmce  1763, 
could  now  reilore  peace  and  happlneis.     The  lords  in 

miniftration  did  not  deny  the  imperfectnefs  of  their 
information  In.  fome  matters,  but  pleaded  the  imprac- 
ticability of  obtaining:  fuch  knowledge  as  might  have 
prevented  fever al  difappointments.  They  were  obliged 
to  depend   upon  the  fagacity  and  ment  of  thofe 

v/hom  they  fruited.  They  had  taken  all  pofiibie  pains 
to  proceed  upon  fare  grounds.  It  would  be  unjuil  to 
make  them  anfwerable  for  failures,  which  were  occasi- 
oned by  events  totally  unexpected  by  the  fhrewdeft  per- 
fons  upon  the  fpot:  to  fuch  alone  muftbe  attributed  the 
general  want  of  fuccefs  in  the  plans  purfued  in  the  courfe 
ot  the  prefent  year.  There  were  two  remarkable  in- 
ftances  of  this  kind ;  the  one  was  the  total  alteration  of 
c:rcumftances  in  the  province  of  New  York  \  the  other 
wfc  the  implicit  acquiefcence  of  the  fouthern  colonies 
m  the  views  and  arrangements  of  the  northern.  Thefe 
were  events  that  accelerated  with  irrefiftible  rapidity  the 
revolution  of  affairs  through  the  continent,  and  equally 
iurpnfed  the  miniflry,  who  from  their  intelligence,  could 

Qji  be 
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T77v  be  ntowife  apprehenfive  of  fuch  an  unhappy  turn.  The 
defection  of  New  York  they  imputed  to  its  being  com- 
pelled into  meafures,  by  the  Connecticut  infurgents, 
which  the  people  there  would  never  have  otherwife  adopt- 
ed. They  pleaded,  cc  We  muft  either  reduce  the  colo- 
nies to  IbbmifTion,  or  for  ever  relinquish  all  dominion 

er  them,  and  all  advantage  from  North  America." 
The  motion  for  the  addrefs  was  at  length  carried  by  76 
votes  againft  13-  But  a  proteft  againft  it  was  drav.7 
.  up,  and  figned  by  nineteen  peers.  In  that  they  con- 
demned the  war  commenced  againft  America,  with  the 
utmoft  freedom  and  afperity ;  and  alfo  cenfured  with 
equal  feverity,  the  employing  of  foreign  troops,  and  va- 
rious other  parts  of  the  minifterial  conduct. 

As  none  of  the  meafures  adopted  by  adminiftratio: 
gave  more  umbrage  than  the  employment  of  the  Ha- 
noverian troops,  oppofition  determined  to  bring  it  be- 
fore parliament,  in  the  molt  folemn  and  ferious  man- 
ner.    A  motion  was  accordingly  made  in  the  houle  oi 
lords,  declaring  that  to  employ  foreign  troops,  without 
the  previous  confent  of  parliament,  was  dangerous  \ 
uncohftkutiohal,  as  being  clearly  againft  law.     In  the 
debate  which  followed,  various  arguments  were  ufed  for 
and   againft  the  legality  of  introducing  foreign  force- 
into  the  kingdom  or  its  dependencies,  without  confer,: 
of  parliament.      As  an  act  of  indemnity  would  hi 
been  a  recognifance  of  its  illegality,  it  was   ftudk 
warded  off,  as  well  as  the  motion  itfelf,  which  was  de- 
feated by  the  previous  queftion,  carried  by  a  majoritj 
of  75  to  32.     In  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  deb. 
on  this  fubject  were  no  iefs  elaborate,  and  confined  oi 

much  the  fame  reafonings.     The  motion  was  fimilar  to 

that 
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that  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  was  loft  in  like  manner,  1775. 
g j  for,  and  203  againft  it.  Thus  was  a  queftion,  of 
which  the  magnitude  is  equal  to  that  of  any  other  fun- 
damental point  in  the  conftitution,  put  off  to  future  de  - 
cifion.  While  it  was  in  agitation,  an  incomparable  ma- 
jority of  the  public  agreed  in  the  opinion  adopted  by 
the  oppofition.  However  they  might  differ  concerning 
meafures  to  be  purfued  reflecting  America,  they  cordi- 
ally united  with  them  in  condemning  the  admiflion  of 
foreign  troops  into  the  kingdom,  or  its  dependencies, 
without  the  exprefs  affent  of  parliament. 

That  the  deiigns  of  the  Americans  might  be  com- 
pletely fr unrated,  it  was  propofed  in  a  committee  of 
fupply,  that  the  naval  eftablifhment  of  failors  and  ma- 
rines, fhould  be  augmented  to  28,000  men ;  and  that 
the  number  of  mips  of  war  on  the  American  ftation 
fhould  amount  to  eighty.  The  land  forces  were  to  confifl 
of  25,000  of  the  felecteft  troops  in  the  fervice.  Thefe  for- 
midable preparations  called  up  the  attention  of  feveral 
principal  members  in  the  oppofition.  In  order,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  render  the  operations  of  war  unneceffary,  it  was 
propofed  to  facilitate  the  means  of  reconciliation.  To  Nov. 
this  purpofe,  Mr.  T.  Luttrell  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  7" 
his  majefty,  "  humbly  requeuing,  that  he  will  authorize 
the  commifiioners,  who  may  be  empowered  to  act  in 
America,  to  receive  propofals  for  conciliation  from  any 
general  convention,  or  congrefs,  or  other  collective  bo- 
dy, that  mail  be  found  moil  perfectly  to  convey  the  fen- 
timents  of  one  or  more  of  the  feveral  continental  colo- 
nies, fufpending  all  inquiry  into  the  legal  or  illegal  forms 
under  which  fuch  colony  or  colonies  may  be  difpofed 
to  treat,  as  the  moil  effectual  means  to  prevent  the  fur- 

Q^3  ther 
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1775.  ther  effufion  of  blood,  and  to  reconcile  the  honor  and  per- 
manent  interefr.  of  Great  Britain,  with  the  requifitic. 
of  his  majefty's  American  fubjecls."     The  motion  was 
feconded,  but  when  the  queftion  was  put,  it  palled  in 
thQ  negative  without  a  divifion.     Lord  Barrington,  in 
ftating  the  army  eftimates,  obferved  that  the  number  of 
effective  men  in  the  army  at  Bofton  by  the  laft  returns, 
was  74155  but  that  the  forces  in  America  were  aug- 
mented to  34  battalions,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  up- 
ward of  25,000  men.     This  augmentation  being  con- 
fiderable,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  fpeak  a  few  words 
on  the  fubject.     He  faid,  he  underftood  that  the  idea 
of  taxation  was  entirely  given  up,  and  that  being  the 
cafe,  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  fecure  the  conftiui- 
tional  dependence  of  that  country.     The  general  plan 
of  adminifcration,  he  believed  to  be,  firft,  to  arm  and 
fend  out  commiffioners ;    and  then  if  the  Americans 
fhould  continue  to  refill,  to  employ  againft  them  the  whole 
power   {cut   out   in  forcing  them  to   obedience.    His 
hint  about  the  idea  of  taxation  being  entirely  given  up, 
alarmed  many  gentlemen,  who  had  fupported  govern- 
ment in  their  coercive  meafures,  with  a  view,  and  in  a 
.  firm  perfuafion,  that  the  revenue  to  be  drawn  from  Ame- 
rica, would  in  a  proportionable  degree  leffen  their  own 
burdens. 

Neither  the  fecretary  of  ftate  who  received  the  con- 
greffional  petition  brought  by  governor  Penn,  nor  any 
other  minifter,  or  perfon  in  authority,  had  fmce  his  ar- 
rival propofed  a  fmgle  quefcion  to  him,  or  defired  the 
fmallefl  information  from  him.  This  circumflance  gave 
countenance  to  the  charge,  that  a  fyftem  had  been 
chalked  out  for   minifters,   which  they  were  obliged 

blindly 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  2J I 

blindly  to  purfue,  and  to  act  in,  merely  as  machines,  J775« 
without  being  at  liberty  to  form  an  opinion,  as  to  jus- 
tice, eligibility,  or  confequence.  The  duke  of  Rich-  Nov^ 
niond  procured  however  an  examination  of  governor 
Petm  before  the  houfe  of  lords.  It  appeared  from  his 
examination — That  congrefs  was  in  the  higher!  venera- 
tion imaginable  by  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men : — That 
he  believed  implicit  obedience  was  paid  to  their  refolu- 
tions  through  all  the  provinces : — That  in  Pennfylvania 
:?,ooo  effective  men  had  voluntarily  enrolled  themfelves 
to  enter  into  actual  fervice  if  necefiity  required ;  and 
that  among  them  were  perfons  of  the  moil  refpectable 
character  in  the  province  : — That  he  prefumed  the  ma- 
jor part  were  in  fiourifhing  fituations : — That  befide 
thefe  20,000,  there  were  4,000  minute-men,  whofe  duty 
was  pointed  out  by  their  defcription.  They  were  to  be 
ready  for  fervice  at  a  minute's  warning : — That  the 
Pennfylvanians  perfectly  understood  the  art  of  making 
gunpowder  : — That  they  had  made  that,  and  fak-petre : 
—That  the  art  of  cafting  cannon  had  been  carried  to 
great  perfection  : — That  fmall  arms  had  been  made  to 
as  great  a  degree  of  perfection  as  could  be  imagined  :— • 
That  the  Americans  were  equally  expert  with  the  Eu- 
ropeans in  fhip-building : — That  he  was  fore  the  lan- 
guage of  the  congrefs  expre fifed  the  fenfe  of  the  people 
of  America  in  general,  as  far  as  it  applied  to  PennfyL- 
vania  -,  and  for  the  other  provinces  he  affirmed  the  fame, 
though  from  information  only  : — That  the  petition  which 
he  had  prefented  to  the  king,  had  been  confidered  as  an 
olive  branch,  and  that  he  had  been  complimented  by  his 
friends  as  the  menenger  of  peace: — That  he  imagined 
the  Americans,  who  placed  much  reliance  on  the  peti- 

Q^4  tion^ 
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1775.  tion,  would  be  driven  to  defperation  by  its  non-fuccefs: 
— That  he  was  apprehenfive,  that  fooner  than  yield  to 
what  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  unjuft  claims  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  Americans  would  take  the  refolution  of  calling 
in  the  aid  of  foreign  afliftance  : — and  That,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  neglect  with  which  the  kit  petition  was  treated, 
would  induce  the  Americans  to  refign  all  hopes  of  pa- 
cific negotiations.     When  he  was  afterward  crofs-exa- 
mined,  he  anfwered  to  fome  queftions  put  to  him:— 
That  except  in  the  cafe  of  taxation,  he  apprehended, 
the  Americans  would  have  no  objection  to  acknowledge 
the  fovereignty  of  Great  Britain  : — That  he  knew  no- 
thing of  the  proceedings  of  the  congrefs,  they  were  ge- 
nerally tranfacled  under  the  feal  of  fecrecy  : — and  That 
in  cafe  a  formidable  force  mould  be  fent  over  to  Ame- 
rica in  fupport  of  government,  he  did  not  imagine  there 
were  many,  who  would  openly  profefs  fubmiiTion  to  the 
authority  of  parliament.      When  governor  Penn  had 
withdrawn,  the  duke  of  Richmond,  after  fpeaking  a  few 
words,  moved,  "  That  die  matter  of  the  American  pe- 
tition affords  ground  for  conciliation  of  the  unhappy  dif- 
ference lubfifting  between  the  mother  country  and  the 
colonies,    and  that  it    is   highly  neceffary  that  proper 
fteps  be  immediately  taken  for  attaining  fo  d eatable  an 
object."     After  a  long  and  violent  debate,  the  motion 
in  favor  of  the  petition  was  rejected,  by  a  divifion  of 
86,  againft  t>3->  including  proxies. 

The  houfe  of  commons  was  filled  with  no  lei's  alter- 
cation in  confequence  of  the  demands  for  the  fupplies 
on  account  of  the  American  war.  The  land-tax  was 
to  be  raifed  to  four  millings  in  the  pound.  This  aug- 
mentation occafioned  the  country  gentlemen  to  turn  their 

attention 
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attention  to  an  object  particularly  interefting  to  them-  177^. 
ielves.     They  had  fupported  coercive  meafures,  in  ex- 
pectation that  a  revenue  would  arife  from  the  colonies, 
to  leffen  the  weight  of  the  burdens  with  which  this  coun- 
try is  loaded.     Actuated  by  fuch  hope,  they  were  willing 
to  advance  money,  while  they  had  a  profpect  of  being 
relieved  from  exactions  in  future,  by  the  contributions 
to  be  drawn  from  America.     It  was  therefore  with  no 
fmall  furprife  and  concern,  that  they  obferved,  by  the 
language  of  miniflry,  that  the  idea  of  taxation  was  in  a 
manner    abandoned   as   inexpedient,    or   impracticable. 
They  declared,  that  if  that  effential  object  was  relin- 
quifhed,  they  alfo  mould  recede  from  their  intention  of 
^ranting  money  for  the  profecuting  of  a  conteft,  from 
which  no  fubflantial  benefits  were  to  be  derived;  and 
which  was  attended  with  an  expence,  that  nothing  but 
the  well-founded  expectation  of  large  pecuniary  future 
emoluments  could  encourage  them  to  fupport.     Thefe 
difcontents  of  the  landed  gentlemen  were  a  ferious  alarm 
to  miniflry.     The  only  method  of  pacifying  them  was 
a  folemn  aflurance,  that  the  intention  of  obtaining  a  re- 
venue from  America  had  never  been  dropped.     What- 
ever language  might  have  been  held  on  this  fubject,  no 
more  was  meant,  than  that  in  times  of  fo  much  trou- 
ble and  confufion,    it  was  not  advifable  to    mix   that 
with  other  caufes  of  diffenfion  and  clamor  in  the  colo- 
nies :  but,  though  abandoned  for  the  prefent,  the  idea 
fully  fubfifted  in  profpect.      This'  explanatory  ahfwer 
having  quieted  the  country  gentlemen,  the  land-tax  was 
fixed  at  four  {hillings  in  the  pound,  by  a  majority  of 
four  to  one. 

An 
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177*!  An  addrefs,  petition,  and  memorial,  has  been  tranf- 
mitted  from  the  reprefentatives  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the 
king  and  parliament,  in  confequence  of  the  minifler's 
conciliatory  propofition  during  the  laft  fefiion.  It  pro- 
pofes  the  railing  of  a  revenue  in  the  colony,  by  paying 
a  certain  fixed  fum  in  the  hundred  on  the  importation 
of  foreign  goods.  By  which  regulation  the  revenue  will 
always  bear  a  due  proportion  to  the  wealth  and  con- 
fumption  of  the  colony.  The  rate  of  this  duty  is  to  be 
afcertained  by  parliament,  and  to  remain  unalterably 
fixed :  the  only  future  regulation  to  be  allowed  is,  for 
making  the  duty  correfpond  with  the  comparative  value 
of  money  at  the  time  the  rates  are  fettled.  But  it  prays, 
"  that  when  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  may  require  any 
further  fupplies  from  this  province,  that  then  fuch  re- 
quifitions  may  be  made  in  the  ufual  manner  formerly 
practifed;"  by  which  the  petitioners  evidently  mean  to 
fecure  to  themfelves  the  right  of  granting  their  own 
money  in  all  fuch  exigencies.  It  alfo  contains  a  lift  of 
grievances  of  which  they  entreat  the  redrefs,  while  they 
intimate  the  necedity  of  fuch  redrefs  to  infure  a  perma- 
nent connection,  and  to  retain  the  affections  of  \te, 
people. 

As  the  petition  propofed  the  raifing  of  a  revenue  un- 
N  ,.  der  the  direction  of  parliament,  adminiflration  received 
15.  it;  and  on  the  day  appointed  the  hcufe  of  commons 
went  into  a  committee  upon  it ;  when  upon  the  motion 
of  lord  North  it  was  refolved,  cc  That  the  propofition 
in  the  petition  is  fit  to  be  accepted,  and  that  the  amount 
of  the  duty  fhould  be  eight  pounds  per  centum,  upon  all 
fuch  commodities  :" — that  on  the  formal  fe.ttlement  of 
this  matter,  all  other  taxes  and  duties  fhould  ccafe,  fuch 

only 
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only  excepted  as  regulated  commerce;  the  produce  o{*115* 
which  was  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  province : 
—and  that  a  direct  importation  into  Nova  Scotia,  of 
all  wines,  oranges,  lemons,  currants  and  raiiins,  from 
the  pbce  of  their  growth  and  produce,  mould  be  ad- 
mitted. A  fortnight  after,  the  refolutions  were  reported, 
with  a  view  to  frame  a  bill  agreeable  to  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners.  But  a  multiplicity  of  greater  objects 
en^a^ing  the  time  and  attention  of  the  rninifcers,  and 
further  confederation,  occalioned  a  total  relinquifhment 
of  this  bufmefs. 

The  rapidity  with  which  miniftry  carried  all  their  16. 
meafures,  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Burke's  moving  for  a 
conciliatory  bill.  The  motion  was  prefaced  by  a  peti- 
tion from  the  principal  clothing  towns  in  the  county  of 
Wilts;  and  that  was  intended  to  counteract  another, 
which  had  been  procured  for  a  contrary  purpofe,  and 
to  prevent  (in  the  petitioner's  words)  the  dreadful  effects 
which  might  arife  from  fuch  mifreprefentation  being  con- 
veyed to  parliament.  The  debate  that  followed  was 
not  terminated  till  four  in  the  morning,  when  the  pre- 
vious queftion  being  put,  the  motion  was  negatived  by 
a  majority  of  210,  to  105. 

Some  days  after,  the  bill  for  prohibiting  all  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  was  brought 
into  parliament.  You  will  have  received  it  long  before 
you  can  get  this  letter ;  and  muit  have  obferved,  that 
the  commiffioners,  whom  it  enables  the  crown  to  ap- 
point, have  only  the  power  of  fimply  granting  pardons, 
hut  are  not  authorized  to  inquire  into  grievances,  much 
lefs  to  offer  the  redrefs  of  them.  This  bill  roufed  im- 
mediately the  utrnoft  fury  of  oppofition  j  but  the  mi-. 

niftry 
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*77f*  niftry  were  prepared  to  meet  it  without  being  moved 
from  the  ground  they  had  taken.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
various  arguments  and  methods  of  reafoning  employed 
againft  the  bill,  no  few  farcafms  were  introduced.  Among 
others,  it  was  obferved  by  one  of  its  ftancheft  oppofers, 
that  the  guardian  genius  of  America  had  that  day  pre- 
fided  with  full  influence  in  the  midft  of  the  Britifh  coun- 
cils. He  had  infpired  the  meafures,  that  had  been  re- 
folved  upon  by  thofe  who  directed  the  affairs  of  the 
country.  They  were  evidently  calculated  to  anfwer  all 
the  purpofes,  which  the  moil  violent  Americans,  and 
their  moft  zealous  adherents  could  propofe,  by  induc- 
ing the  people  in  the  colonies  to  unite,  in  the  moil  in- 
flexible determination,  to  call:  off  all  dependence  on  this 
government,  and  to  eflablifh  a  free  and  independent 
ftate  of  their  own.  He  therefore  moved,  that  the  title 
of  the  bill  mould  be  altered,  and  worded  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  mould  exprefs  its  real  intent  and  meaning ;  in 
which  cafe  he  was  of  opinion,  it  mould  be  filled  a  bill 
for  carrying  more  effectually  into  execution  the  refolves 
of  congrefs.  After  a  long  and  vehement  altercation, 
the  motion  for  the  bill  was  carried,  by  192  votes  againft 
64. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  oppofition  to  the  bill  was 
no  lefs  keen  and  fevere.  It  was  reprobated  as  neither 
equitable,  expedient  or  politic.  This  bill  (it  was  laid) 
completes  the  meafure  of  that  feverity  which  refufes  to 
Men  to  the  reprefentations  of  a  people,  who  perfift  in 
fpite  of  ill  treatment,  to  call  themfelves  the  fubjecls  of 
Great  Britain  -,  and  who  implore  its  clemency  to  fufpend 
the  fword  lifted  to  ftrike  them,  till  one  more  hearing 
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In  the  courfe  of  this  famous  debate,  it  was  obferved  1115- 
by  a  great  law  lord,  that  the  queflion  of  original  right 
or  wrong,  was  not  fo  much  to  be  attended  to,  as  the 
indifpenfible  necefTity  of  felf-defence.  We  are  now  en- 
gaged in  a  war,  and  mud  exert  ourfelves  to  profecute 
it  with  fuccefs.  The  criticalnefs  of  our  circumftances 
compels  us  to  fight.  The  laconic  fpeech,  which  a  Scotch 
aeneral  in  the  army  of  Guilavus  Adolphus  made  to  his 
lbldiers,  is  precifely  applicable  to  cur  fituation.  PointT 
ing  to  the  enemy  he  faid,  "See  you  thofe  men,  kill 
them,  my  lads,  or  they  will  kill  you."  After  a  contefi 
which  tailed  till  midnight,  the  motion  for  the  commit- 
ment of  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  divifion  of  78  to  19. 

It  was  followed  by  a  proteil  of  unufual  length,  and 
great  energy,  wherein  it  underwent  a  fevere  fcrutiny. 
A  minute  inveftigation  was  made  of  every  obnoxious 
part,  and  no  cenlures  were  fpared  of  which  it  was  thought 
.deferving.  The  protefting  peers  were  Richmond,  Pon- 
fonby,  Fitz william,  Abergavenny,  Rockingham,  Ched- 
worth,  Abingdon,  and  Manchefler.  We  dilTent,  fay 
they,  in  one  place,  cc  Becaufe  we  reject  with  indignation 
that  claufe  of  this  bill,  which  by  a  refinement  in  tyran- 
ny, and  in  a  fentence  worfe  than  death,  obliges  the  un- 
happy men,  who  fhall  be  made  captives  in  this  preda- 
tory war,  to  bear  arms  againil  their  families,  kindred 
friends  and  country  j  and,  after  being  plundered  them- 
felves,  to  become  accomplices  in  plundering  their  bre- 
thren." His  majeily  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  2r. 
gave  his  afifent  to  the  above  bill  j  and  to  others  at  the 
fame  time. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  upon  the  American  bufi- 
nefs,  the  great  importance  of  the  colonies  to  the  mother 

country 
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1775.  country  was  urged,  by  the  miniftry,  as  a  reafon  for  exerting 
the  force  of  the  nation  in  order  to  reduce  them  to  obedi- 
ence, though  upon  other  occafions  they  had  been  fpoken 
of  as  little  confequence.  That  this  reduction  might  be  the 
fooner  and  more  effectually  fecured,  the  ftates-general  welt 
foliated,  by  a  letter  of  his  majefly's  own  hand- writing, 
to  difpofe  of  their  Scotch  brigade,  to  ferve  againft  the 
Americans  the  enfuing  campaign.  The  requeft  however 
was  not  granted.  The  opinion  given  by  J  oh  an  Berk  1 
der  Ctrppelfey  in  the  affembly  of  the  ftates  of  Overyffel, 
was  pointedly  againft  it.  When  entered  upon  his  laft 
obfervation,  he  fays,  "  Though  not  as  principals,  yet 
as  auxiliaries,  our  troops  would  be  employed  toward 
fupprefling  (what  fome  pleafe  to  call)  a  rebellion  in  the 
American  colonies ;  for  which  purpofe  I  would  rather 
fee  JanifTaries  hired,  than  troops  of  a  free  ftate.,, 

"  In  what  an  odious  light  muft  this  unnatural  civil 
war  appear  to  all  Europe  5  a  war  in  which  even  favages 
(if  credit  can  be  given  to  news-paper  information)  re- 
fufe  to  engage :  more  odious  Hill  would  it  appear  for  a 
people  to  take  a  part  therein,  who  were  themfelves  once 
flaves,  bore  that  hateful  name,  but  at  laft  had  fpirit  to 
fight  themfelves  free.  But  above  all,  it  muft  appear  fu- 
perlatively  deteftable  to  me,  who  think  the  Americans 
worthy  of  every  man's  efteem,  and  look  on  them  as  a 
brave  people,  defending  in  a  becoming,  manly,  and  re- 
ligious manner,  thofe  rights,  which  as  men  they  derive 
from  God,  not  from  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain/' 

"  Their  mode  of  proceeding  will,  I  hope,  ferve  as  an 
example  to  every  nation  deprived  by  any  means  of  its 
privileges  :  yet  fortunate  enough  in  being  able  to  make 
fuitable  efforts  toward  retaining  or  regaining  them." 

4  But 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  ^39 

But  though  his  majefty's  requeft  to  their  high  mighti-  1775. 
neffes  was  not  complied  with,  his  mefilige  to  the  par- 
liament of  Ireland  had  met  with  fuccefs,  and  they  had 
voted  on  the  25th  of  November,  iC  that  4000  troops 
out  of  the  1 2000  voted  for  the  defence  of  that  kingdom, 
be  fpared  for  his  majefty^s  fervice  abroad,  (the  meffagfc 
had  mentioned  America)  the  fame  to  be  no  charge  to 
Ireland  after  quitting  the  kingdom."  But  they  declined 
voting,  "  that  4000  proteftant  troops  be  received  to  re- 
place tr  like  number  fent  abroad  ;  thefe  likewife  to  be 
no  charge  to  Ireland  j"  which  propofittbn  was  alio  con- 
tained in  the  meffage. 

Sir  Peter  Parker  and  Earl  Cornwallis,  with  the  Acleon  Dec 
and  Thunder  bomb,  failed  from  Portfmouth  for  Corke,  2Cj* 
to  convGy  the  troops  and  tranfpprts  there  to  America. 
The  Acleon  put  into  Falmouth,  and  took  on  board  col. 
Ethan  Allen  and  his  fellow  prifoners,  who  had  been 
confined  in  Pendennis  Caltle,   Cornwall :  from  whence 
they  were  removed  by  direction  of  government,  upon  a 
difcovery,  that  there  "was  an  intention  of  bringing  them 
before  the  proper  magiflrate,  by  the  habeas  corpus  act, 
in  order  to  afcertain,  whether  they  were  legally  charge- 
able with  any  crime,  that  could  warrant  their  confine- 
ment.   No  afliftance  was  given  to  Allen  in  England ; 
but  when  the  fhip  arrived  at  Corke,  a  fubfeription  for 
him  was  begun  in  Ireland,  and  an  ample  fupply  of  ne- 
ceffaries  given  him,  of  which  he  and  his  friends  were  in 
great  need.     About  the  20th  of  January,  the  fleet  and      ^ 
tranfports  were  ready  to  fail ;  but  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  doubting  his  power  of  permitting  the  troops  to 
go,  a  claufe,  giving  particular  leave  on  this  occafion, 
was  inferted  in  one  of  the  Irifli  bills.     When  the  bill 

came 
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J7/6'  came  to  England,  the  claufe  was  ftruck  out  upon  the 
idea,  <c  that  the  king  had  a  right  by  his  prerogative  to 
fend  the  troops."  The  lord  lieutenant  flill  retaining  his 
doubts,  the  claufe  was  inferted  in  another  bill,  which 
was  hurried  through  with  ail  poffible  difpatch.  But  {, 
much  time  was  loft  by  this  affair,  that  it  was  the  13th 

Feb.  of  February  before  the  fleet  could  fail.  It  confiftedof 
forty-three  fail,  and  about  2500  troops.  On  the  1 8th 
they  met  with  a  terrible  ftorm  that  difperfed  them. 
Some  of  the  tranfports  put  back  to  Corke,  others  got 
into  Plymouth,  Portfmouth,  and  the  Weftern  ports. 
The  Carcafs  bomb  got  into  Portfmouth:  when  fhe  parted 
with  Sir  Peter  he  had  only  twenty-five  fail  with  him.  It 
is  generally  thought,  he  is  defcined  for  the  middle  or 
fouthem  colonies. 

A  fingle  rifleman  taken  prifoner  and  brought  over  to 
England,  being  carried  before  the  mayor  to  be  examin- 
ed, was  difmiffed ;  as  no  crime  was  charged  upon  him; 
of  which  that  magiftrate  could  take  cognizance. 

His  majefly  having  entered  into  treaty  with  the  land* 
grave  of  Heje-Cq/Jel3  the  duke  of  Brunfwick ,  and  other 
German  princes,  for  17000  men,  to  be  employed  in  Ame- 
29#  rica,  Lord  North  moved,  cc  that  thefe  treaties  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  fupply."  The  troops  were 
reprefented  as  equal  to  any  in  Europe  for  the  regularity 
of  their  difcipline :  and  one  reafon  affigned  for  hiring 
them,  was,  that  men  could  be  more  readily  had  that  way 
than  by  recruiting  at  home,  and  upon  the  whole  on 
cheaper  terms.  But  the  meafure  of  employing  foreign 
auxiliaries  was  reprobated  in  all  its  parts  by  oppofition: 
however,  after  debating  till  pad  two  in  the  morning,  his 
lordfhip's  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  242  to 
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gg.    When  the  treaties  came  before  the  houfe  of  lords,  r7?6» 
they  met  with  equal  oppofition.     The  duke  of  Rich-  Mar. 
inond  moved  for  ail  addrefs  to  the  king,  requesting  him 
to  countermand  the  march  of  the  German  auxiliaries, 
and  to  give  immediate  orders  for  a  iulpenfion  of  hoili- 
lities  in  America,  in  order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a 
treaty,  to  cornpofe  the  differences  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  colonies.     He  took  an  hiftorical  view  of  the 
treaties  between  the  Britifh  and  Hefrian  court  for  many 
years  pafl ;  mowing  that  this  had  gradually  rifen  in  its 
demands,  in  every  fueceflive  treaty.     The  prefent  was 
laid  to  have  exceeded  all  the  former  in  the  exorbitancy 
of  its  conditions*     He  arTerted,  from  the  calculations 
he  had  made,  that  the  body  of  17,300  foreigners,  taken 
into  Britifh  pay,  would,  including  all  contingencies,  oc- 
cafion  an  expence  of  no  iefs  than  1,500,000!.  within  the 
eourfe  of  a  twelve  month.     It  was  faid  in  the  debates—* 
The  colonies  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  horrors  of  wir* 
and  to  be  treated  as  a  nation  from  which  we  have  expe-» 
rienced  every  kind  of  contumelious  ufage.     Unprovided 
with  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  for  the  cruel  purpofes 
defigned,  or  unable  to  prevail  upon  the  natives  of  this 
country  to  lend   their  hands  to  fuch  a Tanguinary  bufi- 
nefs,  minifters  have  applied  to  thofe  foreign  princes  who 
trade  in  human  blood,  and  hired  armies  of  mercenaries 
tor  the  work  of  destruction.     An  army  of  foreigners  is 
now  to  be  introduced  into  the  Britifh  dominions,  not  to 
protect  them  from  invafion,  not  to  deliver  them  from 
the  ravages  of  an  hoftile  army,  but  to  afliit  one  half  of 
the  inhabitants  in  mafTacring  the  other.     This  foreign 
connection  will  be  productive  of  the.  mod  fatal  events. 
Hitherto  this  unhappy  difpute  has  been  confined  to  the 
Vol.  II,  R    ,  people 


24-  THE      HISTORY      OF      THE 

lH6'  people  of  the  Britiih.  empire:  the  colonies  have  not 
fhown  a  difpofition  for  the  calling  in  of  any  other  nation 
as  an  umpire.  They  apparently  depend  upon  them- 
felves  for  its  fupport  and  termination ;  and  do  not,  in 
all  probability,  imagine  that  we  can  be  fo  imprudent  as 
to  afibciate  others  to  our  domeilic  feuds.  But  when 
they  fee  that  we  have  a  recourfe  to  this  odious  expedi- 
ent, they  will  no  longer  think  themfelves  bound  to  Hand 
fingly  in  the  conteft :  they  will  after  our  example  apply 
to  ftrangers  for  affiftance.  They  will  connect  themfelves 
with  fuch,  as  inftead  of  requiring  fubfidies,  will  iupply 
them  with  men  and  money — fuch  as  will  efpoufe  their 
quarrel,  not  from  mercenary  motives ;.  but  from  holtile 
confiderations  to  this  country,  from  ancient  habits  of 
inveteracy,  from  a  thirft  of  revenge  for  the  lories  and 
humiliations  occafioned  by  our  arms. 

The  plea  of  neceffity  was  the  conftant  fhield  with 
v/hich  the  miniftry  covered  all  the  meafures  that  had  been 
lately  adopted.  But  with  regard  to  the  preknt,  they 
aiTerted — Treating  with  foreign  princes  for  the  loan  of 
their  troops,  is  far  from  being  detrimental ;  the  terms 
are  not  exorbitant,  confidering  how  indiipenfibly  they 
were  known  to  be  wanted,  the  extraordinary  fervice  they 
are  to  go  upon,  the  lands  and  feas  they  are  to  traverle 
in  going  forth  and  coming  home,  and  the  great  uncer- 
tainty of  their  return.  The  computation  of  the  expence; 
attending  them  are  over-rated.  But  had  the  expence  been 
greater,  the  emergency  is  fuch  that  we  mult  have  com- 
plied with  any  terms  demanded.  The  Americans  have 
thrown  themfelves  out  of  our  protection,  and  are  become 
ftrangers  ;  fo  that  we  (hould  not  fcruple  to  employ  againtf 
them,   both   our  own   forces  and  thofe  of  our  allies. 

lift 
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Little  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  countenance  that  1Tfi* 
foreign  powers  may  give  to   America :  it  is  fo  evident-, 
that  their  plained  intereft  militates  againft  their  under- 
taking the  defence  of  the  colonies,  that  it  is  not  a  ftrb- 
ject  deferving  of  difcuflion. 

After  violent  debates,  the  queftion  was  Carried  in  favor 
of  miniftry  by  100  votes  to  32.  Eut  not  without  a 
proteft,  wherein  the  lords  fay,  cc  We  have  reafjn  to  ap- 
prehend, that  when  the  colonies  come  to  underfland, 
that  Great  Britain  is  forming  alliances  and  hiring  foreign 
troops  for  their  deftrucYion,  they  may  think  they  are 
well  juftified,  by  the  example,  in  endeavouring  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  like  aiTrftance  ;  and  that  France,  Spain, 
Pruftia,  or  other  powers  of  Europe,  may  think  they 
have  as  good  a  right  as  HerTe,  Brunlwick,  and  Hanau, 
to  interfere  in  our  domeftic  quarrels. "  When  this  bufi- 
nefs  was  decided,  another  came  on,  which  occafioned 
no  lefs  ferment.  The  fecretary  of  war  gave  notice,  that  Mar* 
the  fum  of  845,000!.  would  be  neceffary  to  defray  the 
extraordinary  expences  from  the  commencement  of 
March  the  preceding  year,  to  the  end  of  laft  January. 
This  information  excited  one  of  the  moft  violent  ftorms 
of  oppofition  ever  known.  "  Never,  (faid  they)  was  fo 
vafl  a  demand  for  contingent  expences  incurred  in  fo 
fhort  a  time."  From  the  various  calculations  made  on 
this  occafion,  they  inferred,  that  no  lefs  than  one  hun- 
dred pounds  a  man  had  been  expended  on  the  garrifon 
of  Bofton,  within  lefs  than  the  term  of  a  year ;  durinp-- 
which  time,  they  had  been  reduced  to  great  extremities, 
through  want  of  provifions ;  and  had  endured  a  variety 
of  wretchednefs.  The  miniftry,  though  affailed  with 
much  vehemence,  flood  their  ground  upon  the  ao-pro- 

R  2  batioa 
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5.776.  bation  and  authority  of  parliament.     They  argued-^Aj 
to  the  expenditure  of  thofe  fums,  which  are  loaded  with 
heavy  cenfures,  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  the  ope- 
rations they  were  employed   in,   were   numerous  and 
chargeable ;    and  that  the  various  undertakings  which 
had  been  refolved  upon,  v/ere  of  fo  novel  and  difficult  a 
nature,  as  to  require  the  mod;  refolute  exertions,  and  the 
mod  liberal  fupport.     The  MafTachufetts  had  exercifed 
that  refiftance  for  which,  not  imagining  it  would  have 
been  carried  to  fuch  extremities,  they  had  not  made  an 
adequate  preparation :  but  now  that  nothing  lefs  than 
the  moft  daring  and  flubborn  oppofition  was  expected 
from  the  colonifts,  they  mould  no  longer  withhold  their 
ftrength ;  but  mould  put  it  forth  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
would  fhow  that  Britain  was  fully  able  to  crufh  them. 
A  fefiion  or  two  more  of  firmnefs  and  vigor,  would 
bring  about  an  alteration  of  affairs,  and  make  the  colo- 
nies repent  of  the  provocations  they  had  given  to  this 
country.     The  motion  for  the  fupply  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  180  to  57, 
Mar.       A  frefh  attempt  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  lords  to 
'**     prevent   a  continuance   of   hoftilities.     The  duke  of 
Grafton  moved,  that  an  addrefs  mould  be  prefented  to 
the  throne,  requefting  that,  in  order  to  flop  the  further 
effufion  of  blood,  and  to  manifefl  the  fincere  defire  of 
king  and  parliament  to  reftore  peace,  and  redrefs  griev- 
ances, a  proclamation  might  be  ifTued,  declaring,  that 
if  the  colonies  mould  prefent  a  petition  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  his  majefty's  forces  in  America,  or 
to  the  commiflioners  appointed  for  fuch  purpofes,  fet- 
ting  forth  what  they  confidered  to  be  their  juft  rights 
and  real  grievances,  the  king  would  confent  to  a  fufpen- 

lion 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  245 

lion  of  arms,    and  refer  their  petition  to  parliament,  1776. 
where  they  might  be  confident  it  would  be  duly  con- 
fidered  and  anfwered.     All  the  reafonings  of  thofe  who 
fupported  the  motion  were  totally  ineffectual :  it  was  re- 
jected by  a  majority  of  near  three  to  one.     Thus  ended 
a  debate,  which  put  a  period,  for  a  while,  to  all  attempts 
for  conciliatory  meafures,  in  either  houfe  of  parliament. 
But  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the 
city  of  London,  flill  continued  their   endeavours,   in 
an  humble  and  decent  addrefs,  which  they  prefented 
to  his  majefty.     The  anfwer,  though  not  according  to  Mar. 
their  petition,  was  no  wife  irritating;  and  expreffed  as  22* 
much  mercy  and  clemency  to  the  Americans,  adjudged 
to  be  in  a  Hate  of  rebellion,  as  could  be  expected,  con- 
fidering  what  coercion  was  going  forward.     Some  of  the  April 
Brunfwick  troops  failed  from  Spithead  under  convoy  of      *• 
two  men  of  war,  and  were  followed  the  next  day  by 
gens.  Burgoyne  and  Phillips  -,  Burgoyne  had  left  Bofton 
in  December,  and  returned  home  after  a  fhort  paffage. 

Letters  patent,  by  his  majefty's  order,  paffed  underlay 
the  great  feal,  conftituting  lord  Howe  and  gen.  Howe, 
to  be  his  majefty's  commiiTioners  for  reftoring  peace  to 
the  colonies  in  North  America,  and  for  granting  pardon 
to  fuch  of  his  majefty's  fubjects  there,  now  in  rebellion,  as 
{hall  deferve  the  royal  mercy.  The  fame  day,  commodore 
Hotham,  with  all  the  tranfports,  having  the  firft  divifion 
of  Hefnans  on  board,  failed  from  St.  Helen's  for  North 
America.  The  troops  are  to  affrft  in  forcing  the  rebels 
to  afk  mercy.  Five  days  after,  his  lordfnip  followed  in 
the  Eagle  man  of  war. 

According  to  the  eftimates  laid  before  parliament,  the 
wmy  to  be  employed  againft  the  Americans,  in  different 
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177ft  quarters.,  amounts  to  55,000  men,  befide  all  the  recruits 
raifed  in  Canada  and  other  parts  of  the  continent,  which 
may  amount  to  5000.  Thefe  eftimates  rrruft  however  have 
fuppofed  the  regiments  full.  But  after  deducting  for 
deficiencies  in  all  conceivable  ways,  we  may  allow  the 
whole  land  force,  with  which  the  united  colonies  will  have 
to  combat,  to  be  at  leaft  40,000  privates  and  officers. 
May  His  majefty  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers ;  gave  his  royal 
z>  aflent  to  inch  bills  as  were  prefented;  and  then  put  an 
end  to  the  fefilon.  In  his  fpeech  he  faid,  "  It  is  with 
pleafure  I  inform  you,  that  the  affurances  which  I  have 
received  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  feyeral  powers  in 
Europe,  promife  a  continuance  of  the  general  tranquil- 

Many  in  Britain  are  more  than  ever  difgufted  with 
coercive  meafures,  from  the  ill  fuccefs  which  has  at- 
tended their  execution.  The  difaflers  which  have  hap- 
pened, have  made  a  deep  impreffion  upon  their  minds; 
■and  they  are  ready  to  impute  them,  rather  to  the  ini- 
quity, than  to  the  imprudence  of  the  fchemes  in  agita- 
tion. But  ad  11  unift  ration  has  been  fupported  by  both 
the  prefs  and  the  pulpit.  Several  pamphlets,  compofed 
with  much  art  and  ability,  and  recommended  by  m 
pf  the  beauties  of  language,  have  painted  in  black  and 
hateful  colours,  the  claims  and  conduct  of  the  Ameri- 
cans ;  and  have,  by  that  mean,  not  a  little  inflamed  the 
refentment  of  the  mother  country.  One  of  the  leading 
methodic  preachers,  Mr.  W— ,  has  revived  the  dodrines 
of  pafTive  obedience  and  non-refiftance,  nearly  as  arTerted 
in  the  lad:  century.  He  decline:,  practifing  them  toward 
his  fupcriors  in  the  Englifh  church,  of  which  he  pro- 
feifes  himfelf  a  member.     The  doctors  Johnfon  and 
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Shebbeare,  as  in  duty  and  gratitude  bound  for  their  re-  17-6. 
fpeclive  penfions,  have  publifhed  many  ingenious  things 
on  the  fide  of  miniftry.  But  none  have  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  more  among  the  political  champions  of  the 
day,  than  Dr.  Price.  He  publifhed  in  February  a  molt 
admirable  piece,  Itiled,  (C  Obfervations  on  the  nature  of 
civil  liberty,  the  principles  of  government,  and  the 
juftice  and  policy  of  the  American  war."  Such  was  the 
avidity  with  which  it  was  read,  that  it  ran  through  four 
editions  within  a  month.  His  opponents  may  write 
againlt  it  as  much  as  they  will,  but  they  will  never  be 
able  to  confute  it.  On  the  24th  of  March,  at  a  court 
of  common-council,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried, 
"  That  the  thanks  of  the  court  be  given  to  Dr.  Price, 
for  his  excellent  pamphlet  on  civil  liberty ;  alio,  that  the 
freedom  of  the  city  be  prefented  to  him  in  a  gold  box." 
Three  days  after,  at  a  court  of  afliltants  of  the  drapers 
company,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  preient 
the  doctor  with  the  freedom  of  that  company.  The  dec- 
tor  has  conveyed  his  acknowledgments  to  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common-council ;  and  exprefled  his  hope 
that  their  approbation  would  lead  the  public  to  fix  their 
views  more  on  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  fave  a  finking 
conftitution,  and  preferve  us  from  impending  calamities. 
You  may  wim  to  know  the  fentiments  of  the  French 
relative  to  the  American  conteft.  Thofe  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry,  who  are  tolerably  verfed  in  the  Englifh  lan- 
guage, accuftom  themfelves  to  the  reading  of  the  papers 
containing  the  difputes  between  Britain  and  the  colonies. 
The  generality  conceive  of  the  affair  as  a  family  quarrel, 
which  the  parties  will  make  up  after  a  while.  Whatever 
they  may  wifh,  as  to  its  continuance  and  increafe,  and 
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*776*  however  they  may  covertly  contribute  toward  its  &pf 
port,  they  will  decline,  for  the  prefent,  all  public  inter- 
ference, and  giye  the  moft  fatisfa&ory  afTurances  to  the 
court  of  London,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  both  fide§ 
would  otherwife  accommodate,  unite  and  fall  upon  them. 
Should  the  late  acts  which  parliament  have  palled,  and 
the  hiring  of  German  auxiliaries,  force  the  congreis  into 
a  declaration  of  independence,  they  will  (till  remain  inT 
active,  whatever  preparations  they  may  make,  until  fome 
very  favorable  occurrence  brings  them  forward.  Till 
then,  they  will  not  think  of  taking  the  colonies  by  the 
hand;  left  Britain  fhould,  upon  its  being  done,  offer 
(every  thing  fhort  of  independence,  and  thereby  unite 
them  afrefh  to  the  mother  country ;  which  might  dif- 
grace  France  in  the  eyes  of  other  European  powers,  if 
not  expofe  her  to  worfe  confequences. 

You  will  eafily  conceive  of  my  eager  expectation  of 
hearing  from  you  fhortly.  The  operations  in  America 
will  foon  be  extremely  interefting.  Let  your  informs 
tions  be  as  early  and  frequent  as  poffible. 


BETTER     Y\ 

Roxbury,  July  19,  1776, 

THE  affairs  of  Canada  fhall  employ  our  firft  atten- 
tion. 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  has  treated  the  prifoners,  taken  at  the 
attack  of  J^ebec,  both  officers  and  privates,  with  the 

utmoft 
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utmoft  humanity.  In  converfation  with  major  Meigs,  !77^ 
when  returning  his  fword,  Sir  Guy  faid,  u  You  were 
certainly  deceived  in  our  numbers,  and  did  not  expect 
we  were  fo  ftrong."  The  major  anfwered,  <c  No,  we 
knew  ycur  ftrength."  Carleton  perfifted,  "  You  mull 
have  been  deceived  ;  for  you  never  could  have  attacked 
us,  had  you  known  that  we  were  double  your  number*5* 
The  major  rejoined,  "  We  were  not  deceived;  but  were 
perfuaded,  that  many  of  your  men  would  not  fight,  and 
fought  that  fame  of  them  might  join  us."  The  dif- 
courfe  was  changed,  and  foon  ended. 

The  blockade  of  Quebec  was  continued ;  but  great 
were  the  fears   of   the   Americans,    as    they   had   no 
more  than  400  men  to  do  duty,  while  there  were  upward 
of  three  times  the  number  in  the  city.     They  were  in 
daily  expectation,  that  the  latter  would  fally  out  upon 
them.     At  length  capt.  Seaborn,  with  twenty-feven  men  Jan. 
from  the  MafTachufetts,  arrived  for  their  encouragement;   2S* 
and  was  followed  by  other  fmall  reinforcements,  whereby 
they  were  enabled  to  reft  one  night  out  of  two,  which 
had  not  been  the  cafe  for  a  month.     They  advanced, 
and  began  again  to  erect  works  before  Quebec :  but 
their  ordnance  proved  inadequate.     All  the  troops  that 
could  be  fpared  from  the  garrifon  of  Montreal  were  fent 
down :  but  it  was  not  till  late  in  February,  that  the  Feb. 
army  before  the  city  amounted  to  960,  officers  included; 
of  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty,  the  number  was  only  772. 
Mr.  Beaujeu    imbodied    a   party    of   Canadians,  with 
the  defign  of  raifing  the  fiege ;  but  was  encountered,  Mar. 
and  eafily  difperfed  by  a  detachment  from  the  continen-     2*" 
tals.     The  mifconducl  of  the  American  foldiery  how- 
ever, loft  them  the  friendfhip  of  the  Canadians.     The 

account 
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K  5.  account  forwarded  by  an  officer  was  to  the  following 
purport — cc  When  gen.  Montgomery  firfl  penetrated 
the  country,  the  Canadians  were  friendly.  His  mod 
■unfortunate  fate  and  other  accidents  have  produced  ftieh 
a  change,  that  they  can  be  no  more  looked  upon  as 
friends.  Their  clergy  have  been  neglected,  perhaps  ill 
ufed,  and  fo  are  unanimoufly,  though  privately  againft 
the  Americans.  The  peafantry  in  general  have  been 
mal-treated;  in  fome  inftances  have  been  dragooned 
with  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  furnifh  wood  at  a  lower 
rate  than  the  current  price.  They  have  had  given  them, 
for  articles  furnifhed,  certificates  which  are  not  legible, 
or  are  without  a  fignature ;  fo  that  one  half  of  them 
ve,  of  confcquence,  been  rejected  by  the  quarter 
matter  general.  They  have  had  promifes  of  payment, 
without  being  paid ;  and  fo  been  brought  to  look  upon 
the  promifes  as  vague,  their  labor  and  property  as  loft,  and 
€ongrefs  as  bankrupt.  With  refpecl:  to  the  better  fort 
of  people,  both  French  and  Englifh,  feven-eighths  wife 
to  fee  the  throats  of  the  continentals  cut.  The  whole 
country  has  been  left  without  any  kind  of  law,  other  than 
that  of  the  arbitrary  and  defpotic  power  of  the  fword  in 
the  hands  of  the  feveral  commanding  officers,  too  fre- 
quently abufed  in  all  cafes  of  this  nature.  The  Ameri- 
cans have  themfelves  brought  about  by  mifmanagement, 
y/hat  gen.  Carleton  himfelf  could  never  effect.  A  prieft's 
IVsufe  has  been  entered  with  great  violence,  and  his 
watch  plundered  from  him.  At  another  houfe,  the 
Americans  ran  in  debt  about  twenty  (hillings  iterling; 
and  becaufe  the  owner  wanted  to  be  paid,  they  ran  him 
through  the  neck  with  a  bayonet.     Women  and  children 

ivive  been  ten .         and  forced  to  furnifli  horfes  to  pri- 
vate 
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yate  foldiers  without  any  prcfpedt  of  pay.  While  the  i776* 
Canadians  have  in  this  way  been  alienated  from,  and 
imbittered  againft  the  continentals ;  thefe  have  been  prac- 
tifino-  the  moil  fcandalous  wafte  of  provifions,  and  by 
it  abfurdly  adding  to  the  danger  arifmg  from  their  other 
conduct."  On  the  receipt  of  this  information,  congrefs  Apr. 
refolved,  cc  That  inftructions  be  fent  to  the  commifli-  2$m 
oners,  to  caufe  juflice  to  be  done  to  the  Canadians : — 
and  that  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada,  be  directed 
to  be  very  attentive  to  military  difcipline,  and  to  inflict 
exemplary  punifhment  on  all  thofe  who  violate  the  mi- 
litary regulations  eflabliihed  by  congrefs."  They  had 
before  ordered  four  battalions  to  Canada,  they  now  added 
fix  more ;  and  directed  the  commilTary  general  to  for- 
ward 2000  barrels  of  pork  thither  with  all  pofiible  dif- 
patch. 

While  the  troops  lay  before  Quebec,  they  caught  the 
fmall-pox  from  a  girl,  who  had  been  a  nurfe  in  the  city 
hofpital,  and  came  out  among  them.     The  diftemper 
fpread,  and  the  foldiers  inoculated  themfelves  for  their 
pwn  fafety,  regardlefs  of  all  orders  to  the  contrary.   The 
reinforcements,  which  were  daily  arriving,  practifed  the   ■ 
fame  method ;  fo  that  though,  by  the  id  of  May,  the  May 
army  confided  of  more  than  3000  men,  there  were  not     u 
900  fit  for  duty  at  the  feveral  polls ;  and  the  whole  were 
greatly  fcattered  for  want  of  barracks.     What  added  to 
the  diilrefs,  medicines  and  every  thing  neceffary  for  the 
fick  were  wanted.     This  was  the  fituation  of  the  troops, 
when  gen.  Thomas  arrived  to  take  the  command  j  but 
(till  fomething  was  attempted.     The  river  about  Quebec 
being  fufrlciently  cleared  from  ice,  the  Americans  took     3, 
the  opportunity  of  the  flood  for  lending  up  a  fire-itiip, 

about 
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*776*  about  ten  at  night,  in  order  to  fire  the  fhipping;  and 
drew  up  ready  to  attack  the  walls,  if  the  fire  fhould  tab 
place.  They  were  provided  with  ladders ;  and  their 
fcheme  was  well  laid.  Had  it  fucceeded,  the  garrifon 
mud  have  been  thrown  into  great  confufion  -}  and  had 
that  opportunity  for  making  an  afiault  been  embraced, 
the  town  muft  have  been  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
taken.  The  fhip  coming  from  below  was  at  firft  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  friend,  arrived  from  fea  to  the  relief  of  the 
befieged.  Being  night  it  was  not  till  fhe  was  very  near 
the  fhipping,  that  fhe  was  difcovered  to  be  an  enemy, 
when  a  heavy  fire  at  her  commenced ;  the  people  on 
board,  finding  that  they  were  no  longer  concealed,  light- 
ed the  train,  and  in  a  moment  fhe  was  in  a  blaze ;  her 
fails  took  fire,  and  checked  her  way :  and  the  tide  be- 
ginning  to  ebb,  fhe  was  carried  down  the  river.  The 
men  made  their  efcape  in  boats. 

General  Thomas  perceiving  that  nothing  effectual 
could  be  done  by  the  army  in  itsprefent  condition,  learn- 
ing that  they  had  only  three  days  provifion,  and  appre- 
henfive  of  the  danger  that  would  take  place  upon  the 

May  arrival  of  Br itim  reinforcements,  called  a  council  of  war, 
when  it  was  concluded  to  make  the  beft  retreat  in  their 
power.  The  meafures  which  immediately  followed, 
were  fufficient  indications  to  the  enemy  of  what  was  in- 
tended.    It  fo  happened,    that  early  in    the  morning 

6t  after  the  retreat  was  concluded  upon,  the  Surprife  fri- 
gate from  Great  Britain  arrived,  and  was  foon  followed 
by  the  Ifis  of  54  guns,  and  the  Martin  floop,  with  fuc- 
cours.  They  had  by  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  officers 
and  crews  forced  their  way  through  the  ice,  while  the 
pafiage  up  the  river  was  deemed  almoft  impracticable. 

They 
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They  had  on  board  ioo  marines,  and  two  companies  1776. 
of  the  29th  regiment,  which  were  landed  with  all  expe- 
dition. About  noon,  gen.  Carleton  having  joined  them 
to  his  own  troops,  marched  out,  800  flrong,  to  attack 
the  Americans,  who  had  began  their  retreat  before  -,  for 
gen.  Thomas  could  not  hazard  waiting  an  attack,  as  he 
was  not  able  to  collect  more  than  about  300  men,  on 
account  of  their  being  fo  fcattered  on  Point  Levi,  Ifle 
of  Orleans,  Beau  Port,  and  other  villages.  The  Ame- 
ricans abandoned  their  baggage,  artillery,  flores  and 
other  encumbrances.  The  iick  got  off  as  they  could, 
creeping  away  from  the  hofpitals,  many  with  the  fmall- 
pox  full  on  them.  The  Canadians  proved  kind,  fecreted 
and  took  care  of  them,  till  they  were  able  to  march  off 
and  join  their  comrades.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  did  not  take 
more  than  about  100  prifoners.  The  king's  troops, 
that  had  juft  arrived,  were  in  no  condition  for  a  purfuit; 
but  could  the  whole  have  followed  with  vigor,  they  mud 
have  taken  or  deflroyed  nearly  all  the  American  forces, 
for  they  had  little  ammunition.  They  retreated  forty-. 
Sve  miles  before  they  (topped,  having  marched  almoft 
the  whole  night.  After  halting  a  few  days,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Sorel,  in  a  condition  not  to  be  expreffed  by 
words ;  but  had  the  fatisfaction  of  being  joined  there 
by  four  regiments,  that  were  waiting  for  them.  Here 
they  remained,  and  were  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of 
other  battalions.  During  this  period  gen,  Thomas  fick- 
ened  of  the  fmall-pox,  and  died.  Having  ordered  that 
the  troops  mould  not  inoculate,  he  would  not  have  a 
tfcourfe  to  that  precaution  for  his  own  fecurity.  The 
Americans  have  loft  in  him  one  of  their  belt  generals. 
He  was  amiable  in  private  and  public  life.     Contented 

with 
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1776.  with  domeftic  happinefs,  he  was  not  ambitious  of  an 
exalted  fcation  ■,  but  was  ready  to  ferve  his  country  in 
the  moll  hazardous  fituation.  Gen.  Thompfon  com- 
manded after  Thomas  fickened,  and  when  the  latter 
died,  the  command  devolved  on  gen.  Sullivan,  who  had 
repaired  to  Canada  early  in  May. 

The  Americans  had  for  fome  time  polled  at  the  Ce- 
dars, a  fmall  fort  forty-three  miles  above  Montreal,  a 
party  of  390  men,  under  the  command  of  col.  Beadle. 
Capt.  Forfter,  with  a  detachment  of  the  8th  regiment, 
about  40,  Canadians  100,  and  500  Indians,  but  with- 
out cannon,  defcended  from  the  lakeG,  and  approached 
toward  the  fort  *.  The  colonel,  in  a  cowardly  manner, 
abandoned  his  command  to  major  Butterfield,  and  re- 
paired to  Montreal  for  a  reinforcement.  The  major 
May  having  little  or  no  more  courage  than  the  other,  fur- 
IS»  rendered  the  fort  without  making  any  refillance  worth 
noticing.  Mean  while,  major  Henry  Sherburne  was  de- 
tached with  140  men  from  Montreal;  but  col.  Beadle, 
valuing  fafety  more  than  fidelity  or  honor,  refufed  to 
return  with  the  reinforcement.  It  was  the  day  after  the 
furrender  before  major  Sherburne  could  proceed  from  the 
lake  (which  he  was  obliged  to  crofs)  with  100  men  includ- 
ing himfelf.  The  reft  were  left  for  guards  and  other 
fervices.  About  noon  thev  fet  out  for  the  Cedars,  dif- 
tant  nine  miles.  Having  marched  about  five,  they  were 
attacked  by  a  body  of  about  500  Indians  and  Canadi- 
ans, who,  under  cover  of  a  wood,  fired  upon  them. 
The  Americans  maintained  an  obftinate  engagement 
for  an  hour  and  forty  minutes ;  when  the  Indians  hav- 
ing furrounded  them,  rufhed  uoon  and  difarmed  them. 

*  Journals  of  Congrefs,  vol,  ii.  p.  2C7, 

Man/ 
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any  of  them  were  facrificed  to  Indian  fury,  butchered  j**£ 
with  tomahawks  and  other  instruments  of  death.  They 
loft  in  the  action  twenty-eight  killed  and  wounded. 
About  twenty  were  afterward  killed  in  cold  blcod  ;  and 
feven  or  eight  were  carried  off  by  the  Indians.  The 
prilbners  were  immediately  dripped  almoft  naked,  drove 
to  the  fort,  and  delivered  to  capt.  Forfter,  whofe  fuc- 
cefs  in  taking  the  fort  was  not  known  before  die  action. 
The  enemy  had  two  and  twenty  killed,  among  them  a 
chief  warrior  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  on  account  of  whole 
death  the  prifoners  were  probably  treated  with  the  groiier 
infult  and  abufe.  Arnold,  who  had  been  made  a  bri- 
gadier general  the  beginning  of  January,  had  com- 
manded in  Montreal  fome  time,  having  returned  thither 
upon  gen.  Woofler's  going  down  to  Quebec.  Ke  was 
defirous  of  remedying  the  evil  that  had  taken  place  at 
the  Cedars,  and  went  forward  with  a  party  of  between 
8  and  900  men  to  the  lake.  When  it  was  difcovered 
that  the  general  was  approaching  and  making  difpofi-  2§, 
tions  to.  attack  the  enemy,  capt.  Forfter  took  care  to  ac- 
quaint him,  that  if  he  would  not  agree  to  a  propofed 
cartel,  (which  major  Sherburne  and  the  other  officers 
had  been  required  to  fign  and  had  figned)  but  proceeded 
to  attack  him,  every  man  of  the  prifoners  would  be  put 
to  inftant  death  by  the  Indians.  Gen.  Arnold  was  ex- 
tremely averfe  to  entering  into  any  agreement,  but  was 
at  length  induced  by  the  motive  of  laving  the  prifon- 
ers. A  cartel  was  concluded  upon  and  figned  on  the 
27th,  for  the  exchange  of  2  majors,  9  captains,  20  2- 
fubalterns,  and  443  foldiers.  It  was  agreed  that  foisr 
American  captains  mould  be  fent  to  Quebec  as  hoftages, 

and  remain  there  until  the  prifoners  are  exchanged. 

T  - 
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W- f  Let  us  now  direct  our  attention  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
who  had  a  frefh  opportunity  of  exercifing  his  humanity 
toward  the  Americans*  That  the  fick,  who  were  left 
behind  and  could  not  get  off  when  the  others  fled  from 
before  Quebec,  might  not  perifh,  he  ifTued  a  proclama- 
tion, commanding  the  proper  officers  to  find  out  and 
afford  the  unhappy  peribns  all  neceffary  relief  at  the 
public  expence  5  and  to  render  the  benefit  complete,  and 
to  prevent  obftinacy  or  apprehenfion  from  marrino-  its 
effect,  he  allured  them,  that  upon  recovering  they  mould 
have  free  liberty  of  returning  to  their  refpe&ive  pro- 
vinces. 

Toward  the  end  of  May  feveral  regiments  arrived; 
and  the  Britifh  force  in  Canada,  when  completed,  was 
eftimated  at  about  13,000  men.     The  general  rendez- 
vous was  appointed  to  be  at  Three  Rivers,  halfway  be- 
tween Quebec  and  Montreal,  about  90  miles  from  each. 
The  place  takes  its  name  from  the  vicinity  of  one  of  the 
branches  of  a  large  river,  whofe  waters  are  difcharged, 
through  three  mouths,  into  that  of  St.  Lawrence.    The 
Britifh  and  Brunfwick  troops  were  at  this  time  much 
feparated.     A  confiderable  body  was  at  Three  Rivers 
under  gen.  Frazer.     Another  under  gen.  Nefbit  lay  near 
it   on    board  the  tranfports.     A    greater    than    either^ 
with  the    generals  Carleton,   Burgoyne,   Phillips,   and 
Reidefel,  was  in  feveral  divifions  by  land  and  water, 
on  its  way  from  Quebec.     Gen.  Sullivan,  from  the  in- 
formation he  received,   concluded  upon  an  expedition 
-    againft,  as  he  apprehended,  the  Britifh  advanced  guard 
at  Three  Rivers,  the  execution  of  which  was  committed 
to  gen.  Thomp/on.     The  latter  embarked  at  Sorel,  with 
iloo  men,  under  colonels  Maxwell,  St.  Clair  and  Wayne, 

3  in 
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jn  fifty  boats,  and  coafting  the  fouth  fide  of  Lake  1776* 
St.  Peter,  where  the  St.  Lawrence  ipreads  to  a  great 
extent,  arrived  at  Nicolet,  from  whence  they  fell  down 
the  river  by  night,  and  parTed  to  the  other  fide,  with  an 
intention  of  furprifing  the  forces  under  gen*  Frazer. 
Three  Rivers  is  to  be  confidered  rather  as  a  long  vil- 
lage, than  a  regular  town.  The  plan  was  to  land  nine 
miles  above  the  town,  fo  feafonably  as  to  march  down 
under  cover  of  the  night,  and  to  attack  it  a  little  before 
day-break.  By  reafon  of  unexpected  delays,  it  was  fo  june 
long  ere  the  troops  landed,  that  in  a  few  minutes  *• 
the  day  light  appeared.  They  had  then  to  make  a  forced 
march  of  nine  miles.  They  haftened,  ran  down  hill 
and  up,  and  got  tired.  The  general  pufhed  on,  having 
procured  a  Canadian  guide,  who  was  either  ignorant  or 
unfaithful  j  for  a  little  before  fun-rife  he  found  his  forces 
were  too  much  out  of  the  way.  They  returned,  but 
loft  the  road  on  the  fide  of  the  river ;  were  foon  how- 
ever, in  view  of  fome  of  the  enemy's  boats,  between 
which  and  the  flanking  party  feveral  bails  were  exchang- 
ed. They  then  quickened  their  pace,  and  continued 
advancing  in  fight  of  the  (hipping,  with  drum  beating 
and  fife  playing,  as  they  knew  they  were  difcovered. 
They  foon  heard  the  fpeaking  trumpets  found  cc  land 
the  troops— land  the  troops."  The  general  judging 
there  was  no  poflibility  of  pafling  the  fhips,  without  be- 
ing expofed  to  all  their  fire  •,  and  yet  determining  to 
perfift  in  the  expedition,  filed  oft  at  a  right  angle  from 
the  river.  He  meant  to  take  a  circuitous  route,  and 
enter  the  town  on  the  back  fide.  A  bad  morafs  inter- 
pofed ;  the  troops  entered  it ;  they  were  then  about  two 
wiles  from  the  town.  A  worfe  march,  for  about  a  mile 
and  a  half,  did  not  offer  in  ail  Arnold's  expedition,  the 
Vol.  II.  S  men 
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1 776.  men  were  almoft  mired.  About  nine  o'clock  they  came 
to  a  cleared  ipot;  formed  and  got  into  fome  order  about. 
ten.  They  advanced,  but  before  the  rear  had  got  off 
the  place  of  formation,  the  front  received  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy,  which  (truck  them  with  terror.  The 
fire  v/as  inftantly  repeated  j  and  though  the  balls  flew 
over  the  heads  of  the  troops,  without  doing  any  mate- 
rial execution,  they  gave  way  and  crowded  back  in  the 
utmoft  confufion,  which  left  them  without  a  leader,  fo 
that  every  one  did  as  he  pleafed.  They  turned  their 
faces  up  the  river,  and  haftened  through  the  fwamp  as 
fail  as  poflible.  About  eleven  they  began  to  colled, 
and  after  a  while  learnt  from  the  Canadians,  that  the 
enemy  had  fent  a  detachment,  with  feveral  field  pieces 
by  land,  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and  a  party  by  water 
to  feize  their  boats.  About  four  they  were  told,  that 
the  enemy  had  fecured  the  bridge  before  them,  which  it 
was  fuppofed  they  muft  pafs.  They  were  alfo  foon  con- 
vinced, that  a  large  body  was  clofe  in  their  rear.  Col. 
Maxwell  ordered  all  who  had  collected  together  to  halt, 
called  the  officers  to  him  and  faid,  cc  What  lhall  W 
do  ?  Shall  we  fight  thofe  in  the  front  or  in  the  rear  ?  or 
fhall  we  tamely  fubmit  ?  or  fhall  we  turn  off  into  the 
woods,  and  each  man  fhift  for  himfelf  ?"  The  lad  pro- 
pofal  was  preferred ;  but  the  enemy  was  fo  near,  that 
the  rear  of  the  Americans  was  expofed  to  another  tre- 
mendous fire,  while  going  down  the  hill  into  the  woods, 
but  the  balls  flew  over  them  without  injuring  any.  The 
perfon,  who  was  intrufled  with  the  care  of  the  boats, 
had  removed  them  in  time  to  a  fecure  place,  fo  that  the 
lofs  of  the  Americans,  which  muff  otherwife  have  been 
much  greater,  amounted  only  to  about  200  prilbners. 

The 
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The  troops  that  efcaped  began  to  collect  3 bout  ten  the  J77& 
next  day,  and  by  noon  were  confiderably  numerous* 
They  got  along  by  degrees,  and  by  fun-fet  the  day  fol- 
lowing arrived  oppofite  Sorel.  Gen.  Thompfon  and  Jun3 
col.  Irwin,  trie  fecond  in  command,  with  feme  other 
officers,  were  taken.  The  killed  and  wounded  of  the 
kind's  troops  was  trifling.  This  attempt  to  furprife  the 
Britifh  troops  at  Three  Rivers,  which  may  appear  to 
have  been  a  defperate  undertaking,  would  fcarce  have 
been  made,  had  it  been  known,  in  time,  how  much 
they  had  been  reinforced  by  frefh  arrivals ;  and  proba- 
bly ought  to  have  been  abandoned  the  moment  that  the 
furprife  was  no  longer  pofllble. 

The  king's  forces  having  joined  at  Three  Rivers,  pro- 
ceeded by  land  and  water  to  Sorel,  off  which  the  fleet  14* 
arrived  in  the  evening,  a  few  hours  after  the  rear  of  the 
Americans  had  left  it.  A  confiderable  body  was  land- 
ed, and  the  command  of  the  column  given  to  gen.  Bur- 
goyne,  with  inftructions  to  purfue  the  continental  army 
up  the  river  to  St.  John's,  but  without  hazarding  any 
thing  till  another  column  on  his  right  mould  be  able  to 
co-operate  with  him.  Sir  Guy's  extraordinary  precau- 
tion in  putting  nothing  to  the  hazard,  when  not  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary,  gave  the  Americans  the  opportunity  of 
"leaping.  Had  Burgoyne  been  inftrucled  to  prefs  on 
with  the  utmoit  expedition,  great  numbers  of  them  muft 
have  been  made  priibners,  and  but  few  would  have 
CfOfled  Lake  Champlain. 

Major  Nathan  Fuller,  of  col.  Bond's  Maflachufetts 
regiment,  was  intruded  with  the  care  of  the  baggage, 
when  the  Americans  retreated  up  the  Sorel.  It  was  put 
foi  board  feveral  veflels.     They  had  a  fine  gaflage  for  a 

S  2  while, 
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1 77^  while,  but  at  length  were  becalmed  fo  long  as  to  give 
the  advance  of  the  Britifli  an  opportunity  of  approach- 
ing them  apace.  The  major  acquainted  gen.  Sullivan 
who  was  confiderably  a-head,  of  the  dangerous  fituation 
he  fhould  foon  be  in.  The  general  fent  a  hundred  bat- 
teaus  to  bring  off  the  men  and  baggage,  and  gave  orders 
for  burning  the  veflels.  The  major  had  but  juft  time 
to  accomplifh  the  work,  and  was  in  fome  danger  before 

June  it  was  finished.  Gen.  Arnold,  with  his  troops,  left  Mom- 
**  real  and  crofled  at  Longueil  from  the  ifland  to  the  con- 
tinent, on  his  way  to  Chamblee.  A  great  part  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  and  army  failed  for  the  fame  place,  and  had 
not  the  wind  failed,  would  probably  have  arrived  at 
Longueil  the  fame  night,  and  about  the  fame  time 
with  gen.  Arnold.  The  general  carried  away  with  him 
from  Montreal  a  quantity  of  goods,  which  he  ordered 
col.  Hazen  to  take  charge  of  j  but  the  colonel  difap- 
proving  the  meafure,  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  When  the  troops  entered  the  road  near  Cham- 
blee, they  occafioned  fuch  an  alarm  in  the  place,  that 
the  three  companies  of  artillery  formed  immediately  and 
marched  up  the  hill  to  meet  them ;  which  brought  on 
a  difcovery  of  their  belonging  to  gen.  Arnold,  and  being 
from  Montreal.  When  the  army  left  Chamblee,  the 
men  were  obliged  to  drag  their  loaded  batteaus,  to  the 
number  of  ioo  or  more,  fome  with  cannon  in  them, 
up  the  rapids,  by  bodily  ftrength  and  up  to  the  middle 
in  water.  Here  they  deftroyed  the  faw  mills,  three  vcf- 
fels  and  three  gondolas,  together  with  all  the  batteaus 
which  they  could  not  bring  off.  Major  Fuller  com- 
manded the  rear,  confiding  of  500  men,  and  had  under 
his  care  the  batteaus  and  baggage.     The  Britifh  entered 

Cham* 
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Chamblee  at  one  end,  while  he  quitted  it  at  the  other.  1776. 
When  he  was  about  a  mile  beyond  the  town,  all  his 
party,  except  feventy,  puttied  off  to  efcape  danger. 
Soon  after  you  leave  Chamblee,  in  the  way  to  St.  John's, 
the  road  enters  a  wood,  which  thickens  as  you  advance 
in  it.  Though  the  road  is  open  and  good,  yet  the  brufh 
wood  and  trees  on  each  fide  afford  fuch  a  cover  to  par- 
ties, that  you  cannot  afcertain  their  number,  nor  be 
lure  that  there  are  not  ambufhes  in  various  places.  The 
major  had  an  active,  fenfible,  bold  officer  in  the  fecond 
lieutenant,  Mr.  George  *,  who  remained  with  him.  The 
lieutenant  was  ordered,  with  27  men,  to  flank  the  ad- 
vancing parties  of  the  enemy.  Ke,  by  dividing  his 
men,  concealing  them  on  each  fide  of  the  road,  employ- 
ing them  in  popping  with  their  guns  on  the  enemy, 
firft  in  one  place,  then  in  another ;  and  fo  changing  the 
fcene  of  their  attack,  as  though  they  were  far  more  nu- 
merous, amufed  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  fave  the  rear.  Major  Fuller  imputes  it 
very  much  to  the  conduct  of  lieut.  George,  that  the 
rear,  and  of  courfe  the  boats  and  baggage  were  faved. 
The  falvation  of  thefe  was  probably  the  falvation  of  the 
army.  When  the  major  found  himfelf  abandoned,  he 
fent  forward  a  meffenger  to  col.  Stark  and  other  officers, 
who  were  not  far  before,  acquainting  them  with  his  fitu- 
ation,  and  requefting  their  afliftance.  Cols.  Stark,  Poor, 
Porter  and  others,  immediately  put  themfelves  under 
the  command  of  the  major,  who  had  alio  fent  on  an  ex- 
prefs  to  St.  John's,  to  inform  gen.  Sullivan  of  his  dan- 
ger, and  the  neceffity  of  a  fpeedy  reinforcement.  The 
general  haftened  away  1500  men  under  col.  Bond,  who 

*  Afterward  captain  George,  of  Watertown,  near  Bofton. 

S  3  met 
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*776«  met  the  major  about  halfway  between  the  two  places, 
feven  miles  from  Chamblee.  The  danger  being  ended 
by  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcement,  the  major  left  the 
command  to  his  colonel,  and  went  forward  to  carry  gen. 
Sullivan  the  agreeable  news  of  all  being  fafe,  which, 
after  the  various  falle  diftracling  reports  that  had  reached 
him,  was  received  with  inconceivable  tranfport.  The 
major  loft  but  two  men  in  the  retreat  \  the  lots  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  their  getting  drunk ;  but  from  them  the 
enemy  could  learn  nothing  of  the  major's  real  condi- 
tion time  enough  to  take  the  advantage  of  it  *, 

June  General  Burgoyne  arrived  at  St.  John's  in  the  evening. 
The  Americans  had  taken  away  every  thing  and  fet  firt 
to  the  forts  and  barracks.  Major  John  Bigelow  ftayed 
with  about  40  men,  till  they  were  deftroyed,  and  at 
dufk  pufhed  off  his  boats  for  Ifle  aux  Noix,  to  which 
the  whole  army  had  repaired.  Greater  confufion  than 
it  had  been  in  during  the  retreat,  is  feldom  heard  of; 
and  yet  the  lofs  it  fuftained  is  too  inconfiderable,  to  be 
given  in  detail,  or  in  fum  total.  From  die  I  fie  the  an 
proceeded  to  Crown  Point,  without  any  danger  from  a 
purfuit— every  boat  that  could  be  found  being  deftroy- 
ed, and  every  thing  done  to  impede  the  enemy. 
Americans  had  alio  the  command  of  Lake  Champlain; 
and  will  continue  mailers  of  it,  until  a  number  of  \ 
fels  can  be  procured  to  give  Sir  Guy  Carleton  a  fupefl- 
ority,  and  enable  him  to  traverfe  it  with  fafety.  Other 
matters  will  now  demand  our  attention. 

■ 

2  v         The  Nov  Hampjbire  representatives  voted  unanimoultyj 
that  their  delegates  at  the   continental  congrefs  be  in- 

*  Major,  now  col.  Fuller,  of  Newtown,  informed  me  of  the  par- 
ticulars in  which  he  was  concerned. 

ftruflri 
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ftructed  to  join  with  the  other  colonies  in  declaring  the  1776. 
Thirteen  United  Colonies,  a  free  and  independent  ftate, 
(not  itates)  &c.  provided  the  regulation  of  their  inter- 
nal police  he  under  the  direction  of  their  own  affembly. 

It  appears  by  a  return  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the  fum 
total  of  all  the  males,  females,  whites  and  negroes, 
amounts  to  82,394.  The  total  excefs  of  males  is  1131. 
The  males  in  the  continental  army  are  2488.  If  of 
thefe  fo  many  as  1357  furvive  the  fervice  and  return, 
the  males  and  females  are  equal.  In  about  twenty  years 
the  inhabitants  will  be  double  the  number.  "  It  has 
been  found  by  calculations,  that  America  has  doubled  her 
numbers,  even  by  natural  generation  alone,  upon  an 
average,  about  once  in  eighteen  years  V  The  conti- 
nuance of  the  war,  unlefs  exceflively  deftructive,  will 
make  no  material  difference.  "In  the  French  war, 
which  lafted  from  1755  to  ll&3  (during  which  time  the 
colonies  made  great  exertions,  and  had  in  the  field  a  great 
number  of  men)  it  was  found  that  the  population  had 
increafed  nearly  as  fail  as  in  times  of  peace  j\" 

One  Mugford,  who  had  been  a  mailer  of  fome  trad- 
ing  velTel,  applied  to  gen.  Ward  for  the  command  of  a 
continental  cruifer  which  lay  unemployed.  By  his  im- 
portunity and  profefiions  he  prevailed,  and  had  an  order 
given  him.  The  captain  made  all  poffible  expedition, 
got  poiTefuon  of  the  veffel,  procured  powder  and  ball, 
and  with  twenty  men  pufiied  immediately  into  Bolton 
bay.  After  he  was  gpne  from  the  general,  the  latter  re- 
ceived fuch  a  bad  character  of  him,  that  he  fent  off  an 
exprefs  to  recall  the  order  -,  but  it  was  too  late,  Mug- 

*  Letters  of  Mr.  John  Adams  to  Dr.  Calkoen,  p.  14. 
t  Letters  of  Mr,  Adams,  p.  13. 

S  4  ford 
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1776.  ford  had  failed.  He  was  no  fooner  in  the  bay,  but  the 
ihip  Hope  of  270  tons,  4  guns,  and  17  men,  prefented 
to  view.  She  was  laft  from  Corke,  and  had  on  board 
1500  barrels  of  powder,  befide  carbines  and  bayonets 
travelling  carriages  for  heavy  cannon,  a  vaft  variety  of 
tools,  implements  and  neceiTaries  for  the  army  and  ar- 
tillery.    Capt.  Mugford  in   his  cruifer  of  fifty  tons  a 

May  four  guns  ran  up  to  her,  and  ordered  her  to  ftrike.  The 
"*  Hope,  either  from  the  failors  declining  to  fight,  or  from 
other  motives,  made  no  refinance.  Commodore  Banks 
lay  a  few  miles  off  with  his  men  of  war,  and  in  fight; 
and  his  boats  might  foon  have  been  up  with  the  ihip, 
The  captain  of  the  Hope,  fenfible  of  this  advantage, 
gave  orders  for  the  men  to  cut  the  top-fail  halliards  and 
ties.  Mugford  heard  the  orders,  and  knew  the  confe- 
quence  of  executing  them — that  the  failing  of  the  ihip 
would  be  fo  long  prevented,  that  the  men  of  war's  boats 
would  recover  her.  He  therefore  opened  with  vollies  of 
oaths  and  execrations ;  and  in  the  moil  horrid  manner, 
threatened  the  captain  and  every  one  on  board  with  im- 
mediate death  if  the  orders  were  executed,  upon  which 
the  captain  was  fo  terrified  as  to  defift.  When  Mug- 
ford  had  taken  poiTeflion  of  his  prize,  he  was  joined  by 
two  other  fmall  cruifers,  who  affifted  in  carrying  her 
fafe  through  Pulling  Point  Gut.  The  inhabitants  of 
Bofton,  who  had  been  devoutly  engaged  in  keeping  the 
continental  fad,  had,  on  leaving  their  refpe&ive  places 
of  worfhip  in  the  afternoon,  the  peculiar  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing the  moil  valuable  prize,  on  account  of  the  powder, 
taken  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  entering  the 
harbour, 

3  Captain 
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Captain  Mugford  having  fecured  the  Hope,  and  2116' 
meaning  to  go  out  again  without  lofs  of  time,  failed  down  3g, 
and  came  to  an  anchor  in  Pulling  Point  Gut,  with  the 
Lady  Washington,  on  Sunday  evening.  They  were 
attacked,  about  nine  o'clock,  by  thirteen  boats  from 
the  men  of  war  at  Nantafket.  The  boats  were  beaten 
off,  with  great  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
deaths  of  the  brave  lieutenant,  who  commanded,  and 
fcveral  of  his  men  :  but  Mugford,  exerting  himielf  he- 
roically, was  killed,  and  was  the  only  perfon  loft  on  the 
fide  of  the  American  cruifers. 

The  Maffachufetts  general  court  for  promoting  the 
making  of  faltpetre,  had  fome  time  back  agreed  to  take 
in  all  that  fhould  be  made  by  the  fir  ft  of  June  at  five 
and  three-pence  fterling  the  pound.  On  the  week  that 
clofed  the  period  of  receiving  it,  they  had  purchafed 
in  this  way  102,6351b.  There  are  fuch  quantities  yet 
coming  in,  made  before  the  firft  of  June,  that  the 
court  palled  an  order  to  receive  for  fome  time  to  come, 
at  the  faid  price,  all  that  fhall  appear  to  be  made  before 
that  time. 

The  harbour  of  Bofton  had  been  left  in  a  defencelefs 
Hate  ever  fince  the  evacuation  of  the  town,  liable  to  the 
intrufions  of  a  fmall  naval  force,  which  might  have  en- 
tered and  fired  the  town,  or  laid  it  under  contribution. 
The  inhabitants  of  that  and  the  neighbouring  towns, 
being  dilTatisfied  with  its  continuing  fo,  concluded  upon 
lifting  in  erecting  a  fort  upon  "Noddles  I  (land.  In  the 
beginning  of  May  a  number  of  volunteers,  both  laity 
and  clergy,  repaired  thither  from  time  to  time,  and  aided 
*n  the  work  till  it  was  finifhed  -,  while  the  poorer  clafs 

were 
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1 7?6-  were  rewarded  for  their  labors.  Something  having  been 
done  for  the  fecurity  of  the  harbour,  gen.  Benjamin 
Lincoln^  while  the  court  was  fitting,  entertained  the 
thought  of  driving  the  Britifh  fhipping  from  Nantafkct, 
and  planned  a  fcheme  for  effecting  it.  They  confided 
of  a  fifty  gun  fhip,  commanded  by  commodore  Banks, 
the  Milford  man  of  war,  the  Yankee  Hero  privateer, 
taken  by  the  laft,  and  feven  large  tranfports  lately 
arrived  with  Highlanders,  an  armed  brig  and  two  fchoon- 
ers.     The  Highlanders  were  fuppofed  to  be  at  lead  feven 

]""e  hundred.  On  Thurfday  the  Boftonians  were  acquainted 
by  beat  of  drum,  that  an  expedition  was  going  to  be 
undertaken  againft  the  enemy  at  Nantafkct.  Detach- 
ments from  colonels  Marfhali  and  Witney's  regiments, 
and  a  battalion  of  train,  commanded  by  col.  Crafts,  were 
embarked  at  the  Long  Wharf,  together  with  cannon, 
ammunition,  provifions,  &c.  and  proceeded  for  Pettick'; 
Ifland  and  Hull,  where  they  were  joined  by  more  troops 
and  fea-coaft  companies,  fo  as  to  make  near  600 
men  at  each  place.  Militia  from  the  towns  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bolton  harbour,  with  a  detachment  from  the 
train  and  fome  field  pieces,  took  poll  on  Moon  Ifland, 
at  Hoffs-neck,  and  at  point  Aldcrton.  A  detachment 
from  the  continental  army  under  col.  Whitcomb,  with 
two  eighteen  pounders,  and  a  thirteen  inch  mortar,  &c. 
were  embarked  for  Long  Ifland,  and  there  took  poll. 
The  troops  did  not  arrive  at  the  feveral  places  of  deftina- 
tion  till  near  morning:  but  when  arrived,  were  a&W 
and  alert  in  the  higheft  degree.     The  cannon  were  foon 

J4»  planted,  and  a  fhot  from  Long  Ifland  announced  their 
defign  y  on  which  a  fignal  was  made  for  the  fleet  to  get 

under 
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under  way.     The  commodore  bore  and  returned  the  lll6* 
American  fire  with  fpirit,  till  a  fhot  from  Long  I  Hand 
pierced  his  upper  works,  when  he  got  under  fail.     Several 
(hells  were  thrown  at  him,  which  might  haften  his  de- 
parture. 

Thus  was  free  egrefs  and  ingrefs  to  the  harbour 
for  all  friendly  veffels  recovered  on  that  very  day,  on 
which,  two  years  before,  tlie  failing  of  every  one  of 
that  kind  from  the  port  of  Bofton  ceaied  by  virtue 
of  a  Britifh  act  of  parliament.  This  circumftance  was 
not  thought  of,  when  the  expedition  commenced ;  but 
was  merely  accidental,  though  it  could  not  be  over- 
looked when  it  had  happened.  The  fame  day  the  houfe 
of  aflembly  received  a  letter  from  the  prefident  of  the 
general  convention  of  Virginia,  enclofing  their  refoiu- 
tions  with  refpecl  to  independency. 

Commodore  Banks  omitting  to  leave  cruifers  in  the 
bay,  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  American  privateers 
of  taking  a  number  of  highlanders.  Three  days  after  17. 
his  quitting  it,  the  George  and  Annabelia  tranfports 
entered,  after  a  paiTage  of  feven  weeks  from  Scotland, 
during  the  courfe  of  which  they  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  fpeaking  a  {ingle  vefTel,  that  could  give  them  the 
fmalleft  information  of  the  Britifh.  troops  having  evacu- 
ated Bofton.  They  were  attacked  in  the  morning  by 
four  privateers,  with  whom  they  engaged  till  evening ; 
when  the  privateers  bore  away,  on  which  the  tranfports 
pufhed  for  Bofton  harbour,  not  doubting  but  that  they 
ihould  receive  protection,  either  from  a  fort  or  fnip  of 
force  (rationed  for  the  fecurity  of  Britifh  mips.  They 
flood  up  for  Nantafket  road,  when  an  American  battery 
opened  upon  them,  which  was  the  firft  ferious  proof 

they 


26S  THE     HISTORY     OF      THE 

s776'  they  had  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  the  port  to  which 
they  were  deftined.  They  were  too  far  embayed  to  re- 
treat, as  the  wind  had  died  away,  and  the  tide  of  flood 
was  not  half  expended.  The  privateers  with  which  thev 
had  been  engaged,  joined  by  two  others,  made  toward 
them.  They  prepared  for  action.  By  fome  misfortune 
the  Annabella  got  a-ground  fo  far  a-ftern  of  the  George, 
that  the  latter  expected  but  a  feeble  fupport  from  her 
mufketry.  About  eleven  at  night  the  privateers  an- 
chored  clofe  by,  and  hailed  them  to  ftrike  the 
Britim  flag.  The  mate  of  the  George,  and  every  failor 
on  board,  the  captain  excepted,  refufed  to  fight  anv 
longer ;  but  every  officer  and  private  of  the  feventy-M 
regiment,  who  were  in  the  mip,  frood  to  their  quarters 
with  ready  obedience  to  the  lieutenant  colonel.  On  their 
refufins:  to  ftrike,  the  action  was  renewed,  when  after  a 
fbarp  combat  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  they  had  expended 
every  fhot  belonging  to  their  artillery.  They  were  then 
obliged  to  yield,  there  being  no  power  of  efcaping,  nor 
the  moil  diftant  hope  of  relief.  Their  killed  were  eight 
privates  and  major  Menzies,  befide  feventeen  wounded. 
The  major  was  buried  with  the  honors  of  war  at  Bofton. 
The  prifoners  experienced  the  utmoft  civility  and  good 
treatment.  A  week  before  the  capture  of  theie  tranfpom 
the  Ann,  in  the  fame  fervice,  was  taken  and  carried  into 
Marblehead,  though  commodore  Banks  was  then  at 
Nantafker.  The  number  of  hishlanders  taken  is  two 
hundred  and  fixty-feven  privates,  forty-eight  others,  be- 
fide the  honorable  Archibald  Campbell,  lieutenant  colonel 
of  the  fecond  battalion  of  the  feventy-firft  regiment. 
On  motion  in  the  MarTachufetts  affembly  it  was  voted 

3.      unanimoufly,  ct  that  if  congrefs  (hall  think  proper  to 

declare 
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declare  the  colonies  independent,  this  houfe  will  approve  lmm^ 
of  the  meafure." 

There  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  approved  by  all  the  co- 
lonies: but  there  has  been  much  manceuvering  in  order 
to  produce  the  neceffary  difpofition  among  the  New 
Yorkers ;  of  which  you  will  form  the  bed  idea,  from  the 
following  letter  written  the  beginning  of  May  from  New 
York,  in  anfwer  to  one  of  the  preceding  month  from 
Philadelphia — cc  Soon  after  I  received  your  letter,  I 
lent  for  col.  Sears,  Mr.  John  Smith  and  fome  others, 
whom  I  knew  to  be  ftanch,  to  fpend  an  evening  with 
rce,  that  I  might  converfe  with  them  upon  the  fubject 
(fuppofed  to  be  that  of  taking  up  government.)  It 
would  not  do  to  mow  your  letter,  or  even  hint  that  I 
had  received  it,  but  an  opportunity  for  introducing  the 
iubject  foon  offered.  A  captain  of  my  guard  came  and 
reported,  that  the  committee  of  fafety  had  fent  fome 
perfons  to  the  main  guard,  who  had  no  complaint  lodged 
againft  them.  I  immediately  fent  to  the  committee,  and 
they  fent  a  fub-committee  to  wait  upon  me.  I  aftced 
them  what  charge  they  had  to  lay  againft  the  prifoners. 
They  informed  me,  one  was  a  collector  who  had  not 
accounted  for  the  money  he  had  collected,  and  had  abufcd 
their  congrefs.  The  others  were  in  for  different  crimes. 
I  told  them,  that  I  could  by  no  means  confent  to  have 
free  citizens  fubjected  to  trials  by  court  martial.  They . 
mud  try  them  by  proper  courts,  if  fuch  there  were  ; 
and  if  not,  the  offenders  muft  run  at  large,  till  neceifity 
obliged  them  to  conftitute  the  proper  courts.  This 
opened  the  door  for  me,  and  I  took  advantage  of  it. 
The  fub-committee  thanked  me  for  my  care  over  the 
liberties  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  owned  the  neceMky 

of 
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1776.  of  taking  up  government:.  Sears,  Smith,  &c.  weft 
ftrongly  of  that  opinion,  and  all  went  home  perfc 
fatisfied,  and  without  fufpecling  the  converfation 
any  thing  more  than  accidental.  The  next  day  Greene 
and  I  were  ordered  to  the  jail  to  fee  fome  prifoners  of 
war.  There  I  found  fome  perfons  in  for  robbery,  and 
one  for  murder.  As  I  found  I  had  good  fuccefs  in  the 
beginning,  I  determined  to  keep  on,  and  frequently 
took  occafion  to  mention  the  great  difficulty,  which  mull 
attend  their  prefent  (late : — that  it  would  be  tyrannical 
to  execute  thofe  perfons  without  a  trial :« — to  try  and  exe- 
cute them,  by  procefs  in  the  name  of  a  king,  with  whom 
we  were  at  war,  would  be  abfurd : — and  if  neither  of 
thefe  methods  were  taken,  they  muft,  whether  guilty  or 
not,  fuffer  perpetual  imprifonment.  The  argument 
took  effect  5  and  even  tories  themfelves  acknowledged  it 
was  belt  to  take  up  government,  till  reconciliation  fhould 
take  place.  This  doctrine  pleafed  rne  well;  for  Ik 
if  government  was  once  ajjumed  upon  whatever  motivts, 
they  would  find  that  the  Rubicon  was  pajfed,  and  that  the) 
could  never  return  to  their  ancient  form.  I  then,  by  the 
advice  of  my  privy  council,  drew  up  a  piece  purporting 
a  petition  to  the  committee  of  fafety,  to  requeft  lc 
from  the  continental  congrefs  to  take  up  government, 
This  piece  I  enclofe  you,  and  though  badly  wrote,  it 
fleers  fo  directly  between  whiggifm  and  toryifm,  that  no 
perfon  can  tell  whether  it  was  drawn  by  a  whig  or  tory. 
My  privy  council  informed  me,  that  it  had  the  defired 
effect ;  the  whigs  were  fond  of  it,  becaufe  if  it  took 
effect,  their  point  was  carried,  and  no  retreat  could  evei 
take  place ;  the  tories  were  fond  of  it,  becaufe  it  held 

up  the  d — d  reconciliation  they  were  feeking  after.  Being 

well 
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well  informed  of  my  fuccefs,  I  thought  it  time  to  found  *776' 
our  colonel  (thought  to  be  McDougall.)  I  font  for  him. 
We  converfed  freely  upon  the  matter  of  taking  up  go- 
vernment. He  owned  the  neceflity  of  it,  and  faid  it 
would  be  carried  into  execution  at  ail  events,  at  the 
meeting  of  their  convention.  He  informed  me,  that 
almoft  every  perfon  began  to  fee  the  neceflity ;  and  that 
the  inftruclions,  then  drawing  up  for  their  delegates, 
mentioned  nothing  about  effecting  a  reconciliation,  but 
to  protect  and  defend  America.  "lien  I  found  him  in 
the  true  way  to  happinefs,  I  difmiffed  him,  and  attacked 
others  \ — to  tories  I  painted  the  evils  attending  their 
prefent  ftate;— -to  whigs  I  held  up  the  advantage  of 
feizing  the  precious  moment.  I  foon  found  my  party 
increafe  with  furprifing  rapidity." 

Within  feven  days  after  this  letter  was  fent  to  Phila-  May 
delphia,  congrefs  refolved,  "  That  it  be  recommended  ,Q 
to  the  refpeclive  affemblies  and  conventions  of  the  united 
colonies,  where  no  government  fufEcient  to  the  exigencies 
of  their  affairs  hath  been  hitherto  eftablifhed,  to  adopt 
iuch  government  as  fhall  in  the  opinion  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people,  bell  conduce  to  the  happinefs  and 
fafety  of  their  conftituents  in  particular,  and  America 
in  general."  The  following  preamble  was  prepared  and 
agreed  to,  five  days  after,  «  Whereas  his  Britannic  ma-  f- 
pry,  in  conjunction  with  the  lords  and  commons  of 
Great  Britain  has,  by  a  late  ad  of  parliament,  excluded 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  united  colonies  from  the  pro- 
tection of  his  crown ;  and  whereas  no  anfwer  whatever 
t0  the  humble  petitions  of  the  colonies  for  redrefs  of 
grievances  and  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  has  been 

is  likely  to  be  given,  but  the  whole  force  of  that 
3  kingdom, 


or 
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1776.  kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be  exerted 
for  the  deftruction  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies- 
and  whereas  it  appears  abfolutely  irreconcileable  to  rea- 
fon  and  good  conicience,  for  the  people  of  thefe  colonies 
now  to  take  the  oaths  and  affirmations  neceflary  for  the 
fupport  of  any  government  under  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  and  it  is  necefTary  that  the  exercife  of  even' 
kind  of  authority,  under  the  faid  crown,  fhould  be  to- 
tally  fupprefTed,  and  all  the  powers  of  government  ex- 
erted under  the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  colonic . 
for  the  prefervation  of  internal  peace,  virtue  and  good 
order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  their  lives,  liberties 
and  properties  againft  the  hoftile  invafions  and  cruel  de- 
predations of  their  enemies,  therefore  refolved,"  &c.as 
above. 

May       The  fecret  committee  was  ordered  to  endeavour  to 

l8'  difcover  the  defign  of  the  French  in  alTembling  fo  large 
a  fleet,  and  fo  great  a  number  of  troops  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  whether  they  mean  to  act  for  or  againft  Ame- 
rica. By  this  it  appears  that  the  congrefs  have  no  al- 
iurance  or  certainty  of  fupport  from  France. 

Corporal  Cruz,  the  rifleman,  who  was  carried  to  Eng- 
land and  difcharged  by  the  mayor,  is  arrived  with  dil- 
patches  from  Arthur  Lee  efq;  containing  intelligence  c: 
the  whole  naval  and  land  force  intended  for  the  attack 
of  die  united  colonies,  and  of  the  places  for  whid 
they  were  deftined.  He  got  a  paiiage  to  Halifax;  from 
whence  he  made  his  efcape  to  Bofton  j  and  then  wen: 

23.  on  to  head  quarters  at  New  York.  Soon  after,  congrclj 
refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  generals  Wafhington,  Gates,  and  Mifflin,  up°n 

the  moil  fpeedy  and  effectual  means  for  fupporting  the 

American 
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American  caufe  in  Canada.     It  was  the  opinion  of  the  1776. 
generals,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  keep  the  Indians 
in  a  ftate  of  neutrality;  that  they  would  undoubtedly 
take  an  acuve  part,  either  for  or  againft  the  Americans; 
and  that  it  would  be  beft  immediately  to  engage  them 
on  their  fide,  and  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours,  to 
prevent  their  minds  being  poifoned  by  miniflerial  emif- 
faries.     When  the  committee  brought  in  their  report,  it  May 
was  refolved  among  other  things,  <:  That  it  is  highly     25- 
expedient  to  engage  the  Indians  in  the  fervice  of  the 
united  colonies." 

Upon  the  firft  intelligence  received  at  Philadelphia  of 
the  troops  to  be  employed  againft  the  Americans,  a 
citizen  of  eminence  wrote  to  his  correfpondent,  cc  We 
now  know  who  the  commiflioners  are,  and  their  num- 
bers, viz.  Meffrs.  the  Heffians,  Brunfwickers,  Waideck- 
ers,  Engliih,  Scotch  and  Irifh.  This  gives  the  coup  de 
grace  to  the  Britifh  and  American  connection.  It  has 
already  wrought  wonders  in  this  city  :  converfions  have 
been  more  rapid  than  ever  under  Mr.  Whitefield.  The 
Pennsylvania  farmer  (Dickinfon)  told  me  yefterday  in 
the  field — that  his  fentiments  were  changed — he  had 
been  defirous  of  keeping  the  door  open  as  long  as  pof- 
fible,  and  was  now  convinced,  that  nothing  was  to  be 
expected  from  our  enemies  but  flavery." 

The  detaching  of  the  ten  ftrongeft  regiments  to  Cana- 
da, made  the  mofc  ftrenuous  exertions  neceflary  for 
getting  New  York  into  a  proper  ftate  of  defence.  Con- 
grefs  therefore  authorized  gen.  JVaJhingtcn  to  direct  the 
building  of  as  many  fire  rafts,  row  gallies,  armed  boats 
and  floating  batteries,  as  might  be  judged  requifite  for 
the  immediate  defence  of  that  port  and  of  Hudfon's 

Vol.  II.  T  river, 
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1776.  riven     They  afterward  reiblved,  that  17,800  militia  bfe 

J* 

3< 


J1       employed  to  reinforce  the  army ;  and  that  a  flying  camp 


be  immediately  erhablimed  in  the  middle  colonic 
confift  of  10,000  men.  They  did  not  overlook  Canada; 
but  on  the  fame  day  agreed,  that  the  general  fhould  be 
empowered  to  employ  in  that  province  a  number  of  In- 

5*  dians,  not  exceeding  two  thoufand  :  and,  two  days  after, 
ordered  that  the  ftanding  committee  for  Indian  affairs 
do  devife  ways  and  means  for  carrying  the  fame  into 
effect.  Within  four  and  twenty  hours  after,  they  com- 
plimented the  earl  of  Effingham,  for  the  fin gularly  noble 
part  he  had  acted,  by  naming  one  of  their  frigates,  now 
building,  the  Effingham.  The  names  of  the  reft  are, 
the  Conereis,  Randolph*  Hancock,  Wafliinston,  Trum* 
bull,  Raleigh.,  Montgomery,  Warren,  Bofton,  Virginia, 
Providence  and  Delaware. 

\%  Certain  refolutions  reflecting  independency  were  moved 

and  feconded,  on  the  7th  of  June,  and  the  eonfideration 
of  them  referred  till  the  next  day.  Richard 
efq;  one  of  the  Virginia  delegates,  had  given  notice  to 
combers,  that  on  that  day  he  fliould  move  for  a  decla- 
don  of  independence :  he  accordingly  made  the  mo- 
tion. Various  occurrences  had  contributed  to  ripen  the 
colonies  for  the  meafure  -,  feveral  of  which  have  been 
occasionally  mentioned :  others  remain  to  be  noticed, 
The  North  Carolinians  were  at  one  time  violent  againil 
a  feparatioo  from  Great  Britain  ;  a  delegate  in  their  coin 
veniion  mentioning  independence,  the  cry  was — rreafon 
-r-treaion  5  and   he  called  to  order:  but  the 

been  wearied  ■         ,y  the  proceedings  of  the  Britiih  mi- 
mftry,  and  tlie   methods  purfued  and  countenanced  by 

gov,  Mai    a :  lb  that  all  regard  and  fendnefs  for  the 

king 
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kin ty  and  nation  of  Great  Britain  has  fubfided,  and  in-  1776. 
dependence  has  become  the  word  moil  in  life  among 
them.  They  aik,  "  Is  it  potfihle  that  any  colony,  after 
what  has  paffed,  can  wifh  for  reconciliation  ?"  The  con- 
ftant  publications,  which  have  appeared  and  been  read 
with  attention,  have  greatly  promoted  the  fpirit  of  in- 
dependency :  but  no  one  fo  much  as  the  pamphlet  un- 
der the  (ignature  of  Common  Senfe,  written  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine,  an  Englishman.  The  ftile,  manner,  and  language 
of  the  author  is  Angular  and  captivating.  He  under- 
takes to  prove  the  neceillty,  the  advantages,  and  practi- 
cability of  independence.  That  no  lurking  affection  for 
thcfovereign  may  impede  it,  kings  are  placed  in  a  light, 
that  tends  not  only  to  deftroy  all  attachment  to  them, 
but  to  make  them  diflafleful :  their  very  office  is  at- 
tempted  to  be  rendered  odious ;  from  whence  the  tran- 
fition  to  the  royal  perfon  is  eafy.  Nothing  could  have 
been  better  timed  than  this  performance.  In  unifon 
with  the  fentiments  and  feelings  of  the  people,  it  has 
produced  moil  ailonifhing  effects  3  and  been  received 
wkh  vaft  applaufe ;  read  by  almoft  every  American.; 
and  recommended  as  a  work  replete  with  truth,  and 
againft  which  none  but  the  partial  and  prejudiced  can 
form  any  objections.  It  has  fatisfied  multitudes,  that  it 
1* their  true  intereft  immediately  to  cut  the  Gordian 
knot  by  which  the  American  colonies  have  been  bound  to 
Great  Britain,  and  to  open  their  commerce,  as  an  inde- 
pendent people,  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  It  has 
been  greatly  inflru  mental  in  producing  a  fimilarity  of 
fentiment  through  the  continent, "  upon  the  iiibjecl  under 
the  consideration  of  congrefs.  On  the  10th,  the  bufinefs 
^spoftponed  to  the  lit  of  July  j  but  that  no  time  mig 
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J776'be  loft,  the  next  day  Meffrs.  Jefferfon,  John  Adams, 
Franklin,  Sherman,  and  R.  R.  Livingfton,  were  ap. 
pointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. Directly  upon  which,  congrefs  reiblved 
cc  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digef: 
the  form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between 
thefe  colonies :  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be  propofed  to  foreign 
powers." 

Let  us  pafs  for  awhile  to  other  matters. 

June  Congrefs  refolved  to  fend  major  general  Gates  inn) 
Canada,  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  that  pro- 
vince :  but  before  the  latter  could  reach  them,  they  were 
at  Crown  Point ;  this  however  could  not  be  known  by 
congrefs.  They  concluded  upon  authorizing  gen.  Waih- 
ington  to  offer  the  Indians  a  reward  of  a  hundred 
dollars  for  every  commiftioned  officer,  and  thirty  dollars 
for  every  private  foldier  of  the  king's  troops,  that  they 
fhould  take  prifoners  in  the  Indian  country,  or  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  united  colonies.  The  general's  am: 
furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  fecret  foes,  who,  he  is 
perfuaded,  will  {tick  at  nothing  to  effect  their  purpofa 
of  deflroying  it.  They  had  laid  a  deep  feheme 
doing  it,  which  was  profecuted  with  the  utmoft  vigilance, 
but  has  been  happily  difcovered.  The  general  has  I 
proof  as  to  their  intentions  againil:  the  army ;  but  i 
not  fo  clear,  whether  there  was  any  thing  perfonal  de- 
flgned  againfl:  himfelC  That  reliance  however,  which 
he  has  on  the  protection  of  an  all-wife  and  benefice!" 
Being,  has  iecured  him   at  leaft  againfl  the  fear  of  it; 

and  will  prevent  any  change  in  his  co.nduc~t  from  taking 

place 
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place  through  apprehenfion  *.  Two  of  the  general's  HT0^ 
<niard  were  concerned ;  a  third,  it  is  faid,  whom  they 
tempted  to  ioin  them,  made  the  difcovery.  Several 
were  taken  into  cuftody ;  and  among  them  the  mayor  of  2^ 
New  York,  who  confefied  the  bringing  of  money  from 
gov.  Tryon  to  pay  for  rifles  made  by  a  gunfrriith,  now 
in  irons.  The  mayor,  after  being  twice  examined,  was 
remanded  to  prifon  under  a  proper  guard. 

This  affair  produced  a  change  in  the  politics  of  New 
Jerfey.  That  colony,  it  was  thought,  would  be  among 
the  lafr  to  alter  its  government,  whereas  it  will  now  be 
among  the  firft  that  gets  a  fettled  conftitution.  Nothing 
more  than  a  bare  majority  in  favor  of  the  alteration,  was 
expected  in  the  provincial  congrefs  :  but  the  plot  againft 
the  general  wrought  wonders :  there  were  but  four  dif- 
fenting  voices.  On  the  21ft,  however,  before  they  could 
know  the  plot  as  a  body,  they  proceeded  to  elect  dele- 
gates for  the  continental  congrefs,  whom  they  empowered 
to  join  in  declaring  the  united  colonies  independent  of 
Great  Britain.  In  this  election  they  hft  cut  William 
Livingfton  efq;  under  a  ftrong  perfuafion  that  he  was 
not  favorable  to  independency ;  and  chofe  the  Rev.  Dr* 
Witheripoon,  the  prefident  of  the  college  at  Princeton* 
from  a  conviction  that  he  would  fupport  it  with  all  his 
abilities. 

Gen.  Hovje  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  in  the  Greyhound  2^ 
frigate.  He  foon  received  from  gov.  Tryon  a  full  ac- 
count  of  the  ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  province,  as  well 
as  of  the  ftrength  of  the  Americans.  Gen.  WajhingT 
ton's  army  was  fmall,  rather  below  9000  fit  for  duty. 
Of  this  little  army,  he  wrote,  cc  at  leaft  2000  are  wh 

*  The  general's  letter  to  me, 
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1776.  deflitnte  of  arms,  and  near  as  many  with  arms  in  fuch 
condition  as  to  be  rather  calculated  to  difconrage  than 
animate  the  ufer."  The  fame  day,  the  Britifh  fleet  ar- 
rived with   gen.  Howe's  troops  from  Halifax.     They 

July  took  pofTefTion  of  Staten  I  Hand,  July  the  2d.  On  the 
4th,  the  American  adjutant  general,  col.  jofeph  Reed, 
wrote  to  a  member  of  congrefs,  "  With  an  army  of  force 
before,  and  a  fecret  one  behind,  we  (land  0  t  of 

land  with  6000  old  troops,  (if  a  year':         ice  of  about 
half,  can  entitle  them  to  the  name)  and  about  1500  new 
levies  of  this  province,  many  difaffected  and  mere  doubt- 
ful.    In  this  fituation  we  are  ;  every  man  in  the  am 
from  the  general  to  the  private  (acquainted  with  our 
true  fituation)  is  exceedingly  difcouraged.     Had  Ih 
the  true  pofture   of  affairs,    no   confederation  would  I 
tempted  me  to  have  taken  an  active  part  of  this  fcene  j  and 
this  fen:        f  is  univerfaL"     Gen.   Howe  is  fufficiently 
frrong,  confidering  the  goodnefs  of  his  troops,  to  make 
a  fucceLfu!  attempt  upon  the  Americans  3  but  being  in 
daily  expect  the  reinforcement  from  Europe, 

he  will  undoubtedly  remain  inactive  till  their  arrival. 

This  then  is  a  proper  opportunity  for  relating  the 
operations  in  South  Carolina. 

The  defigns  of  miniftry  againft  the  fouthern  colonies 
were  providentially  difcovered,  before  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Peter  Parker.  In  the  beginning  of  April  capt.  James 
Barron  arrived  at  William i  ^h,  with  difpatches  from 
ic  fecretary  of  date  for  gov.  Eden  of  Maryland,  which 
he  took  from  on  board  a  fmall  ve  :  by  lord  Dun- 

more  to  carry  them  to  Annapolis.     The  fecretary 's  let- 
ter is  dated  Whitehall,  Dec,  23,  1775,  and  fays, 

«  SIR) 


american     p.  e  v  o  l  u  t  i  o  n.  27<) 

"  Sir,  j776- 

«  An  armament  of  feven  regiments,  with  a  Meet  of 
frigates  and  fmall  fnips,  is  now  in  readinefs  to  proceed 
to  the  fouthem  colonies,  in  order  to  attempt  the  refro- 
ration  of  legal  government  in  that  part  of  America.  It 
will  proceed  in  the  firft  place  to  North  Carolina,  and 
from  thence  either  to  South  Carolina  or  Virginia,  as 
circumilances  fhall  point  out."  This  difcovery  is  rank- 
ed, by  the  American  commander  in  chief,  among  many 
other  fignal  interpositions  of  Providence,  and  as  ferving 
to  infpire  every  reflecting  mind  with  confidence.  No 
one  profeffes  cf  a  more  perfect  reliance  on  the  all-wife  and 
ul  dif  )hs  of  the  fupreme  Being,  or  thinks 

his  aid  more  necefTary." 

The  Ann  and  Ifabella  arrived  at  Cape  Fear  with  part  April 
of  the   1 7th  regiment:    flie  was  the  firfr.  veiTei  of  Sir   l8a 
Peter  Parker's  fleet.     From  her  arrival  to  the  fecond  of 
May,  thirteen  tranfports  got  in.     On  the  third,  Sir  Peter  May 
and  twenty  fail  arrived  with  lord  Ccrnwdlis,  gen,  Vaughan    3* 
and  others :    when  they  met  with  gen.  Clinton,    who, 
after  leaving:  New  York,  proceeded  to  Virginia,  where 
he  faw  lord  Dunmore  ;  but  finding  that  no  fervice  could 
be  effected  in  that  colony,  he  repaired  to  Cape  Fear  river,. 
and  waited  the  arrival  of  the  armament  from  Europe. 
Gen.  Clinton  iflued  out  a  proclamation  from  on  board     * 
the  Pallas  tranfport,  offering  free  pardon  to  all  fuch  as 
ihould  lay  down  their  arms,   &c.  excepting  Cornelius 
Harnett  and  Robert  Howe.     The  defeat  cf  the  high- 
landers  and  regulators  in  February,  and  the  meafures 
afterward  taken  for  the  fafety  of  the  colony,  diverted 
the  commanders  from  attempting  anything  againftit; 
and  led  them  to  conclude  upon  attacking  Charkfiewn^ 

T  4  which 
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1776.  which  they  were  in  full  expectation  of  fubduing,  as  they 
had  about  2800  land  forces  to  co-operate  with  die  men 
of  war.     Prior  to  their  arrival  and  junction,  every  exer- 
tion had  been  made  to  put  the  colony  of  South  Carolina, 
and  efpeciaily  its  capital,  in  a  refpectable  poftire  of  de- 
fence.    As  one  mean  conducing  to  it,  works  were  erect 
ed  on  Sullivan's  ifland,  fituated  fo  near  the  channel  as 
to  be  a  very  convenient  poft  for  annoying  fnips  approach- 
ing the  town  5  and  about  thirty  cannon,  32,  18  and  9 
pounders,  were   mounted    on    a   fort   conftructed  with 
palmetto.     This  is  a  tree  peculiar  to  the  fouthern  ftates, 
which  grows  f  om    twenty  to   forty  feet  high  withou: 
branches,  and  then  terminates  in  fomething  refembling 
the  head  of  a  cabbage.    The  wood  is  remarkably  fpongy, 
A  bullet  entering;  it  makes   no  extended  fracture,  bu: 
buries  itfelf  without  injuring  the  parts  adjacent. 

Jur.e  Qn  tne  firfc  0f  June,  advices  were  received  in  Charlef- 
town,  that  a  fleet  of  forty  or  fifty  fail  was  at  anchor 
about  fix  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Sullivan's  ifland. 
The  next  day  the  alarm  ilgnal  was  fired,  and  exprefles 
fent  to  the  officers  commanding  the  militiajn  the  coun- 
try, to  repair  to  the  immediate  defence  of  the  capital 
with  the  forces  under  their  refpective  commands.  In  a 
few  days  feveraj  hundred  of  the  enemy's  troops  were 
landed  on  Long  Ifland,  fituated  to  the  eaflward  of  SuJ- 

ta.  livan's,  and  feparated  from  it  by  a  creek.  On  the  10th 
the  Briftol,  a  50  gun  fhip,  her  guns  being  previouity 
taken  out,  got  fife  over  the  bar.  About  this  time  a 
proclamation  was  fent  afhore,  in  which  gen.  Clinton 
promifed  pardon  to  the  inhabitants,  upon  their  laying 
down  their  arms,  and  quietly  fubmitting  to  the  re-cfta- 
bliibmtnt  of  royal  government.     It  produced  none  pi 

the 
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the  effects  wifhed  from  it.  The  militia  of  the  country  m$* 
very  generally  obeyed  the  fummons  of  piefident  Rut- 
lecke,  and  repaired  in  great  numbers  to  the  capital. 
The  regular  regiments  of  the  adjacent  northern  colo- 
nies, having  been  ordered  to  the  aiiiftance  of  their  fouthern 
neighbours,  arrived  at  this  critical  iunclure.  The  whole 
were  commanded  by  gen.  Lee,  who  had  been  lent  to  the 
fouthward  on  gen.  Clinton's  leaving  the  Hook.  The 
great  opinion,  every  where  entertained  of  his  ability  and 
experience,  added  to  the  fpirits  of  the  troops  and  inha- 
bitants In  a  few  days  the  Americans,  including  the 
militia  of  the  town  and  country,  amounted  to  five  or  fix 
thoufand  men.  The  firfl  South  Carolina  regular  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  col.  Gadfden,  was  flationed  at 
fort  Johnfon,  on  the  mofl  northerly  point  of  James 
Ifland,  and  within  point  blank  fhot  of  the  channel.  The 
fecond  and  third  regular  regiments  of  the  colony,  com- 
manded by  cols.  Moultrie  and  Tbompfony  occupied  the 
two  extremities  of  Sullivan's  Ifland.  The  other  forces 
had  their  polls  afiigned  them  at  HaddreH's  Point,  James 
Ifland,  and  along  the  bay  in  front  of  the  town.  The 
ftreets  near  the  water  were  in  different  places  ftrongly 
barricaded.  The  {lores  on  the  wharfs,  though  im- 
menfeiy  valuable,  were  pulled  down,  and  lines  of  de- 
fence continued  along  the  water's  edge.  DomefHc  con- 
veniencies  were  exchanged  for  blankets  and  knapfacks, 
and  gentlemen  of  the  moil  independent  fortune  labored 
with  the  hoe  and  the  fpade  in  their  hands.  Gov.  Rut- 
ledge,  fore  againfl  his  will,  was  obliged  to  adopt  fome 
abfclute  meafures  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  He  preffed 
700  negroes  with  tools,  &c.  belonging  to  non-aiTocia- 
tors,  to  work  upon  the  fortifications  and  trenches  -,  and 

feized 
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J77^-feized  for  the  prefent,  the  cafh  and  papers  of  many  af. 
fociators,  in  name  only,  to  prevent  dieir  doing  mifchief, 
as  they  hung  back  in  the  hour  of  trial.     In  a  few  d 
by  the  labor  of  the  citizens,  in  conjunction  with  the  ne- 
groes,   fuch    obftructions  were  thrown  in   the  way 
would  have  greatly  embarrafTed  the  royal  army,  had  it 

June  attempted  landing  in  the  town.     The  Experiment 

20#     5°  glins  &fely  croiled  the  bar,  after  taking  fimilar  pre- 
cautions with  the  Briftol. 

«&  The  fort  on  Sullivan's  ifland  is  now  to  be  attacked  by 
the  two  50  gun  mips,  the  Briftol  and  Experiment— four 
frigates,  the  Active,  Acteon,  Solebay  and  Syren,  each 
of  28  guns — -the  Sphynx  of  10  guns,  the  Friendfhip 
armed  veiTel  of  22  guns,  the  Ranger  fioop  and  Thun- 
der bomb  each  of  eight  guns.  The  Thunder  bomb 
covered  by  the  armed  fhip,  takes  her  (ration  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  begins  to  throw  fhells,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  eleven.  The  Active,  Briftol,  Experiment  and 
Solebay  come  boldly  on  to  the  attack.  A  little  before 
eleven,  the  garrifon  fires  four  or  five  fhot  at  the  Active 
while  under  fail.  When  fhe  comes  near  the  fort,  fhe 
drops  anchor,  and  pours  in  a  broadfide.  Her  example 
is  followed  by  the  three  other  veffels,  and  a  moft  furious 
and  inceflant  cannonade  enfues.  The  Sphynx,  Acteon 
and  Syren  are  ordered  to  take  their  ftation  between  the 
end  of  the  ifland  and  Charieflown,  partly  to  enfilade  the 
works  of  the  fort,  partly  to  cut  off  the  communication 
between  the  ifland  and  the  continent,  and  partly  to  pre- 
vent any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  interrupt  the 
grand  attack.  The  weflern  extremity  of  the  fort,  oft 
which  they  are  to  be  flationed,  is  fo  unfmifhed  as  to 
■afford  very  imperfect  cover  to  the  men  at  the  guns  in 
i  that 
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hit  part,  and  alfo  fo  fitnated  as  to  expofe  the  men   in  1776* 

l-he  other  parts  of  the  fort  to  a  very  dangerous  crofs  fire. 

'Providence  on   this  occafion  remarkably  interpofes  in 

Dehalf  of  the  garrifon,  and  faves  them  from  a  fate,  that 

jndoubtedly   would   otherwife    be  inevitable.      About 

welve  o'clock,  as  the  three  lad-mentioned  fhips  are  ad- 

rancins:,  they  all  set  entangled  with  a  fnoal  called  the 

I  Viiddle  Ground  -,  two  of  them  run  foul  of  each  other. 

The  Adteon  flicks  fail.     The  Sphynx,  before  fhe  clears 

lerfelf,    lofes   her    bowsprit;    but    the    Syren  gets  off 

vithout  much   injury.     They  are  too  late  however,  or 

no  condition  for  executing  the  intended  fervice.     The 

!  Thunder  bomb,  after  having  thrown  about  60  (hells,  is 

'  b  damaged  as  to  be  incapable  of  firing  longer.     While 

he  continued    fire   from   the  fhips  feems  flifncient  to 

1  hake  the  braved  enemy,  and  daunt  the  courage  of  the 

nod  veteran  foldier,  the  return  made  from  the  fort  calls 

or  the  refbect  of  the  brave  Britiih  feamen,  though  highly 

incommoded  by  it.      The  garrifon,    which  confifls  of 

I  :ol.  Moultrie,  344  regulars,  and  a  few  volunteer  militia, 

I  learly  all  raw  and  unexperienced,  flick  to  their  guns  with 

i  he  greatefl  conflancy  and  firmnefs,  amidfl  a  mofl  dread- 

lil  roar  of  artillery.     They  fire  deliberately  and  flowly, 

ind  take  a  cool  and  effective  aim.     The  fhips  fufTer 

iccorclmgly.     They  are  torn  almoft  to  pieces,  and  the 

laughter  is  dreadful.     Never  did  Britifh  valor  Ihine 

nore  confpicuous,  nor  ever  did  their  marine  experience 

b  rough  an  encounter,  in  an  engagement  of  the  fame 

lature  with  any  foreign  enemy.     The  fprings  of  the 

MftoFs  cable  being  cut  by  the  fhct,  flie  is  for  fome 

ime  mofl  dreadfully  raked  by  the  Americans.     Capt. 

VLorris,  who  commands  her,  though  he  has  received  3 

numjpq* 
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1776.  number  of  wounds,  difdains  quitting  his  duty,  til]  his 
arm  being  at  length  fhot  oft,  he  is  carried  away  in  cir- 
cumftances  that  afford  no  poflibility  of  recovery.  Sir 
Peter  Parker  fufTers  a  flight  contuficn.  Every  man 
flattened  in  the  beginning  of  the  action  on  the  quarter 
deck  of  the  Briftol,  is  cither  killed  or  wounded.  In  - 
whole  me  has  40  men  killed  and  7 1  wounded.  The 
Experiment  has  23  killed  and  76  wounded.  Capt.  Scott, 
who  commands  her,  lofes  his  arm  and  receives  manv 
other  wounds.  Lord  Campbell,  the  te  governc 
the  colony,  who  ferves  as  a  volunteer,  with  the  grev 
fpirit  and  bravery,  and  is  fo  condefcending  as  toaccer 
the  direction  of  fome  guns  on  the  lower  gun  deck,  re- 
ceives a  hurt  in  his  left  fide,  which  may  finally  prove 
mortal  *.  The  fire  of  the  fort  is  principally  direcleri 
againft  the  Briflol  and  Experiment,  which  fuller  very 
much  in  their  hulls,  mads  and  rigging.  Not  lefs  thr. 
70  balls  go  through  the  former.  The  Acleon  has  a 
lieutenant  killed  and  fix  men  wounded.  The  Solebav 
has  eight  men  wounded.  The  lofs  of  the  garrifon  is 
only  10  men  killed  and  22  wounded. 

The  guns  of  the  fort  were  at  one  time  fo  long  filenced, 
that  it  was  thought  to  have  been  abandoned.  When 
the  garrifon  had  received  a  recruit  of  powder,  the  ex- 
penditure of  their  itock  having  obliged  them  to  ceaie 
firing,  they  began  it  again,  and  did  amazing  execution 
by  its  excefiive  feverity.  During  the  long,  hot  and 
obftinate  conflict  between  the  American  fort  and  the  Bri- 
tifh  men  of  war,  the  feamen  looked  frequently  and  im- 
patiently to  the  eaflward,  expecting  to  fee  the  land  forces, 
under  gen.  Clinton  and  lord  Cornwallis,  advance  from 

*  It  at  length  occafioned  his  death, 

Long 
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Long  Ifiand,  and  march  up  to  fecond  their  attack ;  but  lu6* 
in  this  they  were  difappointed.  Though  the  creek  be- 
tween that  ifiand  nnd  Sullivan's  is  eafily  fordable  in  ge- 
neral, yet  at  that  time,  through  a  long  feries  of  eafteriy 
winds  it  was  uncommonly  deep,  and  impaffable  at  the 
ufual  place  of  paiTage.  The  Kritim  troops  might  have 
eroded  higher  up ;  but:  then  they  muft  have  been  ex~ 
pofed  fo  completely  and  fo  long  to  the  American  fire,, 
that  they  would  have  run  the  greateft  rifk  of  being  de- 
feated. Col.  Thompfon,  with  300  riflemen  of  his  re- 
giment ;  col.  Clark,  with  -200  regulars  of  the  North  Ca- 
rolina line;  col.  Horry,  with  200  South  Carolina  mi- 
litia, and  the  Racoon  company  of  militia  riflemen,  with 
an  eighteen  pounder  and  a  field  piece,  were  ftationed  at 
the  eaft  end  of  Sullivan's  I  Hand  to  oppofe  their  crofting. 
The  Britifn  fire  was  kept  up  without  intermiffion  rill 
near  feven  o'clock,  when  it  flackened  conflderably.  At 
half  pail  nine,  the  firing  on  both  fides  ceafed,  and  at 
eleven  the  fhattered  fhips  flipped  their  cables,  and  with- 
drew from  the  fcene  of  aclion,  after  an  engagement 
which  had  been  fupported  with  uncommon  courage  and 
vigor,  on  both  fides,  for  above  ten  hours.  Next  morn- 
ing, all  the  men  of  war,  except  the  Acteon,  had  retired 
about  two  miles  from  the  ifland.  The  garrifon  fired 
feveral  fhot  at  her  ;  me  at  firft  returned  them,  but  foon 
after  the  crew  fet  her  on  fire  and  abandoned  her,  leaving 
the  colours  flying,  the  guns  loaded,  and  all  her  ammu- 
nition and  ftores  behind.  She  was  in  a  fnort  time  board- 
ed by  a  party  of  Americans,  who  brought  off  her  co- 
lours, the  fhip's  bell,  and  as  many  fails  and  (lores  as 
three  boats  could  contain.  While  the  flames  were  burn- 
ing out  on  all  fides,  they  fired  three  of  r\er  guns  at  the 

com- 
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*77&  commodore,  and  then  quitted  her;  and  in  let  than: 
an  hour  after  fhe  blew  up* 

There  were  many  thoufand  fhot  fired  at  the  fort  f 
the  fhipping;    but  the  works   fullered  little  damage: 
thofe  which    (truck   the  fort  were   buried   in  its 
wood.     Hardly  a  hut   or  tree  on  the  ifland  efcaped. 
Seven  thoufand  balls  have  been  picked  up  fince  the  en- 
gagement. 

When  the  Britim  fleet  appeared  off  the  coaft,  there 
was  fo  fcanty  a  flock  of  lead,  that  to  fupply  the  muf- 
ketry  with  bullets,  it  became  necefTary  to  drip  the  win. 
dows  of  the  dwelling  houfes  in  Charleflown  of  their 
weights.  Powder  alfo  was  very  fcarce,  notwithfland 
a  feafonable  fupply  received  a  few  days  before  the  en- 
gagement. The  proportion  allotted  for  the  defence 
the  fort  was  but  barely  enough  for  flow  firing.  It  was 
expended  with  great  deliberation.  The  officers, 
turn,  pointed  the  guns  with  fuch  exaclnefs,  that  moll 
of  their  fhot  took  effect  on  the  fhipping.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  action  the  fiag-ilarT  was  fhot  away.  Ser- 
geant Jafper  of  the  grenadiers  immediately  jumped  on 
the  beach,  took  up  the  Mag,  and  faftened  it  on  a  fponge- 
ftaff.  He  mounted  the  merlon  with  it  in  his  hand; 
and  though  the  mips  were  directing  their  incefc 
broad  fides  at  the  fpot,  deliberately  fixed  it. 
day  after  the  action,  gov.  Rntledge  prefented  the  fcr- 
geant  with  a  fword,  as  a  mark  of  refpect  for  his  diftin- 
guifhed  valor.  Seven  of  the  wounded  of  the  garrifon 
loft  their  limbs ;  but  not  with  thefe  their  fpirits  -,  for  they 
cnthufiaftically  encouraged  their  comrades,  never  to 
abandon  the  ftandard  of  liberty  and  their  country  • 

*  General  Let's  letter  to  Concrrefs,  _, . 

This 
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fhis  was  particularly  noticed  of  fergeant  McDonakl,  1776- 
ho  being  mortally  wounded  by  a  cannon  ball,  employ- 
ed the  interval  between  the  wounding  and  his  death,  in 
exhortations  to  that  purpofe.  He  expired  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes, when  Jafper  removed  the  body  out  of  fight,  call- 
ing out  at  the  lame  inftant,  "  revenge  the  brave  man's. 

death." 

Charleftown  has  certainly  had  a  narrow  efcape.  Gen. 
Lee  wrote  to  the  board  of  war  July  the  fecond,  <c  For 
the  want  of  cavalry,  Charleftown  and  its  dependencies 
had  certainly  been  lofr,  if  the  enemy  had  acted  with 
that  vigor  and  expedition  we  had  reafon  to  expect,  but 
a  moft  unaccountable  languor  and  inertnefs  on  their  parts 
have  faved  us."  The  unnVrfhed  flate  of  the  fort,  the 
danger  of  its  being  enfiladed,  and  the  difficulty  of  a  re- 
treat for  want  of  a  durable  communication  between  the 
ifland  and  the  main  by  a  bridge,  led  the  general  to  view 
the  fort  rather  as  untenable,  and  to  incline  to  the  aban- 
doning of  it :  but  when  he  found  that  col.  Moultrie  was 
determined  at  all  adventures  to  attempt  its  defence,  he 
fatisfied  himfelf  with  advifins:  to  a  feafonable  evacua- 
don,  and  againft  Hiking  too  much  in  its  fupport.  The 
colonel  and  his  garrifon  have  deferved  the  praifes  and 
thanks  of  their  country,  and  will  undoubtedly  meet  with 
due  honor. 

Some  think  there  was  a  capital  miftake  on  the  part 
of  the  Britifh  commanders  in  flopping  at  the  fort,  when 
Charleftown  was  the  object;  and  that  the  fleet  mould 
have  pa0ed  the  ifland,  in  order  to  their  attacking  th© 
town,  which,  with  a  leading  wind  and  tide,  might  have 
r  been  done  with  a  tenth  part  of  the  lofs  and  damage  th 
&e  fhips  have  fuftained.     But  had  they  paffed  the  forr, 

a  fuc- 
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1776.  a  fuccefsful  attack  upon  the  town  was  not  a  necei 
confequence.     The  very  attack  of  the  fort  would  hav' 
been  fuccefsful,  had  the  A£teon  got  fafe  to  her  ftatio-, 
inftead  of  running  aground. 

The  fate  of  this  expedition  will  contribute  greatly  to 
eftabliih  die  popular  government  it  was  intended  to 
overfet :  while  the  news  of  it  will  fly  like  a  meteo; 
through  the  continent,  and  carry  with  it  a  mod  malk 
nant  influence  on  the  royal  caufe.  Sir  Peter  Parker 
will  moll  probably  fail  foon,  with  the  fleet  and  troops, 
for  the  Hook,  in  order  to  join  lord  Howe. 

Now  let  us  refume  the  momentous  bufinefs  of  inde- 
pendence. 

The  Pennsylvania  afTembly  withdrew  from  its  link 
with  congrefs,  in  confequence  of  inftruclions  to  their  de- 
legates, upon  the  congreflional  refolve  of  May  the  1 
for  fuppreffing  all  authority  derived  from  the  crowr 
Great  Britain  in  the  united  colonies.     The  committee 
of  the  city  and  liberties    of  Philadelphia  apprehem 
that  by  this  ftep  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  people  -,  and 
in  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
inhabitants,  iflued  letters  on  the  20th  of  May  (by  virtue 
of  a  power  given  to  them  in  the  provincial  convention  heii 
in  January  1775)  for  calling  a  conference  of  the  commit- 
tees of  the  counties,  in  order  to  colledt  the  fenfe  of  the 
habitants  upon  the  aforefaid  refolve  of  congrefs,  and  tobr 
about  a  re-union  of  the  provinces  with  the  other  colon 
by  calling  a  provincial  convention,  with  a  view  to  form 
a  government  for  that  purpofe.     They  intimated  then 
belief,  that  the  aiTembly  had  been  dragged  into  a  com- 
pliance with  mod  of  the  refolutions  of  congrefs  fro: 
the   fear   of    a   provincial   convention.      Meifrs.  John 

Bayard  and  Daniel  Roberdeau  were  particularly  acliv^ 
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in  this  bufinefs.  The  deputies  of  the  people  aiTembled  J77& 
in  full  provincial  conference,  and  unanimoufly  declared  24. 
their  willingnefs  to  concur  in  a  vote  of  congrefs,  de- 
daring  the  united  colonies  free  and  independent  ftates* 
A  change  in  their  delegates  followed.  Mr.  Dickinfon 
oppofed  openly,  and  upon  principle,  the  declaration  of 
independence,  and  was  therefore  removed. 

The  Maryland  convention  had  i  nil.ru  6ted  their  dele- 
gates, laft  December,  to  oppofe  the  queflion  of  inde- 
pendency, Thefe  therefore,  having  given  their  vote 
againft  it,  withdrew  j  not  from  a  peribnal  oppofition,  but 
in  compliance  with  their  public  reprefentation.  Mr. 
Samuel  Chafe  was  ftrongly  attached  to  it  y  and  when  he 
was  returned  to  Maryland,  procured  county  inftrucrions 
to  the  members  of  convention,  by  which  the  laft  were 
induced  to  alter  their  own  inftructions.  He  tranfmitted 
an  account  of  it  to  his  friend  in  congrefs,  in  the  follow- 
ing terms, — u  Annapolis,  June  28.  Friday  evening,  %%% 
nine  o'clock.  I  am  this  moment  from  the  houfe  to 
procure  an  exprefs  to  follow  the  pore,  with  an  unanimous 
vote  of  our  convention  for  independence,  &c.  See  the 
glorious  efTedts  of  county  inftructions.  Our  people  have 
lire,  if  not  fmothered.     S.  Chafe/ ' 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  July 
upon  the  fubjecl  of  independency  :  but  neither  colonies     l' 
nor  members  being  unanimous,  it  was  poftpened  till  the 
next  day.     They   had  it  under   further   confideration,     4.. 
when  the  declaration  of  independence  was  agreed  to  and 
adopted.     The  title  of  it  is, 

A  Declaration  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  congrefs  aiTembled. 

Vol,  II.  U  The 
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*776«  The  preamble  follows  in  thefe  words :  cc  When,  in 
"  the  courfe  of  human  events,  it  becomes  neceflfary  for 
"  one  people  to  diffolve  the  political  bands  which  have 
"  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  affume,  among 
"  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  feparate  and  equal  ftation 
"  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  en- 
cc  title  them,  a  decent  refpect  to  the  opinions  of  man- 
"  kind  requires  that  they  mould  declare  the  caufes  which 
"  impel  them  to  the  feparation. 

cc  We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felf-evident ;  tha* 
"  men  are  created  equal  $  that  they  are  endowed  bv 
"  their  Creator,   with  certain  unalienable  rights;  tha: 
"  among  thefe  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  purfuit  of  happi- 
«  nefs : — That  to  fecure  thefe  rights,  governments  arc 
«  inftituted  among  men,  deriving  their  juft  powers  from 
"  the  confent  of  the  governed  ;  that  whenever  any  form 
€C  of  government  becomes  deftrucYive  of  thefe  ends, :: 
K  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abolifh  it, 
"  to  inftitute  new  government,  laying  its  foundation  or 
cc  fuch  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  fuch  I 
«  as  to  them  mall  feem  moll  likely  to  eflfeft  their  fife] 
c<  and  happinefs.     Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate, 
"  o-overnments  lono;  eftablifhed,  fhould  not  be  change 
for  light  and  tranfient  caufes  ;  and  accordingly  aUtt 
perience  hath  mown,  that  mankind  are  more  difpoie. 
*  to  fuffer,   while  evils   are    fufferable,    than  to 
«  themfelves  by  abolifhing  the  forms  to  which  the 
fC  accuftomed.     But  when  a  long  train  of  abuies 
«  ufurpations,    purfuing   invariably    the    fame  obje: 
"  evinces  a  defign  to  reduce  them  under  abfolute  deip 
«  tifm,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  0: 
fC  fuch  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  the 

tt  future 
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(C  future  fecurity.  Such  has  been  the  patient  fufFerance  J77^» 
"  of  thefe  colonies ;  and  fuch  is  now  the  neeeffity  which 
"  conftrains  them  to  alter  their  former  fyftems  of  go- 
"  vernment."  The  declaration  proceeds  to  give  <c  a 
"  hillory  of  repeated  injuries  and  uiurpations,  all  having 
"  in  direct  object  the  eftablifhment  of  an  abfolute  ty- 
"  ranny  over  thefe  flares.  To  prove  this,  let  facts  be 
"  fubmitted  to  a  candid  world."  It  then  enters  upon  a 
fpecification  of  injuries,  and  complains  to  the  follow- 
ing purport — 

Aflent  has  been  refufed  to  laws  the  molt  wholefome 
and  neceffary  for  the  public  good. 

Governors  have  been  forbidden  to  pafs  laws  of  imme- 
diate and  prefling  importance,  unlefs  fufpended  in  their 
operation  till  affented  to  in  Britain;  and  when  fo  fuf- 
pended, an  attention  to  them  has  been  utterly  neglected. 

Legiflative  bodies  have  been  called  together  at  places 
unufual,  uncomfortable,  and  diftant  from  the  depofitory 
of  their  public  records,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fatiguing 
them  into  a  compliance  with  favorite  rn^afures. 

Houfes  of  reprefentatives  have  been  diflblved  repeat- 
edly, for  oppofing  with  manly  firmnefs,  invafions  on  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

For  a  long  time  after  fuch  difTolution,  it  has  been  re- 
fufed to  permit  others  to  be  elected;  whereby  the  legifla- 
tive powers,  incapable  of  annihilation,  have  returned  to 
the  people  at  large  for  their  exercife ;  the  ftate  remaining 
in  the  mean  time  expofed  to  all  the  dangers  of  invafion 
from  without,  and  convulfions  within. 

Endeavours  have  been  made  to  prevent  the  population 
of  thefe  dates,  by  obftructing  the  laws  for  naturalization 
of  foreigners,  refufing  to  pafs  others  to  encourage  their 

U  2  migrations 
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1 776.  migrations  hither,  and  railing  the  conditions  of  new  ap- 
propriations of  lands. 

The  adminiftration  of  jnftice  has  been  obftructed  bv 
die  refufing  of  aiTent  to  laws  for  eftablifhing  judiciary 
powers. 

Judges  have  been  made  dependent  on  the  crown  alone 
for  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  pay- 
merit  of  their  falaries. 

A  multitude  of  new  offices  have  been  erected,  and 
fwarms  of  officers  been  lent  hither  to  harafs  the  people, 
and  eat  out  their  fubftance. 

Standing  armies  have  been  kept  up  among  us  in  times 
of  peace,  without  the  confent  of  our  legiflatures. 

The  military  has  been  rendered  independent  of,  and 
fuperior  to  the  civil  power. 

A  plan  has  been  formed  to  fubject  us  to  a  jurifdi&ion 
foreign  to  our  conflitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our 
laws. 

Acts  have  been  pafTed  by  the  Britifh  legiilature,  for 
quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us;— 
For  protecting  them  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punifhments 
for  any  murders  which  they  fhould  commit  on  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  ftates  ■> — For  cutting  off  our  trade  with 
all  parts  of  the  world  ; — For  impofmg  taxes  on  us  with- 
out our  confent ; — For  depriving  us,  in  many  cafes,  of 
the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury ; — For  traniporting  us  be- 
yond feas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  offences  ; — For  abo- 
lifhing  the  free  lyitem  of  Englifn  laws  in  a  neighbouring 
province,  eftablifhing  therein  an  arbitrary  government, 
and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  {o  as  to  render  it  at  once 
an  example  and  fit  inftrument  for  introducing  the  fame 
abfolufe  rule  into  thefe  colonies  -, — For  taking  away  our 

charters, 
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charters,  abolifhing  our  m oft  valuable  laws,  and  altering  x776' 
fundamentally  the   forms   of  our  governments ; — For 
fufpending  our  own  legillatures,  and  declaring  the  Britifh 
parliament  invefted  with  power  to  legiflate  for  us  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever. 

The  crown  of  Great  Britain  has  abdicated  government 
here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  its  protection,  and  waging 
war  againft  us. 

Our  feas  have  been  plundered,  our  coafts  ravaged,  our 
towns  burnt,  and  the  lives  of  our  people  deftroyed. 

Large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries  are  at  this  time 
tranfporting,  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  defolation 
and  tyranny,  already  begun  with  circumilances  of  cruelty 
and  perfidy,  fcarcely  paralleled  in  the  mod  barbarous 
ages,  and  totally  unworthy  a  civilized  nation. 

Our  fellow  citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high  feas, 
have  been  conftrained  to  bear  arms  againft  their  country, 
to  become  the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren, 
or  to  fall  themfelves  by  their  hands. 

Domeftic  infurrections  have  been  excited  amongft  us, 
and  endeavours  have  been  ufed  to  bring  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  frontiers  the  mercilefs  Indian  favages,  whole 
known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undiftinguifhed  deftru&ion, 
of  all  ages,  fexes,  and  conditions. — The  declaration  pro- 
ceeds, faying, 

"  In  every  ftage  of  thefe  opprefllons,  we  have  peti- 
"  tioned  for  redrefs  in  the  moft  humble  terms.  Our 
"  repeated  petitions  have  been  aniwered  only  by  repeated 
"  injury.  Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to 
"  our  Britifh  brethren.  We  have  warned  them,  from 
cc  time  to  time,  of  attempts  by  their  legiflature  to  ex- 
"  tend  an  unwarrantable  juriiuicYion  over  us.     We  have 

U  '  3  "  reminded 
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1776.  (C  reminded  them  of  the  circumftances  of"  our  emiora- 
cc  tion  and  fettlement  here.  We  have  appealed  to  their 
cc  native  juftice  and  magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured 
"  them  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred  to  difavow 
cc  thefe  usurpations,  which  would  inevitably  interrupt 
<c  our  connections  and  correfpondence.  They  too  have 
"  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  of  confanguinitv. 
tc  We  mud:,  therefore,  acquiefce  in  the  neceflity,  which 
"  denounces  our  feparation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold 
cc  the  reft  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friend?. 
<c  We,  therefore,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  United  States 
"  of  America,  in  General  Congrefs  aflembled,  appeal- 
cc  ing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  for  the  refti- 
"  tudc  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  name,  and  by  the 
cc  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies,  folemnly 
<c  publifh  and  declare,  That  thefe  united  colonies  are,  and 
«  ofrightcughttobe,  FREE  and  INDEPENDENT 
STATES  ;  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegiance 
to  the  Britim  crown  ;  and  that  all  political  connection 
<c  between  them  and  the  ftate  of  Great  Britain,  is,  a 
cc  ought  to  be  totally  diffolved;  and  that  as  Free  and 
<c  Independent  States,  they  have  full  power  to  lew  v 
cc  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  eftablifh  commerce, 
<c  and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  Independent 
tc  States  may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  fupport  of  this 
"  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of 
«  DIVINE  PROVIDENCE,  we  mutually  pledge  to 
"  each  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred  honor." 
The  declaration  was  by  order  of  congrefs  engrolTed  and 
figned  by  the  following  members,  JOHN  HJNCOCK- 
New  Hampshire,  J  oft  ah  Bartlett,  William  Whippk 
Matthew    Thornton  : — Massachusetts-Bay,   Sam: 


cc 
cc 
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Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert  "Treat  Paine,  Elbridge  Gerry :  1116* 

Rhode    Island    and  Providence    Plantations, 

Stephen  Hopkins,  William  Ellery  : — Connecticut,  Roger 
Sherman,  Samuel  Huntington,  William  Williams*  Oliver 
Wolcott: — New  York,  William  Floyd,  Philip  Livingftony 
Francis  Lewis,  Lewis  Morris: — New  Jersey,  Richard 
Stockton,  John  Witherfpoon,  Francis  Hopkinfon,  John  Harty 
Abraham  Clark: — Pennsylvania,  Robert  Morris,  Ben- 
jamin Ru/h,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Morton,  George 
Clymer,  James  Smith,  George  Taylor,  James  Wilfon,  George 
^.•—Delaware,  Csejar  Rodney,  George  Read:- 
Maryland,  Samuel  Chafe,  William  Paca,  Thomas  Stoney 
Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton: — Virginia,  George  Wythe, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferjon,  Benjamin  LIarrifony 
Thomas  Nelfon,  jun.  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Carter  Braxton : 
— North-Carolina,  William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewesy 
JohnPenn: — South-Carolina,  Edward Rutledge,  Tho- 
mas Hey  ward,  jun.  Thomas  Lynch,  jun.  Arthur  Middleton: 
— Georgia,  Button  Gwinnett,  Lyman  Hall,  Gee,  Walton, 
The  declaration  of  congrefs  is  intended  for  their  act 
of  feparation  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain :  they 
therefore  no  longer  regard  that  prudential  ftate  maxim, 
the  king  can  do  no  wrong  in  his  official  character  -,  but,  in 
making  their  complaints,  charge  the  fpecified  grievances 
to  majefty  itfelf ;  by  which  they  mean  to  juftify,  in  the 
fight  of  mankind,  the  renunciation  of  their  former  alle- 
giance. Thus  has  an  event  been  produced,  which  was 
not  had  in  contemplation  by  any  of  the  colonies,  or  even 
by  any  delegate,  fcarce  by  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  as  what 
was  fo  foon  to  happen,  when  congrefs  firfr  met  in  the 
year  1774.  When  Lexington  engagement  had  taken 
place,  he  and  fome  of  his  colleagues  judged  that  the 

U  4  conteft 
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i776.  conteft  mud  then  iiTue  in  independence,  or  flavery;  and 
therefore  labored  to  edablifh  the  firft,  that  the  laft  might 
be  prevented.     But  had  a  ferious  propofal  of  feparatino- 
from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  been  early  introduced 
into  congrefs,  t*he  difiblution  of  that  body  would  have 
followed,  through  the  general  averfion  of  the  people  at 
large  and  of  particular  colonies  to  fuch  feparation.    The 
MafTacfoufetts  delegates  had  a  very  nice  part  to  ad.   The 
fouthcrn  colonies  were  jealous  of  their  republican  fpirit, 
and  of  their  aiming  at  independency.     Thefe  therefore, 
by  a  moil  prudent  policy,  fecured  tbofe  of  the  Virginia 
delegates  that  verged  toward  republicanilm,  with  whom 
they  intruded  any  favorite  meafure  which  they  wanted 
to  have  carried ;  and  who  brought  the  fame  forward  and 
fupported  it  in   congrefs,  againft  the  other  ibuthern  de- 
legates, while  their  MafTachufetts  brethren  attended  the 
debates   without   fhowing   themfelves  particularly  inte- 
reded,  fo  that  the  jealoufies  of  fuch  as  were  mod  againft 
it  were  not  alarmed.     They  took  occafion  alio,  from  the 
various  occurrences  that  offered,  gently  to  infufe  their 
own  lentiments  into  the  minds  of  fuch  as  had  before 
oppofed  them.     Their  wife  procedure  aided,  en  the  one 
hand  by  certain  trufty  friends  in  congrefs,  and  on  the 
other  by  the  perfevering  blundering  politics  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  minidry,  have  under  the  direction  of  Providence 
produced  Independency.     It  remains  to  be  feen  whether 
Providence  v/ill  give  to  the  fame  an  abiding  eftabliih- 
ment.     The  meafure  which  congrefs  have  adopted,  may 
be  deemed  by  fome  prefumptuous,  confidering  the  weak* 
nefs  of  their  own  army ; — the  itrength  of  the  Britiih, 
afiifted  by  a  powerful  navy  3 — and  that  they  have  not 

the  leaf!  affurance  of  aid  from  any  foreign  power.    But 

how 
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how  could  it  have  been  avoided  ?  The  people  were  ripe  1776. 
for  it.  Prudence  dictated  a  compliance  with  their  ex- 
pectations and  wifhes.  A  disappointment  might  have 
difrufted,  and  produced  diforder.  The  declaration  may 
crjve  confidence  to  the  timid ;  and  animlte  the  friends 
of  liberty  to  greater  exertions.  It  may  lead  France  to 
think  that  the  Americans  have  refources  more  than  are 
known,  and  ib  incline  her  to  entertain  the  thought  of 
aiving  them  aftiftance  :  while  it  admits  of  their  apply- 
ing for  the  fame,  with  perfect  confiftency  as  an  indepen- 
dent people.  They  have  nothing  worfe  to  apprehend 
from  the  declaration  than  before.  The  force  deftined  to 
aft  againfl  them  proves,  that,  if  pofiible,  they  are  to  be 
reduced  to  unconditional  fubmiffiori ;  the  declaration 
cannot  add  to  the  mifery  of  luch  fubmifiion.  Befide, 
the  quarrel  is  in  fuch  a  flage,  that  it  cannot  be  ended 
with  fafety  to  the  inhabitants,  but  by  their  feparating 
from  Great  Britain,  and  becoming  independent :  any 
thing  fhort  of  that  muft  now  prove  a  continual  fource 
of  dhTenfion  and  wretchednefs.  The  members  of  con- 
grefs  have  had  it  for  fome  time  rung  in  their  ears, 

"  The  middle  way,  the  beft,  we  fometime  call, 

<c  But  'tis  in  politics  no  way  at  all." 
This  day  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  declaration  of  inde-  July 
pendence  was  proclaimed  at  the  (late  houfe  Philadel-     8*' 
phia,  amidft  the  greateft  acclamations.     The  next  day,     9. 
in  confequence  of  general  orders,  it  was  read  at  the  head 
of  each  brigade  of  the  continental  army  at  New  York, 
and  every  where  received  with  loud  huzzas,    and  the 
utmoft  demonftrations  of  joy.     The  fame  evening  the 
equeftrian  ftatue  of  the  king  was  laid  proitrate  on  the 
ground.     The  lead  of  which  it  is  made,  is  doomed  to 

be 
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l776-  be  run  into  bullets.  The  New  York  congrefs  have  una- 
nimonfly  refolved,  that  they  will  at  the  rifle  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  join  with  the  other  colonies  in  fun. 
porting  the  declaration  ;  and  have  authorized  their  dele- 
gates to  adopt*  all  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  conducive 
to  the  happinefs  of  the  United  States. 

The  New  Jerfey  convention  having  declared  their 
late  governor,  William  Franklin  efq;  a  virulent  enemy 
to  the  country,  and  a  perfon  who  may  prove  dangerous, 
and  who  ought  to  be  confined  in  fuch  place  and  man- 
ner as  congrefs  may  direct ;  congrefs  have  ordered  him 
to  be  fent  under  guard  to  governor  Trumbull  of  Con- 
necticut, who  is  to  admit  him  to  his  parole  ;  but  if  he 
refufes  to  give  it,  he  is  to  be  fecured  the  fame  as  other 
prifoners.  Matters  are  drawing  on  to  fuch  a  crifis,  that 
the  next  letter  muft  neceflarily  contain  very  interefling 
intelligence. 


LETTER      VI. 

Roxbury,   Sept.  16 ,  1776- 

O  R  D  Bunmore  has  at  length  quitted  Virginia  and 

joined  the  Britifh  forces.     He  arrived  with  lord 

14..  '   Campbell  and  Sir  Peter  Parker  off  St  at  en  IJland.    His 

lordfhip  continued  on  the  coafts,  and  in  the  rivers  of 

Virginia,  till  the  clofenefs  and  filth  of  the  finall  vefBs 

in 
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In  which  the  fugitives  were  crowded.,  together  with  the  *776- 
heat  of  the  weather,  the  badnefs  and  fcarcity  of  water 
and  provifions,  produced  the  peftilential  fever,  which 
made  great  havock,  efpecially  among  the  negroes,  many 
of  whom  were  fwept  away.  When  at  length  every 
place  was  fhut  againft  him,  and  neither  water  nor  pro- 
vifions  were  to  be  obtained,  but  at  the  expence  of  blood, 
;  it  was  found  necefTary,  toward  the  beginning  of  Auguft, 
to  burn  fever al  of  the  fmaller  and  leaft  valuable  veffels, 
to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans, 
and  to  fend  the  remainder,  amounting  to  between  forty 
2nd  fifty,  with  the  exiled  friends  of  government,  to 
feek  flicker  in  Florida,  Bermudas,  and  the  Weft  Indies ; 
a  great  number  of  negroes  were  fent  at  the  fame  time 
to  the  laft  of  thefe  places  for  fale.  The  Virginians  loft 
about  1000  of  them  in  the  whole,  including  thofe  who 
were  killed  or  died  while  attached  to  his  lordfhip's  fer- 
vice.  Thus  have  ended  the  hopes  entertained  of  fup- 
;  prefllng  the  oppofition  to  government  in  Virginia  by 
employing  the  negroes — a  meafure  which  being  rather 
invidious  than  powerful,  tended  infinitely  to  inflame  the 
difcontents  of  the  people  without  adding  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  royal  arms.  The  New  Jerfey  congrefs  were  fo 
irritated  by  the  plot  for  deftroying  the  American  army, 
that  they  ufed  the  utmoft  difpatch  in  forming  their  con-  T  . 
ftitution,  and  finifhed  it  by  the  fecond  of  July.  2. 

Though  they  knew  that  the  fubject  of  independence 
was  before  the  continental  congrefs,  and  that  thefe  were 
upon  the  point  of  declaring  the  United  Colonies  inde- 
pendent: and  though  they  had  empowered  their  own 
delegates  to  join  in  the  declaration,  yet  that  not  being 
made  at  the  time,  they  clofed  with  faying,  <c  provided 

always, 
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•*776«  always,  and  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  con. 
grefs,  that  if  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and 
thefe  colonies  fhould  take  place,  and  the  latter  be  taken 
again  under  the  protection  and  government  of  the  crown 
of  Britain,  this  charter  fhall  be  null  and  void,  otherwife 
to  remain  firm  and  inviolable." 

The  New  Jerfey  legiflature,  in  the  following  Sep- 
tember, chofe  William  Livingfton  efq;  a  gentleman  of 
the  law  and  of  hrft-rate  abilities,  to  be  their  governor. 
There  was  an  equal  number  of  votes  for  him  and  Mr. 
Stockton  j  but  the  latter  having  juft  at  the  moment, 
refufed  to  furnifh  his  team  or  horfes  for  the  fervice  of 
the  public,  and  the  legiflature  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  it,  the  choice  of  Mr.  Livingfton  took  place  imme- 
diately. 

The  general  convention  of  Virginia  agreed  upon  a 
conflitution.  They  began  their  felTion  the  fifth  of  Mav, 
and  ten  days  after,  when  there  were  prefent  1 1 2  mem- 
bers, refolved  unanimoufly,  that  their  delegates  fhould 
be  inftructed  to  propofe  to  congrefs,  that  the  United 
Colonies  be  by  that  refpeclable  body  declared  free  and 
independent  ftates.  It  might  be  from  a  full  confidence 
of  receiving  fuch  inftruclions,  that  Mr.  R.  Henry  Lee 
gave  notice,  that  he  fhould  move  for  a  declaration  of 
independence.  One  gentleman  of  eminence,  who  was 
employed  in  the  great  work  of  planning  the  conflitution, 
made  it  his  inceflant  ftudy  fo  to  frame  the  portrait  of 
government,  that  a  kindred  with  New  England  might 
be  difcerned  in  it. 

Let  us  now  repair  to  New  Tork,  and  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

Lord 
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Lord  Howe  arrived  off  Halifax  toward  the  end  of  '77& 
June;  upon  learning  that  the  fleet  and  army  had  left 
that  port  on  the  ioth,  and  receiving  the  letter  which  the 
general  his  brother  had  left  for  him,  he  proceeded  to 

6 

New  York  without  coming  to  an  anchor,  and  reached 
Staten  Ifland  by  the  12th  of  July ;  from  whence  he  12, 
fent  afhore  by  a  flag  to  Amboy,  a  circular  letter,  toge- 
ther with  a  declaration  to  feveral  of  the  late  governors 
of  the  United  States,  then  colonies,  acquainting  them 
with  his  powers,  and  defiring  them  to  publifh  the  fame 
as  generally  as  poffible,  for  the  information  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  declaration  and  letters  were  forwarded  to  con- 
grefs  by  gen.  Wajhington ;  and  ordered  by  them  to  be 
publifhed  in  the  feveral  news  papers,  that  the  inhabitants 
might  be  informed  of  what  nature  the  commiffioners 
were,  and  what  the  terms,  with  the  expectation  of  which 
the  court  of  Britain  had  endeavoured  to  amufe  and  dif- 
arm  them ;  and  that  the  few  who  were  ftill  fufpended 
by  a  hope  founded  either  in  the  juftice  or  moderation 
of  the  parties  concerned,  might  be  convinced,  that  the 
valor  alone  of  their  country  was  to  fave  its  liberties. 

Lord  Howe  fent  up  a  flag  to  New  York  with  a  let-  14. 
ter,  under  the  fuperfcription  of  <c  George  Wafhington 
efq;"  but  which  the  general  refufed  to  receive,  as  not 
being  directed  to  him  with  the  title  and  in  the  ftile  fuit- 
able  to  his  ftation.  Congrefs  applauded  him  for  acting 
with  a  becoming  dignity  ;  and  then  directed  that  none 
of  their  officers  fhould  receive  letters  or  rnerTap-es,  that 
were  not  addreffed  to  them  according  to  their  refpective 
rank.  Adjutant  general  Paterfon  was  at  length  fent  2o. 
with  a  letter  addrefled  to  cc  George  Wafhington,  &c« 
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*776'  &c.  &c."     The  general  exempted  him  from  being  b: 
folded,    as  cuftomary  in  paMing  through  fortification 
and  received  him  with  the  greateft  poiitenefs;  but  not. 
withftanding  all  the  adjutant  could  offer,  the  et  eel 
would  not  remove  the  impediments  to  the  correfpon- 
dence  attempted.     The  general  told  him,  "  it  is  : 
the  et  ceteras  imply  every  thing ;  but  it  is  no  lefs  t 
that  they  imply  any  thing."     The  letter  therefore 
not  accepted.     This  buiinefs  ferved  to  difcover  the 
of  the  general's  temper,  and  to  fhow  that  he  was  firm 
and  guarded.     A  conference  enfued  on  the  fubjeft 
prifoners,  and  complaints  on  both  fides,  relative  to 
treatment  they  had  received.     The  adjutant  afferted  on 
his  honor,  that  the  prifoners  at  Bofton,  whenever 
ftate  of  the  army  there  admitted  it,  were  treated  v 
humanity  and  even  indulgence.      Upon  his  obfening 
that  the  commiffioners  were  intrufled  with  great  power-. 
the  general  anfwered,  cc  Their  powers  are  only  to  grar.: 
pardons.     They,  who  have  committed  no  fault,  wan: 
no  pardon.     The  Americans  are  only  defending  wha: 
they  think  their  indifputable  rights."      Thus  ended  2 
conference,  from  which  it  was  evident,  that  all  attempt; 
in  the  fame  line  would  prove  ineffectual  at  prefent.  The 
adjutant,  through  the  whole  converfation,  addreiTed  the 
general  by  the  title  of  excellency,  and  behaved  with  the 
utmoft  attention  and  politenefs.     The  arrival  of  the  fleet 
and  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  York,  made 
little  impreffion  on  congrefs.     They  continued  with  the 
fame  inflexibility,  in  the  purfuit  of  the  meafures  they 
had  adopted.      Wherever  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence was  publifhed,  it  was  received  with  the  greateft 
4  j* 
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;0y.     It  reached  Charleitown  within  a  few  days,  and  was  1776. 
proclaimed  in  the  molt  folemn  manner  to  the  troops  un- 
der arms  j  and  followed  with  all   the   ufual  parade  of 
a  public  rejoicing.     It  found  the  people  of  South  Carolina 
exafperated   againft  Great  Britain  for  her    late  hoflile 
attack,  and  elated  with  their  fuccefsful  defence  of  the 
fort  on  Sullivan's  I  Hand,  henceforward  to  be  called  Fort 
Moultrie,  in  honor  to  the  brave  colonel  who  defended  it. 
The  declaration  was  equally  acceptable  to  the  military 
at  New  York  j  and  gave  them  frefh  fpirits  and  vigor.  The 
fear  of  fighting  for,  what  they  apprehended  would  be,  a 
patched  reconciliation  was  finally  at  an  end.     Two  days 
before  col.  Paterfon  waited  upon  gen.  Washington,  and 
as  if  in  defiance  of  all  the  then  formidable  appearances, 
independence  was  folemnly  proclaimed  by  the  civil  autho- 
rity :  after  which  the  king's  arms,  and  an  elegant  picture 
of  his  maiefly,  were  deftroyed.     The  epiicopal  clergy 
however,  upon  thefe  proceedings,  fhut  up  their  churches. 
The  military  operations  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  being 
delayed  for  want  of  the  expected  reinforcements,  the 
Americans  had  the  opportunity  of  itrengthening  them- 
felves.     Having  endeavoured  to  fortify  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  fo  as  to  make  it  dangerous  for  the  {flipping, 
they  expected  that  the  military  operations  would  com- 
mence on  the  fide  of  Long  Ijland  \  where  they  threw  up 
lines  and  erected  redoubts,  next  to  New  York,  in  order 
to  prevent  gen.   Howe's  advancing  to    and  pofTefling 
himfelf  of  thoie  heights  which  overlook  the  city,  and 
fo  attacking  it  from  that  quarter.     Gen.  Greene  was  in- 
truded with  the  command  of  this  pod ;  and  ftudioufly 
acquainted  himfelf  with  all  the  defiles  leading  to  it,  that 
he  might  reap  the  full  advantage  of  them  whenever  oc- 

cafion 
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1776*  canon  required.     Notwithftanding  the  efforts  to  prevent 

July  the  pafTage  of  the  Britifh  fhips  up  the  North  river,  the 
fame  was  effected  by  the  Phoenix,  the  Rofe,  and  two 
tenders,  with  little  damage  from  a  heavy  cannonade. 
They  failed  25  miles,  and  took  their  flation  oppofite 
Tarry-town,  where  the  river  is  about  four  miles  wide. 

2j.  Only  5000  of  the  new  levies  had  arrived  in  the  Ameri- 
can camp  out  of  15,000  ordered.  The  exertions  of  the 
ftates  fhould  have  been  far  more  vigorous,  confidering 
the  formidable  force  their  army  had  foon  to  cope  with, 
fuch  as  no  part  of  this  new  world  had  feen  before,  viz. 
a  body  of  30,000  excellent  troops  j  great  numbers  of 
them  experienced  veterans,  rendered  the  more  formida- 
ble, by  the  abundance  of  their  military  ilores  and  war- 
like materials,  by  the  goodnefs  and  quantity  of  the  ar- 
tillery with  which  they  are  provided,  and  by  the  nume- 
rous fleet  that  fupports  them. 

The  particular  jealoufies  and  prejudices  of  the  conti- 
nental troops  from  the  different  ftates  led  them  frequendy 
to  throw  out  reflections  tending  to  irritate  each  other  and 
injure  the  common  caufe;  lb  that  the  commander  in 
chief  interpofed  his  influence  to  fupprefs  it  by  general 
orders.     This  was  a  meafure  abfolutely  neceffary,  con- 

8.  fidering  the  {late  of  his  army ;  which  was  as  follows,  for 
the  feveral  polls  on  New  York,  Long  and  Governor's 
I  Hands,  and  Powle's  Hook,  10,514  fit  for  duty  s — fick 
prefent,  3039; — fickab lent,  629; — on  command,  294^ 
— on  furlough,  97- — total  17,225.  Thefe  were  little 
other  than  raw  troops,  and  much  fcattered,  fome  being 
15  miles  apart  *.     The  two  fleets  of  tranfports,  with  the 

12.     expected  reinforcements,  arrived  under  convoy  of  com- 

*  General  Waflungton's  letter. 
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modore  Hotham  and  the  Repulfe,  as  did  the  camp  1776. 
equipage,  fo  that  gen.  Howe  was  enabled  to  proceed 
upon  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  which  ought  to 
have  commenced  at  leafl  two  months  fooner.  The 
fcarcky  of  lead  obliged  the  citizens  of  New  York  to 
part  with  their  window  leads  for  the  ufe  of  the  American 
army.  One  houfe  fupplied  them  with  1200  lb.  and  ano- 
ther with  a  1000  lb.  Gen.  Wafhington  provided  fome 
lire  lhips  for  hoftile  purpofes,  and  the  defence  of  the 
Xorth  river.  One  of  them  commanded  by  capt.  Fof- 
dick,  and  another  by  capt.  Thomas,  went  up  after  the  i$a 
Phoenix  and  Rofe.  The  night  being  dark,  they  paffed 
the  Phoenix  without  feeing  her.  Capt.  Thomas  fell  on 
ooard  the  tender  belonging  to  them,  and  burnt  her. 
The  light  gave  direction  to  capt.  Fofdick,  who  grappled 
the  Phoenix,  but  by  the  lownefs  of  his  vefTel,  and  the 
cexterity  of  the  Phcenix's  hands,  the  latter  got  clear 
of  the  fire  fhip  and  funk  her.  The  enemy  however, 
nought  it  prudent  to  quit  their  flation  two  days  after;  ig. 
.ad  juft  before  day-light,  taking  the  advantage  of  a 
fine  wind,  the  tide,  and  a  very  heavy  rain,  went  down 
the  river,  through  a  continual  fire  from  the  American 
forts,  but  received  no  fuch  damage  as  to  prevent  their 
rejoining  the  Britiih  fleet.  Gen.  Greene  was  fo  ill,  that 
W  could  ferve  no  longer,  and  gen.  Wafhington  was 
obliged  to  appoint  gen.  Sullivan  to  the  command  on 
b$  I/land,  notwithftanding  the  damage  that  might  ac- 
c<~de  to  the  public  by  the  change  at  fuch  a  critical  mo- 
ment. 

About  one  half  of  the  HefEans  were  yet  wanting ; 
6».  Howe  however  had  under  him,  the  troops  formerly 
^Bofton,  the  reinforcement  which  arrived  on  the  12th, 
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5776«the  forces  from  South  Carolina,  which  got  in  on  the 
14th,  and  fome  regiments  from  Florida  and  the  Weft- 
Indies  ;  fo  that  he  felt  himfelf  fufficiently  ftrong  to  re- 
folve  upon  attempting  the  ifland.  The  necellary  rnea* 
Aug.  fures  being  taken  by  the  fleet  for  covering  the  defcent, 
22*  the  army  was  landed,  without  oppofition,  between  two 
fmall  towns,  Utrecht  and  Grave/end,  not  far  from  the 
Narrows,  on  the  neareft  fhore  to  Staten  Ifland.  The 
American  works,  erected  under  the  eye  of  gen.  Greene, 
cover  the  breadth  of  a  fmall  peninfula,  having  the  Eaft 
River  (which  feparates  Long  Ifland  from  New  York) 
on  the  left,  a  marfh,  extending  to  the  water  fide  on  the 
right,  with  the  bay  and  Governor's  Ifland  at  the  back. 
Within  thefe  works  lies  Brookland,  where  gen.  Sullivan 
encamped  with  a  ftrong  force,  a  few  miles  diftant  from 
Utrecht.  From  the  point  of  land  which  forms  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  Narrows,  runs  a  ridge  of  hills  about  north- 
eaft,  in  length  about  five  or  fix  miles,  covered  with  a 
thick  wood,  which  terminate  in  a  fmall  rifing  land  near 
Jamaica.  Through  thefe  hills  are  three  paries  only; 
one  near  the  Narrows ;  a  fecond  on  the  road,  called  the 
Flatbuih  Road ;  and  a  third,  called  the  Bedford  Road, 
being  a  crofs  road  from  Bedford  to  Flatbuih,  which 
lies  on  the  ibutherly  fide  of  thefe  hills.  Thefe  paries 
through  the  mountains,  or  hills,  are  eafily  defenfible, 
beinp-  very  narrow,  and  the  lands  high  and  mountainous 
on  each  fide.  Thefe  are  the  only  roads  which  can  be 
pafTed  from  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hills  to  the  American 
lines,  except  a  road  leading  round  the  eafterly  end  01 
the  hills  to  Jamaica.  An  early  attention  had  been  given 
to  the  importance  of  thefe  paries.     To  the  fecond  01 

them,   the   fmall  American  parties,  patroling  on  the 

coaft, 
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coaft,  retired  upon  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  boats  l116* 
with  the  troops.  Lord  Cornwallis  pufhed  on  immedi- 
ately with  the  referve  and  fome  other  forces ;  but  find- 
ing the  Americans  in  poffeflion  of  the  pafs,  in  compli- 
ance with  orders  rifked  no  attack.  Three  days  after,  2;. 
aen.  de  Heifter,  with  two  brigades  of  Hefilans  from  Staten 
Ifland,  joined  the  army.  It  is  faid,  that  when  landed 
he  was  told  by  one  high  in  command,  tc  The  Americans 
will  give  the  foreigners  no  quarter;"  and  that  he  an- 
fwered,  "  Well,  as  I  know  it,  I  am  ready  to  fight  on 
thefe  terms."  The  foreign  officers  and  foldiers  were  led 
to  believe,  that  the  Americans  are  a  fet  of  favages  and 
barbarians $  and  to  dread  falling  into  their  hands  under 
the  apprehenfion  of  meeting  with  the  cruelleft  treat- 
ment. The  common  men  were  taught  to  expect,  that 
if  taken,  they  mould  have  their  bodies  fluck  full  with 
pieces  of  pine  wood,  and  then  be  burnt  to  death.  The 
propagation  of  thefe  falfhoods  might  be  confidered  as  a 
juft retaliation  upon  congrefs  for  deviMng  and  adopting 
a  plan  for  encouraging  the  Heflians  and  other  foreigners 
to  defert  the  Britifh  fervice.  Officers  and  men  are  to- 
tally ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  quarrel  between  Britain 
and  the  United  States ;  and  have  high  notions  of  fub- 
jettion  to  princely  authority.  They  deteft  the  thoughts 
of  rebellion,  and  the  Americans  being  (tiled  rebels,  they 
are  hearty  in  defiring  and  attempting  their  reduction, 
and  need  no  incentives  to  whet  their  refentments. 

The  Americans  had  on  each  of  the  three  above  men- 
tioned paries  or  roads,  a  guard  of  eight  hundred  men  : 
and  to  the  eaft  of  them  in  the  wood,  col.  Miles  was  placed 
with  his  battalion  to  guard  the  road  from  the  fouth  of 
the  hills  to  Jamaica,  and  to  watch  the  motion  of  the 
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J??6- enemy  on  that  fide,  with  orders  to  keep  a  party  con- 
ftantly  reconnoitring  to  and  acrofs  the  Jamaica  road. 
The  fentinels  were  fo  placed  as  to  keep  a  continual 
communication  between  the  three  guards  on  the  three 
roads. 

Aug.       General  Hov/e  having  fully  fettled  a  plan  of  furprife, 

26'  gen.  de  Heifter  with  his  HelTians  takes  poll  at  FlatbuH. 
in  the  evening,  and  compofes  the  centre.  About  nine 
o'clock  the  fame  night,  the  principal  army,  containing 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  Britifh  forces,  under  the 
commands  of  generals  Clinton,  earl  Percy  and  lore 
Cornwallis,  march,  in  order  to  gain  the  road  leading 
round  the  eafterly  end  of  the  hills  to  Jamaica,  and  lb  to 
turn  the  left  of  the  Americans.  Col.  Miles,  whofe  dun- 
it  is  to  guard  this  road,  fuffers  the  Britifh  to  march  no: 
lefs  than  fix  miles  till  they  are  near  two  miles  in  the 
rear  of  the  guards,  before  he  difcovers  and  gives  notic: 

2>     of  their  approach.     Gen.  Clinton  arrives  within  half. 
mile  of  the  road  about  two  hours  before  day  break, 
and  fettles  his  difpofition  for  the  attack.     One  i 
patrols  falls  in  with  a  patrol  of  American  officers  c: 
horfeback,   who    are   trepanned,    and    made  prifoner;. 
Sullivan,  though  in  expectation  that  they  v/ill  bring 
intelligence,  neglects  fending  out  a  frefh  patrol  on  fin 
himfelf  difappointed.     Clinton  learning  from  the  office: 
that  the  Americans  have  not  occupied  the  road,  detachi 
a  battalion  of  light  infantry  to  fecure  it ;  and  advai 
with  his  corps  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  day,  poflcfl 
himfelf  of  the  heights  over  which  the  road  paffes. 
General  Grant  with  the  left  wing  advances  alonj 
coail  by  the  weft  road,  near  the  Narrows.     About  mw 

night,  the  guard,  confiding  all  of  New  Yorkers  and 
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Pennfylvanians,  perceiving  that  there  is  danger  at  hand,  1776,. 
flee  without  firing  a  gun,  and  bring  to  gen.  Parfons, 
who  commands  them,  the  account  of  the  enemy's  ad- 
vancing in  great  numbers  by  that  road.  Grant's  move- 
ment is  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  Americans  from 
the  left,  where  the  main  attack  is  to  be  made  by  Clinton. 
Parfons  perceives  by  fair  day-light,  that  the  Britifh  are 
got  through  the  wood,  and  are  defcending  on  the  north 
fide.  He  takes  twenty  of  his  fugitive  guard,  being  all 
he  can  collect,  and  polls  them  on  a  height  in  front  of 
the  Britifh,  about  half  a  mile  diftant,  which  halts  their 
column,  and  gives  time  for  lord  Stirling  to  come  up 
with  his  forces,  amounting  to  about  1500,  who  pofTefles 
himfelf  of  a  hill  about  two  miles  from  camp. 

The  engagement  begins,  foon  after  day-break,  by  the 
Heffians  from  Flatbufh,  under  gen.  Heilter,  and  by 
gen.  Grant  on  the  coaft ;  and  a  warm  cannonade  with  a 
brifk  fire  of  fmall  arms,  is  eagerly  fupported  on  both 
fides  for  fome  confiderable  time.  The  Americans  op- 
pofing  gen.  Heifter,  are  the  firft  who  are  apprized  of 
the  march  of  the  Britifh  troops  under  gen.  Clinton. 
They  accordingly  retreat  in  large  bodies,  and  in  tolerable 
order,  to  recover  their  camp ;  but  are  foon  intercepted 
by  the  right  wing  under  gen.  Clinton  -,  who  having  halted 
and  refrefhed  his  forces  after  parTing  the  heights,  conti- 
nues his  march,  and  getting  into  the  rear  of  the  left  of 
the  Americans,  about  half  pafh  eight  o'clock,  attacks 
them  with  his  light  infantry  and  light  dragoons,  while 
quitting  the  heights  to  return  to  their  lines.  They  are 
driven  back,  and  again  meet  the  Hefiians.  Thus  they 
are  alternately  chaced  and  intercepted.  In  thefe  deipe-- 
rate  circumftances,  fome  of  their  regiments,  overpowered 
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I7-6.  and  out-numbered  as  they  are,  force  their  way  to  camp 
through  all  the  dangers  with  which  they  are  prefTed 
The  Americans  under  lord  Stirling,  confiftjng  of  col 
Miles's  two  battalions,  col.  Atlee's,  col.  Smallwaod's  and 
col.  Hatch's  regiments,  and  who  are  engaged  with  gen, 
Grant,  behave  with  great  bravery  and  refolution,  charging 
the  enemy  and  maintaining  their  pods  from  about  eight 
in  the  morning  till  two  in  the  afternoon  ;  but  are  fo  late 
in  their  knowledge  of  what  paries  elfewhere,  that  their 
retreat  is  intercepted  by  fome  of  the  Britifh  troops,  who, 
befide  turning  the  hills  and  the  American  left,  have  tra- 
verfed  the  whole  extent  of  country  in  their  rear.  Several 
break  through  the  enemy's  line,  and  get  into  the  woe 
Gen.  Parfons,  with  a  fmall  party,  cfcapes  by  doing  ir. 
Numbers  throw  themfelves  into  the  marfh  at  Gowan'; 
Cove;  fome  are  drowned,  others  perifh  in  the  mud;  a 
confiderable  body  however,  efcapes  by  this  way  to  the 
lines.  The  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  variety  of  the 
ground,  occafion  a  continuance  and  extenfion  of  fmall 
engagements,  purfuits  and  ilaughter,  which  laft  for 
many  hours  before  the  fcene  clofes. 

The  Britifh  troops  difplayed  great  valor  and  acti- 
on this  occafion.     So  impetuous  was  their  ardor,  that:: 
was  with  difficulty  that  they  could  be  reftrained,  by  gen. 
Howe's  orders,  from  attacking  the  American  lines.  They 
would  probably  have  entered  them,  had  not  the  works 
been  completed  the  night  before  the  action,  by  do 
an  opening  on  the  right,  and  placing  an  abbatis  before 
it.     The  Americans  were  mod  completely  furprifed 
effectually  entrapped.     Gol.  Smallwood's  Maryland  re- 
giment fuffered  extremely,  and  was  almofl  cut  to  piece?. 
It  loft  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  men.     Thelofswas 
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much  regretted  on  account  of  their  being  young  men  of  1776, 
the  beft  families  in  the  country.     All  who  were  engaged 
in  the  actions  of  the  day,  did  not  difplay  the  fame  cou- 
rage ;  nor  was  it  to  be  expected  from  fuch  raw  troops. 
Many  efcaped  from  the  want  of  diicipline ;    for  they 
broke   at  the  fight   of  danger,    and  laved  themfelves 
through  flight,  whereas  otherwiie  they  muft  have  been 
killed  or  taken.     Large  bodies  however  were  captured. 
Generals  Sullivan,  lord  Stirling,    and  Udell,  befide  3 
colonels,  4  lieutenant  colonels,  3  majors,  18  captains,  43 
lieutenants,    11   enfigns,   an  adjutant,   3  furgeons  and  2 
volunteers,  were  made   priibners,  together   with    1006 
privates,    in   all    1097.     As   among  the  prifoners    the 
wounded  were  included,  an  allowance  of  between  4  and 
500  for  killed,  drowned,  perifhed  in  the  woods,  the  mud 
and  the  like,  muft  be  reckoned  fufficiently  large.    Only 
fix  brafs  ordnance  were  taken.     The  lofs  of  the  Britifb, 
in    killed    and    wounded,    did    not    exceed  318;    of 
of  whom  only  6 1  were  (lain.     The  Heflians  had  2  rank 
and  file  killed,  and  23  privates  and  3  officers  wounded. 
The  brilliant  fuccefs  of  the  operations  on  Long  I  (land 
may  fafcinate  the  judgment,    and  crown  the  head  of 
gen.  Howe  with  laurels :    but  there   are  fome  fenfible 
American  officers,  who  judge,  that  by  commencing  them 
in  that  quarter,  he  completely  put  into  the  hands  of  gen. 
Wafhington,  the  only  chance  which  offered  for  the  de- 
fence of  New  York  5  and  that,  if  gen.  Greene  had  not 
been  prevented  by  ficknefs  from  continuing  in  command, 
all  the  paffes  or  roads  would  have  been  fo  fecured  and 
defended,  as  that  the  royal  army  in  attempting  or  gain- 
ing them  would  have  been  fo  crippled,  as  to  have  been 
arretted  with  regard  to  all  future  fuccefsful  operations. 
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*77°»  Gen.  Sullivan  was  too  inattentive  and  confident.  Thou&h 
in  the  midft  of  royalifts,  he  fufFered  them  to  go  back- 
ward and  forward  juft  as  they  pleafed.  One  of  the 
American  chaplains  fearing  that  the  Britifh  would  make 
a  circuitous  march  and  take  to  the  Jamaica  road,  afked 
him  whether  he  had  guarded  that  pafs  fufficiently,  and 
received  for  anfwer,  "  Yes  ;  fo  that  an  angel  cannot 
force  it." 

It  may  be  thought  by  many,  that  if  gen.  Howe,  in- 
flead  of  commencing  his  operations  on  Long  Ifland 
had  run  up  the  North  River,  and  landed  above  h 
York,  he  would  either  have  compelled  gen.  V/afhington 
to  a  fudden  evacuation  of  the  city,  with  the  lofs  of 
nearly  all  the  ftores  of  the  army ;  or  to  have  fought 
though  very  unequal  in  numbers  and  troops ;  or  to 
have  furrendered  for  want  of  provifions.  That  fuch  a 
movement  might  have  been  made,  wind  and  tide  fa- 
voring, without  any  particular  danger  of  a  failure,  had 
been  eftablimed  by  the  fafe  pafTage  of  the  Phcenix  and 
Rofe  up  and  down  the  river. 

The  victorious  army  encamped  in  the  front  of  the 
American  works  in  the  evening;  and  on  the  28th  at  night 
broke  ground  in  form  about  4  or  500  yards  diftant  from 
a  redoubt  which  covered  the  left  of  the  Americans. 
The  lame  day  gen.  Miffdn  croffed  over  from  New  York 
with  ioco  men;  at  night  he  made  an  offer  to  gen. 
V/aJhlngton  of  going  the  rounds,  which  was  accepted. 
He  obferved  the  approaches  of  the  enemy,  and  the  for- 
wardnefs  of  their  batteries  ;  and  was  convinced  that  no 

nn  time  was  to  be  loft.  The  next  morning  lie  converfed 
with  the  general  upon  the  fubjeel:,  and  faid,  "  You  muft 
either  fight,    or  retreat  immediately.      What  is  your 
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ftren^th?"  The  general  anfwered,  "nine  thoufand."  1776, 
The  other  replied,  cc  It  is  not  fufficient,  we  mull  there- 
fore retreat."  They  were  both  agreed  as  to  the  calling 
of  a  council  of  war  5  and  gen.  Mifflin  was  to  propoie  a 
retreat.  But  as  he  was  to  make  that  propofal,  left  his 
own  character  fhould  fuffer,  he  ftipulated,  that  if  a  re- 
treat fhould  be  agreed  upon,  he  would  command  the 
rear ;  and  if  an  action  the  van.  When  the  council  was 
held,  thefe  reafons  among  others  were  mentioned  for 
removing  the  army  to  New  York,  viz. — <c  The  heavy 
rains  which  have  fallen  two  days  and  nights,  with  but 
litde  intermiffion,  have  injured  the  arms,  and  fpoilt  a 
great  part  of  the  ammunition ;  and  the  foldiers,  being 
without  cover  and  obliged  to  lie  in  their  lines,  are  worn 
out." — "  From  the  time  the  enemy  moved  from  Flat- 
buih,  feveral  large  lliips  have  attempted  to  get  up,  as 
fuppofed,  into  the  Eaft  River,  to  cut  off  our  commu- 
nication, by  which  the  whole  army  would  be  deitroyed, 
but  the  wind  being  north-eaft,  they  have  not  been  able 
to  effect  it." — "  The  troops  are  become  difpirited,  by 
their  inceffant  duty  and  watching."  It  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  quit.  Col.  Glover,  who  belonged  to  Mar* 
blehead,  was  called  upon  with  the  whole  of  his  regiment 
fit  for  duty,  to  take  the  command  of  the  veffels  and 
flat-bottomed  boats.  Mod  of  the  men  were  formerly 
employed  in  the  fifhery,  and  fo  peculiarly  well  qualified 
for  the  fervice.  The  colonel  v/ent  over  himfelf  from 
New  York  to  give  directions ;  and  about  feven  o'clock 
at  night,  officers  and  men  went  to  work  with  a  fpirit 
and  refolution  peculiar  to  that  corps.  The  embarkation 
of  the  troops  was  committed  to  gen.  McDougall.  He 
was  upon  the  fpot  at  Brooklyne  ferry,  at  eight  o'clock, 

the 


II 


314  THE      HISTORY     OF     THE 

J  776.  the  hour  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  this  impor. 
tant  movement.     To  his  great  mortification  he  founc 
the  militia  had  not  yet  embarked.     The  getting  them 
over  protracted  the  time  till  between  ten  and  eleve;, 
o'clock.     Mean  while,  about  nine,  the  tide  of  ebb  made 
and  the  wind  blew  ftrong  at  north-eaft,  which  adding  to 
the  rapidity  of  the  tide,  rendered  it  impoffible  to  e 
the  retreat,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  with  only  tk: 
nuznber  of  row  boats  which  they  could  command ; 
the  ftate  of  the  wind  and  tide  put  it  out  of  the  power  0;' 
col.  Glover's  men  to  make  any  ufe  of  the  fail  boats, 
Gen.  MfDougall  fent  col.  Grayfon,  one  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief's  aids,  to  report  to  his  excellency  the; 
embarraffed  fituation  5  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  tha: 
the  retreat  was  impracticable  that  night.     The  colonel 
returned  foon  after,  not  being  able  to  find  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  on  which  the  general  went  on  with  the 
embarkation  under  all  thefe  difcouragements.     Butabou: 
eleven  the  wind  died  away,  and  foon  after  fprung  up  a: 
fouth-weft,  and  blew  frefh,  which  rendered  the  fail  boats 
of  ufe,  and  at  the  fame  time  made  the  paflage  from  the 
ifland  to  the  city,  direct,  eafy  and  expeditious.    Prpvi- 
A       dence  further  interpofed  in  fa\  or  of  the  retreating  army, 
30,     by  fending  a  thick  fog  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, which  hung  over  Long  Ifland,  while  on  New  York 
fide  it  was  clear.     During  the  embarkation,  col.  Scam- 
niell  was  fent  to  gen.  Mifflin  with  orders  for  a  particu- 
lar regiment  to  march  down  to  the  ferry ;  the  colonel 
miftook  the  orders,  and  inftead  of  a  regiment  under- 
ftood  the  whole  covering  party,  and  delivered  them  ac- 
cordingly.    On  that  gen.  Mifflin  quitted  the  lines, 
came  down  to  the  place  of  embarkation,  to  the  gr# 

aftonift- 
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afbnifhment  of  gen.  Wafhington,  who  with  furprife  in-  x77& 
quired  into  the  reafon  of  fuch  conduct.  The  miilake 
being  cleared  up,  gen.  Mifflin  returned  to  the  lines,  after 
they  had  been  abandoned  about  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  without  its  being  difcovered  by  the  enemy,  be- 
caufe  of  the  fog.  The  fog  and  wind  continued  to  favor 
the  retreat,  till  the  whole  army,  9000  in  number,  with 
all  the  field  artillery,  fuch  heavy  ordnance  as  was  of 
moft  value,  ammunition,  provifion,  cattle,  horfes,  carts, 
&c.  were  fafe  over.  The  water  was  fo  remarkably 
fmooth  as  to  admit  of  the  row  boats  being  loaded  within 
a  few  inches  of  the  gunnel.  Gen.  Wafhington,  though 
often  entreated,  would  not  leave  the  illand,  till  Mifflin 
with  his  covering  party  left  the  lines,  at  about  fix  o'clock. 
The  enemy  were  fo  nigh,  that  they  were  heard  at  work 
with  their  pickaxes  and  fhovels.  In  about  half  an  hour 
after  the  lines  were  finally  abandoned,  the  fog  cleared 
off,  and  the  Britifh  were  feen  taking  pofTelTion  of  the 
American  works.  Four  boats  were  on  the  river,  three 
half  way  over,  full  of  troops  \  the  fourth,  within  reach 
of  the  enemy's  fire  upon  the  fhore,  was  compelled  to 
return ;  fhe  had  only  three  men  in  her,  who  tarried  be- 
hind to  plunder.  The  river  is  a  mile  or  more  acrofs ; 
and  yet  the  retreat  was  effected  in  lefs  than  thirteen 
hours,  a  great  part  of  which  time  it  rained  hard. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  providential  fhifting  of  the 
wind,  not  more  than  half  the  army  could  poflibly  have 
croffed,  and  the  remainder,  with  a  number  of  general 
officers,  and  all  the  heavy  ordnance  at  leafl:,  mull:  ine- 
vitably have  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hand.  Had  it  not 
been  alfo  for  that  heavenly  meflenger,  the  fog,  to  cover 
the  firft  defertion  of  the  lines,  and  the  feveral  proceed- 


ings 
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*776*  ings  of  the  Americans  after  day-break,  they  muft  have 
fuftained  confiderable  loffes.  The  fog  refembled  a  thick 
fmall  mift,  fo  that  you  could  fee  but  a  little  way  before 
you.  It  was  very  unufual  alfo  to  have  a  fog  at  that 
time  of  the  year.  My  informer,  a  citizen  of  New 
York,  could  not  recollect  his  having  known  any  at  that 
feafon,  within  the  fpace  of  twenty  or  thirty  years. 

Governor's  Iiland,  on  which  were  two  regiments,  was 
evacuated  likewife  with  the  lols  only  of  one  man's  arm, 
by  a  cannon  ihot  from  the  mips.  The  Americans  rimmed 

2.  the  removal  of  their  military  (lores  from  thence,  and 
took  every  thing  off  but  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  not- 
withstanding  the  mips  of  war  lay  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  fome  part  of  it  *. 

Since  the  affair  of  Long  I  Hand,  endeavours  have 
been  uled  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  by  puf- 
fing accounts  of  the  extraordinary  bravery  of  their  troops, 
and  the  deftruftion  they  made  of  the  enemy.  But  that 
matters  are  not  very  promifing  appears  from  a  letter 
of  gen.  Mercer,  who  commands  the  flying  camp,  dated 

4«  September  the  4th,  wherein  he  writes,  "  Gen.  Walhing- 
ton  has  not  fo  far  as  I  have  feen  5000  men  to  be  de- 
pended on  for  the  fervice  of  a  campaign,  and  I  have  not 
1 000.  Both  our  armies  are  compofed  of  raw  militia,  per- 
petually fluctuating  between  the  camp  and  their  farms, 
poorly  armed,  and  (till  worfe  difciplined.  Thefe  are  not 
a  match  for,  were  their  numbers  equal  to,  veteran  troops, 
well  fitted  and  urged  on  by  able  officers.  Numbers 
and  difcipline  muft  prevail  at  laft.     Giving  foldiers,  or 

*  The  particulars  of  the  retreat  are  taken  from  Dr.  Rodgers's  thankf- 
giving  fermon  ;  from  col.  Glover's  letters  a  and  from  the  information 
of  perfons  who  were  prefenr. 

even 
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even  the  lower  orders  of  mankind,  the  choice  of  officers,  ,7-5, 
will  for  ever  mar  the  difcipline  of  armies. "  The  wretched 
choice  of  officers  in  the  MafTachufetts,  is  complained  of 
in  a  letter  of  this  purport  to  a  gentleman  of  that  ftate  : 
« I  can  account  for  the  ftrange  military  appointments 
in  yonr  ftate,  on  no  other  principle,  than  that  your  peo- 
ple mean  to  guard  againft  the  danger  of  an  army,  by 
making  it  contemptible.  Without  officers  we  fhall  never 
have  foldiers.  They  are  finking  the  ftate  in  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  continent.  At  the  end  of  a  campaign  we 
find  butchers,  bakers,  futtlers,  and  a  large  tribe  of  con- 
tractors, with  fortunes  made  at  the  public  expence,  while 
a  young  officer  of  merit,  on  twenty-fix  dollars  a  month, 
is  a  beggar.  A  man  of  honor  and  fpirit  cannot  herd 
with  company  unworthy  of  him ;  yet  there  is  no  one 
beneath  a  field  officer,  whofe  pay  gives  him  a  right  to 
company  above  a  fhoe-black.  The  great  number  of 
fouthern  officers  now  in  York,  who  are  but  little  ufed 
to  the  equality  which  prevails  in  New  England,  are  con- 
tinually refenting  the  littlenefs  of  their  pay."  A  third 
gentleman  tells  a  member  of  congrels — cc  I  cannot  agree 
with  you  on  the  frequent  calling  out  of  the  militia. 
They  are  uneafy,  reftlefs  and  difcontented.  They  leave 
their  buMnefs  in  a  moil  perplexing  fituation,  when  called 
out  fuddenly,  and  mult  be  very  great  fufferers  in  their 
private  property.  Their  minds  are  always  at  home,  in 
their  fhops,  or  on  their  farms.  This  renders  them  low 
Spirited  ;—  a  dejection  fad  feizes  them  ; — ficknefs  and 
death  are  the  confequences.  The  only  purpofe  a  militia 
can  ferve,  under  prefent  regulations,  is,  on  fome  fud- 
den  invafion  to  afTernble  and  repel  the  enemy,  and  re- 


turn  to  their  bufmefs  again. 
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1776.  The  account  will  fhock  your  humanity  -,  and  yet  you 
muft  be  told,  that  fince  the  conqueft  of  Long  Ifland 
the  American  captives,  in  feveral  inftances,  were  tied 
up  to  be  fired  at  by  the  royal  troops,  openly  and  with- 
out cenfure  *. 

You  will  not  wifh  a  detention  of  this  letter,  that  the 
intelligence  from  New  York  may  be  brought  down  to  a 
later  period,  it  fhall  therefore  be  clofed  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  troops  to  the  northward,  and  of  fome  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Maflachufetts. 

The  return  of  the  troops  ferving  in  Canada  under 
gen.  Sullivan  was  7006.     When  gen.  Gates  firft  joined 
them,  the  fmall  pox  raged ;  not  a  cannon  was  mount- 
ed ;  the  vefTels  were  lumbered  with  ftores ;    the  men 
were  difpirited  with  defeat  and  fatigue ;  in  fhort,  the 
whole  was  a  fcene  variegated  with  every  diftrefs  and  dif- 
juIy   appointment,  which  can  conlpire  to  ruin  an  army.  Gen. 
iZ*     Sullivan  left  it  the  12th  of  July;  when  he  firft  joined 
it  in  Canada,  it  was  torn  to  pieces  by  ficknefs  and  un- 
accountable occurrences ;  its  prefent  fecurity  is  thought 
to  be  owing  to  him  5  and  therefore  the  field  officers  ad- 
dreiTed  him,  when  leaving  them,   and  faid,  "  It  is  to 
you,  Sir,  the  public  are  indebted,  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  property  in  Canada.     It  is  to  you  we  owe  our 
fafety  thus  far.     Your  humanity  will  call  forth  the  lilcnt 
tear,  and  grateful  ejaculation  of  the  fick  :  your  univerfal 
impartiality  will  force  the  applaufe  of  the  wearied  fol- 
dier."  I 

*  See  M'Fingal,  a  modern  Epic   Poem  in  four  Cantos,   p.  82. 
Printed  at  Hartford  in  Connecticut,  1782.     The  author  is  known  to     j 
be  Mr.  John  Trumbull,  the  American  Butler  for  wit  and  humor. 

With 
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With  the  loffes  fuftained  at  Quebec,  Three  Rivers,  ln&* 
the  Cedars,  the  confequent  retreat  from  Canada,  toge- 
ther with  the  deaths  and  defertions,  which  have  hap- 
pened fince  the  firft  of  April,  the  northern  army  has  been 
iliminifhed  upward  of  5000,  exclufive  of  3000  fick. 
Till  thefe  were  feparated,  and  fent  off  to  Fort  George, 
at  the  head  of  Lake  George,  where  the  general  hofpital 
has  been  efbblifhed,  the  camp  itfelf  had  the  appearance 
of  a  general  hofpital  rather  than  an  army.  The  fmall-  • 
pox  had  infected  every  thing  belonging  to  it,  the  clothes, 
the  blankets,  the  air,  the  very  ground  the  men  walked 
on.  Gen.  Gates  exerted  all  his  powers  to  prevent  this 
peftilence  from  fixing  at  Skeenfborough,  to  which  place 
the  militia,  ordered  to  reinforce  him,  were  directed  to 
repair.  The  army  is  not  now  at  Crown  Point,  for  a 
council  of  general  officers  unanimoufly  determined  to 
retire  from  thence,  and  take  pod  at  the  ftrong  ground 
oppofite  to  the  eail  point  of  Tyconderoga.  By  the  end 
of  the  month  affairs  began  to  wear  a  lefs  gloomy  afpect. 
The  fleet  upon  Lake  Champlain  increafed  rapidly.  The 
militia  began  to  come  to  Skeenfborough.  On  the  6th  Aug. 
of  Auguft  the  general  was  joined  by  600  from  New 
Hampshire ;  but  many,  both  officers  and  foldiers,  were 
detained  on  their  march,  by  inoculating,  contrary  to 
orders,  through  fear  of  being  infected  with  the  fmall- 
pox  in  the  natural  way.  While  the  army  was  in  Canada, 
regularity  was  difpenfed  with,  or  neglected  ;  and  the 
ruin  of  affairs  there  was  afcribed  by  fome  members  of 
congrefs  to  the  want  of  regular  returns.  Who  was  ge- 
neral, who  quarter- mailer,  who  pay-mafter,  who  com- 
miffary,  were  important  fecrets,  which  all  their  pene- 
tration was  never  able  to  difcover.     Gates  lias  fent  them 

a  re- 
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uii6.  a  return,  the  mod  fyftematical  they  have  feen.  The 
utmoft  exertions  are  applied  in  building  galleys  and  gon- 
dolas, to  continue  a  naval  fuperiority  upon  the  lake, 
whereby  to  prevent  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  penetrating  into 
the  United  States  by  way  of  Ty.  The  poll:  oppofite  to 
it  occupied  by  the  army,  has  been  called  Mount  Inde- 
pendence, fince  the  declaration  of  independence  reached 
them  -,  for  that  was  received  with  the  ufual  applaufe. 

Sept.  The  MafTachufetts  houfe  of  reprefentatives  have  in 
an  addrefs  to  congrefs  requefted,  that  they  would  form 

*4-  a  confederation.  They  have  alfo  chofen  gen.  Lincolri 
to  command  the  militia  ordered  to  New  York.  An  at* 
tempt,  which  is  now  making,  to  fix  by  an  aft  of  the 
general  court,  the  price  of  various  articles,  may  be  well 
intended  by  the  generality.  The  characters  of  many> 
who  are  for  the  meafure,  are  too  fair  to  admit  the  fuf- 
picion  of  a  bad  intention.  But  the  meafure  will  at 
length  prove  ineffectual  for  the  good  meant  to  be  an- 
fwered  by  it,  and  be  productive  of  great  evil.  The 
moft  confeientious  and  patriotic  will  be  injured;  while 
the  crafty  and  unprincipled  make  their  advantage  of  it. 
Prices  of  provifion,  and  divers  other  articles,  like  water, 
will  find  their  own  level  -,  and  be  high  or  low,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  flock  in  hand  and  the  demand  that 
there  is  for  them.  But  warm  theorifts  will  not  be  eafily 
convinced  by  any  other  arguments,  than  thofe  which  re* 
fult  from  experiments. 


LET- 
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LETTER      VII. 

Roxlury,  Dec,  20,  177S.  ' 

THE  American  army  having  providentially  efcapcd  *77& 
from  Long  Ifland,  gen.  Sullivan  was  immediately 
fent  upon  parole  with  a  verbal  mefifage  from  lord  Howe 
to  the  congrefs ;  importing  that  though  he  could  not  at 
prefent  treat  with  them  in  that  character,  yet  he  was  very 
defirous  of  having  a  conference  with  fome  of  the  mem* 
bers,  whom  he  would  confider  as  private  gentlemen. 
He  informed  them,  that  he,  with  the  general,  had  full 
powers  to  compromife  the  difpute  between  Great  Britain 
and  America  upon  terms  advantageous  to  both  :— that 
he  wifhed  a  compact  might  be  fettled  at  a  time,  when 
no  decihve  blow  was  (truck,  and   neither  party  could 
fay,  that  it  was   compelled  to  enter  into  fuch  agree- 
ment:— that  were  they  difpofed  to  treat,  many  things, 
which  they  had  not  yet  afked,  might  and  ought  to  be 
granted :— and  that,  if  upon  the  conference,  they  found 
any  probable  ground  of  an  accommodation,  the  autho- 
rity of  congrefs  would  be  afterward  acknowledged  to 
render  the  treaty   complete.     The  general   arrived  at  Sept. 
congrefs  with  this  meiiage  on  the   2d  of  September ;     2* 
and  was  defired  to  reduce  it  to  writing.     They  received 
a  letter  at  the  fame  time  from  gen.  Wafhington,  ac- 
quainting them  with  the   removal  of  the  army  from 
Long  Ifland.     On  the  5th,  gen.  Sullivan  was  requefted 
to  inform  lord  Howe,  "  that  congrefs  being  the  reprc- 
Vol.  II.  Y  Tentative 
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1776.  fentativcs  of  the  free  and  independent  dates  of  America 
they  cannot  with  propriety  fend  any  of  their  members,  to 
confer  with  his  lordfhip  in  their  private  characters,  but 
that  ever  defirous  of  eflabiifhing  peace  on  reafonable 
terms,  they  will  fend  a  committee  of  their  body  to  know 
whether  he  has  any  authority  to  treat  with  perfons  autho- 
rized by  congrefs  for  that  purpofe  in  behalf  of  America, 
and  what  that  authority  is,  and  to  hear  fuch  proportions 

Sept,  as  he  mall  think  fit  to  make  refpecting  the  fame."  The 
next  day  they  elected  by  ballot  for  their  committee, 
Merits.  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  Edward  Rutledge. 

j^#  Eight  days  after,  the  committee  met  lord  Howe  upon 
Staten  Ifland,  oppofite  to  Amboy,  where  his  lordfhip 
received  and  entertained  them  with  the  utmoft  polite- 
nefs.  The  committee  in  their  report,  fummed  up  the 
account  of  the  conference,  by  mentioning  that  it  did 
not  appear  to  them,  that  his  lordfhip's  commiffion  con- 
tained any  other  authority  of  importance  than  was  con- 
tained in  the  act  of  parliament ;  for  that  as  to  the  power 
of  inquiring  into  the  {late  of  America,  which  his  lord- 
fnip  mentioned  to  them,  and  of  conferring  and  confut- 
ing with  any  perfons  the  commifTioners  might  think 
proper,  and  reprefenting  the  refult  to  the  miniftry,  they 
apprehended  any  expectation  from  the  effect  of  fuch  power 
would  have  been  too  precarious  for  America  to  have  re- 
lied upon,  had  fhe  ftill  continued  in  her  irate  of  depen- 
dence. Thus  the  hopes  of  negotiation  by  the  commii- 
fioners  ended.  The  friends  to  independency  rejoiced 
that  it  was  brought  to  fo  happy  a  conclufion.  They 
almoft  trembled  left  it  mould  prove  infnaring,  and  for 
thing  fhould  take  place  under  it,  which,  in  the  prefent 
iftrcfled  cireumftances  of  their  military  affairs,  migto 

8  demoliih 
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demolifli  the  fabric  they  were  erecting.  It  ferved  to  277^ 
gain  time  for  recovering  from  the  fhock  occafioned  by 
the  loites  fuftained  on  Long  Ifland,  If  it  delayed  the 
operations  of  gen.  Howe,  it  anfwered  another  valuable 
purpofe :  and  it  is  hard  otherwife  to  account  for  his 
delay.  The  committee  managed  with  great  dexterity  ; 
and  maintained  the  dignity  of  congrefs.  Their  fenti- 
ments  and  language  became  their  character.  His  lord- 
{hip  was  explicitly  and  authoritatively  allured,  that  nei- 
ther the  committee,  nor  the  congrefs  which  fent  them, 
had  authority  to  treat  in  any  other  capacity  than  as  in- 
dependent ftates.  His  lordfhip  had  "  no  inftrudtions  on 
that  fubjecV  The  Americans  muft  therefore  fight  it 
out,  and  truft  in  God  for  fuccefs. 

General  Wafhington's  fituation,  after  evacuating  Long 
Ifland,  was  truly  diftreiTing.  The  check,  which  the  de- 
tachment had  fuftained,  difpirited  too  great  a  proportion 
of  the  troops,  and  tilled  their  minds  with  apprehenfion 
and  defpair.  The  militia  were  difmayed,  intractable, 
and  impatient  to  return.  Great  numbers  went  off,  by 
companies  at  a  time,  by  half  regiments,  and  in  fome 
inftances  almoft  by  whole  ones.  The  flying  camp  was 
too  literally  flich.  Whole  battalions  of  them  ran  off 
from  Powle's  (the  mode  of  fpelling  Paul's  two  hundred 
years  back*)  Hook,  and  the  heights  of  Bergen,  upon 
the  firing  of  a  broad-fide  from  a  man  of  war,  when  no 
one  was  hurt  by  it.  An  entire  difregard  of  that  order 
and  fubordination  neceffary  to  the  well  being  of  an 
army,  made  his  condition  ftill  more  alarming ;  and  oc- 

*  See  queen  Elizabeth's  Bible,  printed  1572.  forjugg  in  Powle's 
Church  Yard, 

Y  2  cafioned 
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*77&  cafibned  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  generality  of 
troops.     The  number  of  men  fit  for  duty,  taking  in  the 
main  body  and  all  the  out-pofts,  was  for  fome  days  under 
20,000 :  but  the  militia,  too  contemptible  to  merit  the 
name  of  foldiers,  with  the  new  levies  alike  defpicable, 
compofed  more  than  a  third  of  the  army.     The  militia 
did  inexpreflible  damage,  by  telling  the  other  troops— 
c<  all  is  gone— the  regulars  mufc  overcome.',     By  luch 
language  the  men  became  more  and  more  difheartened. 
What  is  faid  of  the  militia  is  not  peculiar  to  thofe  from 
sny  one  ilate  :  as  to  their  intractablenefs,  and  difregard 
of  order  and  fubordination,  it  is  common  to  all  militia, 
and  muft  be  generally  expected ;  for  men  who  have  been 
free,  and  never  fubject  to  reftraint  or  any  kind  of  con- 
trol, cannot,  in   a  day,   be  taught  the  neceflity,  or  be 
brought  to  fee  the  expediency  of  ftrict  difcipline.  Within 
nine  days  after  the  evacuation,  the  number  of  the  fick, 
by  the  returns,  formed  one  quarter  of  the  whole  army. 
Such  were  circumftances,   that  they  demanded  the 
greater!:  harmony  poffible  among  the  troops  ;  whereas  no 
irnall  animofity  prevailed  between  thofe  of  the  north 
and  fouthern  dates,  occafioned  by  general  and  illiberal 
reflections  freely  dealt  out  at  head  quarters.     It  was  not 
-countenanced  by  the  commander  in  chief;  but  the  ad- 
jutant general  affiduoufly  endeavoured  to  make  and  pro- 
mote it ;  lb  that  his  excellency,  in  order  to  remedy  it 
in  forne  meafure,  appointed  David  Henley  efq;  deputy 
adjutant  general.     The  day  this  appointment  was  an- 
nounced to  the  army  in  general  orders*  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, a  letter  was  written  to  a  member  of  congrels 
which  fays,   u  The  infamous  defertions,  the  fliamd 
ravages,   feditious   fpeeches   and   mutinous  behaviour, 

r  which 
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which  prevail  in  your  army,  call  in  the  loudeft  language  *77* 
for  a  reform.  The  militia  here  are  only  an  armed  rabble, 
and  all  the  troops  are  without  difcipline.  If  the  con- 
arefs  does  not  raife  an  army  for  three  years  or  during 
the  conteft,  all  the  bed  officers  will  quit  it.  Had  we 
been  wile  to  engage  the  men,  at  firft,  during  the  war, 
we  fhould  now  have  had  an  army  to  have  met  Britifh 
troops  on  an  equal  footing.  As  to  having  recourfe  to  a 
militia,  it  is  a  moil  wretched  fubterfuge,  experience  has 
demonftrated  they  will  not  ftand  fire.  They  will  not 
fight  from  home.  Men  mud  learn  to  fight  as  they  learn 
any  thing  elfe.  We  have  an  exceeding  good  comman- 
der in  chief,  who  is  not  wanting  in  intrepidity,  nor  the 
trueft  patriotifm.  I  wifh  him  more  able  counfellors  and 
fpirited  aftiftants.  Be  allured,  Sir,  that  our  men  have, 
in  a  great  meafure,  loft  that  virtue  which  firft  engaged 
them  to  fight,  and  are  finking  into  an  army  of  merce- 


naries." 


One  lieutenant  colonel  Zeidwitz  was  tried  for  writing 
a  letter  to  the  late  governor  Tryon,  wherein  he  declared 
his  attachment  to  the  royal  caufe,  and  promifed  his  fer- 
vice  upon  certain  conditions :  he  was  fentenced  to  be 
talhiered,  and  rendered  incapable  of  any  future  military 
command.  This  ftrange  fentence  was  owing  to  a  militia 
brigadier  general,  and  others  of  a  fimilar  judgment, 
who  being  members  of  the  court,  faid,  "  it  was  only  an 
attempt  to  correfpond ;"  and  fo  the  fellow  efcaped. 

General  Wafhingtcn  divided  his  army,  leaving  4500 
in  the  city  of  New  Tork,  and  pofting  6500  at  Haerlem, 
and  12,000  at  King/bridge*.  On  the  hills  at,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  thefe  places,  forts  had  been  erected, 

f  Colonel  Glover's  letter, 

Y   3  whicl} 
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*776-  which  the  troops  garrifoned,  The  ftrongefl  was  Fort 
Wajhingtoriy  nigh  Haerlem,  of  difficult  accefs,  and  over- 
looking the  North  river,  the  paflage  of  which  it  was 
meant  to  fecure  by  the  aid  of  Fort  Lee,  oppofite  to  it, 
on  the  Jerfey  fide.  When  it  became  clear  to  the  gene- 
ral, that  the  enemy  meant  to  throw  their  whole  army 
between  part  of  his  in  New  York  and  its  environs,  and 
the  remainder  about  Kingfbridge,  he  removed  his  quar- 
ters to  col.  Roger  Morris's,  ten  miles  from  New  York, 
and  not  very  diftant  from  Fort  Walhington.  The  day 
before  the  committee  of  congrefs  met  lord  Howe,  five 
mips  of  war  were  fent  up  the  Eaft  river :  on  which  it 
was  thought  necefTary  to  evacuate  the  city  as  fad  as 
poffible,  and  to  remove  the  fick,  the  ordnance,  ftores 
and  provifionsf  Col  Glover  was  employed  in  this  fer- 
vice :  he  began  upon  it  about  nine  at  night,  By  fun 
rife  the  next  morning,  his  brigade  had  got  fafe  over  to 
the  Jerfeys,  the  fick  in  and  about  the  city,  amounting 
to  500,  On  the  Saturday,  he  was  ordered  to  have  the 
tents  ftruck,  and  the  heavy  baggage  carried  down 
to  the  North  river  to  be  tranfported  up  in  boats,  while 
the  tents  and  light  baggage  were  carried  up  in  waggons. 
This  was  completed  about  nine  at  night,  when  an  alarm 
took  place  ;  and  he  was  ordered  to  march  his  brigade  to 
Haerlem  to  join  gen.  McDougall,  leaving  the  whole 
baggage  of  two  regiments  behind,  which  afterward  fell 
into  the  enemy's  hands.  The  next  morning  they  marched 
to  Kingfbridge.  The  poor  lads  had  juft  unflung  their 
packs,  when  up  drives  an  exprefs  with  an  account  that 
the  enemy  were  landing :  on  which  they  marched  back 
without  any  kind  of  refrefhment,  joined  five  other  bri- 
gades, about  7000,  and  formed  on  Haerlem  plains. 

General 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  327 

General  Howe,  having  fully  prepared  for  a  defcent  J77& 
on  New  York  Ifland,  embarked  a  ftrong  divifion  of  the 
army  under  the  command  of  gen.  Clinton  and  others, 
in  boats  at  the  head  of  Newtown  inlet  and  at  another 
place  higher  up,  where  they  could  not  be  obferved  by 
the  Americans  ;  who  expected  that  the  attack  would  be 
made  on  the  fide  next  to  the  Eaft  river,  and  had  there- 
fore thrown  up  works  and  lines  to  defend  themfelves.  Sept. 
About  eleven  o'clock,  gen.  Howe's  troops  landed,  under  **■ 
cover  of  the  five  mips  of  war,  in  two  divifiofis,  between 
Kep's-bay  and  Turtle-bay,  the  Heffians  in  one  place 
and  the  Britifh  in  another.  As  foon  as  gen.  Wajhington 
heard  the  firing  of  the  men  of  war,  he  rode  with  all 
difpatch  toward  the  lines ;  but  to  his  great  mortification, 
found  the  troops  polled  in  them,  retreating  with  the  ut- 
rnoft  precipitation  ;  and  thofe  ordered  to  fupport  them, 
Parfons's  and  Fellows's  brigades,  flying  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  in  the  greateil  confufion.  His  attempts  to 
flop  them  were  fruitlefs,  though  he  drew  his  fword  and 
threatened  to  run  them  through,  cocked  and  fnapped 
his  pitlols.  On  the  appearance  of  a  fmall  part  of  the 
enemy,  not  more  than  fixty  or  feventy,  their  diforder 
was  increafed,  and  they  ran  off  without  firing  a  fingle 
ihot,  and  left  the  general  in  a  hazardous  fituation,  fo 
that  his  attendants,  to  extricate  him  out  of  it,  caught 
the  bridle  of  his  horfe,  and  gave  him  a  different  direction. 
Three  large  mips  were  ftationed  in  the  North  river, 
oppofite  to  thofe  in  the  Eaft  river ;  both  of  them  kept 
up  a  conftant  cannonading  with  grape  Ihot  and  langrage 
quite  acrofs  the  ifland.  The  Heffians  upon  their  land- 
ing, feized  and  fecured  in  a  neighbouring  building  as 
enemies,  fome  perfons  who  had  been  placed  there  to 

Y  4  fervc 
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j 775.  fcrve  as  guides,  which  for  a  while  fubjected  diem  to  a 
difficulty.  When  the  Britifh  were  completely  landed, 
they  marched  on  toward  the  Kingfbridge  road.  The 
American  brigades,  that  had  fled  upon  the  enemy's  ap- 
proaching the  lines,  flopped  not  till  met  by  col.  Glover's 
and  the  five  other  brigades,  who  were  haflening  down  to 
them.  Upon  the  junction,  the  whole  marched  forward 
and  took  pod  on  fome  heights,  when  all  at  once,  about 
£cco  of  the  enemy  as  was  thought,  hove  in  fight  on  the 
next  height  and  halted.  Gen.  Wafhington  at  firft  con- 
{cnicd  to  his  troops  marching  forward  to  give  them  bat- 
tle ;  but  on  a  fecond  confederation,  counter- ordered,  as 
he  could  not  have  any  dependence  on  the  militia  and 
the  flying  camp,  which  compofed  half  the  number  then 
prefent.  When  the  Americans  were  withdrawn,  and  no 
profpeet  of  action  remained,  the  Britifh  generals  re- 
paired to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Robert  Murray,  a  gentleman 
of  the  quaker  perfuaflon.  The  lady  of  the  houfe  being 
at  home,  entertained  them  molt  civilly,  with  what  ferved 
for,  or  was  cakes  and  wine.  They  were  well  pleafed 
with  the  entertainment,  and  tarried  there  near  upon  two 
hours  or  more  -,  gov.  Tryon  feafoning  the  repaft,  at 
times,  by  joking  Mrs.  Murray  about  her  American 
friends,  for  fhe  was  known  to  be  a  Heady  advocate 
the  liberties  of  the  countrv.  Meanwhile,  the  Heffians 
jpd  the  Britifh,  except  a  flrong  corps  which  marched 
down  the  road  to  take  pcileiTion  of  the  city,  remained 
Upon  their  arms  inactive ;  which  gave  gen.  Putnam  the 
opportunity  of  efcaping  with  about  3500  men,  including 
the  guards,  who  had  been  left  to  fluft  for  themfelves, 
when  col.  Glover  had  been  ordered  away  from  New 
Y  #k?     The  general,  in  order  to  efcape  any  troops  that 

might 
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might  be  advancing  upon  the  direct  road  to  the  city,  *776* 
betook  Himfelf  to  that  which  lies  along  fide  the  North 
river,  and  marched  to  the  end,  where  it  turns  off  ihort 
to  the  right,  and  leads  on  to  another  and  narrower,  that 
goes  to  Blooming-dale.  By  this  laft  road,  he  avoided 
every  dangerous  approach  to  the  enemy,  and  retreated 
with  iafety,  But  nothing  could  have  been  eafier  than  to 
have  prevented  his  getting  into  it.  A  good  body  of 
troops,  with  a  couple  of  field  pieces,  in  about  twenty 
minutes  or  lefs,  could  have  taker*  fuch  a  pofition  as 
would  necefiarily  have  cut  off  Putnam's  retreat.  CoL 
Grayfon  has  repeatedly  faid,  fpeaking  humoroufly, 
il  Mrs.  Murray  fayed  the  American  army."  On  the 
day  that  gen.  Howe's  forces  landed  and  the  following 
one,  they  made  pri&ners  354 privates  and  17  officers*. 
Many  think  the  general  was  greatly  miftaken  in  land- 
ing on  the  ifland  inftead  of  throwing  his  army  around  it 
above  Kingfbridge,  and  thereby  hemming  in  the  whole 
body  of  the  Americans  at  once.  Such  a  manoeuvre  they 
view  as  having  been  within  the  compafs  of  eafy  prac- 
tice, confidering  what  a  naval  and  military  apparatus  he 
had  at  his  fervice. 

On  the  Monday  there  was  a  tolerable  fkirmifh  be-  Sept, 
tween  two  battalions  of  light  infantry  and  Highlanders, 
and  three  companies  of  Heffian  riflemen  commanded  by 
frrigadier  Leflie,  and  detachments  from  the  American 
army  under  the  command  of  lieut.  coj.  Knolton  of  Con- 
necticut, and  major  Leitch  of  Virginia.  The  colonel 
received  a  mortal  wound,  and  the  major  three  balls 
through  his  body,  but  is  likely  to  do  well.  Their  par- 
ty^ behaved  with  great  bravery,  and  being  fupplied  with 

*  The  board  of  war, 

freih 
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i7;6»frefh  troops,  beat  the  enemy  fairly  from  the  field.  The 
lofs  of  the  Americans,  except  in  col.  Knolton,  a  moll 
valuable  and  gallant  officer,  was  inconfiderable ;  that  of 
the  enemy  between  80  and  ico  wounded,  and  15  oi 
killed.  This  little  advantage  infpirited  the  Americans 
prodigiouily.  They  found  it  required  only  refolution  and 
good  officers  to  make  an  enemy,  they  flood  too  much 
in  dread  of,  give  way  *.  The  men  will  fight  if  led  on 
by  good  officers,  and  as  certainly  run  away  if  command- 
ed by  fcoundrels.  Sunday  was  an  inftance  of  the  lail, 
and  the  next  day  a  confirmation  of  the  firft  afiertion. 
On  Sunday,  the  officers,  inftead  of  heading  and  leading 
the  men  on  to  attack  the  enemy  when  landing,  were 
the  firft  to  fcamper  off. 

Sept.      A  few  days  after  the  Britifh  had  pofTefTed  themfelves  c. 

**•  New  York,  a  moil  terrible  fire  happened.  A  thoufand 
houfes,  near  one  fourth  of  the  city,  were  laid  in  af 
Trinity  church,  the  public  charity  fchool,  the  re&or's 
houfe,  and  a  Lutheran  chapel  were  among  the  build- 
ings which  were  confumed.  The  lofs  fuftained  in  houfe 
&c.  by  the  corporation  of  Trinity  church,  is  thought, 
upon  a  moderate  computation,  to  be  more  than  15,6001. 
flerling.  The  fire  broke  out  at  a  dram  mop,  cloic 
with  the  waterfide,  on  Whitehall  Hip,  about  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  reports  fpread  of  its  breaking 
put  in  feveral  places  at  the  fame  time,  were  erroneous. 
Every  thing  was  very  dry,  and  a  brifk  foutherly  winu 
blew.  The  flames  foon  caught  the  neighbouring  houPi 
fpread,  raged  with  inconceivable  violence,  and  maw 
all  the  fubfequent  havock.  There  were  few  citizens  1 
town ;    and  the  fire   engines   and  pumps  were  out  w 

*  General  Wafhington's  letter  to  gen.  Gates. 

ore 
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order.  Two  regiments  went  immediately  to  the  place,  *77& 
and  many  boats  full  of  men  were  fent  from  the  fleet : 
to  thefe  under  Providence  it  was  owing,  that  the  whole 
city  was  not  reduced  to  afhes.  A  gentleman  *  who  was 
at  Bergen  (oppofite  the  fpot  where  the  fire  firft  broke 
out)  faw  it  foon  after  it  began,  obferved  its  progrefs^ 
and  is  perfuaded  that  it  was  not  purpofely  kindled,  but 
was  merely  accidental  f,  and  the  probable  confequence 
of  the  failors  having  been  fuffered  to  go  on  fhore  the 
day  before  to  regale  and  frolic.  The  drynefs  of  the 
materials,  the  brifk  foutherly  wind,  and  the  covering  of 
the  houfes,  fhingles  inflead  of  flate  or  tiles,  eafily  ac- 
count for  its  Spreading,  without  calling  in  the  aid  of  in- 
cendiaries. 

A  brigadier  writes  concerning  the  animofity  in  the 
American  army  above  noticed — "  It  has  already  rifen 
to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  Pennfylvania  and  New  Eng- 
land troops  would  as  foon  fight  each  other  as  the  ene- 
my. Officers  of  all  ranks  are  indifcriminately  treated  in 
amoft  contemptible  manner,  and  whole  colonies  tra- 
duced and  vilified  as  cheats,  knaves,  cowards,  poltroons, 
hypocrites,  and  every  term  of  reproach,  for  no  other 
reafon,  but  becaufe  they  are  fituated  eaft  of  New  York. 
Every  honor  is  paid  to  the  merit  of  good  men  from  the 
fouth ;  the  merit,  if  fuch  be  poflible,  from  the  north  is 
not  acknowledged ;  but  if  too  apparent  to  be  blafted 
with  falfhood,  is  carefully  buried  in  oblivion.  The 
cowardice  or  mifbehaviour  of  the  fouth  is  carefully  co- 
vered over,  the  leafl  mifcondu£c  in  the  gentlemen  of 

*  Mr.  Griffiths  of  New  York.  +  The  fame  was  confirmed 

to  me  by  other  gentlemen,  while  at  New  York,  Auguft  1785. 

the 
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1776.  the  north  is  pubiifhcd  with  large  comments  and  aggra- 
vations." 

Congrefs  have  at  length  adopted  a  new  code  for  the 
government  of  the  army.     It  was  become  abfolutely  ne- 
ccffary.     (<  No  laws  can  be  too  fevere  for  the  govern- 
ment of  men  who  live  by  the  fword,  and  who  have  this 
only  reply  for  their  ravages— quis  negat  arma  teneni 
This   was   the  language  of  a  gentleman,   whofe  con- 
cern  in  the  army   gave  him   the  beft  opportunity  of 
procuring  certain  information  ;  and  who  faid  further  to 
a  member  of  congrefs — Cf  Abfolute  tyranny  is  effential 
to  the  government  of  an  army,    and  every  man  who 
carries    arms,    from  the  general  officer  to  the  private 
fentinel,  mull  be  content  to  be  a  temporary  flave,  if 
he  would  ferve  his  country  as  a  foldier.     Almoft  every 
villainy  and  rafcality  that  can  difgrace  the  man,  the  fol- 
dier or  the  citizen,  is  daily  pracljfed  without  meeting 
the  punifhment  they  merit.     So  many  of  our  officers 
want  honor,  and  ib  many  of  our  foldiers  want  virtue, 
civil,  focial,  and  military,  that  nothing  but  the  fevereft 
puniihments  will  keep  both  from  practices  which  mull 
ruin  us,     The  infamous  and  cruel  ravages,  which  have 
been  made  on  the  wretched  djftrefTed  inhabitants  of  this 
unfortunate  ifland  (New  York)  by  many  of  our  foldiers, 
muft  difgrace  and  expofe  our  army  to  deteflation.   1 
have  heard  fome  tales  of  woe,  occafioned  by  the  rob- 
beries of  oyr  army,  which  would  extort  fighs  from  the 
hearts  of  tygers.     Our  men  are  at  prefent  only  robbers; 
that  they  will  loon  be  murderers  unlefs  fome  are  hang- 
ed, I  have  little  doubt."     The  difficulty  which  the  art 
has  been  under,  from  the  want  of  almoft  every  necel- 
fary,  teats,  camp-kettles.,  blankets  and  clothes  ofev 
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kind,  may  have  contributed  toward  the  caufe  of  thefe  r77& 
complaints.  Unlefs  the  men  can  get  fuppLed  in  a  re- 
gular way,  they  will  be  inclined,  notwithflanding  the 
moil  pofitive  general  orders  to  the  contrary,  to  help 
themielves,  however  irregularly;  and  when  once  they 
beoin  to  trefpafs  from  neceffity,  they  are  tempted  to 
proceed  for  convenience  or  pleafure. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  time,  an  officer  high  in  rank  and  Sept, 
much  efteemed,  communicated  his  thoughts  in  thefe  24" 
words: — cc  We  are  now  upon  the  eve  of  another  diflb- 
lution  of  the  army.  Unlefs  fome  fpeedy  and  effectual 
meafures  are  adopted  by  congrefs,  cur  caufe  will  be  loll. 
The  few  who  act  upon  principles  of  difintereflednefs 
are,  comparatively  fpeaking,  no  more  than  a  drop  in 
the  ocean.  As  the  v/ar  muft  be  carried  on  fyfternati- 
cally,  you  mull  eftabliih  your  army  upon  a  permanent 
footing,  and  give  your  officers  good  pay,  that  they  may 
be,  and  fupport  the  character  of  gentlemen,  and  not  be 
driven,  by  a  fcanty  allowance,  to  the  low  and  dirty  arts, 
which  many  of  them  practife,  to  filch  the  public  of 
more  than  the  difference  of  pay  would  amount  to.  The 
men  mult  be  engaged  by  a  good  bounty  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war.  To  depend  upon  militia  is  afilirediy 
retting  on  a  broken  ftaff.  They  cannot  brook  fubor- 
dination.  It  would  be  cheaper  to  keep  fifty  or  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  in  conflant  pay,  than  depend  upon  half 
the  number,  and  fupply  the  other  half  occafionally  by 
militia.  If  I  was  to  declare  upon  oath,  whether  the 
militia  have  been  moft  ferviceable  or  hurtful  upon  the 
1  whole,  I  mould  fubfcribe  to  the  latter.  No  man,  who 
I  regards  order,  regularity  and  ceconomy,  or  who  has 
any  regard  for    his  own  honor,    character  or  peace  of 

mind, 
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*  77^  mind,  will  rifk  them  upon  militia."  While  the  Ame. 
rican  caufe  is  thus  expofed,  fome  gentlemen  obferve  with 

Sept*  pleafure  of  the  enemy,  that — <c  Though  they  are  brave 
and  furnifhed  with  all  matters,  yet  from  fome  caufes 
they  difcover  very  little  of  the  great  or  vaft  in  their  dc« 
figns  and  executions." 

It  is  not  ftrange,  that  there  is  a  number  of  bad  officers 
in  the  continental  fervice,  when  you  confider  that  manv 
were  chofen  by  their  own  men,  who  elected  them,  not 
from  a  regard  to  merit  or  any  love  of  difcipline,  but 
from  the  knowledge  they  had  of  their  being  ready  to 
aflbciate  with  them  on  the  foot  of  equality.  It  was  the 
cafe  in  divers  inftances,  that,  when  a  company  was  form- 
ing, the  men  would  choofe  thofe  for  officers  who  con- 
fented  to  throw  their  pay  into  a  joint  ftock  with  the  pri- 
vates, from  which,  captains,  lieutenants,  enfigns,  fer- 
geants,  corporals,  with  drummers  and  privates,  drew 
equal  fhares.  Can  it  then  be  wondered  at,  however 
mortifying  it  may  prove,  that  a  captain  fhould  be  tried 
and  broken  for  dealing  his  foldiers  blankets,  or  that 
another  officer  fhould  be  found  fhaving  his  men  in  the 
face  of  diftinguifhed  characters  !  Time  mud  and  will 
clear  the  army  of  thefe  defpicable  commiffion-bearers. 

Too  many  of  the  regimental  furgeons  have  made  a 
practice  of  felling  recommendations  to  furloughs  and 
difcharges  at  a  lefs  fum  than  a  fhilling  a  man.  Only 
one  of  the  number  fuppofed  to  merit  the  fame  diftinc- 
tion,  was  drummed  out  of  the  army,  for  fuch  a  fcan- 
dalous  conduct.  Had  all  who  deferved  it,  met  the  like 
reward,  a  good  reform  would  have  been  made :  that 
one  is  too  pitiful  a  fubject,  to  have  his  name  recorded. 

He  charged  each  man  fixpence  fterling,  and  any  on? 

was 
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was  welcome  to  a  certificate  for  that  fum.  Several  of  iffa 
the  regimental  furgeons  had  no  profeffional  abilities ; 
had  never  feen  an  operation  of  furgery  ;  were  unlettered 
and  ignorant  to  a  degree  fcarcely  to  be  imagined.  Others 
were  amazingly  deficient  in  the  article  of  profeffional  ap- 
paratus. From  one  general  return  of  fifteen  regiments, 
it  appeared  that  for  fifteen  furgeons  and  as  many  mates, 
all  the  inftruments  (which  were  reported  to  be  private 
property)  amounted  only  to  fix  fets  of  amputating— 
two  of  trepanning— fifteen  cafes  of  pocket  inftruments 
—feventy-five  crooked,  and  fix  ftraight  needles — four 
incifion  knives  for  dilating  wounds,  or  other  purpofes — 
and  three  pair  of  forceps  for  extracting  builets. 

Since  the  evacuation  of  New  York,  the  fick  have  fuf- 
fered  very  much  for  want  of  necefTaries,  and  have  been 
in  a  miferable  fituation ;  but  it  appears  to  have  been 
owing  greatly  to  untoward  circumftances,  hurry,  confu- 
iion,  and  an  actual  want  of  the  requisites  for  affording 
relief.  The  fick  have  amounted  to  many  thoufands, 
including  what  have  been  at  different  places ;  and  many 
hundreds,  if  not  fome  thoufands,  have  been  fwept  oft 
by  various  difeafes.  Much  cenfure  has  been  caft  upon 
Dr.  Morgan,  director  general  of  the  hofpital,  for  the 
lufferings  which  the  fick  have  endured,  more  than  is 
due,  as  apprehended.  The  army  ought  to  have  been 
early  provided  with  medicines,  inftruments,  and  ban- 
dages, by  a  continental  druggift,  or  chofen  committee, 
before  the  campaign  began,  inftead  of  having  them  to 
procure  afterward :  and  the  militia  which  came  late  to 
the  field,  iliould  have  been  provided  by  the  different 
ftates,  before  they  j  oined  the  army, 
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i776.  An  nnfuccefsful  attempt  was  made  on  the  Britifh  out- 
poll  on  Montrefor  Ifland.  A  large  party  of  Americ. 
in  five  fiat-bottomed  boats,  under  the  command  of  col. 
Jackfon,  went  down  Haerlem  river  to  attack  it,  a  little 
after  four  in  the  morning.  They  had  two  pieces  of 
cannon  with  them  :  the  poll  was  guarded  by  about  eighty 
men.  The  Brune  frigate  being  at  anchor  near  the  ifland, 
fired  at  the  boats  in  the  dark,  and  funk  one  of  them, 
The  colonel  landed,  and  a  fkirmiih  enfued ;  but  feveral 
of  the  officers  and  men  behaved  moll  fcandaloufly;  in- 
flead  of  fupporting  him  they  pufhed  off,  fo  that  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat.  He  was  himfeif  wounded,  and  left 
two  and  twenty  wounded  behind.  Major  Thomas  Hen- 
ley, brother  to  the  deputy  adjutant  general,  an  intrepid 
officer,  was  killed. 

General  Howe  had  at  length  ripened  his  plan  for  r 
ting  off  gen.  Wajhingtoris  communication  with  theeaftern 
flates,  and  enclofing  him  on  all  fides  in  his  faftneffes  on 
the  north  end  of  New  York  Ifland  ;  which  ought  to 
have  been  executed  a  month  back,  by  a  bold  and  un- 
expected removal  of  the  troops  from  Long  Ifland  in  the 
firft  inflance,  to  Rochelle  or  the  neighbourhood. 

The  greater  part  of  the  army,  being  embarked  in 
flat  boats  and  other  fmall  craft,  paffed  through  Hell- 
gate,  a  paflage  terrible  in  name,  but  no  ways  dangerous 
at  the  proper  time  of  tide  -,  entered  the  Sound,  and 

12.     landed   early  in   the  morning  on  Frog's  Neck,  in  m'K 
Chefter  county,  belonging  to  New  York,  upon  the  : 
of  Connecticut.     Gen.  Wafhington's  army,  fit  for  duty, 
prefent  and  on  command  at  different  pofts,  militia  in- 
cluded, was  about  19,00c.     Officers  and  men  were 
expectation  of  active  fervice.      The  former  were  out 

fie- 
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frequently    in   reconnoitring   parties ;     the   latter  were  J77^« 
looking  out  for  the  arrival  of  gen.  Lee,  on  his  way  to 
the  camp.     The  Americans  had  no  intention  of  quit- 
ting their  ground  upon  the  ifland  and  the  neighbour- 
hood of  King/bridge  ;  but  a  number  of  regiments  were 
fent  forward  to  counteract  the  operations  of  the  enemy. 
When  the  royal  army  was  landed,  the  generals  found 
they  could  not  get  upon  the  continent,  by  reafon  of  the 
caufeway's  being    broken  down,    and  of  works  being 
erected  to  oppofe  them.     Six  days  were  fpent  here  to 
little  purpofe,  while   a  dozen   other  places  were  open, 
where  the  troops  might  have  landed  with  fcarce  any  or 
no  oppofition,    or  difficulty  attending  them.     On  the 
lad  of  thefe  days  the  fecond  divifion  of  foreign  merce- 
naries arrived  at  New  York.      The  fleet  confifted  of 
feventy-two  fail,  having  on  board  4000  Hefiians,   1000 
Waldeckers,  two   companies  of  chafleurs  or  riflemen, 
:oo  Engiifh  recruits,  and  2000  baggage  horfes.     The 
horfe-tranfports  were  heavy  failing  Dutchmen.     They 
left  St.  Helen's  the  28th  of  June,  were  obliged  to  put 
into  Plymouth  the  7th  of  July,  and  failed  from  thence 
the  19th. 

General  Lee  arrived  in  the  American  camp  two  days  *4« 
fc  gen.  Howe's  landing.  The  troops  were  mightily: 
■lated  with  his  prelence,  and  felt  themfelves  ftronger  by 
200  men  upon  the  occaflon ;  for  they  had  great  confi- 
dence in  his  abilities,  and  expected  much  from  him, 
I  >ecaufe  of  the  fucceis  which  had  attended  him  at  Charlef- 

n.  The  general  found  that  there  was  a  prevailing 
inclination  among  the  chief  officers  for  remaining  on  the 
■land.  He  ftrongly  urged  the  abfohite  neceflity  of  re- 
moving toward  Eaft  and  Weft  Chefter.  Gen.  Wafh- 
'  Vo1-  II.  Z      '  ington 
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1776.  ington  called  a  council  of  war.     Lee  afked  what  t 
oa-    meant  by  entertaining  a  thought  of  holding  their  pofl 
tion,  while  the  enemy  had  the  command  of  the  water  on 
each  fide  of  them,  and  were  fo  ftrong  both  in  their  fror.: 
and  rear ;  and  when  there  was  a  bridge  before  then; 
over  which  they  mud  pafs  to  efcape  being  wholly  en- 
doled.     He  ibon  convinced  them,  how  much  they  I 
been  miflaken.     All  agreed  that  the  bulk  of  the  arrr.v 
ihould  quit  the  ifland.     He  was  alfo  for  withdraw 
the  garrifon  from  Fort  Wafhington.     Gen.  Greene 
otherwife  minded,    and  argued,  that  the  pofiefling 
that  pofl  would  divert  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  and 
keep  them  from  joining  the  troops  under  gen.  Hove. 
The  latter  had  left  earl  Percy,  with  two  brigades  of  Britilh 
troops,  and  one  of  Hefllan,  about  5000  men,  in  1 
near  Haerlem,  to  cover  New  York  from  the  infolfi 
the  ^arrifon.     Greene  further  urged  the  advantage  i 
would  be  of  in  covering,  with  Fort  Lee,  the  tranii 
tation  of  provifion  and  other  articles  up  the  North  Rive: 
for  the  fervice  of  the  American  troops.     He  dated 
that  the  garrifon  could  be  brought  off  at  any  time 
boats  from  the  Jerfey  fide  of  the  river.     It  was  conclude 
that  the  poffeffion  of  Fort  Wafhington,  and  the 
annexed  to  it,  mould  be  continued;    and  more 
2000  men  were  afligned  to  this  fervice. 

General  Howe,  on  the  other  hand,  while  at  Frog: 
Neck,  received  provifions,  (tores,  and  a  reinforcement; 
18,  then  reimbarked  feveral  corps,  pafled  round  Frc 
Neck,  landed  at  the  mouth  of  Hutchinfon's  river,  ■■ 
fecured  a  paffage  for  the  main  body ;  which  croffcd  - 
the  fame  place,  advanced  immediately,  and  lay  &: 
nio-ht  upon  their  arms  with  their  right  near  Rochelle. 
0       *  '  0;i 
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On  their  march  to  this  ground,  they  were  annoyed  by  J77^« 
a  regiment  or  two  of  Americans,  and  one  of  the  rifle 
battalions,  whom  gen.  Lee  ported  behind  a  wall  and  fe- 
creted  for  that  purpofe.  Their  advanced  party  was  re- 
pulfed  twice  j  and  die  Americans  did  not  leave  the  wall, 
till  the  enemy  advanced  a  third  time,  in  folid  columns, 
when  they  gave  them  feveral  fires,  and  then  retreated 
by  gen.  Lee's  order.  The  Britifh  are  thought  to  have 
loft  a  confiderable  number.  The  Americans  had  a  few 
killed  and  about  60  wounded.  On  the  21ft  the  right 
and  centre  of  the  army  moved  two  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  Rochelle,  on  the  road  to  the  White  Plains. 
Lieut,  col.  Rogers,  with  his  corps  of  rangers,  was  de- 
tached to  pofTefs  Marrineck,  where  the  careleflhefs  of 
his  fentries  expofed  him  to  a  furprife,  by  which  he  fuf- 
fered.  Gen  Howe  was  joined  by  gen.  Knyphaufen,  "22* 
with  the  fecond  divifion  of  HefTians,  and  the  regiment 
of  Waldeckers. 

General  Washington,  while  moving  the  army  from 
York  I  (land  into  the  country,  was  careful  to  march  and 
form  the  troops,  fo  as  to  make  a  front  toward  the  ene- 
my, from  Eaft  Chefter  almoft  to  White  Plains,  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  highway,  thereby  to  fecure  the  march 
of  thofe  who  were  behind  on  their  right,  and  to  defend 
the  removal  of  the  fick,  the  cannon,  fcores,  &c.  Thus 
they  made  a  line  of  fmall,  detached,  and  intrenched 
camps,  occupying  every  height  and  ftrong  ground,  from 
Valentine's-hill,  about  a  mile  from  Kingfbridge  on  the 
right,  to  near  the  White  Plains  on  the  left.  But  the 
movement  was  attended  with  much  difficulty,  for  want 
°^  waggons  and  artillery  horfes.  The  baggage  and  $rM 
t.llery  were  carried  or  drawn  off  by  hand.      When  a 

Z  2  part 
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n 776, part  was  forwarded,  the  other  was  fetched  on.  This 
was  the  general  way  of  removing  the  camp  equipage 
and  other  appendages  of  the  army.  The  few  teams 
which  were  at  hand,  were  no  wife  equal  to  the  fervice  j 
and  their  deficiency  could  be  made  up  only  by  the  bo- 
dily labor  of  the  men. 

Oa.       The  royal  army  moves  in  two  columns,  and  takes  a 

*$•  pofition  with  the  Brunx  in  front ;  upon  which  the  Ame- 
ricans quit  their  detached  camps,  and  leaving  a  corps  near 
Kingfbridge,  afTemble  their  main  force  at  White  Plains, 
behind  intrenchments  thrown  up  by  the  advanced  corps. 
Every  thing  being  prepared  for  bringing  on  an  a&ion, 

28.  gen.  Howe  marches  the  troops  early  in  the  morning  in 
two  columns  toward  the  White  Plains,  the  left  being 
commanded  by  gen.  Heifter.  All  gen.  Wafhington's 
advanced  parties  being  drove  back  to  their  works  before 
noon,  the  army  forms  with  the  right  upon  the  road  toMar- 
rineck,  about  a  mile  diftant  from  the  American  centre, 
and  the  left  to  the  Brunx,  about  the  fame  diftance  from 
the  right  flank  of  their  intrenchments.  Gen.  McDougall, 
with  about  1600  men,  poflfefTes  an  advantageous  hill 
feparated  from  the  right  flank  of  the  intrenchments 
by  the  Brunx,  which  by  its  windings  covers  the  gene- 
ral's troops  from  the  left  of  the  royal  forces.  Gen. 
Leflie,  with  the  fecond  brigade  of  Britifh  troops,  the 
Heffian  grenadiers  under  col.  Donop,  and  a  battalion 
of  the  Heflian  corps,  are  ordered  to  diflodge  him.  Pre 
vious  to  their  attack,  col.  Rail,  commanding  a  brig! 
of  the  Herlians  on  the  left,  paries  the  Brunx,  and  gams 
a  poll  which  enables  him  to  annoy  the  flank  of  M'Dou- 
jgall's  corps,  while  engaged  with  the'  other  forces  m 
front*     Four  regiments  of  militia,  upon  the  approach 

of 
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of  about  250  light  horfe,  run  away,  and  leave  the  ge-  *77^ 
neral  with  600  men ;  who  defend  the  hill  for  about  an 
hour,  againft  the  whole  fire  of  twelve  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, and  of  the  mufketry  and  cavalry,  with  the  lofs  of 
forty-feven  men  killed  and   feventy  wounded  *.     The 
gaining  of  this  pod  takes  up  fome  considerable  time, 
which  is  prolonged  by  the  Americans  fupporting  a  broken 
and  fcattered  engagement  in  defence  of  the  adjoining 
walls  and  enclofures.     In  the  evening,  the  Hefiian  gre- 
nadiers are  ordered  forward  within  cannon  mot  of  the 
intrench  ments,  the  fecond  brigade  of  the  Britifh  forms 
in  their  rear,  and  the  two  Heman  brigades  in  the  left  of 
the  fecond.     The  right  and  centre  do  not  quit  the  ground 
on  which  they  have  formed.     In  this  pofition  the  whole 
royal  army  lie  upon  their  arms  during  the  night,  ex- 
pecting to  attack  the  enemy's  camp  the  next  day.     The 
next  day  they  advance  to  a  hill,  on  which  col.  Glover   29, 
commands,  and  where  he  has  one  brafs  twenty-four,  a 
fix,  and  a  three  pounder,  and  three  iron  twelve  pounders. 
They  form  a  line  as  far  as  he  can  fee  from  right  to  lefty 
and  appear  to  be  about  1 2,000,     They  approach  in  four 
columns,  the  cavalry  and  artillery  in  front,  and  continue 
doing  it  till  within  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
hill,  then  file  off  to  the  left  to  take  poft  on  a  hill  to  the 
colonel's  right,  which  overlooks  that  he  is  polled  on. 
They  have  to  pafs  a  valley.     He  referves  his  fire  till 
they  get  into  it,  in  order  to  afcend  the  hill ;  he  begins 
with  the  three  pounder,   next  the  fix,  referving  the  brafs 
twenty-four  pounder  till  the  laft.     They  are  put  into 
great  confufion ;  however,  they  afcend  the  hill  with  the 

i  Colonel  Glover'*  letter,  dated  North  Caflle,  Nov.  14,  1776. 

Z  3  light 
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1  Tl6-  light  horfe,  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  a  three  pounder, 
fire  it  four  times,  and  retreat. 

General    Howe,    obferving  that    gen.  Wafhington's 
lines  were  much  ftrengthened  by  additional  works,  de- 
ferred all  further  attack  till  the  arrival  of  more  troops 
from  thofe  which  had  been  left  with  lord  Percy,  to  wj 
the  garrifon  of  Fort  Wafnington.      He  had  declined 
bringing  on  a  general  action,  the  preceding  day,  upon 
obferving     that    Wafhington     had    formed   a   fecond 
line  * ;  but  the  American  discipline  was  fo  defective, 
that  had  the  former  attacked,  the  fuperior  difcipline  of 
his  troops  would  mofl  probably  have  obliged  the  firft 
line  to  have  given  way,  which  by  falling  back  upon  the 
fecond,  might  have  occafioned  a  total  defeat.    A  ge- 
neral engagement  was  expected  by  the  Americans;  and 
the  foldiers  were  very  defirous  of  coming  to  blows  v. 
the  enemy,  and  wilhed  much  to  engage.     During  the 
engagement  with  gen.  Leflie's  corps,  the  American  bag- 
gage was  moving  off  in  full  fight  of  the  enemy.    The 
then  poiltion  of  the  continental  army,    gen.  Lee  con- 
demned as  the  moil  execrable.     He  was  of  opinion,  that 
had  the  enemy  attacked  the  centre,  and  brought  c 
general  engagement,  the  Americans  muft  have  met  v 
a  total  defeat,  or  have  loft  all  their  baggage,  though 
they  had  now  organized  themfelves,  and  had  procr 
ox-teams  and  further  conveniences.    On  the  other  h 
gen.  Wafhington  did  not  reinforce  and  fupport  the  rig'* 
wing,  for  he  meant  that  the  enemy  fhould  attack  tw 

*  Colonel  Henley  told  me  in  the  evening:  of  Feb.  26,  1784*  l 
%tn.  Lee,  when  a  prifoner,  afked  gen.  Howe,  why  he  did  not  I 
on  a  general  engagement,  and  received  for  aafv/er  the  reafon  aw 
mentioned, 

cen 
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centre.     The  lofs  of  the  corps  under  gen.  Leflie  mufti 7^ 
have  fuffered  very  confiderably,  for  from  an  authentic 
return  of  his  own  brigade,  fince  found  on  the  ground, 
it  appeal's  that  the  killed  of  it  were  a  lieutenant  colonel,  2 
captains,  a  lieutenant,  an  enfign,  a  fergeant,  and  22  privates  j 
and  that  the  wounded  were  2  captains,  3  lieutenants,  1 2  fer- 
geants,  and  109  privates*.  The  Britifh  made  only  30  pri- 
vates, and  4  officers  and  ftaff,  prifoners  at  White  Plains  ■]-. 
But  the  Americans  conjectured  at  firft,  that  they  had  fuffer- 
ed a  much  greater  lofs,  not  lefs  than  400  in  killed,  wounded 
and  miffing.     They  were  foon  convinced  of  their  mis- 
take.   A  number  of  the  militia  who  ran  off  at  the  fio-ht 
of  the  light  horfe  in  the  beginning,  and  were  miflino- 
for  a  while,    were  found  afterward.      The  killed  and 
wounded  however,  were  probably  more  than  given  above, 
owing  to  the  fcattered  engagements,  diftinct  from  that 
upon  the  hill.    In  the  feveral  fkirmifhes  which  have  hap- 
pened fince  the  junction  of  Knyphaufen,  the  Americans 
have  taken  a  number  of  prifoners,  Heffians,  Waldeckers 
and  a  few  Britifh.     The  Germans  were  much  afraid  of 
being  murdered  as  foon  as  they  were  caught,  and  were 
very  agreeably  difappointed  on  meeting  with  civility  and 
kindnefs. 

General  Howe,  having  been  joined  by  the  troops 
from  lord  Percy,  made  difpofitions  for  attacking  the 
American  lines  early  on  the  laft  of  October ;  but  an  ex- 
treme wet  night  and  morning  prevented  the  execution 
at  the  time  appointed,  and  it  was  not  attempted  after- 
ward though  the  day  proved  fair.  Gen.  Wafhington 
gained  intelligence  of  his  danger,  by  a  deferter ;  drew 
off  moil  of  his  troops  at  night ;  totally  evacuated  his  Nor. 
camp  early  in  the  morning  of  November  the  firft ;  and  *• 
*  Colonel  Glover's  letter.  +  Board  of  war, 

Z  4  took 
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*776'took  higher  ground  toward  the  North  Caftle  diftrift 
leaving  a  ftrong  rear  guard,  on  the  heights  and  in  the 
woods  of  White  Plains.  An  order  was  given  by  the 
Britifh  commander  to  attack  this  corps ;  but  the  exe- 
cution of  it  was  prevented  by  a  violent  rain.  Col/Atif. 
tin  of  the  Maffachufetts,  who  commanded  the  guards 
and  fentries,  being  heated  with  liquor,  burnt  the  town 
on  White  Plains,  unnecefTariiy  and  without  any  orders. 
The  Britifh  general,  perceiving  that  Wafhington 
meant  to  avoid  an  engagement,  and  that  the  nature  of 
the  country  would  not  admit  of  his  being  forced,  n\ 
2<rov#  a  fudden  and  unexpected  removal  from  the  feveral  pods 
5*  he  had  taken  in  the  front  of  the  Americans,  and  ad- 
vanced toward  Kingfbridge  and  the  North  River.  Gen. 
Knyphaufen  had  been  fent  off  before,  and  encamped  on 
the  2d  near  the  bridge  on  New  York  I  Hand,  the  Ame- 
ricans who  were  in  the  neighbouring  heights  having  quit- 
ted the  fame,  and  retired  to  Fort  Wafhington. 

An  acceptable  break  here  offers  for  amufmg  you  with 
an  anecdote  or  two.  Gen.  Lee,  while  at  White  Plains, 
lodged  in  a  fifiall  houfe  clofe  in  with  the  road,  by  which 
gen.  Wafhington  had  to  pafs  when  out  on  reconnoitring. 
Returning  with  his  officers  they  called  in  and  took  a 
dinner.  They  were  no  foon'er  gone,  than  Lee  told  his 
aids,  <c  You  muft  look  me  out  another  place,  for  I  (hall 
have  Wafhington  and  all  his  puppies  continually  calling 
upon  me,  and  they  will  eat  me  up."  The  next  day 
Lee  feeing  Wafhington  out  upon  the  like  bufinefs,  and 
fuppofing  that  he  fhould  have  another  vilit,  ordered  his 
fervant  to  write  with  chalk  upon  the  door — No 
drejfed  here  to-day.       When  the  company  approached 

and  faw  the  writing,  they  pufhed  off  with  much  good 

humor 
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humor  for  their  own  table,  without  refenting  the  habi-  J77& 
tual  oddity  of  the  man. 

It  happened,  that  a  garden  of  a  widow  woman,  which 
lav  between  the  two  camps,  was  robbed  at  night.  Her 
fon,  a  mere  boy  and  little  of  his  age,  afked  leave  for 
finding  out  and  fecuring  the  pilferer,  in  cafe  he  mould 
return  ;  which  being  granted,  he  concealed  himfelf  with 
a  cun  among  the  weeds.  A  Britifh  grenadier,  a  {trap- 
ping highlander,  came  and  filled  his  large  bag;  when 
he  had  it  on  his  moulder,  the  boy  left  his  covert,  came 
foftly  behind  him,  cocked  his  gun,  and  called  out  to 
the  fellow,  "  You  are  my  prifoner ;  if  you  attempt  to 
throw  your  bag  down  I  will  fhoot  you  dead :  go  forward 
in  that  road."  The  boy  kept  clofe  to  him,  threatened, 
and  was  alway  prepared  to  execute  his  threatening. 
Thus  the  boy  drove  him  into  the  American  camp, 
where  he  was  fecured.  When  the  grenadier  was  at  li- 
berty to  throw  down  his  bag,  and  faw  who  had  made 
him  prifoner,  he  was  moil  horridly  mortified,  and  ex- 
claimed— "  A  Britifh  grenadier  made  prifoner  by  fnch 
a  d d  brat — by  fuch  a  d d  brat."  The  Ame- 
rican officers  were  highly  entertained  with  the  adven- 
ture ;  made  a  collection  for  the  boy,  and  gave  him  fome 
pounds.  He  returned  fully  fatisfied  with  the  lolTes  his 
mother  had  fuftained.  The  foldier  had  fide  arms,  but 
they  were  of  no  nfe,  as  he  could  not  get  rid  of  his 
bag  *. 

General  Wafhington  wrote  to  gen.  Greene  at  Fort     $. 
Lee,  "  Sir,  the  late  paffage  of  the  three  veflels  up  the 

*  Mr.  Vanbrueh  Livino-fton  of  New  York  told  me,  he  had  this 
from  major  Rofs  of  Lancaiter  in  Pcnnfylvsuiia,  who  faw  the  foldier 
brought  in. 

North 
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*  77^  North  River  (which  we  have  juft  received  advice  of) 
is  fo  plain  a  proof  of  the  inefticacy  of  all  the  obftruc- 
tions  we  have  thrown  into  it,  that  I  cannot  but  think 
it  will  fully  juftify  a  change  in  the  difpofition  which  has 
been  made.     If  we  cannot  prevent  veffels  palTing  up, 
and  the  enemy  are  pofferTed  of  the  furrounding  country, 
what  valuable  purpofe  can  it  anfwer,  to  attempt  to  hold 
a  poft  from  which  the  expected  benefit  cannot  be  had  ? 
I  am  therefore  inclined  to  think  it  will  not  be  prudent 
to  hazard  the  men  and  {lores  at  Mount  Wafhington ; 
but  as  you  are  on  the  fpot,  leave  it  to  you  to  give  fuch 
orders  as  to  evacuating  Mount  Wafhington,  as  you  judge 
befl,  and  fo  far  revoking  the  order  given  to  col.  Magaw 
to  defend  it  to  the  laft.     The  bed  accounts  from  the 
enemy  allure  us  of  a  confiderable  movement  among 
their  boats  the  laft  evening ;  and  fo  far  as  can  be  col- 
lected from  the  various  fources  of  intelligence,  they  muft 
defign  a  penetration  into  Jerfey,  and  fall  down  upon 
your  poft.     You  will  therefore  immediately  have  all  the 
(lores,  &c.  removed,  (from  your  poft)  which  you  do  not 
deem  neceilary  for  your  defence ;    and  as  the  enemy 
have  drawn  great  relief,  from  the  forage  and  provifion 
they  have  found  in  the  country,  and  which  our  tender- 
nefs  fpared,  you  will  do  well  to  prevent  their  receiving 
any  freili  fupplies  there,  by  deftroying  it,  if  the  inha- 
bitants will  not  drive  off  their  flock,  and  remove  the 
hay,  grain,  &c.  in  time.     Experience  has  fhown,  that  a 
contrary  conduct  is  not   of  the  lead  advantage  to  the 
poor  inhabitants,  from  whom  all  their  effects  of  every 
kind  are  taken  without  diftinction,  and  without  the  leaft 

fatisfaction.     Troops  are  filing  off  from  hence  as  fall  as 

our 
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our  circumftances  and  fituation  will  admit,  in  order  to  J77&* 
be  tranfported  over  the  river  with  all  expedition." 

The  next  day,  gen.  Greene  anfwered.  "  Sir, — Upon 
the  whole  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  garrilbn  (at  Fort 
Walhington)  is  of  advantage ;  and  I  cannot  conceive 
'it  to  be  in  any  great  danger ;  the  men  can  be  brought 
off  at  any  time  -,  but  the  flores  may  not  be  fo  eafiiy  re- 
moved ;  yet  I  think  they  can  be  got  off  in  fpite  of  the 
enemy,  if  matters  grow  defperate.  This  poll  is  of  no 
importance  only  in  conj unction  with  Mount  Walhing- 
ton. I  was  over  there  the  laft  evening,  and  the  enemy 
feem  to  be  difpofing  matters  to  befiege  the  place  5  but 
col.  Magaw  thinks  it  will  take  them  till  December  ex- 
pires before  they  can  carry  it.  If  the  enemy  do  not  find 
it  an  object  of  importance,  they  will  not  trouble  them- 
felves  about  it :  if  they  do,  it  is  a  full  proof  they  feel 
an  injury  from  our  pofTe fling  it.  Our  giving  it  up  will 
open  a  free  communication  with  the  country  by  the  way 
of  Kingfbridge  5  that  mutt  be  a  great  advantage  to  them 
and  injury  to  us." 

Within  a  few  days,  gen.  Walhington  croffed  the  North  Nor. 
River  with  part  of  his  army,  and  ftationed  himfelf  in  the   12a 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  Lee.     The  troops  left  at  North 
Caftle  under  gen.  Lee,  were  7500  flrong,  including  the    14. 
3000  militia  of  gen.  Lincoln's  divifion  (whofe  time  offer- 
vice  ended  on  the  17th)  and  1700  of  gen.  Fellows's  bri- 
gade (whofe  fervice  ended  on  the  ill  of  Dec.)  As  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  army  was  approaching  apace  with  the  end 
of  the  year,  gen.  Washington  applied  to  the  MafTachu- 
fetts  for  4C00  new  militia.     Gen.  Lee  addrefTed  the  old   16. 
under  Lincoln,  and  conjured  the  officers   and  foldiers, 
as  they  regarded  the  facred  caufe  in  which  they  were 

engaged, 
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J776' engaged,  to  continue  in  their  prefent  pofts  a  few  days 
longer,    till  Thurfday   at  the    moil,    alluring  them  it 
was  of  the  lafb  importance.     But  they  were  not  to  be 
prevailed  upon,  though  their  own  commander  urged  a 
compliance  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.      All  except 
gen.  Lincoln,  and  about  150  privates,  went  off  the  next 
day.     Mean  while  the  royal  army  approached  Fort  Wajh- 
ingtotty  and  on  the  15th  gen.  Howe  fummoned  the  com- 
manding officer  to  furrender,  who  anfwered,    that  he 
would  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  extremity.     Gen.  Wafli- 
ington  receiving  an  account  of  the  fummons  at  Hack- 
infack,  immediately  repaired  to  Fort  Lee,  and  had  partly 
crofTed  the  North  River,  when  he  met  gens.  Putnam 
and  Greene,  who  were  juft  returning  from  thence,  and 
informed  him,  that  the  troops  were  in  high  fpirits,  and 
would  make  a  good  defence  •>  it  being  late  at  night,  he 
returned.     Now  was  the  moment  for  withdrawing  the 
garriion,  and  one  would   think,  that  as  the   attack  was 
fixed  for  the  next  day,  gen.  Howe  defigned  by  the  fum- 
mons, that  it  mould  be  taken  off  the  approaching  night, 
and  wifhed  by  that  mean  to  lave  the  men  that  he  would 
otherwife  lofe.     But  defence  had  been  concluded  upon. 
N  The  royal  army  therefore  make  four  attacks  upon  the 

1 6.  fort  the  next  morning.  While  they  are  advancing,  gens, 
Wamington,  Putnam  and  Greene,  and  col.  Knox,  with 
their  aids,  having  crofTed  the  river,  are  making  up  to 
it.  Some  one  or  other  perceiving  the  danger  of  their 
being  foon  fhut  in,  urges  their  returning  inftantly.  1  he 
commander  in  chief  is  hardly  perfuaded,  and  complies 
with  reluctance ;  but  the  company  infill  upon  it,  and 
prevail.  The  firft  attack,  on  the  north  fide,  is  con- 
dueled  by  gen.  Knyphauien,  at  the  head  of  two  columns 

of 
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of  Heflians  and  Waldeckers.  The  fecond,  on  the  eaft  1776* 
fide,  is  led  on  by  gen.  Matthew,  at  the  head  of  the  firft 
and  fecond  battalions  of  light  infantry,  and  two  battali- 
ons of  guards,  fupported  by  lord  Cornwallis  with  a  body 
of  grenadiers  and  the  thirty-third  regiment.  Thefe 
forces  advance  by  the  Eaft  river,  and  land  out  of  flat 
boats  by  Haerlem  creek  upon  the  enemy's  right.  The 
third  attack,  intended  chiefly  as  a  feint,  is  conducted  by 
lieut.  col.  Sterling  with  the  forty-fecond  regiment.  The 
laft  attack  is  made  by  lord  Percy  with  the  corps  he 
commands  on  the  fouth  of  the  ifland.  All  the  attacks 
are  fupported  with  a  numerous,  powerful,  and  well-ferved 
artillery. 

The  Heflians  under  gen.  Knyphaufen,  have  a  thick 
wood  to  pafs,  where  col.  Rawlings's  regiment  of  rifle- 
men are  pofted :  a  warm  engagement  commences,  and 
is  continued  for  a  considerable  time,  in  which  the  former 
are  much  expofed,  and  lofe  in  killed  and  wounded  near 
upon  800  men  by  that  fingle  regiment.  Mean  while  the 
light  infantry  land  -y  and  are  expofed,  as  before  land- 
ing, to  a  very  brills:  and  continual  fire  from  the  enemy, 
who  are  covered  by  the  rocks  and  trees  among  which 
they  are  pofted.  The  former  however,  extricate  them- 
felves  by  clambering  up  a  very  fteep  and  rough  moun- 
tain, when  they  foon  difperfe  the  enemy,  and  make  way 
for  the  landing  of  the  reft  of  the  troops  without  oppo- 
lition.  Lord  Percy  having  carried  an  advanced  work 
on  his  fide,  col.  Sterling  is  ordered  to  attempt  a  land- 
ing with  the  forty-fecond  regiment,  upon  the  left  of  the 
enemy's  lines  toward  New  York ;  and  two  battalions  of 
the  fecond  brigade  are  directed  to  fupport  him.  He 
advances  his  boats  through  a  heavy  tire  5  and  forcing 

his 
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* 776.  his  way  up  a  fteep  height,  gains  the  fummit  and  takes 
170  prifoners,  and  then  penetrates  acrofs  the  ifland. 
The  detachment  from  the  flying  camp  of  the  Americans, 
having  given  way  and  quitted  their  (tation,  without 
making  a  firm  {land,  col.  Magaw  leaves  the  lines,  and 
throws  himfelf  into  the  fort,  led  the  royal  army  fhould 
get  pofTeffion  of  it  before  him.  Col.  Rally  who  leads 
the  right  column  of  gen.  Knyphaufen's  attack,  havin^ 
forced  the  enemy  in  the  mean  time,  pufhes  forward  to 
their  advanced  works,  and  lodges  his  column  within  a 
hundred  yards  of  the  fort.  This  done,  he  fummons 
them  to  furrender:  and  upon  gen.  Knyphaufen's  appear- 
ing, it  is  agreed,  that  the  troops  be  confidered  as  pri- 
foners  of  war,  and  that  the  officers  mail  keep  their 
baggage  and  fide  arms. 

The  number  of  prifoners,  including  officers,  amounted 
to  2700,  befide  thofe  taken  by  the  forty-fecond  regi- 
ment. Gen.  Greene  wifhed  to  have  been  intruded  with 
the  defence  of  the  fort  on  the  day  of  attack,  as  did  feme 
other  generals.  He  blames  col.  Magaw  for  fuffering  the 
troops  to  crowd  into  the  fort,  upon  their  quitting  the 
lines,  inftead  of  ordering  them  to  the  brow  of  the  hill 
facing  the  north,  where  the  Heflians  attacked ;  and  is 
of  opinion,  that  if  they  had  been  placed  there,  the  roy:l 
army  might  have  been  kept  off  till  night,  when  the 
troops  might  have  been  removed.  But  the  capital 
miftake  was,  their  not  having  been  removed  the  pre- 
ceding night. 

While  the  attack  was  carrying  on,  a  capt.  Gooch 
boldly  ventured  to  crofs  over  from  Fort  Lee  with  a  letter 
from  gen.  Wafhington  to  col.  Magaw,  acquainting  him, 

that  if  he  could  hold  out  till  night,  the  garrifon  fhould 

be 
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be  taken  off.  He  delivered  the  letter,  pufhed  through  l11^9 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  preferring  that  danger  to  being 
made  a  prifoner,  and  efcaped  unhurt.  Gen.  Wafhing- 
ton  could  view  feveral  parts  of  the  attack ;  and  when  he 
faw  his  men  bayonnetted,  and  in  that  way  killed  while 
begging  quarter,  he  cried  with  the  tendernefs  of  a  child, 
and  exclaimed  at  the  barbarity  that  was  praciifed.  His 
heart  has  not  been  yet  fteeled  by  plunging  into  acts  of 
cruelty.  When  gen.  Lee  read  the  letter  fent  by  exprefs, 
giving  an  account  of  Fort  Wafhineton's  being;  taken, 
refentment  and  vexation  led  him,  unfeeling  as  he  was  in 
common,  to  weep  plentifully.  He  wrote  on  the  19th 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  cc  Oh  !  general,  why  would 
you  be  over-perfuaded  by  men  of  inferior  judgment  to 
your  own  ?  It  v/as  a  curfed  affair/'  He  had  exclaimed 
before,  upon  hearing  that  the  defence  of  it  was  to  be 
rifked,  "  Then  we  are  undone." 

From  the  moment  it  was  apparent,  that  the  Britilh 
fhips  could  fafely  pafs  up  and  down  the  North  river,  in 
defiance  of  all  the  obftructions  thrown  in  the  channel, 
and  of  the  forts  Wafhington  and  Lee,  the  American 
commander  concluded  that  thefe  were  no  longer  eligi- 
ble, and  that  Fort  Wafhington  ought  to  be  evacuated 
while  it  could  be  done ;  which  occafioned  his  letter  of 
the  8th.  When  he  came  to  Fort  Lee,  foon  after  eroding 
the  North  river,  he  found  no  meafures  had  been  taken 
toward  Rich  evacuation,  in  confequence  of  that  letter. 
Gen.  Greene,  of  whofe  judgment  he  entertained  a  good 
opinion,  decidedly  oppofed  it;  other  opinions  coincided 
with  Greene's ;  it  was  thought  politic  to  wade  the  cam- 
paign without  coming  to  a  general  action  on  the  one 
hand,  and  without  fuffering  the  enemy  to  overrun  the 

2  country 
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i77&  country  on  the  other ;  every  impediment,  which  ftood 
in  their  way,  was  judged  a  mean  to  anfwer  thefe  pur. 
poles,  and  when  thrown  into  the  fcale  with  thofe  opinions 
which  were  oppofed  to  evacuation,  caufed  that  warfare 
in  the  mind  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  hefita- 
tion,  which  have  ended  in  the  lofs  of  the  garrifon.  The 
advifability  of  attempting  to  hold  the  poft  being  repu». 
nant  to  his  own  judgment,  the  event  which  has  hap- 
pened  fills  him  with  the  greater  regret.  But  he  will  ex- 
hibit  an  initance  of  generality  and  magnanimity,  by 
fubmitting  filently  to  ail  the  cenfure  that  may  be  call 
upon  him,  fooner  than  injure  the  characters  of  thofe 
whole  advice  has  enfnared  him. 

It  is  imagined  on  good  grounds,  that  the  royal  army 
loft  in  the  attack  full  1 200  men,  in  killed  and  wounded. 
The  next  object  that  engaged  their  attention  was  Fort 
Lee,  fituated  upon  a  neck  of  land  about  ten  miles  long, 
running  up  the  North  river  on  the  one  fide,  and  on  the 
other  bounded  by  the  Hackinfack,  and  the  Engliih 
neighbourhood  a  branch  of  it,  neither  of  which  are  ford- 
able  near  the  fort.  The  neck  joins  the  main  landalmoft 
oppofite  to  die  communication  between  the  North  and 

Nov.  Eaft  rivers  at  Kingfbridge.  On  the  1 8th,  in  the  morn- 
ing, lord  CornwalliS)  by  means  of  boats  which  entered 
the  North  river  through  this  communication,  landed  near 
Clofler,  only  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Engliih  neigh- 
bourhood. His  force  confided  of  the  firft  and  fecc 
battalions  of  light  infantry,  two  companies  of  Charleurs, 
two  battalions  of  Britifh,  and  two  ditto  of  Heflian  gre- 
nadiers, two  battalions  of  guards,  and  the  thirty-third  and 
forty-fecond  regiments.  The  account  of  this  move- 
ment was  brought  to  gen.  Greene  while  in  bed.  With- 
out 
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out  waiting  for  gen.  W aldington's  orders,  he  directed  x77^» 
the  troops  to  march  immediately,  and  fecure  their  re- 
treat by  poffefiing  themfelves  of  the  Englifh  neighbour- 
hood; he  fent  off  at  the  fame  time,  information  to  gen, 
Wajlo'mgton  at  Hackinfack  town.  Having  gained  the 
ground  and  drawn  up  the  troops  in  face  of  the  enemy, 
he  left  them  under  the  command  of  gen.  Washington  ; 
and  returned  to  pick  up  the  ftragglers  and  others,  whom 
to  the  amount  of  about  300,  he  conveyed  over  the 
Hackinfack  to  a  place  of  fafety.  By  this  decided  move- 
ment of  gen.  Greene's,  3000  Americans  efcaped ;  the 
capture  of  whom,  at  this  period,  mull  have  proved 
ruinous.  Lord  Cornwallis's  intent  v/as  evidently  to  form 
a  line  acrofs  from  the  place  of  landing  to  Hackinfack 
bridge,  and  thereby  to  hem  in  the  whole  garrifon  be- 
tween the  North  and  Hackinfack  rivers :  but  gen.  Greene 
was  too  alert  for  him.  His  lordfhip  had  but  a  mile 
:nd  a  half  to  march,  whereas  it  was  four  miles  from  Fort 
Lee  to  the  road,  approaching  the  head  of  the  Englifh 
neighbourhood,  where  the  other  amufed  his  lordihip, 
till  gen.  Wafhington  arrived,  and  by  a  well-concerted 
retreat,  fecured  the  bridge  over  the  Hackinfack.  But 
though  the  men  were  faved,  fome  hundred  barrels  of 
;0ur,  mod  of  the  cannon,  and  a  confiderable  part  of 
their  tents  and  baggage,  were  taken  ;  befide  the  trifling 
number  of  ninety-nine  privates,  and  fix  officers  and  fcaff. 

General  Wafhington  retreated  to  Ne-zvark,  where  his 
•riole  force  confided  of  no  more  than  3500  men.  He 
confidered  the  caufe  as  in  the  greater!:  danger  j  and  faid 
to  col.  Reed,  cc  Should  we  retreat  to  the  back  parts  of 
Pennfylvania,  will  the  Pennfylvanians  fupport  us  ?"  The 
colonel  anfwered,  tc  If  the  lower  counties  are  fubdued, 
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i776.  and  give  up,  the  back  counties  will  do  the  fame."  The 
general  paffed  his  hand  over  his  throat,  and  faid,  "  My 
neck  does  not  feel  as  though  it  was  made  for  a  halter. 
We  mutt  retire  to  Augufta  county  in  Virginia.  Num- 
bers will  be  obliged  to  repair  to  us  for  fafety ;  and  we 
mufltry  what  we  can  do  in  carrying  on  a  predatory  war: 
and  if  overpowered,  we  muft  crofs  the  Alleghaney 
mountains."  The  general,  after  tarrying  near  a  week 
without  being  molefted,  obtained  information  of  lord 
Cornwallis's  being  in  purfuit  of  him ;  he  therefore  marched 

Nov.  for  Brunfwick,  leaving  Newark  the  very  morning  tha: 
2$t   his  lordfhip  entered  it.     As  his  lordfhip's  van  advanced 
to  Brunjivick,  by  a  forced  march  on  the  firft  of  Decem- 
ber,   gen.  Wafoington  retreated  to  Princeton,  having 
firft  delayed  its  pafTing  the  Rariton  by  breaking  down 
a  part  of  Brunfwick  bridge,  and  fo  fecured  his  troops 
from  being  haraffed.     Lord  Cornwallis,  having  ore: 
not  to  advance  beyond  Brunfwick,  difcontinued  his  pur- 
fuit :  but  fent  an  exprefs  to  gen.  Howe  at  New  York, 
acquainting  him,  that  by  continuing  it  brifkly  he  could 
entirely  difperfe  the  army  under  gen.  Wafhingtcn,  and 
feize  his  heavy  baggage  and  artillery,   before  he  could 
pafs  the  Delaware.     Gen.  Howe  returned  for  anft 
that  he  would  be  with  him  in  perfon  immediately*; 
but  did  not  join  him  till  the  fixth.     Gen.  Wafhing: 
hoped  to  have  made  a  Hand  at  Brunfwick,  but  wasdii- 
appointed  in  his  expectation  of  the  militia :  on  the  d 
he  quitted   it,   the  fervice  of  the  Jerfey  and  Maryland 
brigades  expired,  and  neither  of  them  would  flay  an  hoi:: 
longer ;  he  wrote  therefore  to  gen.  Lee,  "  haften  yo 
inarch  as  much  as  poffible,  or  your  arrival  may  be  tcx 
*   Lovalift's  letter,  Nov.  10,  1777. 

to 
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late."     On  the  7th,  lord  Cornwallis's  corps  marched  tOi77$, 
Princeton,  which  the  Americans  quitted  the  fame  day. 
The  next  day  the  corps  marched  in  two  divifions  -y  the  d^c. 
firft  advanced  to  Trenton,  and  reached  the  Delaware     8- 
juft  as  the  rear  guard  of  gen,  Washington's  army,  under 
col.  Henley,  gained  the  oppofite  more  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night. 

Lord  Cornwailis,  who  halted  with  the  rear  divifion 
within  fix  miles  of  Trenton,  intended  eroding  a  body 
very  early  the  next  morning,  near  two  miles  below  Cor- 
nel's ferry  ;  and  got  the  troops  in  readinefs,  and  the  ar- 
tillery prepared  to  cover  the  landing ;  for  at  that  place 
it  was  only  eight  and  twenty  rod  to  a  fpit  of  find  on 
the  Pennfylvania  fide,  on  which  a  fufficient  number  were 
to  have  landed,  and  then  to  have  marched  up  to  Cor- 
nel's ferry,  and  to  have  taken  the  boats  that  had  been 
collected  there  by  the  Americans,  and  left  under  a  guard 
of  only  about  ten  men  :  with  them  it  was  meant  to 
carry  over  the  main  body.  In  the  vicinity  of  this  place, 
a  large  funken  Durham  boat  (which  came  down  three 
days  before,  laden  with  flour,  and  which  could  carry 
100  men)  lay  concealed  under  a  bank.  This  had  been 
difcovered  and  taken  away  by  Mr.  Merfereau,  fo  that. 
the  Britifli  were  difappointed  in  their  expectation  of 
finding  it.  They  hailed  one  Thomfon,  a  quaker,  who 
lived  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Delaware,  and  inquired 
what  was  become  of  the  boat,  and  were  aniwered  it  was 
carried  off.  They  continued  reconnoitring  up  and  down 
the  river  till  ten  o'clock,  but  finding  no  boats,  returned 
to  Pennytown.  Men  had  been  employed  in  time  for 
taking  off  all  the  boats  from  the  Jerfey  fide  of  the  Dela- 
ware j  but  Mr,  Merfereau's  attention  would  not  admit 
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x77^-  of  his  confiding  wholly  in  their  care  and  prudence.  He 
therefore  went  up  the  river  to  examine  whether  all  the 
boats  were  really  carried  off  or  deftroyedj  upon  difco- 
vering  the  above  funken  one,,  which  had  efcaped  the 
obfervation  of  the  men,  and  inquiring  of  a  perfor. 
the  neighbourhood  concerning  her,  he  was  told  that  fhe 
was  an  old  one  and  good  for  nothing ;  but  not  relying 
upon  the  information,  he  found  her  to  be  new,  had  the 
water  baled  out,  and  lent  her  off*.  The  importance 
of  this  affair  to  the  Americans,  prevents  the  relatio: 
it  from  being  trifling.  Had  lord  Cornwallis  crofTed  into 
Pennfylvania  as  he  propofed,  the  confequence  would 
rrobablv  have  been  fetal  to  the  Americans.  Gen.  Walh- 
ington,  when  he  croffed,  had  about  2200  men:  but 
time  of  their  fervice  expiring,  they  left  him  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  the  fecond  day  after  eroding  he  had  bv: 
feventeen  hundred. 

The  militia  of  Jerfey  had  timely  notice  given  them: 
and  had  they  ftept  forth  in  feafon,  might  have  enabled 
gen.  Wafhington   to   have  prevented   lord   Con: 
croffing  the  Hackinfack  :  but  either  difaffection,  or  the 
want  of  exertion  in  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  coun- 
try (through  deprefiion  of  fpirit  at  the  threatening  ap- 
pearances that  exifted)  or  a  fatal  fupinenefs  and  infen- 
fibility  of  danger,  increafed  the  actual  evil,  and  made 
it  abfolutely  neceffary  for  gen.  Wafhington  to  quit  the 
Jerfeys,  and  feek  fecurity  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Deli- 
ware.     To  whatever  caufe  it  was  owing,  the  inhabit;: 
almoft  to  a  man  refufed  to  turn  out,  fo  that  he  cbi 
not  at  any  time  bring  more  of  them  together  than 

*  Mr.  Merfereau,  afterward   an  American  deputy  commit, 
rrifoners,  was  my  informer, 

men, 
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men,  and  even  on  thefe  very  little  dependence  was  to  be  1776. 
put.  The  proclamation  ifllied  the  30th  of  November 
by  lord  Howe  and  gen.  Howe,  as  the  king's  commif- 
fioners,  added  to  gen.  Washington's  difficulties.  In 
that,  they  commanded  all  perfons  aflembled  in  arms 
againfl  his  majeily's  government,  to  difband  and  return 
to  their  dwelling ;  and  all  general  or  provincial  con- 
crefTes,  &c.  to  defift  from  all  their  treafonable  actings, 
and  to  relinquish  all  their  ufurped  power.  They  de- 
dared  that  every  peribn,  who,  within  60  days,  mould 
appear  before  the  governor,  lieut.  governor,  or  com- 
mander in  chief  of  any  of  his  majeily's  colonies,  or  be- 
fore the  general  or  commanding  officer  of  his  majeily's 
forces,  &c.  and  claim  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation, 
and  teilify  his  obedience  to  the  laws  by  fubferibing  a 
certain  declaration,  fhould  obtain  a  full  and  free  pardon 
of  all  treafons,  &c.  by  him  committed,  and  of  all  for- 
feitures and  penalties  for  the  fame.  Numbers,  who  had 
been  provincial  congrefs-men,  committee-men,  juilices 
and  the  like,  though  out  of  the  way  of  immediate  dan- 
ger, ran  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  proclamation. 
Many  of  the  whigs  ihifted  about.  Only  a  few  of  fortune 
ftood  firm  to  the  caufe.  It  was  the  middle  rank  of 
people  in  general  that  remained  fledfaft  in  this  day  of 
trial.  The  fuccefs  of  the  royal  army  extended  its  in- 
fluence alfo  to  Pennfylvania.  Mr.  Galloway,  the  family 
of  the  Aliens,  with  fome  others,  repaired  to  the  com- 
mifiioners  to  claim  the  benefits  of  the  general  pardon. 

General  Lee,  with  more  than  3000  men,  though  re- 
peated exprefles  wTere  fent  to  him,  continued  in  the  rear 
of  the  royal  forces,  marching  fo  flowly  that  Wafhington 
could  not  account  for  it.     It  at  length  proved  fatal  to 
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*77&hi*  perfonal  liberty.  While  lie  lay  carelefsly  and  with- 
out  a  guard  at  Bajkingridge,  fome  way  diftant  from  the 
main  body,  he  was  made  prifoner.  The  circumftances 
of  his  fituaticn  were  communicated  to  col.  Har  court,  com- 
manding  the  light  horfe,  and  who  had  then  made  a  de- 
fultory  excurfion  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  detachment,  to 
obferve  the  motions  of  that  body.     The  colonel  con- 

Dec.  dueled  with  fuch  addrefs  and  activity,  as  to  captivate 
'  and  cany  off  the  general.  The  capture  was  confidered 
by  the  Britim  officers  as  a  matter  of  the  greateft  confe- 
quence.  Their  words  were,  "  We  have  taken  the 
American  palladium  5"  fuch  was  the  opinion  they  had 
of  the  general  deficiency  of  military  fkill  among  the 
Americans,  and  the  inexperience  of  their  officers.  The 
command  of  the  troops,  after  Lee's  capture,  fell  to  gen. 
Sullivan  -,  who  foon  after  crofled  the  Delaware,  and 
joined  gen.  Wafnington.  The  general  needed  this  re- 
inforcement,  notwithstanding  his  having  been  joined  by 
the  Philadelphia  militia.  He  had  fent  gen.  Mifflin  to 
Philadelphia,  while  retreating  before  lord  Cornwallis: 
and  on  the  27th  of  November,  there  was  a  large  and 
general  town  meeting,  when  the  intelligence  of  the 
probability  of  gen.  Howe's  invading  the  ftate  was 
communicated,  as  alfo  the  requeft  of  congrefs,  that  the 
militia  of  the  cities  and  counties  might  march  to  the 
jerfeys.  Gen.  Mifflin,  who  was  detained  by  congrefs 
for  the  purpofe,  enforced  it  by  a  fpirited,  animating,  and 
affectionate  addrefs  to  his  fellow  citizens ;  who  exprelfed 
their  approbation  of  the  meafure  propofed,  and  foon 
marched  forward  fome  hundreds  of  militia  to  join  the 
commander  in  chief.  After  that,  gen.  Mifflin  left  Phi- 
ladelphia by  the  direction  of  congrefs,   who  knew  of 

what 
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what  importance  his  influence  was,  and  repaired  to  the  l11b* 
back  counties,    where  his  exertions  were  equally  fuc- 
cefsful,  fo  that  they  poured  in  their  yeomanry  in  fup- 
port  of  the  common  caufe. 

The  royal  forces  lay  much  fcattered  in  the  Jerfeys,  H» 
and  to  all  appearance  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity.  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  wifhed  to  ftrike  them  -y  fenfible  that  a  lucky  blow 
in  that  quarter,  would  be  fatal  to  them,  and  moil  cer- 
tainly raife  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  which  were  quite 
funk  by  the  late  misfortunes ;  but  prudence  WGuld  not 
admit  of  it.  The  Penniylvania  militia  were  ordered  to 
Briftol ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  cantoned 
along  the  Delaware,  fo  as  to  oppofe  any  attempts  of  the 
royalifls  to  crofs  it. 

Should  it  be  true,  as  reported,  that  the  American 
general  once  wept,  while  he  fled  through  the  Jerfeys, 
that  will  not  prove  the  want  of  perfonal  fortitude.  He 
is  neither  lefs,  nor  more  than  man.  Agitation  of  mind, 
occafioned  by  the  threatening  ftate  of  public  liberty, 
and  a  reflection  on  the  horrid  calamities  that  would 
follow  the  lofs  of  it  to  the  prefent  and  future  genera- 
tions, might  produce  that  event,  without  any  mix- 
ture of  private  concern  for  his  own  fafety. 

During  the  royal  fuccefles  in  the  Jerfeys,  gen.  Clinton, 
with  two  brigades  of  Britifh,  and  two  of  Heflian  troops, 
with  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war  under  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
was  fent  to  attempt  Rhode  Ifland.  The  American  forces, 
being  incapable  of  making  effectual  refiftance,  aban- 
doned it  on  his  approach ;  fo  that,  on  the  day  when  gen. 
Waihington  crofTed  the  Delaware,  the  Britifh  took  pof- 
feflion  of  it  without   any  lofs,    and  at  the  fame  time 
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1776.  blocked  up  commodore  Hopkins's  fquadron  and  a  nuiru 
ber  of  privateers  at  Providence. 

Let  me  now  oiTer  you  a  fummary  account  of  the  cap, 
tures  made  by  gen.  Howe  and  the  forces  under  his 
command,  during  the  campaign,  down  to  the  total  eva- 
cuation of  the  Jerfeys.      Of  privates  there  have  been 
made  prifoners  4101,  of  officers  304,  and  of  (laff  25, 
in  all  4430.     The  catalogue  of  ordnance  and  military 
ftores  ftands  thus — Brafs  ordnance  1  thirteen  inch  mor- 
tar—  1   ten  ditto~--4   five  and    a    half  inch    howitzers 
* 5    fix    pounders 1    three    ditto.       Iron  ord- 
nance —  2   thirteen   inch   mortars  —  1    ten    ditto  — 
j   eight  ditto— 30  thirty-two  pounders — 6  twenty-four 
ditto— 8  eighteen  ditto — 24  twelve  ditto — 26  nine  ditto 
—40  fix  ditto — 5$  four  ditto — 16  three  ditto — 26  dif- 
mounted  :  Brafs  ordnance  12  -, — Iron  ditto  235.    Shells 
empty,  210  thirteen  inch — 1255  ten  ditto — 1535  eight 
ditto— 1908  five  and  a  half  ditto — 19071  four  and  two- 
fifths  ditto— total  23979:  fhells  filled  with  fu fees  drove 
—5  thirteen  inch— 12  ten  ditto — 30  eight  ditto— 53 
five  and  a  half  ditto— 45  four  two-fifths  ditto — total,  145: 
Shot,  2052  thirty- two  pounders — 9300  twenty-four  ditto 
548  eighteen  ditto — 3979  twelve  ditto— 332  fix  ditto— 
911  three  ditto — total,  17 122:  double  headed  fhot  of  all 
forts  2684:  grape  quilted,  140  thirty- two  and  twelve 
pounders,  befide  42  boxes  5  cafe  of  all  forts  8 1 3,  with  pow- 
der 44  :  Mufkets  of  all  forts  2800:  Cartridges  400,0c 
Barrels  of  powder  16  :  Iron  Frize  of  four  hundred  weight 
each,  intended  to  flop  the  navigation  of  the  North  River 
200  :  Bar  iron  20  tons  :  rod  5  :  Intrenching  tools  of 
forts  500 :  Sets  of  armourers  tools  6 :  Breaft-plates 
engineers  armour  3$  :  Waggons  covered  4  :  Hand  bar- 
re 
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rows  200:  a  gwyn  complete:  2  fling  carts :  iron  crows  x^s. 
6:  mantelets  52  :  chevaux  de  Frize  complete  81  :  be- 
fide  4000  barrels  of  flour  at  forts  Wafliington  and  Lee  -, 
baggage,  tents,  long  pikes,  ammunition  carts,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  other  {lores  of  various  kinds.  Thefe. 
loffes  to  the  Americans  are  very  confiderable  -,  but  to 
the  Britifh  are  of  fmall  advantage.  The  civil  affairs  of 
New  York  may  now  engage  our  notice.  On  the  16th 
of  October,  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  ifland,  pre- 
ferred a  petition  to  lord  Howe  and  gen.  Howe,  flgned 
by  David  Horfemanden,  Oliver  Delancy,  and  946  others, 
declaring  their  allegiance,  and  their  acknowledgment  of 
the  conftitutionaly  but  not  abfolute,  fupremacy  of  Great 
Britain  over  the  colonies,  and  praying  that  the  city  and 
county  may  be  reilored  to  his  majefty's  peace  and  pro- 
tection. This  petition  was  followed  by  another  to  the 
fame  purpofe,  from  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  q£ 
Queen's  county  in  Long  Ifland.  It  is  obferved  of  thefe 
petitions,  tiiat  they  are  guardedly  exprefled,  all  mention 
of  parliament  being  omitted,  and  the  great  queftion  of 
unconditional  fubmiffion  left  totally  at  large.  JLet  it  be 
remarked,  that  though  the  inhabitants  of  York  Ifland 
and  Queen's  county  have  given  every  teftimony  of  their 
loyalty,  their  petitions  have  not  been  attended  to,  nor 
they  reftored  to  the  rights  expected,  in  confequence  of 
the  declarations,  as  well  as  of  the  law  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  commiffioners. 

Let  us  pafs  to  the  fouthern  Urates ;  and  from  thence 
travel  northward,  gathering  up  as  we  return  all  the  intel- 
ligence that  offers. 

In  the  month  of  July,  an  invafion  of  Eaft  Florida 
was  projected,  with  the  double  view  of  fecuring  Georgia 

and 
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i776'  and  South  Carolina  from  the  depredations  of  their  more 
ibuthern  neighbours  5  and  of  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  Britifh  from  their  northern  conquefts.  Gen.  Lee 
was  intruded  with  this  bufmefs,  foon  after  the  rep. 
of  the  Britifh  under  Sir  Peter  Parker.  After  the  troops 
had  proceeded  as  far  as  Ogeechee  in  Georgia,  the  gene- 
ral received  orders  to  rejoin  the  northern  army,  on  wr. 
the  expedition  was  given  up. 

While  the  general  was  at  Savannah,  he  wrote  a  let- 
ter,  on  the  28  th  of  Auguft,  to  the  French  minifter,  which 
was  committed  to  Sieur  de  la  Plaine.  In  that  letter 
held  up  thefe  ideas — That  it  was  the  exclufive  com- 
merce of  the  colonies,  which  empowered  Great  Britain  to 
cope  with  France  -,  gave  to  her  a  decided  fuperiority  in 
the  marine  department,  and  of  courfe  enabled  her, 
the  frequent  wars  between  the  two  nations,  to  reduce 
her  rival  to  the  laft  extremity  : — That  if  France  can  obtain 
the  monopoly,  or  the  greater!:  part  of  this  comme: 
her  opulence,  ftrength  and  profperky,  muft  grow  to : 
prodigious  height ;  and  that  if  America  is  enabled  to 
preferve  the  independence  fhe  has  now  declared,  I 
greater!  part  of  this  commerce  muft  fall  to  the  fhare  of 
France: — That  without  the  colour  of  injuftice;  but  on 
the  contrary,  only  afTuming  the  patronage  of  the  right 
of  mankind  ;  France  has  it  now  in  her  power  to  become 
not  only  the  greateft,  but  the  moll  glorious  monarchy, 
which  has  appeared  on  the  ftage  of  the  world — her  pof- 
feflions  in  the  iflands  will  be  fecured  againft  all  poflibi- 
lity  of  attack,  the  royal  revenues  immenfely  increafeu, 
her  people  eafed  of  her  prefent  burdens,  an  eternal  in- 
citement be  prefented  to  their  induftry,  and  the  means 
of  increafeu  by  the  facility  of  providing  fuftenance  for 

their 
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their  families,  multiplied;  in  fhort,  there  is  no  faying, x  77^' 
what  degree  of  eminence,  happineis,  and  glory,  me  may 
derive  from  the  independence  of  this  continent : — That 
ibme  vifionary  writers  have  afferted,  that  could  this  coun- 
try once  fhake  off  her  European  trammels,  it  would  foon 
become  more  formidable  alone  from  the  virtus  and  energy 
natural  to  a  young  people,  than  Great  Britain  can  be 
with  her  colonies  united  in  a  ftate  of  dependency :  but 
the  men  who  have  built  fuch  hypothefes  mud  be  utter 
itrangers  to  the  manners,  genius,  difpofition,  turn  of 
mind,  and  circumflances  of  the  continent.  As  long  as 
vaft  tradts  of  land  remain  unoccupied,  to  which  they  can 
fend  colonies  (if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it)  of  their  offspring, 
they  will  never  entertain  thought  of  marine  or  manufac- 
tures; their  ideas  are  folely  confined  to  labor,  and  to 
plant  for  thole  nations,  who  can  on  the  cheapefl  terms 
furnifh  them  with  the  neceffary  utenfils  for  laboring,  and 
planting,  and  clothes  for  their  families ;  and  till  the 
whole  vail  extent  of  continent  is  fully  flocked  with  peo- 
ple, they  will  never  entertain  another  idea : — That  this 
cannot  be  effected  for  ages,  and  what  may  then  happen 
is  out  of  the  line  of  politicians  to  lay  any  ftrefs  upon ; 
moil  probably  they  will  be  employed  in  wars  among 
themfelves,  before  they  aim  at  foreign  conquefts  :-— 
That  it  is  worthy  of  attention,  what  will  be  the  confe- 
quence  mould  Great  Britain  fucceed  in  the  prefent  con- 
teft;  America  will  be  wretched  and  enflaved ;  but  s 
number  of  (laves  may  compofe  a  formidable  army  and 
fleet,  and  the  proximity  of  fituation,  with  fo  great  a 
force  entirely  at  the  difpofal  of  Great  Britain,  will  put 
it  into  her  power  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  French  iflands 
on  the  firft  rupture :— That  it  is  for  the  intereft  as  well 

as 
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2 7/6- as  the  glory  of  France,  to  furnifh  the  Americans  with 
every  mean  of  fupporting  their  liberties,  to  effect  which 
they  only  demand  a  conftant  fyftematic  fupply  of  the 
neceflaries  of  war,  fmall  arms,  powder,  field  pieces, 
woollens  and  linens  to  clothe  their  troops,  with  drugs, 
particularly  bark,  in  return  for  which  every  neceffary 
provifion  for  the  French  iilands  may  be  expected,  as 
corn,  rice,  lumber,  &c.  If  indeed  the  French  could 
fpare  a  few  able  engineers  and  artillery  officers,  they  may 
depend  upon  an  honorable  reception,  and  comfortable 
eftablifhment. 

The  Carolinians  have  been  engaged  in  a  fuccefsful  i 
with  the  CberokeeSy  for  the  origin  of  which  we  muftgo 
back  to  the  year  1775.  Jonn  Stuart,  efq;  an  officer  of 
the  crown,  and  wholly  devoted  to  the  royal  intereft,  had 
for  years,  the  exclufive  management  of  both  them  and 
the  Creeks.  When  the  appearance  of  a  rupture  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  took  place,  he  con- 
ceived himfelf  under  obligations  to  attach  the  Indians  to 
the  royal  intereft.  The  Hate  of  public  affairs  in  the  colonies 
furnifhed  him  with  many  arguments  fubfervient  to  this 
defign.  It  was  eafy  for  him  to  perfuade  them,  that  the  co- 
lonifts  had,  unprovoked  by  Britain,  adopted  meafures  which 
prevented  the  Indians  from  receiving  their  yearly  fup- 
ply of  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing.  He  might  alfo 
infinuate,  that  if  the  colonifts  fucceeded  in  oppofing  Bri- 
tain, they  would  probably  aim  next  at  the  extirpation 
of  the  Indians.  A  plan  was  at  length  fettled  by  Mr. 
Stuart,  in  concert  with  the  king's  governors  and  other 
royal  fervants,  to  land  a  Britifh  army  in  Florida,  and  to 
proceed  with  it  to  the  weftern  frontiers  of  the  fouthern 

colonies,  and  there,  in  conjunction  with  the  tories  and 
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Indians,  to  fall  on  the  friends  of  congrefs  at  the  fame  !77& 
time  that  a  fleet  and  army  mould  invade  them  on  the 
coaft.  Mr.  Mofes  Kirkland,  who  has  already  been  menti- 
oned (p.  102)  was  confidentially  employed  by  Mr.  Stuart, 
(rovernor  Tonyn,  and  other  royalifls  to  the  fouthward, 
ro  concert  with  gen.  Gage  the  neceffary  means  for  ac- 
complishing the  above  plan.  The  whole  was  fully  de- 
tected by  the  providential  capture  of  the  vefiel  which 
was  conveying  Kirkland  to  Bofton  toward  the  clofe  of 
1775.  The  publication  of  the  letters  found  in  his  pof- 
feffion  produced  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, that  the  Britifh  adminiflration  meant  to  employ 
the  Indians  for  the  effecting  of  their  fchemes.  The  dif- 
ccvery  of  the  minifterial  defigns,  made  it  neceffary  for 
congrefs  to  attend  to  fuch  meafures  as  might  effectually 
counteract  the  influence  of  Mr.  Stuart.  A  meeting  of 
their  Indian  commiffioners  with  the  Cherokees  was  ap- 
pointed at  Fort  Charlotte  in  South  Carolina,  and  took 
place  on  the  1 2d  of  April,  when  about  630  were  pre- 
fent.  The  Cherokees  Complained  heavily  of  fundry  en- 
croachments made  on  them  by  the  white  people  ;  which 
gave  them  the  greater!  uneafinefs.  When  the  commif- 
fioners came  to  make  their  prefents,  the  Indians  wrere 
difplealeci  at  the  fmall  quantity  of  goods  and  ammuni- 
tion delivered  to  them.  The  commiflioners  pleaded, 
that  they  did  not  expect  to  meet  with  fo  great  a  num- 
ber :  and  promifed,  that  if  the  prefents  were  received, 
they  would  try  to  purchafe  a  few  more  and  fend  them. 
The  Cherokees  were  not  fatisfied  with  the  propofal.  The 
commiflioners,  without  goods,  were  little  more  than 
cyphers.  Talks  alone,  if  ever  fo  flattering,  do  not  an- 
'r.    Foreign  manufactures  were  to  the  Indians  indif- 
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J776.  penfably  requiftte ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  thought  that  the? 
could  prefer  American  friendfhip,  naked  and  hungry. 
to  Britiih  attended  with  all  the  neceflaries  and  comfort! 
of  life.      The  Britiiri  had  carried  great  quantities  of 
goods  even  to  their  towns.     On  the  27th,  the  con»ref 
commiffioners  met  at  Augufta  in  Georgia,  in  expecU 
tion  of  the  Creeks,  who  did  not  attend  till  the  i6tho: 
May,  and  then  amounted  to  about  350,  when  a  few  pre- 
fents  were  given  them.     They  were  either  fatisfied,  or 
ftifled  their  refentments,  from  political  principles,  fo  a; 
to  decline  hoftilities.     But  the  Chei-okees  being  difguft- 
ed,  and  abandoned  to  the  full  operation  of  the  royal  ft- 
perintendant's  influence,  began  their  malTacres  at  the  verv 
timeSir  Peter  Parker  attacked  the  fort  on  Sullivan's  ifland, 
The  fpeedy  departure  of  the  fleet  from  the  fea-coafl 
after  his  unfuccefsful  attack,    gave  an  opportunity  for 
uniting  the  whole  force  of  South  Carolina  againft  the 
invaders  of  the  country.     Though  the  Britiih  plan  of  1 
co-operation  with  the  tories  and  Indians  was  for  the  pre- 
fent  fruftratedj    yet  the  probability  that  it  would  be 
again  refumed,  determined  the  popular  leaders  to  make 
a  vigorous  expedition  into  the  country  of  the  Cherokee?. 
A  joint  attack  on  their  fettlements  over  the  mount 
was  agreed  upon  by  the  fouthern  ft  ate  s.     Col.  William- 
fbn,  of  the  diftricl  of  Ninety-fix,  was  chofen  by  the  go- 
anment  of  South  Carolina  to  command  their  force. 
on  this  occafion.     The  fixth  regular  regiment,  part  oi 
the  third,  and  a  large  body  of  militia,  were  appointed 
to  ferve  under  him.     About  the  fame  time,  and  on  the 
fame  bufmefs,  gen.  Rutherford,  with  upward  of  1900 
men  from  North  Carolina,  crofted  the  Apalachian  moun- 
tains.    In  their  pafiage  through  the  Indian  country,  tlic 

forces 
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forces  under  col.  Williamfon  were  two  or  three  times  iyt6. 
briikly  attacked,  but  finally  repulfed  the  Indians.     The 
Americans  upon  this  occafion  traverfed  their  whole  coun- 
try, and  laid  wafte  their  corn-fields.     Above  500  of  the 
Cherokees  were  obliged,  for  want  of  provifions,  to  take 
refuse  with  Mr.  John  Stuart  in  Weft  Florida,  where 
they  were  fed  at  the  expence  of  the  Britifh  government. 
The  Indian  fettlements  to  the  northward  were  at  the 
lame  time  invaded  by  a  party  of  Virginia  militia,  com- 
manded by  col.  Chriftee,  and  to  the  fouthward  by  the 
Georgia  militia  under  col.  Jack.     Difmal  was  the  wil- 
dernefs  through  which  the  Americans  had  to  penetrate. 
Many  were  the  dangers  that  they  were  expofed  to  from 
dark  thickets,  and  rugged  paths.     They  were  frequently 
obliged  to  pafs  through  narrow  defiles,  in  which  fmall 
parties  might  harafs  the  braveft  and  moil  numerous  ar^ 
my.      They  had  to  crofs   rivers,  fordable  only  at  one 
place,  and  overlooked  by  high  banks,  from  whence  an 
enemy  might  attack  with  advantage,  and  retreat  with 
fafcty.     They  could  have  no  accommodations,   but  a 
few  plain  neceiTaries  carried  on  pack-horfes.     They,  for 
the  mod  part,  flept  in  the  open  air,  and  experienced  ail 
the  inconveniencies  of  a  favage  life. 

None  of  all  the  expeditions  before  undertaken  againii 
the  Indians  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  as  this  firft  effort  of 
the  new-born  commonwealth.  In  lefs  than  three  months, 
viz.  from  the  15th  of  July  to  the  nth  of  October,  the 
bufinefs  was  completed,  and  the  nation  of  the  Cherokees 
fo  fir  fubdued,  as  to  be  incapable  of  annoying  the  fet- 
tlements. The  whole  of  the  Americans  did  not  exceed 
fifty  men, 

The 
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*Vi6-  The  means  adopted  by  the  Britifh  to  crufh  the  friends 
of  congrefs,  have  been  providentially  over-ruled,  fo  as 
to  produce  the  contrary  effect.  Their  exciting  Indians 
to  maffacre  the  defencelefs  frontier  fettlers,  promoted 
the  unanimity  of  the  inhabitants,  and  invigorated  their 
oppofition  to  Great  Britain.  Several  who  called  them- 
felves  tones  in  1775,  have  become  active  whigs,  and 
cheerfully  taken  up  arms  in  the  firft  inftance  againft 
Indians,  and  in  the  fecond  againft  Great  Britain,  as  the 
inftigator  of  their  barbarous  devaluations.  Before  this 
event,  fome  well  meaning  people  could  not  fee  the  juftice 
of  contending  with  their  formerly  protecting  parent- 
ttate  j  but  Indian  cruelties,  excited  by  minifterial  arti- 
fices, foon  extinguished  all  their  predilection  for  the 
country  of  their  forefathers  *. 
Au^  The  delegates  of  Maryland,  affembled  in  full  conven- 
H-  tion  the  14th  of  Auguft,  have  agreed  upon  the  confti- 
tution  and  form  of  government  for  that  ftate ;  to  which 
they  have  prefixed  a  declaration  of  rights.  The  con- 
vention of  the  Delaware  ftate,  formerly  ftiled,  "  The 
government  of  the  counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent  and 
SuiTex  upon  Delaware,"  after  a  declaration  of  rights,  re- 
folved  upon  their  conftitution  in  September.  When  the 
deputations,  from  the  committees  of  the  feveral  counties, 
met  in  Philadelphia,  they  agreed  upon  the  number  the 
general  convention  mould  confift  of,  the  time  they  Ihould 
meet,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  mould  be  elected. 
No  perfon  was  excluded  -from  voting :  many  however, 
as  muft  have  been  expected,  chofe  to  exclude  thenrc- 
felves,  as  they  would  not  appear  by  voting  to  counte- 
nance the  eftablifhing  of  a  new  mode  of  government. 

*  See  Do&or  Ramfcy's  Hiftory,  Vol,  L  p.  155— 161. 
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The  convention  met  the  15th  of  July,  and  continued  1776. 
by  adjournments   to  the  28th  of  September,   during 
which  period  the  conftitution  was  fettled  by  a  declara- 


tion 


of  rights  and  a  frame  of  government. 
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Great  numbers  in  Pennfylvania  are  not  fatisfied  with 
their  conftitution,  apprehending  that  it  porTeffes  too  great 
a  proportion  of  democracy ;  and  that  the  ila;:e  is  not 
fufficiently  guarded  againft  either  the  evils  which  may 
refult  from  the  prevalency  of  a  democratic  party,  or 
the  dangerous  influence  of  demagogues.  Mr.  Samuel 
Adams  has  been  thought,  or  known  to  have  concerned 
himfelf  fo  unduly  in  the  bufinefs,  as  to  have  provoked 
fome  to  drop  diftant  hints  of  an  aiTaffination.  While 
the  conftitution  was  forming,  a  motion  was  made  to  add 
a  fecond  alTembly  to  the  legislative  body  under  the  name 
of  a  fenate  or  council.  It  was  argued  by  feverai  mem- 
bers, fome  for  the  affirmative,  and  fome  for  the  negative. 
Before  the  queftion  was  put,  the  opinion  of  the  prefident, 
Dr.  Franklin,  was  requefted.  He  rofe,  and  laid,  that 
"  Two  aflemblies  appeared  to  him,  like  a  practice  he 
had  fomewhere  feen,  of  certain  waggoners  who,  when 
about  defcending  a  fteep  hill,  with  a  heavy  load,  if  they 
had  four  cattle,  took  off  one  pair  from  before,  and 
chaining  them  to  the  hinder  part  of  the  waggon,  drove 
them  up  hill ;  while  the  pair  before,  and  the  weight  of 
the  load,  overbalancing  the  ftrength  of  thole  behind, 
drew  them  (lowly  and  moderately  down  the  hill."  The 
fimile  drew  the  generality  of  the  convention  into  an  opi- 
nion, that  the  doctor  was  for  a  fingle  affembly,  and  it 
wrought  accordingly.  Some  imagine  however,  that  the 
anfwer  was  defignedly  that  of  a  Delphic  oracle,  to  be 
taken  either  way,,  as  inclination  might  dictate  the  intcr- 

Vol.  II.  Bb  pretation. 


0  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

i776,  pretation.  cc  The  real  force  of  the  (imile  was  certai 
mifunderftood  j  if  there  is  any  fimiiitude,  or  any  aro-u, 
ment  in  ft,  it  is  clearly  in  favor  of  two  aUemhlies.  The 
weight  of  the  load  itfelf  would  roll  the  waggon  on  the 
oxen,  and  the  cattle  on  one  another,  in  one  fcene  of  de- 
fhuclion,  if  the  forces  were  not  divided  and  a  balanc: 
formed  ;  whereas  by  checking  one  power  by  another  (as 
was  the  with  of  thofe  who  were  for  a  fecond  affembly) 
all  defcend  the  hill  in  fafety,  and  avoid  the  danger  *'» 

We  cannot  quit  Philadelphia  without  making  mention 
of  the  acts  of  congrefs.  It  has  been  refolved  to  con- 
fifcate  the  property  of  the  fubjecls  of  Great  Britain, 
taken  on  die  high  leas,  or  between  high  and  low  water 
mark;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  Bermudas,  and  Pro- 
vidence or  Bahama  iilands  are  excepted.  Gen.  AVafti- 
ington  has  been  empowered  to  agree  to  the  exchange  of 
governor  Skeen  for  Mr.  Lovell,  who  was  made  clofe 
prifoner  at  Boflon  by  order  of  gen.  Howe;  and  towhofe 
inflexible  fidelity  to  his  country  congrefs  bore  teftimony 
the  beginning  of  Tanuarv.  Mr.  Lovell  contrived  to  fc 
out  intelligence  to  the  Americans,  while  inverting  Bofton; 
and  the  reafonable  fufpicion  of  it,  without  pofitive  proof, 
might  occafion  his  confinement.  Commodore  Hopkins 
has  been  cenfured  for  not  paying  a  regard  to  the  tenor 
of  his  inftrucliions,  which  directed  him  to  annoy 
enemy's  fhips  upon  the  coafls  of  the  fouthern  flares :  and 
his  reafons  for  not  going  from  Providence  immediately 
to  the  Carolinas  have  been  declared  by  no  means  fatisfac- 
tory.  To  prevail  on  the  foreign  officers,  if  potfible,  to 
quit  the  royal  army,  congrefs  have  propofed,  upon  their 
choofing  to  become  citizens  of  the  ftates,  to  give 
*  Mr.  Adams's  Defence  of  the  American  Conftitutions,  p.  106- 

them 
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them  and  their  heirs  in  abfolute  dominions  unappropriated  innG, 
lands  in  the  following  proportions :  to  a  colonel,  1000 
acres  j  to  a  lieut.  colonel,-  800 ;  to  a  major,  600 ;  to  a 
captain,  400 ;  to  a  lieutenant,  300 ;  to  an  erifign,  200 ; 
and  to  every  nori-corhmifiioHcd  peribn,  ioc4  They 
Complied  with  gen.  Howe's  propofal  of  exchanging  gen. 
Sullivan  for  gen.  Prefcot,  and  lord  Stirling  for  gen, 
NrDonald,  on  the  4th  of  September. 

They*  refolved  upon  raifmg  eighty -eight  battalions  to  Sept, 
ferve  during  the  war,  and  agreed  upon  bounties  to  all 
who  inlift  during  that  term,  unlefs  fooncr  difcharged. 
The  iniiftment  is  further  encouraged  by  a  propofal  for 
granting  lands ;  each  non-commifTioned  officer  and  fol- 
dier  is  to  have  ico  acres ;  a  colonel,  500 ;  and  the  other 
officers  in  proportion.  The  congrelTional  offer  of  lands, 
whether  to  foreigners  or  natives,  is  no  prefent  actual  ex- 
pence,  as  the  event  /  of  the  war  muft  determine  whofe 
they  will  be  :  but  the  propofal  may  counteracl;  the  effect 
of  a  fimilar  meafure,  adopted  by  the  Britifn  Govern- 
ment, which  has  engaged  to  grant  large  trades  of  vacant 
lands  at  the  cldfe  of  the  troubles,  to  the  highland  emi- 
grants and  other  new  troops  raifed  in  America,  as  a  re- 
el for  their  expected  zeal  and  loyalty  in  the  redu<5fcioa 
of  the  country.  It  may  alio  deftroy  the  influence  of  in- 
rations  thrown  out  to  the  mercenaries,  of  their  being 
be  rewarded  in  like  manner,  The  apDointment  of 
all  officers  in  the  battalions,  and  filling  up  Vacancies, 
(except  general  ofneers)  is  left  to  die  governments  of 
the  feveral  Hates ;  every  ftate  has  its  refpective  quota 
affigned,  which  it  is  to  furnifli  with  arms,  clothing,  and 
every  neceilary.  The  quotas  will  never  be  anfwerabk 
in  the  numbers  of  men  to  the  number  of  the  battalions, 
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lll6-fb  that  the  actual  ftrength  of  the  continental  forces  will 
be  far  fhort  of  the  appearance. 

^?t.       It  being  refolved  to  appoint  three  commiflioners  to  the 
court  of  France,  congrefs  ballotted  and  elected  MelTrs. 
Franklin,  JDeane  and  Jefferfon.     Dr.  Franklin,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  great  age,  was  unanimoufTy  elecled.    Dr. 
Rufh  fat  next  him  when  the  choice  was  announced,  and 
■was  the  firft  in  congratulating  him ;  the  reply  was,  <c  I 
am  old  and  good  for  nothing,  but  as  the  fhopkeepers 
fay  of  their  fragments  of  cloth,,  you  may  have  me  fir 
ivhatyoupkafe"     Mr.  Deane  was  fo  little  in  the  good 
graces  of  his  own  ilate,  that  it  was  the  only  one  out  of 
the  thirteen,  that  declined  voting  for  him.     He  had  been 
before  appointed  by  the  fecret  committee,  commercial 
agent  with  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  and  moreover  political 
agent  %  and  had  arrived  in  France  fo  long  back  as  in 
June.     This  appointment  was  a  natural  introduction  to 
his  being  elecled  one  of  the  commiflioners.     Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon  having  declined,  through  a  prefent  incapacity  for 
going,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  has  been  chofen  in  his  room. 
Congrefs   may   have  been  encouraged  to  this  mea- 
fure,  by  a  letter  of  laft  June  to  Dr.  Franklin,  whcft 
his  correfpondent  writes,  "  I  have  been  at  Verfailles  to 
fee  the  minifters,    and  every  thing  which   approaches 
them.     I  have  obtained  among  other  things,  under  the 
name  of  Mr,  de  la  Tuillerie,  the  undertaker  of  a  ma- 
nufactory of  arms,  that  there  fhall  be  delivered  to  him 
immediately,  from  the  king's  arfcnals,  fifteen  thoufand 
nftjfleets  for  the  ufe  of  infantry,  to  be  employed  in  I 
commerce,  on  condition  that  he  replaces  them  in  the 
run  of  a  year.     I  hope  your  brave  foldiers  will  be  pleafed 
with  them ;  but  you  muft  caution  them  not  to  truft  to 

the 
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the  ordinary  mufkets  of  commerce,  which  are  called  1776. 
mufkets  for  exportation,  that  are  almoft  as  dangerous 
to  friends  as  to  enemies."  But  without  fuch  or  any  other 
direct  encouragement,  they  muft  have  adopted  the  mea- 
fure  through  the  urgency  of  their  .affairs.  The  com- 
miffioners  are  to  arm  and  fit  for  war  any  number  of  veflels 
not  exceeding  fix,  at  the  expenee  of  the  United  States, 
to  war  upon  Britifh  property,  provided  it  will  not  be 
difagreeable  to  the  court  of  France.  There  has  been 
approved  in  congrefs  a  plan  of  a  treaty  with  his  moil 
chriftian  majefty,  which  has  been  delivered  to  the  com- 
miflioners  with  inftructions  to  the  following  purport- — 

"  You  are  to  ufe  every  mean  in  your  power  for  con- 
cluding a  treaty  conformable  to  the  plan  you  have  re- 
ceived. If  you  fliall  find  that  to  be  impracticable,  you 
are  hereby  authorized  to  relax  the  demands  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  enlarge  the  offers  agreeable  to  the  fubfe- 
quent  directions.  The  eighth  article  will  probably  be 
attended  with  fome  difficulty.  If  you  find  his  mod 
chriftian  majefty  determined  not  to  agree  to  it,  you  are 
empowered  to  add  to  it  as  follows :  That  the  United 
States  will  never  be  fubiect,  or  acknowledge  allegiance, 
or  obedience  to  the  king,  or  crown,  or  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  nor  grant  to  that  nation  any  exclufive 
trade,  or  any  advantages,  or  privileges  in  trade,  more 
than  to  his  mod  chriftian  majefty,  neither  ill  all  any 
treaty  for  terminating  the  prefent  war  between  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  or  any  war  which 
^ay  be  declared  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  againft 
his  mod:  chriftian  majefty,  in  confequence  of  this  treaty, 
tike  effect  until  the  expiration  of  tix  calendar  months 
after  the  negotiation  for  that  purpofe  fhall  have  been  duly 
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l77&  notified,  in  the  former  inftance  by  the  United  States  tg 
his  moil  ehriftian  majefly,  and  in  the  other  inftance 
his  moil  chriflian  majefly  to  the  United  States.,  to  the 
end  that  both  thefe  parties  may  be  included  in  the  peace 
\i  they  tli ink  proper. tc     If  his  majefly  fhould  be  un- 
willing to  agree  to  the  i6th  and  26th  articles,  you 
directed  to  conient,  that  the  goods  and  effects  of 
enemy  on  board  the  fhips  and  veffels  of  either  pai 
fhall  be  liable  to  feizure  and  confifcation. — You 
fclicit  the  court  of  France  for  an  immediate  fuppjy 
twenty  or  thirty  thouiand  mufkets  and  bayonets,  and  a 
large  fupply  of  ammunitiQn  and  brafs  field  pieces  to  be 
font  under  convoy  by  France.     The  United  States  en- 
gage  for  the  payment  of  the  arms,  artillery  and  ammu- 
nition, and  to  indemnify  France  for  the  expence  of  the 
convoy.— It  is  highly  probable  that  France  means 
to  let  the  United  States  fink  in  the  prefent  conteftj . 
as  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  true  accounts  of  our  con- 
dition, may  caufe  an  opinion  to  be  entertained,  that 
are  able  to  fupport  the  war  on  our  own  ftrength  and  re- 
fources  longer  in  fact  than  we  can  do,  it  will  be  proper 
for  you  to  prefs  for  the  immediate  and  explicit  dec 
ration  of  France  in  our  favor,  upon  a  Juggeftion  th 
re-union  with  Great  Britain  may  be  the  confequena 
a  delay.— Should  Spain  be  disinclined  to  our  caufe,  from 
•\  apprehenfion  of  danger  to  her  dominions  in  South 
America,  you  are  empowered  to  give  the  flrongeft  af- 
furances,    that  that  crown  will  receive  no  moleftation 
from  the  United  States  in  the  poffeflion  of  thefe  terri- 
tories. ■* 

"  You  will  tranfmit  to  us,  the  mod  fbeedy  and  full 
intelligence  of  your  progrefs  in  the  bufmefs,  and  of  any 
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other  tranfactions  that  it  may  import  us  to  know.  You  r776* 
are  defired  to  get  the  bed  and  earliert  information  that 
you  poflibly  can,  of  any  negotiation  that  the  court  of 
London  may  be  carrying  on  for  obtaining  foreign  mer- 
cenaries to  be  fent  againft  thefe  dates  the  next  cam- 
paign :  and  if  any  fuch  defign  is  in  agitation,  you  will 
endeavour  to  prevail  with  the  court  of  France  to  exert 
its  influence,  in  the  mod  effectual  manner,  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  fuch  defigns.  You  are  defired  to  ob- 
tain, as  early  as  poiTible,  a  public  acknowledgment  of 
the  independency  of  thefe  dates  on  the  crown  and  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  by  the  court  of  France." 

"  In  conducting  this  important  bufinefs,  the  congrefs 
have  the  greateft  confidence  in  your  addrefs,   abilities, 
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igilance,  and  attachment  to  the  interefts  of  the  United 
States,  and  wifh  you  every  fuccefs." 

Though  it  has  not  been  already  mentioned,  yet  as  far 
back  as  July,  the  congrefs  refufed  to  ratify  the  cartel 
fettled  between  gen.  Arnold  and  capt.  Fcrfter  at  the  Cedars. 
They  declared  gen.  Arnold's  agreement  to  be  no  more 
than  a  fponuon,  fubject  to  be  ratified  or  annulled,  at 
their  difcretion,  he  not  being  inveded  with  powers  for 
the  difpofal  of  prifoners  not  in  his  poiTefTion,  nor  under 
his  direction  :  and  refufed  to  deliver  the  prifoners  to  be 
returned  on  their  part,  till  the  Britiih  commander  in 
Canada  delivered  into  their  hands  the  authors  and  abet- 
tors of  the  murders  committed  on  the  American  pri- 
fonerr,  and  made  indemnification  for  the  plunder  at  the 
Cedars,  taken  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  capitulation. 
Thus  the  hoftages  have  been  left  in  Canada  unredeem- 
ed. Capt.  Sullivan  has  written  to  his  brother  the  gene- 
ral, from  Montreal,  Auguftthe  14th,  and  exprefTed  his 
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1776.  fiirprife  at  hearing  that  congrefs,  inflead  of  redeeming 
him  and  the  other  hoftages  according  to  the  cartel,  had 
demanded  capt.  Forfler  to  be  delivered  up  5  and  de- 
clared in  the  moil  folemn  manner,  that  not  a  man  living 
could  have  ufed  more  humanity  than  capt.  Forfler  did, 
after  the  furrender  of  the  party  to  which  he  belonged. 
Such  gentlemen  of  the  army  as  fpeak  of  it  at  head 
quarters,  feem  to  wifh  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  rather 
than  diiallov.  ed ;  and  the  commander  in  chief  appears 

_     to  be  like  minded. 

i.  General  Mifflin  was  requefted  to  refume  the  office  of 

quarter  mailer  general,  and  it  wasrefolved,  that  his  rank 
and  pay  as  brigadier  fhould  be  continued.  Congrefs 
determined  upon  borrowing  five  millions  of  continental 
dollars  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  and  the  faith  of 
the  Hates  is  pledged  for  the  payment  of  principal  and 
interefl.  To  encourage  gentlemen  of  abilities,  to  en- 
gage as  commifiion-officers  in  the  battalions  to  be  railed, 
the  pay  from  the  colonel  to  the  enfign  is  to  be  increafed. 
It  has  alio  been  recommended  to  the  reipective  Hates, 
to  ufe  their  utmofl  endeavours,  that  all  the  officers  to  be 
appointed,  be  men  of  honor  and  known  abilities,  with- 
out a  particular  regard  to  their  having  before  been  in 
feryice. 
17.  Mr.  Duche  having;  bv  letter  informed  the  nrefident 
that  the  ftate  of  his  health,  (probably  influenced  by  the 
bad  a  peel  of  the  American  caufe)  and  his  parochial 
duties  were  fuch,  as  obliged  him  to  decline  the  honor  of 
continuing  chaplain  to  congrefs,  they  refolved  that  the 
prefident  return  the  thanks  of  the  houfe,  for  the  devout 
and  acceptable  manner  in  which  he  diicharged  his  duty, 
during  the  time  he  officiated ;  and  that  150  dollars  be 
5  preferred 
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presented  to  him,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  fervices.  J776» 
In  about  a  fortnight  he  exprefTed  his  obligations  to  con- 
grefs  in  a  polite  letter,  and  requefted,  as  he  accepted 
their  appointment  from  motives  perfectly  difinterefted, 
that  the  money  voted  him,  might  be  applied  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  widows  and  children  of  fuch  of  the  Pennfyl- 
vania  officers,  as  have  fallen  in  the  fervice  of  their  coun- 
try. Several  French  officers  have  been  commiffioned : 
the  chevalier  Matthias  Alexis  Roche  de  Fermoy,  upon 
applying  to  be  employed,  was  appointed  a  brigadier  gene- 
ral. Dr.  Franklin  failed  for  France  on  the  twenty-  27. 
feventh. 

Congrefs  agreed  upon  the  fcheme  of  a  lottery,  by  Nov. 
which  they  mean  to  raife  a  fum  of  money  for  defraying   1 8* 
the  expences  of  the  next  campaign.     The  recruiting  fer- 
vice proving  very  unfuccefsful,  they  refolved,  that  each   2u 
ftate  be  at  liberty  to  direct  their  recruiting  officers  to 
iolift  their  men  either  for  the  war,  or  three  years.     The 
reduced  ftate  of  the  army,  together  with  the  fuccefles 
and  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  put  congrefs  upon  order- 
ing the  prefident  to  write  to  the  four  New  England  go-  Dec. 
vernments,  and  requeft  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  influ-     7" 
ence  in  raifing  their  refpective  quotas,  and  to  haften 
their  march  with  all  poffible  diligence  to  the  places  of 
rendezvous.     The  MalTachufetts  alTembly  have  ordered 
a  fourth  of  the  militia  to  be  raifed  for  the  reinforcement 
of  the  army  to  the  fouthward,  and  propofed  paying  a 
bounty  of  15I.  fterling  a  man,  to  thofe  of  their  ftate 
who  will  inlift  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war.    This 
propofal  however  congrefs  could  not  affient  to,  as  it 
tended  to  excite  an  expectation  of  the  fame  bounty  ia 
the  reft  of  the  troops. 
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ijl6'      The  probability  of  the  enemy's  advancing  to  Phifo, 

io.  delphia,  induced  congrefs  to  diredl  gen.  Putnam,  who 
was  flationcd  in  the  city,  immediately  to  parade  the 
feveral  recruits  and  other  continental  troops  in  it,  and 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  make  the  proper  defences 
for  its  fecurity.  The  next  day,  they  recommended  to 
all  the  united  flates  as  foon  as  pofTible  to  appoint  a  day  of 
failing  and  humiliation.  It  is  left  to  each  ftate  to  iflue 
out  proclamations,    fixing  the  day  that   appears  moil 

??*•  proper  within  its  own  bounds.  On  the  12th,  gener. 
Putnam  and  Mifflin  being  called  to  a  conference,  and 
having  by  flrong  arguments  urged  the  neceffity  of  the 
congrefs's  retiring,  it  was  thereupon  refolved  to  adjourn 
to  Baltimore  in  Maryland,  to  meet  on  the  20th  inftant; 
inafmuch  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy  had  rendered 
the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia  the  feat  of  war.  Till 
congrefs  mould  otherwife  order,  gen.  Wafhington  \ 
to  poffefs  full  power  to  direct  all  things  relative  to  the 
department,  and  the  operations  of  war. 

It  remains,  that  we  take  a  furvey  of  what  has  been 
doing  to  the  northward,  and  under  gen.  Gates. 

julv  Toward  the  latter  end  of  July,  one  lieut.  Whitcomb, 
a  green  mountain  boy,  who  was  out  with  a  fcoutir 
party,  was  guilty  of  a  moft  bafe,  and  villainous  action, 
from  no  other  principle  than  a  defire  of  plunder, 
He  wanted  a  fword  and  a  watch  -,  and  in  order  to  fuppl; 
himfelf,  fhot  gen.  Gordon  as  he  was  -riding  unarmed 
from  St.  John's  toward  Chamblee.  The  general  died  a 
few  days  after.  This,  as  was  natural,  raifed  the  refent- 
ment  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  army.  It  is  pity,  that  he 
could  not  have  been  delivered  up  inftantly  to  Sir  Guy: 
but,  through  the  weaknefs  of  government  and  military 
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ine,  he  will  efcape  deferred  punifhment.  Col.  i-^ 
Beedle  and  major  Butterneld,  inftead  of  being  fliot  for 
their  cowardly  conduct  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Cedars,  are 
only  cafhiered,  and  rendered  incapable  of  bearing  any 
commiffion  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  The 
new  articles  of  war  agreed  upon  in  September,  will  fub- 
ject  men  to  deferyed  punifhment  for  the  future. 

When  gen.  Arnold  had  reached  Crown  Point  with  the 
army,  ana  the  goods  he  had  brought  from  Montreal, 
(which  he  was  careful  to  keep  with,  all  he  could)  perfons 
foon  followed  with  invoices,  and  claimed  pay  for  them. 
Silks  and  other  valuable  articles  were  miffing.  Gen. 
Arnold  upon  this  brought  col.  Hazens  before  a  court 
martial.  He  was  tried  on  a  charge,  that  the  packages 
had  been  pillaged,  and  the  goods  loft,  through  his  re- 
forms: to  take  care  of  them.  The  colonel  was  honor- 
ably  :  .quitted  $  but  fuch  was  the  behaviour  of  the  gene- 
ral before  the  court,  in  challenging  every  man  of  them, 
and  abufing  them  all,  that  they  demanded  of  gen. 
Gates  his  being  put  under  arreft;  the  moment  the 
demand  was  made,  gen.  Gates  thought  himfeif  obliged 
to  act dictatorialiy  and  to  dhTolve  the  court;  that  fo  the 
United  States  might  not  be  deprived  of  the  fervices  of 
ene,  whom  he  viewed  as  an  excellent  onicer,  at  an  im- 
portant period;,  when  they  were  much  wanted.  The 
court  however  did  not  diiTolve,  till  they  had  fmifhed 
their  other  bufinefs,  and  given  judgment  ;  and  had  pre- 
pared the  account  of  the  trial,  and  put  it  in  the  way  to 
be  forwarded  to  gen.  Wamington  or  the  congrefs.  Gates 
had  fixed  upon  Arnold  to  command  the  American  fleet, 
to  be  oppofed  to  the  Britiih,  on  Lake  Champlain,  and 
therefore  would  pay  no  attention  to  any  charges  brought 

againft 
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J71&  againft  him.  Col.  Brown  complained  of  him,  for  ac- 
^P  '  cufing  him  of  plundering  the  officers  baggage  taken  at 
Sorel  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitulation,  and  pray. 
ed  that  he  might  be  put  under  arreft  and  brought  to 
trial;  but  it  was  to  no  purpofe.  The  command  for 
which  Arnold  was  deftined,  fuperfeded  all  other  confi- 
derations  for  the  prefent. 

The  utmoft  efforts  were  made  on  the  fide  of  Canada 
by  the  Britifh,  for  obtaining  a  fuperiority  on  the  lake, 
and  for  the  reduction  of  Tyconderoga  and  Mount  In- 
dependence. A  fleet  of  above  thirty  fighting  veffels,  of 
different  kinds  and  fizes,  had  been  little  lefs  than  cre- 
ated 5  though  a  few  of  the  largeft  were  re-conftructions, 
having  been  firft  framed  in  Great  Britain,  then  taken  to 
pieces  and  fent  over.  Add  to  this,  that  a  gondola 
weighing  thirty  tons,  with  above  four  hundred  batteaus, 
had  been  dragged  up  the  rapids  near  Chamblee.  The 
objects  in  view  were  anfwerable  to  all  thefe  exertions. 
If  the  royal  army  under  Sir  Guy  Carle  ton  could  have 
forced  their  way  down  to,  and  poffeffed  themfelves  of 
Albany  before  the  feverity  of  the  winter  fet  in,  the 
northern  dates  would  have  been  expofed,  in  their  mod 
defencelefs  parts,  and  have  had  their  communication 
with  the  fouthern  cut  off,  while  one  between  generals 
Carleton  and  Howe  would  have  been  eftablifhed;  and 
thus  Carleton's  army  would  have  had  a  principal  fhare  in 
the  honor  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 

The  Americans  had  not  equal  advantages  with  the 
Britifh  for  the  construction  of  veffels.  They  labored 
under  immenfe  difficulties  j  and  had  to  bring  fhip-builders, 

• 

artillery,  and  moil  of  the  materials  for  a  naval  equip- 
ment from  a  great  diftance.     But  by  an  affiduity,  per- 

fe  verance 
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everance  and  fpirit,  which  did  not  fall  fhort  of  what  was  *77& 
mployed  againft  them,  they  had  by  the  18th  of  Au- 
ruft  at  Crown  Point,   i  (loop,  3  fchooners,  and  5  gon- 
lolas,    carrying   $$   guns,   twelve,  nine,    fix  and  four 

founders,  befide  70  fwivels,  and  395  men;  and  com- 
)letely  fitted  for  action.     With  fome  or  all  of  thefe  gen. 
\rnold  failed  down  the  lake  to  reconnoitre  and  gain  int- 
elligence.    He  wrote  to  gen.  Gates,  "  This  morning   iC0 
it  one  o'clock,  Antoine  Geroufe  (his  real  name  was  Gi- 
ard)  a  Frenchman,  whom  I  fent  to  St.  John's,  return- 
id,  and  gives  the  following  account,  viz.  that  at  Ifle  aux 
NToix  there  are  three  thoufand  troops  encamped,  and 
"orty  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  on  their  lines — at  St. 
[ohn's  three  thoufand  men,  one  hundred  and  fifty  bat- 
:eaus,  and  he  was  told  that  two  hundred  were  at  Cham- 
Dlee — that  twro  fchooners  are  completed  and  manned, 
;>ne  mounting  twelve  and  the  other  fourteen  brafs  twelve 
pounders — fmall  veilels  on  the  frocks  to  carry  three  guns 
°ach — one  gondola  taken  from  us,  and  three  new  ones 
built,  thefe  to  mount  three  guns  each — a  number  of 
flat-bottomed  boats  to  carry  one  gun  each,  and  a  float- 
ing battery  with  two  mails  nearly  done,  to  carry  twenty- 
four  eighteen  pounders  and  two  mortal's.     He  imagines 
the  whole  will  be  completed  in  a  fortnight.     I  think 
him  placed  as  a  fpy  on  us ;  have  fent  him  to  you  to  be 
difpofed  of  as  you  think  proper.     From  the  accounts  of 

I  the  two  men,  who  have  viewed  Ifle  aux  Noix,  the  ac- 
count of  this  Frenchman  muft   be  falfe,    and  a  flory  - 
formed  for  him  by  the  Englifh  officers."     The  poor 
Frenchman  was  put  in  irons,  and  fent  to  Albany.     The 

Ijtwp  men  never  went  to  the  ifle,  but  made  up  a  ftory  to 

•  fcreen  their  own  bafenefs :  a  clofe  and  feparate  exami- 
nation 
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*Ti6-  nation  of  them   might   have  Ak        d  the   imp 

When  by  their  unremitting  ihdu         the  Brifrfh  cntere' 
the  lake  about  the  time  the  Frenchman  a  nice! 
fleet  confided  of  th        p  Inflexible,  which  had  been  re- 
conltrufted  at  St.  John's,  from  whence  fhe 
twenty-eight  days  after  laying  her  keel,  and  mom 
with   1 8  twelve  pounders ;— the       iria  fchooner  moi 
ing  14.  iix  pounders  j— -the  Caflcton    5.2    ditto;— 
Thunderer,  a  flat-bottomed  radeau,  carrying  6  twenty. 
four  pounders,  and  6  twelve,  befide  1  howitzers  •— fom? 
gondolas,    one  having  7  nine  pounders  s— twenty 
boats,  carrying  each  a  brafs  field  piece,  from  9  to 
pounders,    and  fome  with  howitzers ;— -and  four  I 
boats  with  each  a  carriage  gun,  ferving  as  armed  ten- 
ders. Thefe  were  all  defigned  for,  or  appertained  to  c 
tlCy  and  were  attended  with  a  vaft  number  of  veflch, 
batteaus  and  boats,  detained  for  the  tranfportation  of 
army,  with  its  ftores,  artillery,  baggage  and  provifions. 
The  armament  was  conducted  by  capt.  Pringle,  and  : 
fleet  navigated  by  about  yco  prime  feamen,  cf  wh< 
zoo  were  volunteers  from  the  tranfports,  who  boldly 
freely  partook  with  the  others  in  the  danger  of  the  ex 
pedition.     The  guns  were  worked  by  detachments  from 
the  corps  of  artillery.     The  equipment  was  well  ap- 
pointed and  amply  furnifhed  with  every  thing  necefihry. 
The  Americans  wrent  on  with  the  greater!;  pofiible  dif- 
patch,    and,  before   any  action   could  commence,  I 
reinforced  gen.  Arnold  with  a  cutter,    3  gallics,  and  3 
gondolas,  carrying  from  4  to  18  pounders.     The  An 
riean  force  was  in  no  degree  equal  to  the  Britifh,  either 
as  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  velfels,  the  number  of  guns, 

the  weight  of  metal,  or  other  furniture  of  war.    Gen. 

j  ArnoH 
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Arnold  had  only  two  fchooners  with  him,  and  fo  but1 776* 
15  veiTels,  when  Sir  Guy  Carkton  proceeded  up  the  lake, 
,  and  found  him  forming  a  ftrong  line,  to  defend  the  paf- 
{We  between  Valicour  Ifland  and  the  weftern  main.  A 
warm  action  enfued,  and  was  vigoroufly  fupported  on  o<fi-. 
both  fides  for  fome  hours  •,  but  the  wind  being  unfavor-  u" 
able,  the  Inflexible,  with  fome  other  vefiels  of  force, 
could  not  be  worked  up,  fo  that  the  weight  of  the  ac- 
tion fell  upon  the  fchooner  Carleton  and  the  gun  boats, 
which  (lay  the  Britifh)  they  fuflained  with  the  greateft 
firmnefs,  men  and  officers  difplaying  fuch  extraordinary 
efforts  of  refolution  as  merited  and  received  the  highefl 
applaufe  from  their  commanders.  The  Americans 
therefore  could  not  have  been  deficient  in  their  exerti- 
ons, but  muft  be  entitled  to  a  proportionable  fhare  of 
praife  for  having  made  fuch  a  formidable  refinance. 
Gen.  Waterbury  fought  moil  intrepidly,  walking  upon  the 
quarter  deck  the  whole  time  ;  all  his  officers  were  killed 
or  wounded,  excepting  a  lieutenant,  and  the  captain  of 
the  marines. 

The  continuance  of  the  impediments,  which  pre- 
vented the  Carleton  and  die  gun  boats  being  feconded 
by  the  Inflexible  and  other  vefiels,  induced  capt.  Pringle, 
with  the  approbation  of  Sir  Guy,  to  withdraw  thofe  that 
were  engaged  from  the  action.  Two  of  their  gondolas 
were  funk,  and  one  blown  up  with  60  men.  The  Ame- 
ricans had  a  fchooner  burnt,  and  a  gondola  funk.  Being 
sow  fenfible  of  their  inferiority,  they  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  the  night  for  attempting  an  efcape.  Gen.  Ar- 
nold executed  his  deiign  with  ability,  and  they  were  out 
rf  fight  by  next  morning.  But  the  chace  was  contmu- 
•d*  and  one  gondola  taken  on  the  twelfth.     The  reft 

were 
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1776.  were  overtaken,  and  brought  to  action,  a  few  leaou^ 
™"   Ihort  of  Crown  Point,  about  noon  on  the  thirteenth.    A 
warm  engagement  followed.     The  Wafhington  gallev, 
commanded  by  gen.  Waterbury,  had  been  fo  fhattered, 
and  had  fo  many  killed  and  wounded  in  the  firft  action, 
that  fhe  flruck  after  receiving  a  few  broad-fides.    The 
Congrefs  galley  was  attacked  by  the  Inflexible  and  the 
two  fchooners,  two  under  her  flern,  and  one  on  her  broad- 
fide,  within  mufket  fhct.     The  Britifh  kept  up  an  in- 
cefiant  fire  on  the  Americans  for  four  hours,  with  round 
and  grape  fnot,  which  was  returned  as  brifkly.    Gen, 
Arnold  was  determined,  that  his  people  fhould  not  be- 
come prifoners,    nor  the  veflfels  a  prey  to  the  enemy. 
He  covered  the  retreat  of  the  few  which  efcaped,  at  the 
expence  of  one  third  of  his  crew ;  and  then  with  equal 
refolution  and  dexterity,  ran  the  Congrefs  galley  in  which 
he  was,  with  four  gondolas,  on  fhore  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  land  his  men  fafely  and  blow  up  the  velTels,  in 
fpite  of  every  effort  to  prevent  both.     Officers  and  men 
behaved  with  the  utmoft  gallantry.     Some  vefiels,  when 
they  had  loft  all  their  officers,  continued  fighting,  for 
the  crews  refufed   to  yield  but  with  their  lives.    The 
Americans  glory  in  gen.  Arnold's  bravery  though  un- 
fuccefsful,  and  much  in  the  dangerous  attention  he  paid 
to  a  nice  piece  of  honor,  in  keeping  his  flag  flying,  and 
not  quitting  his  galley,  till  fhe  was  in  flames,  left  the 
enemy  mould  have  boarded  her  and   flruck  it.    The 
American  fleet  confifts  now  of  onlv  1  sallies,  2  fchooners, 
1  floop,  and  1  gondola,  for  the  eighth  is  miffing. 

Eut  though  gen.  Arnold's  bravery  is  highly  applaud- 
ed, be  is  thought  by  many  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  great 
overfight,  in  not  having  ftationed  his  fleet  juft  above 

Split 
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Split  Rock  *,  about  35  miles  from  Ty,  fo  as  to  have  1n$* 
brought  the  guns  of  every  one  of  his  veiTels  to  have 
borne  upon   the   Britifh,    as  they  ihould  have  palled 
through  fingly,  which  they  mud  have  done,  from  the 
narrownefs  of  the  channel  at  that  place. 

On  Monday  morning  the  wind  came  about,  and  blew   14. 
freih,  after  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  got  in,    and  fo 
continued  for  eight  days,  and  prevented  the  enemy's 
coming  up  the  lake  to  Ty.     Within  that  period,  the 
Americans  made  carriages  for  forty-feven  or  more  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  mounted  them ;  rimmed  and  flrength- 
ened  their  works  j  furrounded  their  redoubts  with  ab- 
batis;  received  a  confiderable  reinforcement,  and  ac- 
quired a  preparednefs  for  defence  in  every  quarter.  Could 
the  enemy  have  proceeded  immediately  on  the  Monday 
to  Tyconderoga,  they  muft  have  fucceeded.     You  will 
be  entertained  with  fome  fprightly  letters  written  by  an 
officer,  at  the  moment,  and  upon  the  fpot,  to  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  next  door  neighbour ;  take  the  copies  of  them, 
and  judge  who  it  is  that  faves  the  Americans  from  im- 
pending ruin.    cc  Tyconderoga  the  twentieth  of  October,  20> 
fix  o'clock— The  returns  of  the  mattered  remains   of 
our  fleet  foon  let  us  know  the  worft.—A  fine  flory  ! 
after  all  the  pompous  accounts  of  your  naval  fuperio- 
rity.— -Fine  as  it  is,  Jenny,  it  is  true. — However  we  did 
all  that  men  could  do,  in  the  time  and  with  the  advan- 
tages  we    had.— Can   our  country  expect   more  ?— I 
ftould  not  have  you  think  we  are  defeated  however.  The 
fleet  was  ftrong,  but  our  polls  are  much  ftronger.— The 
tnemy  may  give  us  another  defeat — but  it  will  coft 

*  It  is  known  in  the  neighbourhood  by  the  name  of  Split,  Rock 
B  wily,  though  generally  put  down  in  the  maps  Cloven  Rock, 

ii    Vol,  II,  C  c  them 
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1 7?6- them  dear.-— We  expect  an  attack  every  moment.— [ 
have  been  up  thefe  two  hours,  and  through  the  guards 
and  pofts — to  fee  them  alert  and  vigilant.  We  will  en- 
deavour  not  to  be  furprifed. — The  attack  whenever  • 
comes  will  be  furious,  and  the  defence  obftinate,  cruellv 
obftinate. — We  are  bufy  in  making  every  prepara: 
for  the  moil  effectual  fecurity  of  our  pods — and  fhall  in 
two  or  three  days  more,  have  little  to  fear  from  an  at 
fault. "  cc  Ty — Oct.  21,  1776.  The  fear  is  now  pad, 
Jenny,  but  not  the  hurry. — Heaven  has  been  pleafed  to 
give  us  a  foutherly  wind  for  almoft  the  whole  week 
—this  has  allowed  us  time  for  a  very  confiderable  pre- 
paration. We  would  now  gladly  be  attacked— in  two 
or  three  more  days.  The  enemy  are  at  Crown  Point, 
and  we  expect  that  they  may  fancy  this  ground  in  a 
or  two  ;  they  mud  pay  a  great  price  for  it  however. 

OR-,  we  value  it  highly."  "  Ty — 061.27.  If  we  are  not 
attacked  within  fix  days,  gen.  Carleton  deferves  to  be 
hanged* — We  expect  him  indeed  every  morning.— We 
have  been  favored  with  a  ftrong  foutherly  wind,  almoft 
conftantly  lince  the  defeat  of  the  fleet — and  are  now  ■ 
dy.— The  enemy  have  forfaken  us — I  am  not  forry  in- 
deed, Jenny .-— We  mould  have  been  much  at  a  lofs  haJ 
they  invefted  us. — An  attack  we  were  prepared  for,  bu: 
they  muft  have  been  madmen,  to  rifque  their  all  on 
the  event  of  a  day,  when  a  few  weeks  perfeverance  would 
have  given  them  all  they  could  wifh. — How  much  i; 
gained  by  chance,  or  as  the  doctor  will  call  it,  Provi- 
dence.— They  did  not  happen  to  know  our  fituation, 
but  fuppofed  we  mull  be  internally,  what  our  exto 

appearance  (formidable  enough)    pronounced  us,  and 

what 
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what  they,  with  our  advantages,  would  have  been.- — Pro-  1776, 
vidence  indeed,  has  once  more  faved  us  1" 

General  Gates  was  about  12,000  ftrong,  when  the 
enemy  was  at  Crown  Point.  Moil  of  the  men  were  ef- 
fective, many  of  the  troops  having  recovered.  For  fome 
days  after  gen.  Arnold's  defeat,  Gates  had  only  two  ton 
of  powder,  and  when  he  had  received  a  fupply,  no  more 
than  eiofht.  It  has  been  thought,  from  information 
gained  flnce,  that  the  enemy  fent  one  of  their  engineers, 
difguifed  like  a  countryman,  into  the  American  camp, 
as  a  fpy ;  and  that  after  two  or  three  hours  he  return- 
ed ;  and  by  his  reports  might  occafion  their  going  off 
the  next  day.  The  day  they  went  off,  Mr.  Yancey, 
the  commifTary  general,  had  no  flour  in  ftore  for  the 
army.  Gen.  Gates  fent  him  out  of  the  way,  that  as  he 
had  no  flour  to  deliver  out,  the  men  might  be  kept 
eafy,  under  the  notion  of  there  being  enough  in  the  (lore, 
and  upon  the  plea  that  they  fhould  be  fupplied  on  his 
fpeedy  return,  but  that  it  would  not  do  to  break  open 
the  doors.  The  commifTary  had  not  even  a  barrel  under 
his  care.  The  Yorkers,  chiefly  of  Dutch  extraction, 
inhabiting:  the  neighbourhood  of  Luke  Gcorre,  declined 
crofting  it  with  the  fupplies  defigned  for  the  army, 
through  fear  of  the  Indians.  This  fear  however  was 
heedlefs;  for  gen.  Carleton,  while  he  allowed  them  to 
take  prifoners,  laid  them  under  Uriel  reftraints  not  to 
kill  and  fcalp.  When  lie  found  he  could  not  keep  them 
from  fcalping,  he  acted  with  dignity,  and  difmifTed  every 
one  of  them,  laying,  he  would  rather  forego  all  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  affiftance,  than  make  war  in  fo  cruel  a 
manner.  This  conduct  reflects  great  honor  upon  his 
Character,  as  the  gentleman  and  the  foldier.     The  day 

C  c  2  Sir 
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*77&  Sir  Guy  withdrew  from  Crown  Point,  Gates,  upon  being 
allured  of  the  fact,  inftantly  difmiffed  the  militia,  with 
thanks  for  their  fervice,  which  he  wifhed  not  to  prolong 
—for  he  had  no  provifion  for  them.  For  near  a  week 
after,  the  army  had  but  a  daily  fupply  of  between  20 
and  2°  barrels  by  land  from  Bennington. 

General  Carleton,  before  he  commenced  his  operati- 
ons on  the  lake,  had  prudently  fhipped  off  the  American 
officers  (made  prifoners  in  Canada)  for  New  England, 
fupplying  them  at  the  fame  time  with  every  thing  re- 
quifite  to  render  their  voyage  comfortable.  The  other 
prifoners,  amounting  to  about  800,  were  returned  alio 
by  a  flag,  after  being  obliged  to  take  an  oath  not  to 
ferve  during  the  war,  unlets  exchanged:  many  of  thefe, 
being  almoft  naked,  Sir  Guy  clothed,  out  of  compaf- 
fion.  By  his  tendernefs  and  humanity,  he  has  gained 
the  affections  of  thofe  Americans,  who  had  fallen  into 
his  hands ;  and  has  done  more  toward  fubduing  the  reft 
than  ever  could  have  been  effected  by  the  greateft  cruel- 
ties. 

The  only  danger  to  be  guarded  againfl  by  the  Ame- 
ricans  at  Ty  and  the  neighbouring  polls,  is,  gen.  Carle- 
ton's  attempting  to  poiTefs  himfelf  of  them,  when  Lake 
Champlain  fhall  be  frozen  over,  fo  as  to  be  capable  of 
bearing  horfes,  which  probably  will  not  be  till  the  middle 
of  January.  The  troops  occupying  thefe  polls  will  not 
tarry  longer  than  to  the  end  of  the  year :  before  that 
there  is  time  enough  to  procure  a  fufficient  force  from 
the  Maflachufetts,  Connecticut  and  New  Hampfhire,  to 
defend  them.  And  if  the  weeks,  between  Sir  Guy's  re- 
turning to  Canada  and  the  frofl's  fetting  in  fo  as  to  fuipend 
all  operations,  are  duly  improved,  fomething  confut- 
able 
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able  may  be  wrought  toward  fecuring  the  entrance  into1??6* 
the  northern  ftates.  During  the  fummer  feafon,  a  road 
has  been  cut  through  the  woods,  for  fome  miles,  leading 
to  Mount  Independence,  and  communicating  with  the 
one  leading  to  Hubbardton,  fo  that  the  intercourfe  be- 
tween that  poll  and  the  northern  ftates  can  be  carried  on 
by  land,  without  coming  either  through  Lake  George, 
or  by  water  from  Skeenfborough.  That  the  road  is 
horribly  bad  for  carriages  and  horfes  in  many  places,  but 
not  impafTable,  my  own  experience  convinces  me.  Teams 
have  travelled  them  with  heavy  loads,  though  not  with- 
out ropes  faftened  to  each  fide,  and  men  attending  to 
keep  them  from  falling  over,  through  the  unevennefs  of 
the  ground.  But  it  is  aftonifhing,  that  loads  of  tent- 
poles  fhould  be  fent  fcores  of  miles  to  pafs  through 
thefe  woods  to  the  American  camp,  inftead  of  being 
ordered  to  be  cut  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  there  was, 
little  other  than  woodland.  By  fome  ftrange  fatality,  or 
folly,  the  Americans  conduct  their  bufinefs  in  a  moil 
expenfive  way,  whereas  they  ought  to  exercife  the  greater!: 
(Economy  practicable  without  injuring  the  common 
caufe.  If  the  fate  of  war  depends  upon  the  expenditure 
of  money,  and  the  ability  of  the  parties  to  continue  the 
expences,  the  United  States  muft  be  a-ground  much 
fooner  than  Great  Britain,  unlefs  the  latter  practifes  and 
continues  an  equal  degree  of  extravagance  and  profufion. 
Mr.  James  Lovell,  who  has  at  length  recovered  his 
liberty  by  an  exchange,  was  chofen,  ten  days  ago,  by 
the  MarTachufetts  general  court,  one  of  their  delegates  to 
congrefs, 

C  c  3  LET^ 
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LETTER      VIII. 


Roxbury,  April  16,   1777, 

1^6, '  ET  the  prefent  letter  begin  with  mentioning,  that 
•*— '  the  reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  ftate  of 
North  Carolina,  elected  and  chofen  for  that  purpofe, 
affembled  in  congrefs  at  Halifax,  and  after  a  third  read- 
^  ins:,  ratified  their  form  of  government,  with  a  declara- 
i8?  tion  of  rights  prefixed,  on  the  18th  of  laft  December. 
When  gen.  Washington  retreated  with  a  handful  of 
men  acrofs  the  Delaware,  he  trembled  for  the  fate  of 
America,  which  nothing  but  the  infatuation  of  the  enemy 
could  have  faved  *,  Though  they  miffed  the  boats  with 
which  they  expected  to  follow  him  immediately  into 
Pennsylvania,  yet  Trenton  and  the  neighbourhood  could 
have  fupplied  them  with  materials,  which  induftry  might 
have  foon  conftructed  into  fufficient  conveniences  for  the 
tranfportation  of  the  troops,  over  a  fmooth  river,  and 
of  no  great  extent  in  fome  places.  But  they  were  put 
into  cantonments  for  the  prefent,  forming  an  extenfive 
chain  from  Brunfwick  to  the  Delaware,  and  down  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware  for  feyeral  miles,  fo  as  to  com- 
pofe  a  front  at  the  end  of  the  line,  which  looked  over 
to  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Merfereau  was  employed  by  the 
American  general  to  gain  intelligence,  and  provided  a 

*  The  general's  words  in  his  own  letter. 

frnnple 


21* 
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fimple  youth  *,  whofe  apparent  defectivenefs  in  abilities  lifr 
prevented  all  fufpicion,  but  whofe  fidelity  and  attention, 
with  the  capacities  he  porTeffed,  conflituted  him  an  ex- 
cellent fpy :  he  paffed  from  place  to  place,  mixed  with 
the  foldiers,  and  having  performed  his  bufinefs,  returned 
with  an  account  where  they  were  cantoned,  and  in  what 
numbers.  Gen.  Fermoy  was  appointed  to  receive,  and 
communicate  the  information  to  the  commander  in 
chief:  upon  the  receipt  of  it,  he  cried  out,  (f  Now  is 
our  time  to  clip  their  wings  while  they  are  fo  fpread." 
But  before  an  attempt  could  be  made  with  a  defirable 
profpect  of  fuccefs,  gen.  Wafhington  was  almoft  ready 
to  defpair,  while  he  contemplated  the  probable  ftate  of 
his  own  troops  within  the  compafs  of  ten  days.  He 
could  not  count  upon  thofe  whofe  time  expired  the  firft 
of  January  :  and  expecled,  that  as  foon  as  the  ice  was 
formed,  the  enemy  would  pafs  the  Delaware.  He  found 
his  numbers  on  inquiry  lefs  than  he  had  any  conception 
of;  and  while  he  communicated  the  fact,  thus  charged 
his  confidant — cc  For  heaven's  fake  keep  this  to  your- 
felf,  as  the  difcovery  of  it  may  prove  fatal  to  us."  Col. 
Reed  wrote  the  next  day  from  Briftol,  and  propofed  to 
the  general  the  making  of  a  diverfion,  or  fomething 
more  at  or  about  Trenton,  and  proceeded  to  fay,  "If 
we  could  pofTefs  ourfelves  again  of  New  Jerfey,  or  any 
confiderable  part,  the  effect  would  be  greater  than  if  we 
had  not  left  it.  Allow  me  to  hope,  that  you  will  confult 
your  own  good  judgment  and  fpirit,  and  let  not  the 
goodnefs  of  your  heart  fubjecl;  you  to  the  influence  of 

*  After  having  been  employed  fome  time  in  fimilar  fervices,  the 
enemy  grew  fufpicious  of  him,  and  upon  that,  without  proof,  put 
him  into  prifon,  where  he  was  ftarved  to  death. 

C  c  4  the 
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*77^  the  opinions  of  men  in  every  refpect  your  inferiors. 
Something  muft  be  attempted  before  the  fixty  days  ex- 
pire  which  the  commiffioners  have  allowed ; — for,  how- 
ever many  may  affect  to  defpife  it,  it  is  evident  a  very 
fcrious  attention  is  paid  to  it :  and  I  am  confident,  that 
linlefs  fome  more  favorable  appearance  attends  our  arms 
and  caufe  before  that  time,  a  very  great  number  of  the 
militia  officers  here,  will  follow  the  example  of  Jerfey, 
and  take  benefit  from  it.  Our  caufe  is  defperate  and 
hopelefs,  if  we  do  not  flrike  fome  ftroke.  Our  affairs 
are  haftening  apace  to  ruin,  if  we  do  not  retrieve  them 
by  fome  happy  event.  Delay  with  us,  is  near  equal  to 
a  total  defeat.  We  muft  not  fufTer  ourfelves  to  be  lulled 
into  fecurity  and  inactivity,  becaufe  the  enemy  does  not 
erofs  the  river.  The  love  of  my  country,  a  wife  [for- 
merly mifs  De  Berdt]  and  four  children  in  the  enemy's 
hands,  the  refpect  and  attachment  I  have  to  you,  the 
ruin  and  poverty  that  muft  attend  me  and  thoufands  of 
others,  will  plead  my  excufe  for   £o   much   freedom." 

^ec«  The  general  on  the  23d   anfwered,   "  Neceffity,  dire 

-.      neceffity  will— nay,  mufc  juflify  any  attempt.     Prepare, 

and  in  concert  with  Griffin,  attack  as  many  pofh  as  you 

poffibly  can  with  a  profpect  of  fuccefs.     I  have  now 

ample   teftimony  of  the  enemy's   intentions   to  attack 

Philadelphia,  as  foon  as  the  ice  will  afford  the  means  of 

conveyance.     Our  men  are  to  be  provided  with  three 

days  provifion,   ready  cooked,   with  which   and  their 

blankets  they  are  to  march.     One  hour  before  day  is 

the  time  fixed  upon  for  our  attempt  on  Trenton.    If 

we  are  fuccefsful,  which  Heaven  grant !  and  other  cir- 

cumftances  favor,  we  may  pufh  on.     I  fhall  direct  every 

ferry  and  ford  to  be  well  guarded,  and  not  a  foul  of- 
fered 
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fered  to  pafs  without  an  officer's  going  down  with  the1?;6* 
permit.' ' 

The  origin  of  the  prefent  diftrefs  was  dated  in  a  letter 
of  the  fame  date,  from  a  member  of  congrefs  to  his 
friend,  in  thefe  words,  cc  The  caufes  of  our  prefent  un- 
happy fituation  have  long  been  known:  the  confe- 
quences  of  them  were  often  foretold,  and  the  meafures 
execrated  by  fome  of  the  beft  friends  of  America  j  but 
an  obftinate  partiality  (in  the  New  England  delegates) 
to  the  habits  and  cuftoms  of  one  part  of  this  continent, 
has  predominated  in  the  public  councils,  and  too  little 
attention  has  been  paid  to  others.  It  has  been  my  fate 
to  make  an  ineffectual  oppofition  to  all  fhort  inliftments, 
to  colonial  appointments  of  officers,  and  other  meafures 
pregnant  with  mifchiefsj  but  thefe  things  either  fuited 
the  genius  and  habits,  or  fquared  with  the  interefts  of 
fome  ftates,  that  had  fufficient  influence  to  prevail,  and 
nothing  is  now  left  but  to  extricate  ourfelves  from  dif- 
ficulties as  well  as  we  can." 

Colonel  Griffin,  unacquainted  both  with  the  plan,  and 
the  time  for  attacking  Trenton,  crofTed  over  from  Phi- 
ladelphia into  the  Jerfeys,  unknown  to  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton,  and  being  joined  with  a  few  of  the  Jerfey  militia, 
proceeded  to  Mount  Holly,  which  induced  col.  Donop 
to  quit  Bordentown ;  he  returned  however  to  his  ftation 
before  the  attack  upon  col.  Rail.  The  commander  in 
chief  would  have  comprehended  in  his  plan,  a  diverfion 
for  count  Donop  by  gen.  Putnam :  but  the  latter  gave 
fuch  a  reprefentation  of  the  militia,  of  the  confufion 
that  prevailed,  and  of  his  apprehenfions  of  an  infurrec- 
tion  in  Philadelphia,  in  cafe  of  his  abfence,  that  it  was 
laid  afide.     The  queftion  for  independency  had  been 

carried 
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2 w6- carried  in  Pennfylvania  by  a  great  majority;  but  that 
did  not  lefien  the  bitternefs  of  thofe  who  oppofed  it 
among  whom  were  mod  of  the  quakers.  Thefe  coa- 
lefced  with  the  royaliils  of  other  denominations,  and 
compofed  fo  formidable  a  party  in  the  city,  that  it  was 
dangerous,  in  the  prefent  crifis,  to  withdraw  the  militia 
ferving  in  it  on  the  fide  of  the  American  canfe. 

The  plan  was  to  have  crofTed  the  Delaware  in  three 
divifions — one  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Briflol,  which 
lnifcarried  by  a  ftrange  inattention  to  the  tide  and  ftate 
of  the  river,  fo  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  horfes  and 
cannon  to  land  on  the  Jerfey  more,  through  the  heaps 
of  ice  caft  upon  it  with  the  change  of  the  tide— a  fe- 
cond,  at  Trenton  ferry,  under  gen.  Erwing;  but  the 
quantity  of  ice  was  fo  great,  that  though  lie  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  effect  it,  he  could  not  get  over; 
and  finding  it  impoffible  to  embark  his  artillery,  he  was 
obliged  to  defift— the  third  and  principal  was  commanded 
by  gen.  Wafhington,  afiifted  by  generals  Sullivan  and 
Greene,  and  col.  Knox  of  the  artillery.  It  was  meant 
to  attack  early  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  from  the 
fuppoiition,  that  the  feftivity  of  the  preceding  day  would 
make  furprife  more  eaiy,  and  conqueft  more  certain, 

On  die  evening  of  the  25th,  gen.  Wafhington  orders 
the  troops,  which  are  about  2400,  to  parade  at  the  back 
of  M'Kenky's  Ferry,  that  they  may  begin  to  crofs  as 
ibon  as  it  is  grows  dark  $  for  he  imagines  that  he  fhall 
throw  them  all  over,  with  the  necelTary  artillery  by 
twelve  o'clock,  and  arrive  at  Trenton  nine  miles  below, 
by  five.  The  quantity  of  ice  made  in  the  night,  im- 
pedes the  boats,  and  it  is  three  before  the  artillery  gets 

pyer,  and  near  four  before  die  troops  take  up  their  line 

of 
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of  march,  which  makes  the  general  defpair  of  furprifing  J776« 
the  town,  as  they  cannot  reach  it  before  full  day-break: 
but  as  there  is  no  making  a  retreat  without  being  dis- 
covered and  haraiTed,  he  determines  to  pufri  on  at  all 
events.     Col.  Rail  has  received  information  of  an  in- 
tended attack,  and  that  the  25th  at  night  is  thought  to 
be  the  time  fixed  upon.     His  men  are  paraded,  and  his 
picket  is  looking  out  for  it.     Capt.  Washington  *,  com- 
manding a  fcouting  party  of  about  50  foot  foldiers,  has 
been  in  the  Jerfeys  about  three  days  without  effecting 
any  exploit.     He  therefore  concludes  upon  marching 
toward  Trenton ;  advances,  and  attacks  the  picket.    He 
exchanges  a  few   mot,    and  then  retreats.     As  he  is 
making  for  the  Delaware  on  his  return  to  Pennfylvania, 
he  meets  with  gen.  Wafhington's  troops :  conjecturing  &??< 
their  defign,  he  is  diflrelTed  with  an  apprehenfion  that 
by  the  attack  he  has  alarmed  the  enemy,  and  put  them 
upon  their  guard.     The  enemy,   on  the  other  hand, 
conclude  from  it  after  *a  while,  that  this  is  all  the  attack 
which  is  intended  -,  and  fo  retire  to  their  quarters,  and 
become  fecure ;    many  get  drunk.     Gen.  Washington 
forms  his  detachment  into  two  divifions;  one  takes  the 
lower  road  to  Trenton,  while  the  other  with  the  general 
marches  along  the  upper  or  Pennington  j-  road.     The 
upper  divilion   arrives   at  the  enemy's   advanced  port 
exactly  at  eight  o'clock ;  and  in  three  minutes  after,  the 
fire  in  the  lower  road  announces  the  arrival  of  the  other 

*  Since  colonel  of  horfe.  +  Ifl  the  maps  it  is  put  down 

Pennington ;  but  the  Jerfey  inhabitants  in  common  would  not  know 
the.  place  meant,  uniefs  you  called  it  Pennytown, 

divifion. 
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i776.divifion.  When  the  enemy's  picket  *  difcovers,  in  the 
gray  of  the  morning,  the  advance  of  the  general's 
troops,  they  fuppofe  it  to  be  only  the  fcouting  party  re- 
turned. The  out-guards  make  but  a  fmall  oppofition  • 
though  they  behave  well  for  their  number,  keeping  up 
a  conftant  retreating  fire  behind  houfes.  The  main  bod*/ 
forms :  the  Americans  prefs  the  men  hard,  and  foon  get 
poiTeffion  of  half  their  artillery.  Finding  from  the 
pofition  of  their  enemy,  that  they  are  furrounded,  and 
muft  inevitably  be  cut  to  pieces,  if  they  make  any  fur- 
ther refinance,  they  agree  to  lay  down  their  arms,  to  the 
number  of  23  officers,  and  886  men. 

General  Greene  and  col.  Knox  (elected  by  ballot  a 
brigadier  the  next  day,  before  the  news  had  reached 
congrefs)  would  have  perfuaded  the  commander  in  chief 
to  have  pufhed  on  and  improved  the  alarm  given  the 
enemy,  to  which  he  was  inclined ;  but  the  generality  of 
the  officers  were  againfl  it,  and  his  excellency  did  not  then 
think  he  could  anfwer  going  contrary  to  the  judgment 
of  the  majority  of  a  council  of  war.  He  has  fince  re- 
gretted his  not  feizing  the  golden  opportunity. 

Seven  of  the  enemys  officers  were  wounded,  befide 
col.  Rail  mortally.  There  were  about  30  others  killed 
and  wounded.  The  regiments  of  Rail,  Lofsberg,  and 
Knyphaufen,  were  obliged  to  furrender.  The  light 
horfe,  charTeurs,  a  number  of  privates,  with  a  few  offi- 
cers, in  all  to  the  amount  of  about  600,  efcaped  by  the 
road  leading  to  Bordentown.  The  Americans  loft  abou: 
two  men  -,  befide  two  or  three  frozen  to  death.    Capt. 

*  "What  relates  to  the  attack  upon  the  picket,  &c.  was  confirmed  to 
me  Auguft  n,  1785,  at  New  York,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Arfdeler, 
who  had  the  flory  from  the  Heiftan  officer  commanding  the  picket. 

9  Wafliington, 
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Washington,  who  afTifled  in  fecuring  the  artillery,  was  1776* 
wounded  in  both  hands.  The  Americans  took  918  pri- 
foners ;  as  many  mufkets,  bayonets,  and  cartouch  boxes ; 
12  drums  and  4  colours — an  ample  compenfation  for  all 
the  fufferings  of  the  preceding  night,  though  they  were 
not  trifling.  The  weather  was  lleety,  fnowy,  and  in- 
tenfcly  cold  -,  and  the  road  flippery.  A  more  difagree- 
able,  fevere,  wintry  night  is  feldom  to  be  met  with  even 
in  America. 

In  the  evening,  gen.  Wafhington  repaired  the  Dela- 
ware, carrying  with  him  the  prifoners,  their  artillery  and 
colours— and  elevated  hopes,  that  this  fuccefsful  attack 
would  draw  after  it  a  train  of  the  mod  beneficial  and 
important  confequences.  It  has  excited  not  lefs  aftonifh- 
ment  in  the  Britifh  and  auxiliary  quarters,  than  it  has 
done  joy  in  thofe  of  the  Americans.  The  Heflians  will 
be  no  longer  terrible:  and  the  fpirits  of  the  Americans 
kM  rife  amazingly.  But  before  this  happened,  a  fmall 
party  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quaker- town  had  flown 
to  arms,  with  a  refolution  not  to  lay  them  down  more, 
while  they  had  enemies  near  them  -,  being  provoked  to 
it  by  the  infufferable  behaviour  of  fome  Britifh  light- 
horfemen. 

Though  gen.  Cadwallader  did  not  pafs  over  the  Dela- 

ware  at  the  time  intended,  yet  the  day  after  the  furprife, 

he  eroded  about  two  miles  above  Briftol  with  1500  men,    27. 

imagining  that  gen.  Wafhington  was  ftill  on  that  fide. 

Receiving  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  left  Mount 

'Holly,  he  determined  upon  proceeding  to  Burlington, 

^ven  after  learning  that  the  fuccefsful  troops  had  re- 

D  doffed)  and  upon  marching  the  next  day  to  Borden- 

s'  own  •  which  was  accordingly  done,  the  enemy  going 

off 
1 


»77&  off  in  the  utmoft  confui  e  alarm  of  his  approach 

The  day  he  crofted,  500  men  Were  feiit  from  Philadel- 
phia, who  parTed  over  to  Burlington  on  the  morning 
the  28th;   in  the  evening,  gen.  Mifflin  lent  over  -joo 
more,  and  foon  followed  with  a  further  reinforcement  of 
fome  hundreds,  defigning  to  join  gen.  Cadwallader  as 
foon  as   poiTible.     Pennfylvania  was  now  roufed,  and 
coming  in  great  numbers  to  the  aid  of  the  commander 
in  chief.    On  the  lail  mentioned  day,  gen.  Greene  crofled 
afrefh  into  the  Jerfeys  with  300  militia.     The  time  for 
which  many  of  the  militia  were  to  ferve  was  juft  ex- 
piring.    In  order  to  prevail  with  them  to  continue,  they 
were  harangued.     Their  pride  was  addrefled.    Thy 
were  told,  that  if  they  withdrew,  it  would  be  charged 
upon  them  that  they  were  afraid.     Application  was  ar> 
fully  made  to  every  paffion ;  and  not  altogether  in 
Dec.       General  Wafhington   reached    Trenton  with  about 
29*     1800  continentals.     Twelve  hundred  of  them  were  re- 
leafed  from  their  inliftment  the  firfl  of  January. 
tempts  were  made  to  engage  them  to  continue  a  month 
or  fix  weeks  longer.     Ten  dollars  extra-pay  was  offi 
they  took  the  bounty  >,  and  near  one  half  went  off  in  1 
few  days  after,  before  the  critical  moment  arrived, 
was  foon  debated,  whether  to  order  up  the  Pennfylva 
militia  from   Bordentown,  Mount  Holly  and  elfewher? 
to  join  gen.  Wafhington.     Gen.  Knox  had  prepared  Dr. 
Rufh,  a  member  of  congrefs,  to  aiTift  in  erTecxing  t: 
fcheme.     He  was  afked  in  to  give  his  opinion,  and  de- 
clared in  favor  of  ordering  them  up,  which  wis  I 
1777-  done,     The  junction  of  the  militia  with  the  com 
Jan*    tals,  (making  in  the  whole  about  5000  men)  id* 
dened  the  latter  to  remain  in  their  pofition,  after  Ik 
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that  the  enemy  was  advancing  toward  them.  The  alarm  i?77* 
which  had  been  given,  induced  the  Britifh  and  auxiliary 
troops  to  affemble ;  and  gen.  Grant,  with  the  forces  at 
Brunfwick  and  in  that  quarter,  marched  fpeedily  for  Prince- 
ton. Lord  Cornwallis  was  gone  to  New  York  in  his 
way  to  Great  Britain :  but  upon  this  unexpected  turn  of 
affairs  concluded  upon  deferring  his  voyage,  and  return- 
ing to  the  defence  of  the  Jerfeys.  He  prefTed  on  with 
the  greater!  expedition  ;  left  the  fourth  brigade,  confid- 
ing of  the  70th,  40th,  and  55  th  regiments,  under  the 
command  of  lieut.  col.  Mawhood  at  Princeton,  and  the 
fecond  brigade  under  gen.  Leflie  at  Maidenhead ;  and 
joined  the  main  body  by  the  time  they  got  near  Trenton. 
General  Greene  is  fent  out  with  a  considerable  detach- 
ment, to  fupport  a  party  ftationed  about  a  mile  off,  and 
to  check  the  march  of  the  enemy ;  but  finds  them  ad- 
vancing in  fuch  force  and  fo  expeditioudy,  that  he  is  at 
fome  difficulty  in  making  a  good  retreat  with  the  whole 
of  the  Americans.  Mean  while  gen.  Wafhington  makes 
a  difpofition  for  an  action ;  which  as  the  enemy  do  not 
come  on  directly,  is  afterward  varied  to  prevent  their 
getting  in  on  the  American  rear.  The  bridge  over 
Sanpink  Creek  is  well  fecured;  but  can  be  of  little  ad- 
vantage, as  the  itream  is  fordable  in  many  places. 
The  American  army  has  between  thirty  and  forty  pieces 
of  artillery  in  front,  facing  the  creek.  The.  fate  of  the 
continent  ieems  fuipended  by  a  fingle  thread ;  and  the 
independence  of  America  to  hang  on  the  iffue  of  a  bat- 
tle which  appears  inevitable ;  and  in  which  the  moft 
fanguine  fon  of  liberty  can  fcarce  flatter  himielf  with 
the  hope  of  a  victory,  the  enemy  being  fo  fuperipr  in 
numbers    and   difcipline,      A   defeat   muit   be   totally 

ruinous, 
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i777#  ruinous,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  which  the  Ame- 
ricans occupy. 

Sir  William  Erfkine,  according  to  report,  advifes  lord 
Cornwallis  to  an  immediate  attack,  faying,  «  Otherwifc 
Washington,  if  any  general,  will  make  a  move  to  the 
left  of  your  army :    if  your  lordfhip  does  not  attack, 
throw  a  large  body  of  troops  on  the  road  to  your  left." 
The  attack  is  put  off  till  the  morning:  his  lordfhip 
might  act  upon  what  is  faid  to  be  a  military  principle, 
that  the  ftrongeft  army  ought  not  to  attack  toward  night. 
xMean  while  gen.  Wafhington  calls  a  council  of  war. 
It  is  known  that  they  are  to  be  attacked  the  next  day, 
by  the  whole  collected  force  of  the  enemy.     The  mat- 
ter of  debate  is,  "  Shall  we  march  down  on  the  Jerfey 
fide,  and  crofs  the  Delaware  over  againft  Philadelphia, 
or  fliall  we  fight:"     Both  are  thought  to  be  too  hazar- 
dous.    On  this  gen.  Wafhington  fays.  "  What  think 
you  of  a  circuitous  march  to  Princeton  ?"  It  is  approv- 
ed, and  concluded  upon.     Providence  favors  the  ma- 
noeuvre.    The  weather  having  been  for  two  days  warm, 
moift  and  foggy,  the  ground  is  become  quite  foft,  and 
the  roads  to  be  paiTed  fo  deep,  that  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult,  if  practicable,  to  get  on  with  the  cattle,  car- 
riages and  artillery.     But  while  the  council  is  fitting, 
the  wind  fuddenly  changes  to  the  north-weft,  and  it 
freezes  fo  hard,  that  by  the  time  the  troops  are  ready  to 
move,  they  pals  on,  as  though  upon  a  folid  pavement. 
Such  freezings  frequently  happen  in  the  depth  of  win- 
ter, upon  the  wind's  coming  fuddenly  about  to  the  north- 
weft.     This  fudden  change  of  weather  gives  a  plaufible 
pretext  for  that  line  of  fires,  which  gen.  Wafhington 

caufes  to  be  kindled,  foon  after  dark,  in  the  front  of 

his 
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{lis  army;  and  by  which  he  conceals  himfelf  from  the1 Til4 
notice  of  the  enemy,  and  induces  them  to  believe  he  is 
ftill  upon  the  ground,  waiting  for  them  till  morning. 
The  ftratagem  is  rendered  the  more  complete,  by  an 
order  given  to  the  men,  who  are  intruded  with  the  bnfi- 
nefs,  to  keep  up  the  fires  in  full  blaze,  till  break  of  day. 
While  the  fires  are  burning,  the  baggage  and  three 
pieces  of  ordnance  are  fent  off  to  Burlington  for  fecuri- 
ty  j  and  with  the  defign,  that  if  the  enemy  follow  it, 
the  Americans  may  take  advantage  of  their  fo  doing. 
The  troops  march  about  one  o'clock  with  great  filence 
and  order,  and  cro fling  Sanpink  Creek,  proceed  toward 
and  arrive  near  Princeton  a  little  before  day  break.  The 
three  Britifh  regiments  are  marching  down  to  Trenton 
on  another  road  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant.  The 
centre  of  the  Americans,  confifting  of  the  Philadelphia 
militia,  under  gen.  Mercer,  advances  to  attack  them. 
Col.  Mawhood  confiders  it  only  as  a  flying  party  at- 
tempting to  interrupt  his  march,  and  approaches  with 
his  17th  regiment  fo  near  before  he  fires,  that  the  co- 
lour of  their  buttons  is  difcerned.  He  repulfes  the  at 
failants  with  great  fpirit,  and  they  give  way  in  confu- 
fion  ;  officers  and  men  feem  feized  with  a  panic,  which 
fpreads  fail,  and  indicates  an  approaching  defeat.  Gen. 
Wafhington  perceives  the  diforder,  and  penetrates  the 
fatal  confequence  of  being  vanquished.  The  prefent 
moment  requires  an  exertion  to  ward  off  the  danger, 
however  hazardous  to  his  own  perfon.  He  advances  in- 
ftantly ;  encourages  his  troops  to  make  a  Hand ;  places 
himfelf  between  them  and  the  Britifh,  diftant  from  each 
Other  about  thirty  yards ;  reins  his  horfe's  head  toward 

the  front  of  the  enemv;  and  boldlv  faces  them  while 

•  '  » 
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1 777°  they  difcharge  their  pieces  :  their  fire  is  immediately  re- 
turned by  the  Americans.,  without  their  adverting  to  the 
pofition  of  the  general,  who  is  providentally  preferved 
from  being  injured  either  by  foe  or  friend.     The  fcale 
is  turned,  and  col.  Mawhood  foon  finds,  that  he  is  at- 
tacked on  all  fides  by  a  iuperior  force ;  and  that  he  is 
cut  off  from  the  reft  of  the  brigade.     He  difcovers  alio 
by  the  continued  diilant  firing,  that  the  fifty-fifth  is  no: 
in  better   circumftances.      His   regiment  having  ufal 
their  bayonets,  with  too  much  feverity,    on  the  party- 
put  to  flight  by  them  in  the  beginning,  now  pay  for  it 
in  proportion,  near  60  are  killed  upon  the  fpot,  bed 
the  wounded.     But  the  colonel  and  a  number  force  their 
way  through,  and  purfue  their  march  to  Maidenhead. 
The  fifty-fifth  regiment  being  hard  prelTed,  and  finding 
it  impofiible  to  continue  its  march,  makes  good  its  re- 
treat, and  returns  by  the  way  of  Hillfoorough  to  Brunf- 
ivick.     The  fortieth  is  but  little  en°;ao;ed;  thofe  of  the 
men  who  efcape,  retire  by  another  road  to  the  £u 
place. 

It  was  propofed  to  make  a  forced  march  to  Brun;- 
wick,  where  was  the  baggage  of  the  whole  Britilh  an 
and  gen.  Lee  ;  but  the  men  having  been  without  either 
reft,  rum,  or  provifions  for  two  days  and  two  nights, 
were  unequal  to  the  talk,  It  was  then  debated,  whether 
to  file  off  to  Cranberry  in  order  to  crofs  the  Delaware 
and  fecure  Philadelphia.  Gen.  Knox  urged  their  march- 
ing  to  Morriftown,  and  informed  the  commander  in 
chief,  that  when  he  paifed  through  that  part  of  the 
country,  he  obferved  that  it  was  a  good  pofition.  H< 
alio  remarked,  that  they  mould  be  upon  the  flank  of 
the  enemy,  and  might  eafily  change  their  fituation,  if 

rcquifitti 
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requifite.  By  his  earned  importunity  he  prevailed,  and  1111i 
the  meafure  was  adopted.  Gen.  Greene  was  with  the 
main  body,  which  was  advanced  •>  and  had  put  it  into 
the  Morriftown  road,  without  having  been  firft  ac- 
quainted with  the  determination.  Jufl  as  that  was  con- 
cluded upon,  the  enemy  were  firing  upon  the  rear  of 
the  Americans.  Lord  Cornwallis  had  been  waked  by 
the  found  of  the  American  cannon  at  Princeton ;  and 
finding  himfelf  out-generalled,  and  apprehenfive  for  his 
ftores  and  baggage,  had  polled  back  with  the  utmofl 
expedition.  The  army  under  gen.  Wafhington  march- 
ed on  to  Pluckemin  in  their  wTay  to  Morriftown,  pul- 
ling up  the  bridges  as  they  proceeded,  thereby  to  in- 
commode the  enemy  and  fecure  themfelves.  By  the 
time  they  got  there,  the  men  were  fo  exceflively  fatigued, 
that  a  frefh  and  refolute  body  of  five  hundred,  might 
have  demolifhed  the  whole.  Numbers  lay  down  in  the 
woods  and  fell  afieep,  without  regarding  the  coldnefs  of 
the  weather.  The  royal  army  was  ftill  under  fuch  alarm- 
ing imDrefiions,  that  it  continued  its  march  from  Tren- 
ton  to  Brunfwick,  thirty  miles,  without  halting  longer 
at  lead  than  was  necefTary  to  make  the  bridges  over- 
Stony  Brook  and  MilHlone  pafTabie. 

General  Howe  admits,  that  the  lofs  in  this  arrair  was 
17  killed,  and  nearly  2co  wounded  and  miffing.  But 
the  Americans  fay,  they  have  taken  near  300  prifoners, 
of  whom  14.  are  officers,  all  Britiih.  Caot.  Leflie, 
the  fon  of  the  earl  of  Leven,  who  was  killed  in  the  en- 
gagement, was  buried  by  the  Americans  with  the  ho- 
nors of  war,  not  only  as  a  Britifh  officer,  but  in  tefh- 
mony  of  refpect  to  his  lordfhip's  woxt  The  Ame- 
rican officers  commended  the  bravery  of  the  troops  un- 
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?:::7«der  col.  Mawhood :  one  of  the  generals  obferving  how 
they  fought,  exclaimed,  cf  When  will  our  men  fight  like 
thofe  fellows  !"'  Gen.  Mercer  met  with  hard  ufage,  be- 
ing bayonetted  in  three  places,  of  which  wounds  he  is 
fines  dead,  Pie  was  a  deferving  character*  and  merited 
different  treatment.  Some  may  pronounce  the  treat- 
ment,  that  capt.  Phillips,  of  the  thirty-fifth-grenadiers, 
has  met  with,  much  baler ;  but  not  when  they  have  the 
cafe  properly  reprefented.  The  captain,  as  he  was  re- 
turning from  New  York  to  join  his  company,  was  fur- 
prifed  between  Brunfwick  and  Princeton,  by  a  party  of 
militia,  who  threatened  him  in  cafe  he  attempted  to  ef- 
cape  3  regardlefs  of  the  threat,  he  clapped  fpurs  to  his 
horfe,  and  pufhed  forward,  on  which  they  fired  and  lulled 
him.  Gen.  Gates,  who  is  married  to  the  captain's  filler, 
blames  the  captain  more  than  the  men. 

The  eagernefs  of  the  royal  army  to  reach  and  fecurc 
Brunfwick,  occafioned  their  marching  through  Prince- 
ton with  fuch  expedition,  as  to  diyert  their  attention 
from  cither  carrying  off  or  deftroying  the  curious  orrery 
belonging  to  Kaffau  college.  It  was  contrived  and 
made  by  an  original  genius,  and  felf- taught  aftronon 
Mr.  Rittenhoufe  of  Philadelphia.  There  is  not  the  like 
in  Europe.  An  elegant,  and  neatly  ornamented  frame 
rifes  perpendicularly  near  upon  eight  {ctt,  In  the  from 
of  which  you  are  prefented,  in  three  feveral  apartment 
with  a  view  of  the  celeftial  fyftem,  the  motions  of  the 
planets  round  the  fun,  and  the  fatellites  about  the  plane 
The  wheels,  &c.  that  produce  the  movements,  are  be 
hind  the  wooden  perpendicular  plane,  on  which  the  or 
rery  is  fixed.  By  fuitable  contrivances,  you  in  a  fnoi 
time  tell  the  eclipfes  of  the  fun  and  moon  for  ages  f 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION".  405 

and  ages  to  come :  the  like  in  other  cafes  of  aftronomy.  1776. 
It  is  faid,  that  lord  Cornwallis  intended  to  have  carried 
it  over  to  Great  Britain :  no  man  of  fcience  can  blame 
his  tafte,  which  may  have  preferved  it  from  ruin,  by 
fecuring  to  it  that  protection  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  that  might  otherwife  have  been  denied.  But 
the  children  of  the  alma  mater  vvhofe  it  is.,  triumph  in 
its  prefervation,  though  fomewhat  damaged.  The  col- 
lege library  did  not  efcape  fo  well  as  the  orrery  :  but 
Juffered  confiderably. 

Let  us  attend  for  a  while  upon  the  congrefs  at  Balti- 
mere;    where  they  met  according  to  adjournment  the 
20th  of  December,  and  foon  after  paffed  the  following 
a6t — cc  The  congrefs,    having  maturely  confidered  the  Dcv.: 
prefent  crifis,  and  having  perfect  reliance  on  the  wifdom,    2> 
vigor  and  uprightnefs  of  gen.  Waihington,  do  hereby 
Refolve,    That  gen.  Waihington  fhall  be,    and  he  is 
hereby  veiled  with  full,  ample,  and  complete  powers, 
to  raife  and  collect  together  in  the  mod  Ipeedy  and  ef- 
fectual manner,  from  any  or  ail  of  thefe  United  States, 
frxteen  battalions  of  infantry  in  addition  to  thofe  already 
voted  by  congrefs  -3  to  appoint  officers  for  the  faid  bat- 
talions of  infantry;    to  raife,    officer,  and  equip  three 
thoufand  light  horfe,  three  regiments  of  artillery,  and  a 
corps  of  engineers,  and  to  eftablifh  their  pay ;  to  apply 
to  any  of  the  flates  for  fuch  aid  of  the  militia  as  he  fhall 
judge  neceffary  -3  to  form  fuch  magazines  of  proviiions, 
and  in  fuch  places  as  he  fhall  think  proper  •  to  diiplace 
and  appoint  all  officers  under  the  rank  of  brigadier  ge- 
neral,   and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  every  other  de- 
partment in  the  American  armies;  to  take,  wherever  he 
play  bej  whatever  he  may  want  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
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J n6' if  the  inhabitants  will  not  fell  it,  allowing  a  reafonal 
price  for  the  fame;  to  arreft  and  confine  perfons  who 
refufe  to  take  the  continental  currency,  or  are  otherwife 
difaffected  to  the  American  caufe ;  and  return  to  the 
ftates,  of  which  they  are  citizens,  their  names,  and  the 
nature  of  their  offences,  together  with  the  witnefles  to 
prove  them ;  and,  That  the  foregoing  powers  be  veiled 
in  gen.  Washington,  for  and  during  the  term  of  fix 
months  from  the  date  hereof,  unlefs  iboner  determined 
by  congrefs." 

They  alfo  cc  Refolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  be  requefted  to  take  the  moil  vigorous 
and  fpeedy  meafures  for  punifning  all  fuch  as  refufe  con- 
tinental currency ;  and  that  the  general  be  directed  to 
give  all  neceffary  aid  to  the  council  of  fafety,  for  carry- 
ing their  meafures  on  this  fubject  into  effectual  execu- 


tion." 


Dec       «  Refolved,  That  two  large  floating  batteries  be  built 

on  Lake  Champlain,  to  cover  the  boom  and  the  bridge 

at  Tyconderoga :  that  a  fort  be  constructed  on  Mount 

Independence  :  that  the  navigation  of  the  lake  near  that 

place  be  obftructed  by  funken  caffoons,  joined  together 

by  firing-pieces,  fo  as,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ferve  for  a 

bridge  betv/een  the  fortifications  on  the  eafl  and  weft 

fide  ;  and  that  Fort  Stanwix  be  Strengthened,  and  other 

fortifications  made  at  proper  places  near  the  Mohawk 

river." 

It  was  f:  Refolved,  That  commiffioners  be  forthwith 

fent  to  the   courts  of  Vienna,    Spain,  Pruffia,   and  the 

grand  cluke  of  Tufcmfy: — That  the  feveral  commiffi- 

oners  of  the  United  States  be  instructed  to  allure  the 

respective  courts,  that  notwkhftanding  the  artful  and  m- 

iidious 
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fidious  endeavours  of  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  *776» 
their  determination,  at  all  events,  to  maintain  their  in- 
dependence : — That  they  be  directed  to  ufe  every  mean 
in  their  power  to  procure  the  affiftance  of  the  emperor 
of  Germany,  and  of  their  moft  Chriftian,  Catholic,  and 
Pruffian  majeflies,  for  preventing  German,  Ruffian,  or 
other  foreign  troops,  from  being  lent  to  America  for 
hoftile  purpofes  againft  thefe  United  States,  and  for  ob- 
taining a  recall  of  thole  already  fent: — and,  That  his 
moil  Chriftian  majefty  be  induced,  if  pofhble,  to  aflift 
the  United  States,  in  the  prefent  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, by  attacking  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  or  any 
part  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  in  Europe,  the 
Eaft  or  Weft  Indies."     His  moft  Chriftian  majefty  was 
to  be  aftured,  Cf  That  mould  his  forces  be  employed, 
in  conjunction  with  thofe  cf  the  United  States,  to  ex- 
clude his  Britannic  majefty  from  any  fhare  in  the  cod 
fifhery  of  America,  by  reducing  the  iflands  of  Newfound- 
land and  Cape  Breton  ;  and  fhips  of  war  be  furnifhed, 
when  required  by  the  United  States,  to  reduce  Nova 
Scotia ;  the  fuhery  fhall  be  enjoyed  equally  and  in  com- 
mon, by  the  iubjecfts  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  and 
of  thefe  ftates,  to  the  exclufion  of  all  other  nations  and 
people  whatever ;  and  half  the  iiland  of  Newfoundland 
fhall  be  owned  by,  and  be  fubjedt  to  the  iurifdiclion  of 
his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,   provided  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  iiland  of  Cape  Breton,  and  the  re- 
maining part  of  Newfoundland  be  annexed  to  the  terri- 
tory and  government  of  the  United  States/'     If  thefe 
propofals  were  not  fufHcient  to  produce  a  declaration  of 
war,  and  it  could  not  be  otherwife   accomplished,  his 
moft  Chriftian  majefty  was  to  be  allured,  cc  That  fuch 
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j776.  of  the  Britiih  Weil  India  iilands,  as  in  the  courfc  of  the 
war  ihall  be  reduced  by  the  united  force  of  France  and 
thefe  ftatesj  fhall  be  yielded  in  abfolute  property  to  his 
moil  Chriftian  majefty  :  and  the  United  States  engage 
on  timely  notice,  to  furnifh  at  their  expence,  and  deliver 
in  fome  convenient  port  or  ports,  in  the  faid  United 
States,  proviiions  for  carrying  on  expeditions  againft  the 
faid  iilands,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars, 
and  fix  frigates  mounting  not  lefs  than  twenty-four  guns, 
each  manned  and  fitted  for  the  fea;  and  to  render  any 
other  affiftance  which  may  be  in  their  power  as  becomes 
good  allies." 

The  commiflioners  for  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain 
were  to  confult  together,  and  prepare  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  alliance,  to  be  propofed  to  the  court  of  Spain, 
adding  thereto,  fC  that  if  his  Catholic  majefty  will  join 
the  United  States  in  a  war  againft  Great  Britain,  they 
v%  ill  afliil  in  reducing  to  the  poiTeftion  of  Spain,  the 
town  and  harbour  of  Penfacola,  provided  the  citizens 
and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  fhall  have  the  free 
and  uninterrupted  navigation  of  the  Miffifiippi,  and  ufe 
of  the  harbour  of  Penfacola ;  and  will,  provided  it  be 
true,  that  his  Portuguelc  majefty  has  infultingly  expelled 
the  veffels  of  thefe  ftates  from  his  ports,  or  has  conriU 
cated  any  fuch  veffels,  declare  war  againft  the  faid  king, 
if  that  meailire  fhall  be  agreeable  to,  and  be  fupportej 
Jiy  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain.'* 
*777<  «  Whereas  congrefs  hath  received  information,  that 
Richard  Stockton  efq;  of  New  Jerfey,  and  a  member 
of  this  congrefs,  hath  been  made  a  priloner,  and  igno- 
miniouily  thrown  into  a  common  jail,  and  there  de- 
tained— Refolved^  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  directed  to 

makq 
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make  immediate  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  this  report,  1777. 
and  if  he  finds  reaibn  to  believe  it  well  founded,  that 
he  fend  to  gen.  Howe,  remonftrating  againft  this  depar- 
ture from  that  humane  procedure  which  has  marked  the 
conduct  of  thefe  flates  to  prifoners  who  have  fallen  into 
their  hands  ■,  and  to  know  of  gen.  Howe,  whether  he 
choofes  this  fhall  be  the  future  rule  for  treating  all  fuch 
on  both  fides,  as  the  fortune  of  war  may  place  in  the 
hands  of  either  party.'' 

The  capture  of  gen,  Lee  has  proved  inconvenient  to 
both  fides,  and  calamitous  to  individuals.  Somewhat 
like  a  cartel  was  before  eftablifhed  for  the  exchange  of 
prifoners  between  generals  Howe  and  Wafhington.  Gen. 
Lee  being  particularly  obnoxious  to  government,  and 
Kowe  perhaps  having  received  prior  inftructions  how  to 
conduct  himielf  with  refpect  to  him  individually,  (for  he 
can  have  had  none  as  yet  upon  the  news  of  his  capture) 
his  exchange  was  refufed.  Wafhington  having  no  prifoner 
of  equal  rank,  propofed  fix  He  Mian  field  officers  to  ba- 
lance that  difparity :  and,  if  this  was  not  accepted,  re- 
quired that  he  fliould  be  treated  fuitable  to  bis  ftation, 
and  the  precedent  already  fet  by  the  Americans  in  regard 
to  the  Britifh  officers  they  had  captivated.  It  was  an* 
fwered,  that  as  Lee  was  a  deferter  from  his  majedy's 
fervice,  he  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  prifoner  of  war, 
nor  come  within  the  conditions  of  the  cartel,  nor  receive 
any  of  its  benefits.  A  fruitlefs  difcuffion  enfued :  and 
Lee  was  (till  confined,  watched  and  guarded  with  the 
utmoft  ftrictnefs  and  jealoufy  ;  which  produced  the  fol- 
lowing congreffional  acl— cc  Congrefs  being  informed  6« 
that  major  gen.  Lee  hath,  fince  his  captivity,  been  corn- 
pitted  to  die   cuftody  of  the  provofr,  initead  of  being 

enlarge^ 
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J777-  enlarged  on  his  parole,  according  to  the  humane  practice 
that  has  taken  place  with  officers  of  the  enemy  who  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  American  troops ;  a  treat- 
ment totally  unworthy  of  that  gentleman's  eminent  qua. 
ligations,  and  his  rank  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  and  flrongly  indicative  of  further  injuries  to  hi, 
perfon  : — Refoived,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed 
to  fend  to  gen.  Howe,  and  inform  him,  that,  fhonld  the 
proffered  exchange  of  gen.  Lee  for  fix  Heffian  field 
officers  not  be  accepted,  and  the  treatment  of  him  as 
abovementioned  be  continued,  the  principles  of  retalia- 
tion mall  occafion  five  of  the  laid  Heffian  field  officers, 
together  with  lieut.  col.  Archibald  Campbell,  or  any 
other  officers  that  are  or  fhall  be  in  our  polTeiTion  equi- 
valent in  number  or  quality,  to  be  detained,  in  order 
that  the  faid  treatment  which  gen.  Lee  fhall  receive  may 
be  exactly  inflicted  upon  their  perfons:?— Ordered,  That 
a  copy  of  the  above  refolution  be  transmitted  to  the 

J.      V 

council  of  the  Maffachufetts-bay,  and  that  they  be  de- 
fired  to  detain  lieut.  col.  Campbell,  and  keep  him  in  fafe 
cuftody  till  the  further  order  of  congrefs  -,  and  that  a 
copy  be  alio  fent  to  the  committee  of  congrefs  in  Phi- 
ladelphia i  and  that  they  be  defired  to  have  the  prifoners, 
officers  and  privates,  lately  taken,  properly  fecured  in 
fome  fafe  place." 

When  the  refolution  was  received  by  the  Majfacbujettt 
council,  inftead  of  conforming  folely  to  the  words  of 
the  order  to  keep  the  colonel  in  fafe  cuftody  y  they  fent  him 
to  Concord  jail ;  where  he  was  lodged  in  a  dungeon  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  feet  fquare,  whole  fides  were  black 
with  the  greafe  and  litter  of  fucceffive  criminals.    Two 

doors,  with  double  locks  and  bolts,  fhut  him  from  the 

yard, 
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yard,  with  an  exprefs  prohibition  from  entering  it,  either  \n^m 
for  health,  or  the  neceiTary  calls  of  nature.     A  loath- 
fome  black  hole,  decorated  with  a  pair  of  fixed  chains, 
was  granted  him  for  his  inner  apartment ;  from  whence 
a  felon  had  been  removed  but  the  moment  before,  and 
in  which  his  litter  and  excrement  remained,  a  fortnight 
after  it  was  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  colonel.     The 
attendance  of  a  fingle  fervant  on  his  perfon  was  denied 
him,  and  every  vifit  from  a  friend  pofitively  refilled. 
When  he  had  tranfmitted  an  account  of  thefe  and  other 
matters  to  Sir  William  Howe  on  the  14th  of  February, 
and  the  fame  had  been  communicated  to  gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  a  letter  was  directly  written  on  the  28th,  in  which 
the  general  fays,  <c  You  will  obferve  that  exactly  the 
fame  treatment  is  to  be  fhown  to  col.  Campbell  and  the 
Hefiian  officers,  that  gen.  Howe  fhows  to  gen.  Lee  5 
and  as  he  is  only  confined  to  a  commodious  houfe  with 
genteel  accommodations,  we  have  no  right  or  reafon  to 
be  more  fevere  upon  col.  Campbell,  who  I  would  wifli 
fhould  be  immediately  removed  from  his  prefent  fituati- 
on,  and  put  into  a  houfe  where  he  may  live  comfortably." 
The  enemy  have  in  their  power,  and  fubjecl  to  their 
call,    near  300  officers  belonging  to  the  army  of  the 
United  States  :  while  the  Americans  have  not  more  than 
50  belonging  to  the  enemy.     The  refolve  therefore  for 
putting   in   clofe   confinement  col.  Campbell  and  the 
Heflian  officers,  in  order  to  retaliate  Lee's  punifnment, 
feems  injurious  in  every  point  of  view,  and  to  have  been 
entered  into  without  due  attention  to  the  confequences. 
Gen.  Lee's  misfortune  has  funk  him  greatly  in  the  opi- 
nion of  many  Americans ;  and  ferves  to  convey  a  lively 
idea  of  the  inconfiancy  and  ingratitude  of  mankind. 

Some 
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i777«  Some  of  thofe  very  people,  who,  when  he  was  march- 
ing to  join  gen.  Wafhington,  regarded  him  as  the 
guardian  angel,  that  was  to  deliver  America,  not  onlv 
cenfure  him  bitterly,  but  even  infinuate  that  he  was 
treacherous.  The  Americans  however  have  reaped  one 
advantage  by  that  event — the  enemy  are  convinced,  that 
they  have  not  gotten  the  Palladium  of  America  as  they 
fondly  boafted. 

Congrefs  have  been  often,  ''and  for  a  confiderable 
time,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  upon  the  ftate  of  the 
treafury,  and  the  means  of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the 
continental  currency.     At  length  they  have  cc  RefoW, 

}m,  Yhat  all  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  authority  of  congnds, 
ought  to  pais  current  in  all  payments,  trade  and  dealings 
in  thefe  Hates,  and  be  deemed  in  value  equal  to  the 
fame  nominal  fums  in  Spanifh  milled  dollars  j  and  that 
whofoever  fhall  offer,  afk  or  receive  more  in  the  faid 
bills  for  any  gold  or  filver  coins,  bullion,  or  any  other 
fpecies  of  money  whatsoever,  than  the  nominal  fum  or 
amount  thereof  in  Spanifh  milled  dollars,  or  more  in 
the  faid  bills  for  any  lands,  houfes,  goods  or  commodi- 
ties whatfoever  than  the  fame  could  be  purchafed  at  of 
the  fame  perfon  or  peribns  in  gold,  filver,  or  any  other 
fpecies  of  money  whatfoever ;  or  fhall  offer  to  fell  i 
goods  or  commodities  for  gold  or  filver  coins,  or  any 
other  fpecies  of  money  whatfoever,  and  refufe  to  fell  the 
fame  for  the  faid  continental  bills  j  every  fuch  perfon 
oudit  to  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  thefe 
United  States,  and  to  forfeit  the  value  of  the  money  fo 
exchanged,  or  houfe,  land,  or  commodity  fo  fold  or 
offered  to  fale.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  refpective  ftates,    to  enact  laws  inflicting 
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lueh  forfeitures  and  other  penalties  on  offenders  as  afore-  2777. 
laid,  as  will  prevent  fuch  pernicious  practices  -.—That  it 
be  recommended  to  the  legiflaturcs  of  the  United  States 
to  pafs  lav/s  to  make  the  bills  of  credit  iffued  by  the 
congrefs,  a  lawful  tender  in  payments  of  public  and 
private  debts ;  and  a  refufal  thereof  an  extinguishment 
of  fuch  debts  :  that  debts  payable  in  fterling  money  be 
difcharged  with  continental  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  four 
and'-fix-pence  fterling  per  dollar ;  and  tryat  in  difcharge 
of  all  other  debts  and  contracts,  continental  dollars  mis 
at  the  rate  fixed  by  the  refpective  ftates  for  the  value  of 
Spanifh  milled  dollars." 

The  feveral  ftates  will  undoubtedly  make  the  conti- 
nental* bills  a  legal  tender,  agreeable  to  the  recommen- 
dation ;  though  therein  they  eftablifh  the  perpetration  of 
iniquity  by  law.  There  are  too  many  debtors  in  every 
ftate,  and  general  alTembly,  who  will  by  the  help  of  it 
dear  themfelves  of  encumbrances ;  and  who  will  feel 
nothing,  or  but  little,  at  the  injuftice  they  commit  in 
paying  their  creditors  with  a  depreciated  currency,  while 
they  have  the  law  of  the  land  in  their  favor.  But  all 
thefe  attempts  of  congrefs  to  keep  up  the  value  of  the 
bills  are  delufive;  and  will  deceive  thoie  moft,  who 
have  the  greateft  confidence  in  the  wifdom  of  the  pref 
meafure.  It  is  fcarce  poflible,  that  they  can  fo  far  im- 
pofe  upon  their  own  judgments,  as  to  view  it  in  any 
other  light  than  a  momentary  relief  from  a  prefent  evil, 
by  fubjecting  themfelves  to  a  greater  in  future,  but 
which  when  it  fhall  arrive,  they  flatter  themfelves  they 
fhall  get  rid  of,  by  fome  new  expedient. 

Congrefs  c<  Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  ,& 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  and 

]  I  ell:  an 
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?777-  Heflian  generals  and  officers  toward  die  officers,  foldier 
and  mariners  in  die  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and 
any  other  perfons,  inhabitants  of  thefe  Hates,  in  their 
poffefiion,  as  prifoners  of  war,  or  otherwife,  and  alfo 
into  the  conduct  of  the  laid  generals  and  officers,  and 
the  troops  under  their  command  toward  the  fubjedls  of 
thefe  Hates  and  their  property,  more  efpecially  of  the 
Hates  of  New  York  and  New  Jerfey."     This  committee 
will  undoubtedly  authenticate  the  cruelties  of  the  royal 
army,  which   have  been   too   frequent  and  notorious. 
The  very  orders  of  gen.  Howe  have  not  been  fufficiently 
guarded  for  the  preventing  of  abufes.     "When  the  enemy 
fled  from  their  cantonments  in  the  Jerfeys,  his  orders  to 
col.  Donop  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans:  they 
expreffed  that  cc  all  faked  and  meal  provifions,  which 
may  be  judged  to  exceed  the  quantity  neceflary  for  the 
fubfiflence  of  an  ordinary  family,  mall  be  confidered 
a  magazine  of  the  enemy,  and  feized  for  the  king,  and 
given  to  the  troops  as  a  faving-for  the  public." 

When  the  royal  army  entered  the  Jerfeys,  the  in. 
bitants  pretty  generally  remained  in  their  houfes,  a 
many  thoufands  received  printed  protections,  figned 
order  of  the  commander  in  chief.     But  neither  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  commiffioners,  nor  protections,  faved 
the  people  from  plunder  any  more  than   from  infuk. 
Their  property  was  taken  or  deftroyed  without  diftin&io: 
of  perfons.     They  mowed  their  protections :  Hei. 
could  not  read  them,  and  would  not  underftand  their. ; 
and  the  Britifh  foldiers  thought   they  had  as  goo, 
right  to  a  ihare  of  booty  as  the  Heflians.     The  loy. 
were  plundered  even  at  New  York.     Gen.  De  Heiftc 
may   be  pronounced  the  arch-plunderer.    He  offered 

the 
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rhehoufe  he  lived  in  at  New  York  to  public  fale;  though  lllr 
the  property  of  a  very  loyal  fubject,  who  had  voluntarily 
and  hofpitably  accommodated  him  with  it.  The  goods 
of  others,  fullering  reftraint  or  imprifonment  among  the 
Americans,  were  fold,  by  auction.  The  carriages  of 
aentlemen  of  the  firft  rank  were  feized,  their  arms  de- 
faced,  and  the  plunderer's  arms  blazoned  in  their  place; 
tnd  this  too  by  Britifh  officers.  Difcontents  and  mur- 
murs increafed  every  hour  at  the  licentious  ravages  of 
the  foldiery,  both  Britifh  and  foreigners,  who  were 
fhamefully  permitted,  with  unrelenting  hand,  to  pillage 
friend  and  foe  in  the  Jerfeys  *.  Neither  age,  nor  fex, 
was  fpared.  Indifcriminate  ruin  attended  every  perfon 
they  met  with.  Infants,  children,  old  men  and  women, 
were  left  in  their  fhirts,  without  a  blanket  to  cover  them, 
under  the  inclemency  of  winter.  Every  kind  of  furni- 
ture was  deftroyed  and  burnt ;  windows  and  doors  were 
broken  to  pieces ;  in  fhort,  the  houfes  were  left  unin- 
habitable, and  the  people  without  provifions ;  for  every 
horfe,  cow,  ox,  and  fowl,  was  carried  off.  Horrid  de- 
predations and  abufes  were  committed  by  that  part  of 
the  army,  which  was  flationed  at  or  near  Penny  town. 
Sixteen  young  women  fled  to  the  woods  to  avoid  the 
brutality  of  the  foldiers  ;  and  were  there  feized  and  car- 
ried off.  One  man  had  the  cruel  mortification  to  have 
his  wife  and  only  daughter  (a  child  of  ten  years)  ravifhed. 
Another  girl  of  thirteen  was  taken  from  her  father's 
houfe,  carried  to  a  barn  about  a  mile  off,  there  disho- 
nored, and  afterward  abufed  by  five  others.  A  moil 
refpectable  gentleman,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wood- 
bridge,  was  alarmed  with  the  cries  and  itirieks  of  a  moil 

*  See  the  Letters  of  a  Loyalist, 
5  lovely 


or 


416  THE      HISTORY     OF     THE 

*777»  lovely  daughter :  he  found  a  Britifh  officer  in  the  act 
violating  her,  and  inftantly  put  him  to  death.    Two 
other  officers  ruined  in  with  their  fufees,  and  fired  two 
balls  into  the  father,    who  was  languifhing  under 
wounds  the  beginning  of  January*. 

Thefe  enormities,  though  too  frequently  praclifed  in  2 
time  of  war  by  the  military,  unlefs  reftrained  by  the 
fevereft  difcipline,    fo   exafperated   the  people  of  the 
Jerfeys,  that  they  flew  to  arms  immediately  upon  the 
army's  hurrying  from  Trenton ;  and  forming  themfelves 
Into  parties,  they  way-laid  the  men,  and  cut  them  ofl 
they  had    opportunity.     The   militia   collected.    The 
Americans  in  a  few  days  over-ran  the  Jerfeys.   Theenc 
was  forced  from  Woodbridge.     Gen.  Maxwell  furpr: 
Elizabeth  Town;  and  took  near  100  prifoners,  with  a 
quantity  of  baggage.     Newark  was  abandoned.    The 
royal  troops  were  confined  to  the  narrow  compak 
Brunfwick  and  Amboy,  both  holding  an  open  communi- 
cation with  New  York  by  water.     They  could  not  t 
ftir  out  to  forage  but  in  large  parties,  which  feldom  re- 
Jan.   turned  without  lofs.     Gen.  Dickinfon,  with  about  4c: 
20#     militia  and  50  of  the  Pennfylvania  riflemen,  defeated 
near  Somerfet  Court-houfe,  on  Millftonc  river,  a  foraging 
party  of  the  enemy  of  equal  number ;  and  took  40 
waggons,  upward  of  100  horfes,  befide  fheep  and  caw 
which  they  had  collected.     They  retreated  with  fuc 
precipitation,  that  he  could  make  only  nine  prifoners; 
but   they  were  obferved   to  carry  off  many  dead  and 
wounded  in  light  waggons.     The  general's  behaviour 
reflects   the   higheft  honor  upon  him  -,  for  though  w 
troops  were  all  raw,  he  led  them  through  the  river  middle 
*  Remembrancer,  Part  IV*  p<  307* 
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deep,  and  gave  the  enemy  fo  fevere  a  charge,  that  al-1777. 
though  fupported  by  three  field  pieces,  they  gave  way, 
and  left  their  convoy. 

The  whole  country  was  now  become  hoftile  to  the 
Britifh  army.  Sufferers  of  all  parties  rofe  as  one  man 
to  revenge  their  perfonal  injuries  and  particular  oppref- 
fions,  and  were  the  moil  bitter  and  determined  ene- 
mies. They  who  were  incapable  of  bearing  arms,  acted 
as  fpies ;  and  kept  a  continual  watch,  fo  that  not  the 
fmalleft  motion  could  be  made  by  the  royalifts,  without 
its  being  difcovered,  before  it  could  produce  the  in- 
tended effect.  This  hoftile  fpirit  was  encouraged  by  a 
proclamation  of  gen.  Wafhington  -,  which  commands  3S9 
every  perfon  having  fubferibed  *the  declaration  of  fidelity 
to  Great  Britain,  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  and  ac- 
cepted protections  and  certificates  from  the  commiffion- 
ers,  to  deliver  up  the  fame,  and  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  United  States  of  America.  It  grants  how- 
ever, full  liberty  to  all  fuch  as  prefer  the  intereft  and 
protection  of  Great  Britain  to  the  freedom  and  happinefs 
of  their  country,  forthwith  to  withdraw  themfeives  and 
families  within  the  enemy's  lines.  But  it  declares,  that 
all  who  neglect  or  refufe  to  comply  with  the  order, 
within  thirty  days  from  the  date,  will  be  deemed  adhe- 
rents to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  treated  as  com- 
mon enemies  to  thefe  American  States.  Some  days 
before  the  proclamation  was  iuued,  a  number  of  the 
Pennfylvania  militia,  having  ferved  the  time  fixed  upon, 
were  defirous  of  returning,  which  was  complied  with ; 
and  the  general  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  retum- 
lng  his  moil  hearty  thanks  to  thofe  brave  men,  who  in 
the  mod  inclement  feaibn  of  the  year  nobly  ftepped 

Vol.  II,  E  e  forth 
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1-77.  forth  in  defence  of  their  country.  He  alio  acknow- 
ledged with  pleafure  the  fignal  fer vices  done  by  the 
faid  militia ;  and  with  additional  fatisfaclion,  the  good 
fervices  of  thofe  battalions,  who  determined  to  remain 
with  him  after  the  expiration  of  their  times  of  fervice. 
The  militia  of  Pennfylvania  are  not  only  entitled  to  the 
hearty  thanks  of  the  commander  in  chief,  but  of  the 
United  States;  for  greatly  through  their  inftrumentalitr, 
the  Jerfeys  have  been  nearly  recovered,  and  a  victorious 
and  fuperior  army  been  reduced  to  act  upon  the  defen- 
five,  as  well  as  Philadelphia  faved,  and  Pennfylvania 
freed  from  danger.  Nor  will  gratitude  forget  the  {hare 
which  gen.  Mifflin  had  in  exciting  them  to  rife  in  favor 
©f  public  liberty. 

Toward  the  end  of  January  a  plan  was  formed  for 
taking  Fort  Independence,  near  Kingfbridge,  and  by  fo 
doing  to  obtain  a  pallage  into  New  York  ifland.  Ab 
4000  militia  of  the  Mafiachufetts,    Connecticut,  and 
New  York  ftates,    in   four   divifions,    under  gene: 
Heath,  Woofter,  Paribns,  and  Lincoln,  were  deftined 
for  the  fervice.     Gen.  Heath  was  commander  in  chief. 
They  marched,  the  divifion  under  Heath  from  \ 
Plains—under  Woofter  and  Parfons  from  NewRoch 
— and  under  Lincoln  from  toward  Tarry-town.    Au 
met  on  the  heights  about  and  near  Kingfbridge.    11 
fort  had  but  a  trifling  garrifon,  which  could  have  made 
no  effectual  refiftance,  had  a  vigorous  pu-fh  beeninftw 
made:  i  and  the  men  were  in  fpirits  for  the  attempt, 
this  way  only  could  it  be  carried,  was  defence  attempt- 
ed, as  the  Americans  had  no  other  artillery  than  three 
field  pieces.     With  thefe  they  fired  a  number  of  fl*» 
at  eighty  or  a  hundred  Heffians,  and  a  few  light  he 
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who  collected  on  the  other  fide  of  Haerlem  river;  the  *777« 
HeiTians  were  thrown  into  a  momentary  confufion,  but 
foon  formed  again.  Gen.  Heath  demanded  a  furrender 
of  the  fort,  and  threatened  in  cafe  of  non-compliance. 
The  threat  was  difregarded.  The  troops  were  employed 
chiefly  in  picking  up  tories,  and  in  foraging  and  taking 
ftores  that  had  been  in  the  pofTefiion  of  the  enemy,  till 
more  artillery  mould  arrive  from  Peek's-kill,  which  a 
council  of  war  had  agreed  to  fend  for.  About  nine  days 
from  the  flrfc  appearance  of  the  Americans  before  the 
fort,  the  artillery  came  to  hand,  and  confided  of  one 
brafs  24  pounder,  and  two  howitzers.  The  twenty-four 
pounder  was  fired  twice,  when  the  carriage  broke ;  and 
a  few  fhells  were  thrown  without  any  execution.  A 
great  number  of  teams  were  then  employed  in  carrying 
off  forage,  &c.  The  enemy,  who  had  been  reinforced... 
during  thefc  delays,  fallied  out,  but  were  repuifed  : 
ibon  after,  the  Americans  retired,  upon  a  report  that 
fome  mips  were  gone  up  the  North  river.  Gen.  Heath's 
conduct  was  cenfured  by  men  of  fenfe  and  judgment, 
who  were  with  him  en  the  expedition.  It  was  fraught 
with  fo  much  caution,  that  the  army  was  difappointed, 
and  in  fome  degree  difgraced.  His  fummons,  as  he  did 
not  fulfil  his  threats,  was  idle  and  farcical,  and  tended 
to  bring  upon  all  of  them  the  ridicule  of  their  enemies. 
The  Americans  fuffered  much  from  the  weatjier,  and 
not  lefs  from  the  failure  of  the  expedition,  Many  of 
them  afterward  crciTed  the  North  River,  and  proceeded 
to  Morriftown. 

About  the  time  this  fruitlefs  expedition  commenced, 
and  three  days  before  gen.  Wafhington's  proclamation, 
plundering  had  become  fo  prevalent  among  the  Ame- 
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J777*rican  troops,  that  his  excellency  had  it  inferted  in  gene- 
ral orders — fC  The  general  prohibits,  both  in  the  militia 
and  continental  troops,  in  the  moil  pofitive  terms,  the 
infamous  practices  of  plundering  the  inhabitants,  under 
the  fpecious   pretence  of  their  being  tories.     It  is  our 
bufinefs  to  give  protection  and  fupport  to  the  poor  dif- 
treiTed  inhabitants,  not  to  multiply  and  increafe  their 
calamities.     After  this  order,  any  officer  found  plun- 
dering the  inhabitants  under  the  pretence  of  their  being 
tories,  may  expect  to  be  punifhed  in  the  fevereft  man- 
ner.    The  adjutant  general  to  furnifh  the  commanding 
officer  of  each  divifion  with  a  copy  of  thefe  orders,  who 
is  to  circulate  copies  among  his  troops  immediately." 
You  will  regret,    that  while  the  Britifh  and  Hefliar.s 
plunder  the  Americans,  upon  the  plea  of  their  being  re- 
bels ;  thefe  mould  plunder  their  own  countrymen  upon 
the  plea  of  their  being  tories.     Humanity  and  good 
fenfc  fhould  dictate  a  different  line  of  conduct,  from  a 
belief,  that  men  of  oppofite  fentiments  may  act  con: 
entioufly,  while  taking  contrary  parts  in  a  civil  conteft. 
Feb.        Near  upon  2000  of  the  Britifh  went  on  a  foraging 
*3-     party  from  Amboy.  They  attacked  the  American  guards 
and  drove  them  five  or  fix  miles.     When  the  latter 
reinforced   by  gen.   Maxwell,    with  about  1400  irc 
chiefly  militia,  the  others  retreated  with  fuch  preci] 
tion,  as  to  be  able  to  return  but  two  fires,  and  left  be- 
hind them  fix  of  their  men  prifoners  and  two  dead.  Trafl 
are  the  troops  under  lord  Cornwallis  watched,  ftraitencu 
and  obliged  to  undergo  the  hardfhips  of  a  moll  fever 
and  unremitting  duty  ;  though  he  has  been  ftrengt. 
by  a  brigade  of  Britifh,  and  fome  companies  of.  grena- 
diers and  light  infantry  from  Rhode  Jfland.    The  ore-'. 
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for  thefe  troops  was  lent  to  lord  Percy,  gen.  Clinton  1777. 
being  gone  to  England.  Lord  Percy  did  not  immedi- 
ately comply ;  but  returned  for  anfwer,  that  the  enemy 
were  collecting  a  large  force  near  Providence,  of  which 
circumftance  he  fuppofed  gen.  Howe  was  unacquainted ; 
that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  reprefent  this  matter,  and 
to  add,  that  he  apprehended  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
the  lervice  there,  to  fend  away  fo  large  a  corps.  Gen. 
Howe  replied,  that  lord  Percy  knew  the  coniequence  of 
difobedience  of  orders,  trial  by  court  martial,  and  cer- 
tain fentence  of  being  broke ;  but  that  he  was  inclined 
to  lhow  his  lordfhip  all  the  indulgence  that  his  fervices 
deferyed,  at  the  fame  time  he  infifted  upon  his  orders 
being  punctually  obeyed.  His  lordmip's  feelings  have 
been  fo  hurt  by  this  reply,  that  it  is  apprehended,  he 
will  not  remain  long  in  a  fituation  that  fubjects  him  to 
gen.  Howe. 

The  American  recruiting;  fervice  went  on  mofl  wretch- 
edly.  The  returns  which  gen.  Wafhington  received 
from  different  quarters,  were  of  fo  extraordinary  a  na- 
ture, that  he  fufpecled  the  moil  abominable  fraud  and 
embezzlement  of  die  public  money.  The  accounts  of 
defertion  almoft  furpalfed  belief,  and  afforded  him  the 
higheft  probability,  that  officers  were  tempted,  by  the 
great  bounty  allowed,  to  exhibit  a  number  of  pretended 
recruits,  that  were  never  in  reality  infilled.  But  the  evil 
he  complained  of,  was  owing  greatly  to  the  prevailing 
method  of  inlifting  men,  viz.  the  paying  of  them  the 
bounty,  and  then  fuffering  them  to  ramble  about  the 
country,  by  which  means  they  inlifted  with  half  a  dozen 
officers.  Inftead  of  being  formidable  by  the  middle  of  Mar. 
March,  he  wrote3  Cf  After  the  fifteenth,  when  gen.  Lin-     °' 
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j 777.  coin's  militia  leave  us,  we  fhall  only  have  the  remains 
of  the  five  Virginia  regiments,  who  do  not  amount  al- 
together to  more  than  five  or  fix  hundred  men,  and  two 
of  the  other  continental  battalions  very  weak.     'I  he  reft 
of  our  army  is  compofed  of  fmall  parties  of  militia  from 
this  Hate  and  Pennfylvania :  and  little  dependence  can 
be  put  upon  the  militia,  as  they  come  and  go  when  thev 
pleafe.     If  the  enemy  do  not  move,  it  will  be  a  miracle: 
nothing  but  ignorance  of  our  numbers,  and  fraction, 
can  protect  us."  He  has  fince  owned,  that  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  this  Jail  winter,  he  and  his  army  have  remained 
at  the  mercy  of  the  royal  troops,  with  fometimes  icarcely 
a  fufneient  body  of  men  to  mount  the  ordinary  gua: 
liable  every  moment  to  be  dilTipated,  if  the  enen 
only  thought  proper  to  march  againft:  them.     The  [ 
neral's  whole  force,    including  militia,    at  Morriftown 
and  the  feveral  out-pofrs,  amounted  often  to  not  n. 
than  1500  men  :  and  it  has  been  aliened,  upon  ap; 
rently  good  authority,  that  he  repeatedly  could  not  mul- 
ter  more  at  Morriftown  than  between  three  and  four  hun- 
dred.    In  writing  officially  upon  the  fubject  to  the  go- 
vernor and  council  of  Connecticut,    die  reprefentation 
he  gave  of  affairs,  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  thofe 
who  heard  the  letter  read.     While  gen.  Wafhington  vas 
at  this  low  ebb  with  his  army,  gentlemen  of  five  thou- 
fand  pounds  fortune  or  more,  and  many  others  who  v. 
men  of  fubilance,  though  not  equal  to  that,  did  dun* 
as  fentinels  at  his  doors  and  elfewhere. 

Though  gen.  Kowe  made  no  capital  ftroke  at  th( 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Americans  -,  yet  he  cona 
ed  an  operation  againft  the   poll  which  gen.  M'DougaU 

cupied,  and  where  a  considerable  quantity  of  provi- 

fions 
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fions  and  (tores  was  depoficed.  A  detachment  of  5coI777» 
men  under  col.  Bird,  was  convoyed  by  die  Brune  fri- 
gate to  Peek's-kill,  near  fifty  miles  from  New  York. 
They  landed  on  the  23d  of  March.  As  the  general  had  Mar. 
but  250  men  fit  for  duty,  inftead  of  600  to  guard  the  2^* 
place,  which  lay  in  a  bottom  and  was  not  tenable,  he 
fired  the  principal  ftore-houfes,  and  then  quitted  the 
town  in  order  to  occupy  the  important  pais  through  the 
highlands  on  the  earl  fide  of  the  river,  about  two  miles 
and  a  half  diftant.  The  fire  rendered  ufelefs  the  only 
wharf  where  it  was  practicable  to  embark  the  remain- 
ing (lores  in  convenient  time,  which  made  it  expedient 
to  deilroy  the  greater  part.  Col.  Bird  having  done  it, 
and  hearing  a  reinforcement  was  expected  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, re-embarked  the  fame  day.  The  lofs  of  rum* 
molaffes,  flour,  bifcuit,  pork,  beef,  wheat,  oats,  hay,  tal- 
low, iron  pots,  camp  kettles,  canteens,  bowls,  nails, 
waggons  and  carts,  barracks,  ftore-houfes,  (loops  and 
petiaugers  laden  with  provifions,  was  very  considerable, 
far  beyond  what  was  given  out  by  the  Americans,  though 
not  of  that  importance  and  magnitude,  as  to  anfwer  the 
expectations  of  gen,  Howe.  Gen.  Wafhington  had  re- 
peatedly guarded  the  commirTary  againft  fufTering  any 
large  quantities  of  provifions  to  lie  near  the  water,  in 
fuch  places  as  were  accelTable  to  the  enemy's  (hipping ; 
but  he  had  not  been  properly  attended  to. 

The  want  of  mufkets  occafioned  a  delay  in  forward- 
ing the  new  troops  from  the  Mailachufetts :  but  many 
of  the  militia  from  that  (late  were  perfuaded  to  remain 
at  Morriftown  for  fome  weeks  longer  than  the  fixed 
time  of  fervice.  Fifteen  hundred  of  the  new  troops  would 
have  been  upon  their  march,    but  the   general  court 
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1in-  could  not  fupply  them  with  arms.  The  perplexity  oc- 
cafioned  by  this  circumftance  was  however  of  fhort  con- 
tinuance. On  the  day  of  its  commencement,  or  the 
following,  a  veffel  of  fourteen  guns  from  France  arrived 
at  Portfmouth  with  364  cafes,  containing  1 1,987  ftand: 
fhe  had  alfo  on  board  a  thoufand  barrels  of  powder, 
11,000  gun-flints,  48  bales  of  woollens,  and  a  fmall 
quantity  of  handkerchiefs,  cottons,  linens,  and  other  ar- 
ticles. Congrefs  were  under  a  fimilar  diftrefs  with  the 
Maffachufetts  general  court,  as  to  the  procuring  of  arms 
for  gen.  Washington's  armv :  but  obtained  a  fimilar  re- 
%*  lief,  by  the  arrival  of  a  veffel,  with  10,000  ftand,  be- 
fide  a  great  number  of  gun-locks.  Thefe  feafonablc 
arrivals  will  furnifh  an  ample  fupply  of  arms :  the  main 
difficulty  will  now  be  to  get  men  to  ufe  them.  Do&or 
Franklin  arrived  at  Nantz  the  13th  of  December. 

The  brilliancy  of  the  fucceffes,  which  have  attended 
the  American  arms  fince  laft  Chriftmas,  and  their  moft 
happy  confequenees  in  changing  the  complexion  of  the 
times,  muft  raife  the  character  of  gen.  Waihington 
highly  in  Europe  as  it  has  done  in  America;  and  may 
lead  fanguine  fpirits,  who  are  ftrangers  to  the  real  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  countrv,  to  imagine  that  he  will  foon 
be  able  to  drive  all  before  him ;  but  it  will  require  his 
utmofl  abilities  to  act  in  fo  defenfive  a  manner,  as  to  fc- 
cure  himfeif  from  injury,  and  at  the  fame  time  fruftrate 
the  offenfive  plans  of  the  enemy.  He  is  indeed  to  have 
the  amftance  of  a  body  of  cavalry,  which  will  be  of 
considerable  advantage. 

You  will  fcarce  think  it  beneath  remarking,  that  when 

the  royal  army  had  poffeiled  themfelves  of  the  Jerfeys, 

and  the  American  affairs  were  at  die  lowed  ebb,  there 

was 
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was  not  a  Tingle  Irate,  or  capital  town  or  city,  (if  not  1 777.. 
wholly  in  the  power  of  the  enemy)  that  made  advances 
toward  fubmiffion.  But  in  the  month  of  January,  the 
tories  rofe  to  a  great  head,  in  the  counties  of  Somerfet 
and  Worcefter,  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland ;  fo  that  in  the 
beginning  of  February,  the  congrefs  were  obliged  to  em- 
ploy feveral  battalions  (before  they  could  march  forward 
to  join  gen.  Wafhington)  in  fupprefiing  the  infurgents. 

Committees,  from  the  four  New  England  ftates,  had 
a  meeting ;  fince  which  their  proceedings  were  laid  be- 
fore congrefs ;  and  the  lad  have  refolved,  cc  That  the  Feb. 
plan  for  regulating  the  price  of  labor,  of  manufactures, 
and  internal  produce  within  thofe  ftates,  and  of  goods 
imported  from  foreign  parts,  except  military  {lores,  be 
referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  other  United  States; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  adopt  fuch  mea- 
fures,  as  they  mail  think  raoft  expedient  to  remedy  the 
evils  occafioned  by  the  prefent  fluctuating  and  exorbi- 
tant prices  of  the  articles  aforefaid  : — -That  for  this  pur- 
pofe  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiilatures,  or  in  rheir 
recefs,  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  ftates  of  New 
York,  New  jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  to  appoint  commiffioners  to  meet  at  York- 
town  in  Pennfylvania,  on  the  third  Monday  in  March 
next,  to  confider  of  and  form  a  fyftem  of  regulation 
adapted  to  thofe  ftates,  to  be  laid  before  the  refpective 
legislatures  of  each  ftate,  for  their  approbation  : — That 
for  the  like  purpofe,  it  be  recommended  to  the  legifla- 
tures,  or  executive  powers  in  the  recefs  of  the  legilla- 
tures of  the  ftates  of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  to  appoint  commiffioners  to  meet  atCharlef- 
town  in  South  Carolina  on  the  firft  Monday  in  May 


next.'* 
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1 777*  next/'     Some  of  the   New  England  ftates  had  patted 
acts  for  regulating  prices,  before  thefe  refolutions. 

Feb.       On  the  27th  congrefs  adjourned  to  meet  at  Philadel- 
'"  phia  the  following  Wednefday.     Before  adjourning  tb 
recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates,  the  palling  of  laws 
10  put  a  Hop  to  the  diftilling  of  grain. 

Congrefs  having  difmiffed  doctor  Samuel  Stringer, 
director  of  the  hofpital  in  the  northern  department  of 
the  army,  (at  the  fame  time  they  difmiffed  Dr.  Morgan) 
gen.  Schuyler  took  offence  at  it,  and  expreffed  himfelf 
unguardedly  in  fome  of  his  official  letters :  upon  that 

Mar.  it  was  cc  Refolved,  That  as  congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
difmiffion  of  doctor  Stringer,  upon  reafons  fatisfa&ory 
to  themfelves,  gen.  Schuyler  ought  to  have  known  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  have  acquiefced  therein  : — That  the  fug- 
geftion  in  gen.  Schuyler's  letter  to  congrefs,  that  it 
a  compliment  due  to  him  to  have  been  advifed  of  the 
reafons  of  doctor  Stringer's  difmiffion,  is  highly  deroga- 
tory to  the  honor  of  congrefs ;  and  that  the  prefident 
be  defired  to  acquaint  gen.  Schuyler,  that  it  is  expected 
his  letters  for  the  future,  be  written  in  a  ftyle  more  Slit- 
able  to  the  dignity  of  the  representative  body  of  thefe 
free  and  independent  ftates,  and  to  his  own  character  as 
their  officer  -.—Refolved,  That  it  is  altogether  improper 
id  inconfiftentwith  the  dignity  of  this  congrefs,  to  in- 
terfere in  difputes  fubfifting  among  the  officers  of  the 
1  my,  which  ought  to  be  fettled,  unlefs  they  can  be 
otherwife  accommodated,  in  a  court  martial,  agreeable 
ro  the  rules  of  the  army ;  and  that  the  exprefiion  in  gen. 
Schuyler's  letter  of  the  fourth  of  February—"  That 
he  confidently  expected  congrefs  would  have  done  him 

that  juftice,  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  givc3  and 
*  vv'hich 
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which  he  humbly  conceives  they  ought  to  have  donecc*777« 
,-were  to  fay  the  leaft,  ill-advifed  and  highly  indecent." 

"  Refolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  informed,  that  24, 
it  never  was  the  intention  of  congrefs,  that  he  mould 
be  bound  by  the  majority  of  voices  in  a  council  of  war 
contrary  to  his  own  judgment : — That  the  commander 
in  chief  in  every  department  be  made  acquainted,  that 
though  he  may  confult  the  general  officers  under  him, 
yet  he  is  not  bound  by  their  opinion  ;  but  ought  finally 
to  direct  every  meafure  according  to  his  ow7n  judgment." 

In  the  month  of  January,  gen.  Howe  difcharged  all 
the  privates,  who  were  prifoners  in  New  York.  Great 
complaints  are  made  of  the  horrid  uiage  the  Americans 
met  with  after  they  were  captured.  The  garriibn  of 
Fort  Wafhington  furrendered  by  capitulation  to  gen. 
Howe  the  16th  of  November.  The  terms  were,  that 
the  fort  mould  be  furrendered,  the  troops  be  coniidered 
prifoners  of  war,  and  that  the  American  officers  mould 
keep  their  baggage  and  fide  arms.  Thefe  articles  were 
figned  and  afterward  publiihed  in  the  New  York  papers. 
Major  Otho  Holland  Williams,  of  Rawlings's  rifle  re- 
giment, in  doing  his  duty  that  day,  unfortunately  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  haughty,  imperious 
deportment  of  the  officers,  and  the  infblent  fcurrility  of 
the  foldiers  of  the  Britifh  army,  foon  difpclled  his  hopes 
of  being  treated  with  lenity.  Many  of  the  American 
officers  were  plundered  of  their  baggage,  and  robbed  of 
their  fide  arms,  hats,  cockades,  &c.  and  otherwife  grofsly 
ill-treated.  He  and  three  companions  were  (on  the 
third  day)  put  on  board  the  Baltic-merchant,  an  hofpi- 
tal  fhip,  then  lying  in  the  Sound.  The  wretchednefs 
of  his  fituation  was  in  feme  degree  alleviated,  by  a  fmall 

pittance 
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1777.  Prance  of  pork  and  parfhip,  which  a  good-natured 
failor  fpared  him  from  his  own  mefs.  The  fourth  day 
of  their  captivity,  Rawlings,  Hanfon,  M'Intire  and  him- 
(elf,  all  wounded  officers,  were  put  into  one  common 
dirt  cart,  and  dragged  through  the  city  of  New  York 
as  objects  of  derifion,  reviled  as  rebels,  and  treated  with 
the  utmoft  contempt.  From  the  cart  they  were  fet  down 
at  the  door  of  an  old  wafte  houle  (the  remains  of  Ham- 
den  Hall)  near  Bridewell,  which,  becaufe  of  the  open- 
nefs  and  filthinefs  of  the  place,  he  had  a  few  months 
before  refufed  as  barracks  for  his  privates  $  but  now  was 
willing  to  accept  for  himielf  and  friends,  in  hopes  of 
finding  an  intermiiTion  of  the  fatigue  and  perfecution 
they  had  perpetually  fnffered.  Some  provifions  were 
iffued  to  the  prifoners  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  what 
quantity  he  could  not  declare,  but  it  was  of  the  worft 
quality  he  ever,  till  then,  faw  made  uie  of.  He  was  in- 
formed the  allowance  confided  of  fix  ounces  of  pork, 
one  pound  of  bifcuit,  and  fome  peas  per  day  for  each 
man,  and  two  buihels  and  a  half  of  fea-coal  per  week 
for  the  officers  to  each  fire-place.  Theie  were  admitted 
on  parole,  and  lived  generally  in  wafre  houfes.  Tk 
privates  in  the  coldeft  feafon  of  the  year  were  clofe  con- 
fined in  churches,  fugar  houfes,  and  other  open  build- 
ings (which  admitted  all  kinds  of  weather)  and  confe- 
quently  were  fubje&ed  to  the  fevered  kind  of  perfecu- 
tion that  ever  unfortunate  captives  differed.  Officers 
were  infulted,  and  often  ftruck  for  attempting  to  afford 
fome  of  the  miferable  privates  a  fmall  relief.  In  about 
three  weeks  he  was  able  to  walk,  and  was  himfelf  a  wit- 
nefs  of  the  extreme  wretchednefs  his  countrymen  of- 
fered.    He  could  not  defcribe  their  miiery.     Their  con- 

ftitudons 
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ftitutions  were  not  equal  to  the  rigor  of  the  treatment  j***; 
they  received,  and  the  coniequence  was  the  death  of 
many  hundreds.  The  officers  were  not  allowed  to  take 
mufter  rolls,  nor  even  to  vifit  their  men,  fo  that  it  was 
impoilible  to  alcertain  the  numbers  that  perifhed ;  but 
from  frequent  reports  and  his  own  obfervations,  he  ve- 
rily believed,  as  weli  as  had  heard  many  officers  give  it 
as  their  opinion,  that  not  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred  pri- 
foners  penlhed  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  that  this  dreadful  mortality  was  prin- 
cipally owing  to  the  want  of  provifions  and  extreme  cold. 
If  they  computed  too  largely,  it  muft  be  afcribed  to  the 
Ihocking  brutal  manner  of  treating  the  dead  bodies,  and 
not  to  any  defire  of  exaggerating  the  account  of  their 
furTerings.  When  the  king's  commiflary  of  prifoners 
intimated  to  fome  of  the  American  officers,  gen.  Howe's 
intention  of  fending  the  privates  home  on  parole,  they 
all  earnefliy  delired  it ;  a  paper  was  figned  expreffing 
that  denre :  the  reafon  for  figning  was,  they  well  knew 
the  effects  of  a  longer  confinement,  and  the  great  num- 
bers that  died  when  on  parole  juftified  their  pretenfions  to 
that  knowledge.  In  January  almofl  all  the  officers  were 
fent  to  Long  I  Hand  on  parole,  and  there  billetted  on 
the  inhabitants  at  two  dollars  per  week  *. 

The  filth  in  the  churches  (in  confequence  of  fluxes) 
was  beyond  defcription.  Seven  dead  have  been  feen  in 
one  of  them,  at  the  fame  time,  lying  among  the  excre- 
ments of  their  bodies.  The  Britlfh  foldiers  were  full  of 
their  low  and  iniukhg  jokes  on  thofe  occafions,  but  lefs 
malignant  than  the  tories.     The  provifion  dealt  out  to 

The  major's  letter  to  col.  Harrifcn,  one  of  gen,  Wafnington's 
foretaries,  after  being  exchanged  for  major  Acland* 

the 
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i777»  the  prifoncrs  was  not  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  life ;  and 
was  deficient  in  quantity,  more  fo  in  quality.  The  bread 
was  loathfome  and  not  fit  to  be  eaten,  and  was  thou&ht 
to  have  been  condemned.  The  allowance  of  meat  was 
trifling,  and  of  the  bafeft  fort.  The  confequence  was 
a  fufpicion  of  a  premeditated  and  fyftematical  plan  to 
deftroy  the  youths  of  the  land,  thereby  to  deter  the 
country.  The  integrity  of  thefe  fuffering  prifoners  v, 
hardly  credible.  Hundreds  fubmitted  to  death,  rather 
than  inlift  in  the  Britifh.  fervice,  which  they  were  mod 
generally  prefied  to  do.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Ame- 
rican officers,  that  Gen.  Howe  perfectly  underftood  the 
condition  of  the  private  foldiers  ;  and  they  from  thence 
argued,  that  it  was  exactly  fuch  as  he  and  his  council  1 
had  devifed.  After  gen.  Wafhington's  fucceis  in  the 
Jerfeys,  die  obduracy  and  malevolence  of  the  royalifb 
fubfided  in  fome  meafure.  The  furviving  prifoners  \vt  - 
ordered  to  be  fent  out  for  an  exchange ;  but  feveral  of 
them  fell  down  dead  in  the  ilreets  while  attempting  to 
walk  to  the  vefieis*. 

General  Washington  wrote  to  gen.  Howe  in  the  be- 
ginning of  April,  "  It  is  a  fact  not  to  be  queftioned, 
that  the  ufage  of  our  prifoners  while  in  your  poiTefiion, 
the  privates  at  leart,  was  fuch  as  could  not  be  juftified. 
This  was  proclaimed  by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all 
who  came  out.  Their  appearance  fanctified  the  afTer- 
tion,  and  melancholy  experience  in  the  ipeedy  death  of 
a  large  part  of  them,  fcamped  it  with  infallible  certain' 
The  cruel  treatment  of  the  prifoners  being  the  iubject 

*  See  col.  Allen's  pamphlets,  and  alfo  the  hon.  William  Henry 
Drayton's  publication  at  Philadelphia,  Ocl.  24,  1778,  addreflcd  to 
the  commifnoners  Carliile,  Clinton,  and  Eden,  /■ 
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of  converfation  among  fome  officers,  captured  by  Sir  Guy  '7771 
Carleton,  gen.  Parfons,  who  was  of  the  company,  faid 
«  I  am  very  glad  of  it."  They  expreffed  their  afto- 
nifhtnent,  and  defired  him  to  explain  himfelf.  He  thus 
addreffed  them,  tc  You  have  been  taken  by  gen.  Carleton, 
and  he  has  ufed  you  with  great  humanity,  would  you 
be  inclined  to  right  againft  him  r"  The  anfwer  was, 
No.  "  So,"  added  Parfons,  <c  would  it  have  been,  had 
the  troops  taken  by  Howe  been  treated  in  like  manner : 
but  now  through  this  cruelty  we  fhall  get  another  army." 
The  honorable  William  Smith  efq;  *  now  at  Haver- 
ftraw,  learning  how  the  Britifh  ufed  the  prifoners,  and 
concluding  it  would  operate  to  that  end  by  enraging  the 
Americans,  applied  to  the  committee  of  the  New  York 
ftate,  for  leave  to  £0  into  the  citv,  and  remonftratc 
with  the  Britifh  upon  fuch  cruel  treatment,  which  he 
doubted  not  but  that  he  fhould  put  a  flop  to.  The 
committee  however,  either  from  knowing  what  effect 
the  cruelties  would  have  in  ftrengthening  the  oppofition 
to  Britain,  or  from  jealoufies  of  his  being,  in  fome  other 
way,  of  differvice  to  the  American  caufe,  or  from  thefe 
united,  would  not  grant  his  requefc.  Gen.  Gates  has 
been  repeatedly  heard  to  fay  to  the  following  purport — 
"  Had  gen.  Howe  feen  to  it,  that  the  prifoners,  and 
Jerfey  inhabitants,  when  fubdued,  were  treated  with  as 
much  humanity  and  kindnefs  as  Sir  Guy  Carleton  ex- 
crcifed  toward  his  prifoners,  it  would  have  been  all  up 
with  the  Americans." 

The  congrefs  commiffioners  for  treating  with  the  In- 
dians of  the  fix  nations,  and  their  brethren  on  the  Suf- 
quehanna,  have  had  repeated  meetings  with  them.  They 

*  Since  appointed  chief  juftice  of  Canada* 

had 
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lin-  had  one  the  laft  Auguft  at  the  German  Flatts  j  when 
Adam,  an  Oghuaga  Sachem,  made  mention  of  the  line 
that  was  fettled  between  the  Indians  and  whites  at  the 
treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix ;  and  obferved,  that  by  the  agree- 
ment  the  whites  were  not  to  encroach  upon  their  lands ; 
but  that  of  late  fome  of  the  white  people  had  made  en. 
croachments  by  furveying  their  hunting  grounds,  clofe 
up  to  their  habitations.  He  defired  the  comrnifiioners 
to  confider  it,  and  hoped  for  redrefs.  They  affured  the 
Indians,  that  the  great  council  at  Philadelphia  would 
effectually  put  a  {lop  to  fuch  wicked  practices,  and  pu- 
nifh  every  perfon  that  mould  offend  againfl  their  orders. 
"  If  any  perfons  (fay  they)  fhall  come  upon  your  lands, 
we  defire  you  will  immediately  bring  them  to  the  mini- 
fter,  that  he  may  write  down  their  names  and  inform  us 
of  it,  and  then  we  fhall  immediately  proceed  againfl 
them.  Brothers,  yon  may  all  reft  affured,  that  no  white 
people  will  be  fuffered  to  pafs  the  line  fettled  at  Fort 
Stanwix  j  for  although  that  agreement  was  made  with 
the  king,  yet  as  you  are  fatisfied  with  it,  we  fhall  take 
care  that  it  is  complied  with."  Since  then,  fome  of  the 
Indians  have  complained  of  a  number  of  people,  who 
have  gone  over  the  line,  and  fettled  on  the  weft  branch 
of  the  Sufquehanna,  contrary  to  the  Fort  Stanwix  treaty; 
and  threatened  they  would  not  fuffer  them  to  ftay.  The 
people  have  not  any  legal  claim  to  the  ground  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commiffioners ;  who  fuppofe  that  col. 
Butler,  upon  coming  to  Niagara,  feized  upon  this  affair 
as  a  fit  inftrument  to  foment  a  difference.  But  the  dif- 
ference, it  is  hoped,  will  be  prevented  by  a  late  treaty 
at  Eafton,  which  ended  February  the  fixth  to  mutual 

fatisfaftion.     The  commiffioners  fay,  "  We  remember 

the 
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the  agreement  at  Fort  Stanwix.  Our  people  ought  not  1777. 
to  have  bought,  and  your  people  not  to  have  fold  lands 
contrary  to  the  former  agreement.  We  blame  both. 
We  will  tell  this  matter  to  congrefs,  who  will  inquire, 
and  not  fufFer  the  old  agreement  to  be  broken  by  any 
of  their  people*  They  will  call  the  intruders  back,  and 
do  Uriel:  juftice  to  both  fides."  The  Indians  feemingly 
mean  to  adhere  fteadily  to  their  engagements  of  neu- 
trality ;  and  abfolutely  proteft  againft  either  the  enemy 
marching  through  their  country  by  way  of  Niagara,  to 
attack  the  united  dates ;  or  the  army  of  the  latter  march- 
ing  that  way  to  attack  their  enemy. 

The  Americans  were  not  in  readinefs  to  begin  their 
naval  hoflilities  at  a  diftance  from  their  own  coafts  till 
late  in  the  laft  year.  That  circumftancc  however,  was 
of  no  great  difadvantage,  by  reafon  of  an  unexpected 
occurrence.  The  difcovery  of  an  intended  confpiracy 
among  the  negroes  of  Jamaica,  detained  the  fleet  till  af- 
ter the  cuftomary  time  of  failing.  Through  this  deten- 
tion, it  failed  at  a  feafon  that  was  accompanied  with 
much  tempeftuous  weather,  which  fcattered  the  fhips, 
and  expofed  them  to  fuch  American  cruifers,  as  lay  in 
wait  for  them  in  the  latitudes  through  which  they  were 
to  pafs  in  their  voyage  homeward.  The  confequence 
was,  that  many  of  them  were  taken  by  the  American 
privateers.  The  trade  from  the  other  iilands  fuffered 
proportion  ably ;  fo  that  by  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  Bri- 
tilh  lofs  in  captures,  exclufive  of  tranfports  and  govern- 
ment ftore-fhips,  was  confiderably  higher  than  a  million 
fterling.  The  privateers  were  at  no  difficulty  as  to  the 
difpofal  of  their  prizes.  The  ports  or1  France  and  Spain, 
efpecially  the  firft,  were  open  to  them,  both  in  Europe, 

Vol.  II,  F  £  and 
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and  in  their  American  dominions.  In  the  laft  the  cap. 
tors  fold  them  openly,  without  any  colour  of  difguiie. 
On  remonflrances  from  the  Britifh  court,  a  little  more 
decorum  was  obferved  in  Europe,  and  a  check  given 
to  the  avowed  file  of  them ;  for  a  while  thev  were  obli&ed 
to  quit  the  harbours,  and  were  purchafed  at  the  entrance, 
or  in  the  offing.  But  in  the  Weil  India  I  (lands  the 
real  inclinations  of  the  French  were  undifguifed.  Thej 
not  only  purchafed  the  prizes  as  fail  as  they  could  be 
brought  into  port :  they  moreover  fitted  out  privateers, 
under  American  colours  and  commirTions,  and  with  a 
few  American  teamen  on  board  (at  times  probably  not 
any)  carried  on  a  war  upon  the  Britifh  commerce. 

Though  many  have  been  the  captures  made  by  the 
fhips  and  armed  veffels  of  the  Britifh  navy,  they  have 
not  counterbalanced,  either  in  number  or  value,  thofe 
taken  by  the  Americans  from  Great  Britain.  Several 
of  them  indeed  were  laden  with  flour,  and  other  articles 
for  the  trade  of  the  Weil  Indies ;  and  fb  proved  a  timely 
relief  to  the  Britifh  iflands,  which  were  ruffering  much, 
through  the  deprivation  they  lay  under,  of  thofe  various 
fnpplies  with  which  they  had  been  before  furnifhed-from 
the  American  continent. 

The  minirrerialifls  at  New  York    v/ill  undoubtedly 

amufe  the  nation  with  accounts  of  the  thoufands,  who 

have  formed  themfelves  into  military  corps  under  the 

aufpices  of  gen.  Sir  William  Howe,  as  he  is  now  to  be 

ftilett  from  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  for  his  fo< 

cefs  on  Long  I  Hand.     But  when  the  campaign  comes 

to  be  opened  by  Sir  William,  you  will  find  that  they 

are   reduced  to  hundreds ;  and  that  the  acquifition  W 

ftrength  derived  from  the  country,  whatever  flattering 

appear- 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION,  435 

appearance  it  may  have  upon  paper,  is  no  wife  anfwer-  I?77# 
able  to  the  report.  Gov.  Tryon  may  parade  in  black 
and  white  before  lord  George  Germain,  with  his  two 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy  inhabitants  of  New 
York,  who  have  qualified  by  taking  an  oath  of  allegi* 
ance  and  fidelity  to  his  majefty.  By  the  aid  of  the 
mayor,  he  may  increafe  them  to  three  thoufand  and 
twenty.  He  may  add  thofe  attefted  on  Staten  ifland  and 
elfewhere,  and  make  the  whole  amount  to  five  thoufand 
fix  hundred  men.  He  may  alfo  tell  of  the  loyal  inha- 
bitants of  Queen's  county,  who  have  received  eight 
hundred  Hand  of  arms,  with  demonftrations  of  joy,  and 
with  a  profefTed  refolution  to  ufe  them  in  defence  of  the 
ifland  *.  But  the  fervice  they  will  be  of  to  government* 
in  the  great  American  conteft,  will  be  next  to  nought. 

The  Georgia  reprefentatives,  met  in  convention,  una-* 
nimoufly  agreed  in  a  conilitution  for  that  ftate,  on  the 
5th  of  February. 
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LETTER      IX. 

London j  June  J,   1777. 
'riend  G. 

\yTR.  Sayer   fued  lord  Rochford,    in  the   court  of*77& 
**-**  Common  Pleas,    about  this  time  twelvemonth, 
for  illegal  imprifonment  -,  the  jury  granted  him  a  thou- 

*  See  his  letter  publiftied  in  the  Gazette,   and  in  the  Remem- 
brancer, vol.  V.  p.  1 01. 
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1776.  fand  pound  damages,  fubjett  to  the  opinion  of  the 
court  upon  a  point  of  law.  Thus  ended  an  affair,  which 
in  the  commencement  occafioned  a  great  buftle  anion;; 
trie  people. 

An  unaccountable  indifference  pofTefTed  the   nation, 
through  the  laft  fummer.     When  at  length  the  Ameri- 
can cruifers,  not  only  fcoured  the  Atlantic,  but  fpread- 
ing  over  the  European  feas,  brought  alarm  and  hoft: 
to  our  doors — when   the  deftruction  which  befell  the 
homeward  bound  richly  laden  Weft  India  fleets,  poured 
equal  ruin  upon  the  planters  in  the  iftands,  and  the  mer- 
chants at  home — even  in  that  (late  of  public  lofs 
private  diftrefs,  an  unufual  phlegm  prevailed,  and  the 
fame  tranquil  countenance  was  preferved,  by  thofe  v 
had  not  yet  partaken  of  the  calamity. 

Adminiftration  had  acquired  fuch  an  appearance  of 
liability,  as  feemed  to  render  them,  for  fome  confider- 
able  time  to  come,  fuperior  to  the  frowns  of  fortune, 
Supported  by  an  irrefiftible  majority  in  parliament,  they 
were  already  armed  with  every  power,  which  they  were 
capable  of  defiring  for  the  eftablifhment  of  their  Ame- 
rican fyfteiru  But  the  conduct  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards gave  them  juft  caufe  of  alarm.  The  French  and 
Spanifh  miniftry  not  only  connived  at  the  encourage 
ment  given  to  the  American  privateers,  but  filled  1 
ports  of  both  kingdoms,  with  fuch  indications  as  de- 
noted that  objects  of  fir  higher  and  more  dangerous 
importance  were  in  contemplation.  The  naval  prepa- 
rations carried  on  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  became  tf 
length  fo  formidable,  that  fixteen  Britifh  fhips  of  d* 

f$/  line  were  fuddenly  put  into  commifiionj  and  theww 

methods  taken  for  manning  them,  by  a  very  hot  une 

petfei 


AMERICAN      REVOLUTION.  4J7 

peeled  prefc,  and  the  opening  of  houfes  of  rendezvous  x77& 
for  fuch  feamen,  as  would  enter  voluntarily  upon  the 
proffered  bounty.     Some  days  after,  a  proclamation  was 
irTued  for  a  general  faft  through  England  and  Wales,  to 
be  obferved  the  13th  of  December  following. 

The  news  of  gen.  Howe's  fuccefs  on  Long  Ifland, 
gave  the  highefl  fatisfaction  to  adminiftration,  and  the 
ftrongeft  hopes  of  the  moft  decifive  good  confequences. 
The  melTenger  of  the  operations  had  been  but  two 
days  in  London,  before  a  title  and  badge  of  honor  was 
bellowed  upon  the  general. 

On  the  lad  of  October  the  fefTlon  of  parliament  was  3l» 
opened.  The  royal  fpeech  feemed  to  breathe  indigna* 
tion  and  refentment  againfl  the  people  of  America  -,  and 
the  receipt  of  aiTurances  of  amity  from  the  feveral  courts 
of  Europe  was  ftill  acknowledged.  When  the  addrefs 
of  the  honfe  of  commons  in  anfwer  to  it  was  produced, 
an  amendment  was  moved  for  by  lord  John  Cavendifh, 
and  fupported  by  a  fpeech  perhaps  the  moll  remarkable 
of  any  that  had  been  delivered  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  troubles,  for  the  freedom  and  pointednefs  with 
which  it  was  exprelTed.  It  entered  into  a  comprehend 
five  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  refpect- 
ing  America ;  and  reproached  them  with  the  purfuit  of 
fchemes  formed  for  the  reduction  and  chaftifement  of  a 
party,  fuppofed  to  eonfift  of  fome  inconfiderate  and  fac  - 
tious  men,  but  which  had,  in  the  iiTue,  driven  thirteen 
large  colonies  into  an  open  and  armed  refiftance,  Every 
aft  of  parliament,  it  laid,  propofed  as  a  mean  of  pro* 
curing  peace  and  fubmifiion,  had  proved,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  new  caufe  of  oppofition  and  hoftility.  The  na- 
tion was  now  almofl  inextricably  involved  xn  a  bloody 
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1 7?£-  and  expenfive  civil  war,    which  threatened  to  exhaufr. 
the  ftrength  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  and  to  lay  them 
open  to  the  moft  deplorable  calamities.     No  hearing 
had  been  given  to  the  reiterated  petitions  of  the  colo- 
nies,  nor  any  ground    laid    for    a   reconciliation,  the 
commiffioners  nominated  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring 
peace,  not  being  fumimed  with  fufficient  powers  to  brino- 
about  fo  defirable  an  end.     It  obferved,  that  it  muft 
have  been  expected,  that  the  American  feamen  and  fifher- 
men,  being  indifcriminately  prohibited  from  the  peace- 
able exercife  of   their  occupations  and  declared  open 
enemies,  would  betake  themfelves  to  plunder,  and  wreak 
their  vengeance  on   the   commerce  of  Great  Britain. 
After  a  variety  of  other  obfervations,  it  concluded  with 
declaring — "  We  mould  look  with  the  utmoft  fhame 
and  horror,  upon  any  events  that  would  tend  to  break 
the  fpirit  of  any  part  of  the  Britifh  nation,  and  to  b 
them  to  an  abject,  unconditional  fubmiflion  to  any  power 
whatfoever ;  to  annihilate  their  liberties,  and  to  fubdue 
them  to  fervile  principles  and  paffive  habits,  by  the  force 
of  foreign  mercenary  arms ;  becaufe  amidfl  the  exceffes 
and  abufes  which  have  happened,  we  muit  refpect  the 
feint  and  principles  operating  in  thefe  commotions.  Our 
willi  is  to  regulate,  not  to  deftroy  them  ;  for  though  dif- 
fering iH  fome  circumftances,  thofe  very  principles  evi- 
dently bear  fo  exact  an  analogy  with  thofe  which  fupporr 
the  moft  valuable  part  of  our  own  conflitution,  that  1 
is  frhpoffible,  with  any  appearance  of  juflice,  to  think 
of  wholly  extirpating  them  by  the  fword,  in  any  part  < 
the  Britifh  dominions,  without  admitting  confequences, 
and  eftablifhlng  precedents  the  moft  dangerous  to  the 

liberties  of  this  kingdom/'     Debates  pro  and  con  fuc- 

ceeded, 
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needed.     It  was  the  fame  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  where  ll"fi* 
the  royal  fpeech  underwent  a  no  lefs  fevere  fcrutiny. 
Since  the  declaration  of  independence,  the  debates  in 
parliament  are  lefs  interefting  to  the  Americans  than  for- 
merly, brevity  in  the  account  of  them  will  therefore  be 
moll  acceptable.      The   oppofition  faid — cc  What  can 
minifters  mean  by  afTurances  of  friendly  and  pacific  fen- 
timents  from   abroad  ?   Poor  politicians  rnuft  they  be, 
who  depend  upon  fuch  afTurances,  in  the  beft  of  times, 
from  thofe  quarters  whence  they  now  come.  Old  grudges 
are  not  fo  eafily  forgotten ;  and  this  nation  has  every- 
thing to  apprehend  from  thofe  to  whom  it  has  done  fo 
much  miichief  in  the  laft  war.     Refentment  and  ambi- 
tion will  go  hand  in  hand  upon  this  occafion,  and  will 
not  lofe  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  revenge,  as  that  which 
is  opened  by  this  fatal  quarrel  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies.      The  preparations  of  thofe  powers 
who  fpeak  fo  friendly  a  language  are  no  fecret;  their 
partiality  to  the  Americans  Ihows  their  intentions  to  this 
country ;  their  encouragement  to  the  privateers,  which 
are  capturing  the  Britifh  merchantmen,  is  a  fufficient 
earneft  of  the  defigns  that  are  uppermoft  in  their  coun- 
cils, and  is  but  a  prelude  to  what  we  are  to  expect,  as 
foon  as  circumftances  have  brought  their  plans  to  ma- 
turity.    A  war  with  the  whole  houfe  of  Bourbon,  and 
perhaps  with  other  powers,  will  be  the  inevitable  confe- 
quence  of  continuing  hoflilities  in  America ;  but  fuch  a 
war  at  prefent,  will  no  longer  refemble  thofe  we  have 
formerly  waged  with  the  princes  of  that  family.     Pow- 
erful as  they  were  at  that  time,  they  will  (till  be  much 
more  formidable  now  that  the  ftrength  of  America  will 
be  thrown  into  their  fcale.     It  is  a  forrowful>  but  a  true 

F  f  4  reflec* 
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J776»  reflection,  that  one  half  of  the  Britifh  nation,  is  become 
an  inftrurnent  in  the  hands  of  our  natural  enemies,  with 
which  moil  efTe&ually  to  diftrefs  the  other.  Impelled 
by  thefe  cogent  reafons,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  who 
feels  them,  to  oppofe  an  addrefs,  approving  of  meafures 
which  mufl,  if  perfifted  in,  terminate  in  calamities,  that 
will  give  fuch  deadly  wounds  to  Britain,  as  may  prove 
incurable,  and  bring  her  to  fuch  a  flate  of  debility,  aa 
will,  from  one  of  the  firft  powers  in  the  world,  reduce 
her  to  hold  but  a  fecondary  rank  among  the  European 
nations." 

Adminiftration  urged  in  favor  of  the  addrefs—"  No- 
thing is  recommended  by  it,  that  tends  to  opprefs  the 
Americans :  no  more  is  required  of  them  than  a  return 
to  the  fame  obedience,  which  every  other  fubjeft  is 
bound  to  pay,  Is  it  confrftent  with  the  wifdom  of  the 
nation,  to  throw  away  the  fruits  of  the  infinite  cares  and 
expences  it  has  bellowed  upon  the  colonies,  while  anv 
hope  remains  of  reclaiming  them  from  their  defection? 
To  give  them  up,  will  be  to  refign  the  wealth,  the 
ilrength,  and  the  importance  of  Great  Britain:  thefe  are 
evidently  at  flake  in  the  prefent  conteil :  ihould  the  illue 
of  it  be  contrary  to  what  is  hoped  by  all  well  wilhers 
to  their  country,  its  fall  and  degradation  will  be  the  ne- 
ceiTary  confequence.  The  feafon  for  arguing  is  over, 
The  Americans  have  bid  us  defiance,  and  are  become 
our  enemies :  the  fword  is  therefore  to  decide :  it  is  now 
to  be  feen,  whether  we  can  reduce  them  to  obedience  by 
Superior  force.  It  is  time  to  arTert  our  national  dignity 
and  fupremacy  -,  we  are  in  full  ilrength  and  vigor  s  tht 
refources  of  the  country  are  far  from  being  exhadW 
fhey  cannot  be  employed  upon  a  more  critical  and  ne- 
'  ceffary 
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ceffary  occafion  than  the  prefent.  The  fucceffes  of  the  177.6. 
laft  campaign  in  America,  afford  a  well  grounded  pro- 
fpect  of  fettling  affairs  to  our  fatisfaction.  A  fpirited 
profecution  of  the  bufinefs  in  hand  will  fpeedily  conclude 
it.  Much  is  threatened  from  abroad,  and  great  terrors 
are  held  out,  and  we  are  told  that  occafion  will  be  taken 
from  thefe  unhappy  broils,  to  do  Great  Britain  irre- 
parable damage.  But  the  prudence  of  government  has 
fully  obviated  thefe  objections.  A  fufficient  force  is 
preparing  to  face  all  dangers  at  home ;  and  the  prolpe- 
rity  of  our  arms  abroad  has,  it  is  well  known,  cafl  a 
damp  on  all  the  partifans  of  the  Americans  throughout 
Europe.  However  well  they  may  wifh  them,  the  moft 
inveterate  of  our  foes  will  not  venture  to  engage  in  fb 
diftant  a  quarrel,  until  they  fee  better  figns  of  its  termi- 
nating to  the  advantage  of  our  opponents.  We  are 
now  in  the  career  of  victory ;  and  it  will  betray  weak- 
nefs  to  be  driven  out  of  it  by  mere  apprehenfions.  The 
people  at  large  are  now  greatly  alienated  from  the  Ame- 
ricans :  however  they  might  once  have  been  inclined  to 
favor  them,  they  are  full  of  refentment  at  their  late 
conduct.  The  declaration  of  independence  has  entirely 
altered  their  opinion  of  the  colonifts." 

The  conclufion  of  the  debates  was,  the  carrying  of 
the  addrefs  in  the  houfe  of  lords  by  91  votes  to  26 ; 
and  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by  232  to  83.  The  de- 
claration of  independence  loft  the  Americans  many  ad- 
vocates j  but  the  great  bulk  of  thofe  who  had  hitherto 
cfpoufed  their  caufe,  dreaded  the  fuccefs  of  minifterial 
rneafbres  againft  them,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  the 
danger  which  would  refult  from  it  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country.     They  were  therefore,  before  and  after  the 

8  opening 
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1 776»  opening  of  the  fefEon,  indefatigable  in  reprefenting  the 
neceffity  of  putting  an  end  to  a  difpute,  which  they 
oonfidered  as  ruinous  in  every  fhape,  whether  the  Britiih 
arms  did  or  did  not  prevail. 
Nov.  A  motion  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by  lord 
6*  John  Cavendifh,  for  a  revifal  of  all  thofe  acls  by  which 
the*  colonies  thought  themfelves  aggrieved.  It  was 
grounded  on  a  paragraph  in  the  declaration  of  the  com- 
miflioners  given  at  New  York,  the  19th  of  September, 
in  which  mention  is  made  of  (C  the  king's  being  moil 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  concur  in  the  revifal  of  all  acts  by 
which  his  fubjects  in  the  colonies  may  think  themfelves 
aggrieved."  The  motion  was  oppofed  with  great 
warmth ;  and  in  the  fequel  of  the  debate,  it  was  ailerted 
by  miniflry,  that  until  congrefs  had  refcinded  the  de- 
claration of  independence,  no  treaty  could  be  entered 
into  with  America.  Such  an  aiTertion  was  feverely  cen- 
fured  by  oppofition,  as  being  no  lefs  than  a  denuncia- 
tion of  war,  and  all  its  calamities,  unlefs  the  Americans 
implicitly  admitted  the  principal  point  in  litigation, 
without  any  preliminary  flipulation.  The  motion  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  109  to  47.  This  rejection 
exafperated  the  minority  fo  violently,  that  a  part  of  them 
avowedly  withdrew  whenever  any  queftions  relating  to 
America  were  propofed,  and  from  this  period  left  the 
houfe  to  the  full  and  undiflurbed  poffefiion  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

They  juftified  this  fecefTion,  by  alleging,  that  an  at- 
tendance on  thefe  matters  was  nugatory ;  the  weight  < 
numbers  was  irrcfiftible,  and  baffled  all  arguments,    It 
was  a  degrading  office  alway  to  contend  with  a  certainty 

of  being  defeated.     There  was  a  time  when  reafoning 

was 
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Wasliftened  to,  and  had  its  due  influence;  but  as  expe-  *776* 
rience  had  fhown,  that  time  was  no  more,  it  was  wifer 
to  acquiefce  in  filence,  than  to  undergo  the  fatigue  of 
a  fruitlefs  oppofition.  The  feafon  was  not  yet  come  for 
the  nation  to  be  undeceived.  It  was  the  interefl  of  fo 
many  to  continue  the  deception,  that  it  would  laft  till 
an  accumulation  of  calamities  had  opprefied  the  public 
(0  as  to  be  felt  by  all  degrees.  Such  amazing  numbers 
were  benefited  by  the  meafures  of  mimftry,  that  till  de- 
feats, difappointments,  and  lofTes  of  every  kind,  had 
difabled  them  from  purfuing  their  fchemes  any  longer, 
they  were  fure  of  a  ready  fupport  from  thofe  whom  they 
employed  in  their  execution.  For  thefe  reafons  they 
judged  it  necerTary  to  refafe  their  prefence  to  tranfaclions 
which  they  difapproved,  and  could  not  hinder:  but 
whenever  they  perceived  that  adverfity  had,  as  ufual, 
opened  the  eyes  of  men,  they  would  then  come  forth 
anew,  and  endeavour,  if  pcfiVole,  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  it  was  not  at  prefent  in  their  power  to  prevent. 

The  ftrength  of  miniflry  was  now  fo  decifive,  that  *777* 
whatever  was  propofed,  was  immediately  approved,  and 
carried  without  any  oppofition  or  debate. 

A  bill  was  brought  in  for  granting  letters  of  marque 
and  reprifals  againit  the  Americans.  This  was  followed 
by  another  to  empower  the  crown  to  fecure  fuch  perfons 
as  were  accufed,  or  fufpecled  of  high  treafon  (com- 
mitted either  in  America  or  at  fea)  or  of  piracy.  By 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  they  were  liable  to  be  detained 
in  cuftody  without  bail  or  trial,  while  the  law  continued 
in  force :  it  was  referved  folely  to  the  privy  council,  to 
admit  them  to  either.     His  majeiiy  was  alfo  empowered 

I  by 
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1777.  by  warrant,  to  appoint  one  or  more  places  of  confine- 
ment  within  the  realm,  for  the  cuftody  of  fuch  prifoncrs. 

This  bill  fpread  a  general  alarm  through  the  metro- 
polis ;  and  a  petition  was  prefented  by  the  city  againft 
it,  condemning  the  meafures  propofed  in  it,  as  violent 
and  unconditional,  fubverfive  of  the  facred  and  fun- 
damental rights  of  the  people,  fubjecting  them  to  the 
moil  cruel  oppreflion  and  bondage,  and  introdu&ive  of 
every  fpecies  of  mifchief  and  confufion.  The  petition 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table ;  but  probably  made 
way  for  the  introduction  of  a  provifional  claufe,  enacting 
ce  that  no  offences  fhall  be  conflrued  to  be  piracy  within 
the  meaning  of  the  acl,  except  a6h  of  felony  com- 
mitted on  the  mips  and  goods  of  his  majefty's  fubje&s 
by  perfons  on  the  high  feas," 

The  bill  however,  did  not  pafs  without  oppofition  and 
fevere  animadverfion.  It  was  faid,  that  it  armed  mi- 
nifters  with  an  unconflitutional  and  dangerous  power. 
A  mere  pretended  fufpicion  or  foolifh  credulity,  in  a 
mercenary  tool  of  a  minifterial  magiftrate,  might  render 
the  inhabitants  of  above  half  the  empire  liable  to  impri- 
fonment  without  bail  or  mainprife.  It  did  not  require 
an  oath,  nor  that  the  parties  mould  be  heard  in  their 
own  juflification,  nor  confronted  with  the  witnefies,  nor 
that  two  witnefies  mould  be  deemed  neceffary  for  the 
colourable  ground  of  a  commitment.  The  few  who  op- 
pofed  it,  contended  that  no  lawful  or  obvious  reafon 
fubfiiled  for  inverting  the  crown  with  fo  unufual  a  power. 
Such  an  extraordinary  meafure  could  only  be  tolerated 
in  cafes  of  great  domeftic  danger,  when  the  realm  or 
conftitution  were  immediately  threatened  j  but  neither 

cf 
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of  thefe  could  be  pleaded  in  the  prefent  inftance.     After  I777* 
a  long  debate,  the  bill  paffed  by  a  majority  of  195  to 
43.     The  oppofition  would  have  been  ilronger,  but  the 
feceding  party  would  not  afford  their  afliilance. 

"  Before  this  acl,  every  man  putting  his  foot  on 
Englifh  ground,  every  ftranger,  even  a  negro  (lave,  be- 
came as  free  as  every  other  man  who  breathed  the  fame 
air  with  him.  As  things  now  Hand,  every  man  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  every  inhabitant  of  three  unoffending  pro- 
vinces on  the  American  continent,  every  perfon  coming 
from  the  Eaft  Indies,  every  gentleman  who  has  travelled 
for  his  health  or  education,  every  mariner  who  has  navi- 
gated the  feas,  is,  for  no  other  offence,  under  a  tempo- 
rary profcription  *." 

The  two  bills  received  the  royal  aiTent  on  the  third  of  Mar. 
March.       '  * 

Toward  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  and  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent,  much  confufion,  apprehenfion, 
and  fufpicion,  was  excited  by  the  machinery  of  a  wretched 
enthufiaft  and  incendiary,  fince  well  known  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  John  the  Painter,  but  whofe  real  name  was 
James  Aitken,  born  at  Edinburgh  and  bred  a  painter — 
a  moil  profligate  and  abandoned  villain. 

After  having  committed  the  moil  atrocious  crimes,  he 
fhipped  himfelf  off  for  America,  where  he  continued 
about  two  years,  and  from  whence  he  returned  in  March 
1775.  The  violence  of  the  language  and  fentiments 
then  held  in  political  matters,  by  the  people  among  whom 
he  lived,  gave  birth  to  that  enthufiaftic  madnefs,  which 
afterward  became  fo  dangerous.  Under  its  baneful  in- 
fluence he  returned  to  England  with  the  moil  dreadful 

*  Mr,  Edm,  Burke's  letter  to  the  (heriffs  of  Briftol. 

antipathy 
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3777. antipathy  to  the  government  and  nation;  and  adopted 
the  defign  of  fubverting,  in  his  own  (ingle  perfon,  that 
power  which  he  fo  much  abhorred,  by  fetting  fire  to  the 
dock-yards,  and  burning  the  principal  trading  cities  and 
towns,  with  their  fliipping  of  whatfoever  fort,  fo  far  as 
it  could  poflibly  be  done.     He  conftructed  fire-works 
machines  and  combuftibles  for   the  purpofe,  but  was 
ftrangely  unfuccefsful  in  all  his   attempts.     Owing  to 
this  failure  in  his  machines,  the  nation  was  providentially 
faved   from  receiving  feme  dreadful,    or   irretrievable 
ihock.     He  however  fucceeded  in  fetting  fire  to  the 
rope-houfe  in  the  yard  at  Portfmouth,  the  beginning  of 
laft  December.  The  next  month,  while  party  and  political 
difunion  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  of  Briftol,  he 
attempted,  firft  to  burn  the  fhipping,  and  afterward  the 
city.     He  fucceeded  only  fo  far  as  to  fet  fire  to  fomc 
warehoufes  near  the  key,  fix  or  feven  of  which  were 
confumed.     He  was  foon  after  his  departure  from  Briftol 
taken  up  on  fome  fufpicious  circumftances ;  and  being 
circumvented  by  one  Baldwin  another  painter,  the  whole 
fcene  of  iniquity  was  brought  to  light.     Baldwin  pre- 
tended to  fympathize  with  him  under  his  misfortunes, 
and  to  hold  principles  fimilar  to  his  own;  and  often 
vifited  him,  till  he  at  length  obtained  his  confidence  and 
drew  from  him  the  hiftory  of  his   crimes.     He  told 
Baldwin,  that  he  had  been  in  France,  and  feen  Mr.  Silas 
Deane,  who  had  given  him  fome  money;  had  encouraged 
him  to  fet  fire  to  the  dock-yards  at  Portfmouth,  Ply- 
mouth, &c.  as  the  belt  means  of  diftrefling  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  had  promifed  to  reward  him  according  to  the 
fervice  he  fhould  do  to  the  American  caufe.     He  laid, 

that  Deane,  as  an  earneft  of  what  fhould  follow,  had 

given 
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given  him  a  recommendation  to,  and  bills  upon  a  mer-  x777- 
chant  in  London,  to  the  amount  of  300 1.  which  how- 
ever he  had  found  it  neceflary  to  burn  to  prevent  a  dif- 
covery ;  and  that  in  confequence  of  this  encouragement 
he  procured  a  pafsport  from  the  French  king.  He  was 
condemned  at  Winchefter  arises,  and  executed  at  Ports- 
mouth dock-gate  the  tenth  of  March,  and  then  hung 
in  chains.  While  he  lay  at  Winchefter  after  condemna- 
tion, and  before  being  taken  away  to  execution,  he  de- 
nied his  having  recommendations  and  bills,  and  burning 
the  fame.  It  was  while  working  at  Titchfield  in  Hamp- 
(hire,  that  he  conceived  the  idea  of  fetting  fire  to  the 
dock  yards.  He  then  went,  as  he  faid,  to  France,  and 
applied  to  Mr.  Deane,  who  told  him,  that  when  the 
work  was  done  he  fhould  be  rewarded.  He  added,  that 
on  his  return,  and  after  fetting  fire  to  the  rope-yard  at 
Portfmouth,  he  went  to  London  and  waited  on  Doctor 
Bancroft,  to  whom  he  had  a  verbal  recommendation 
from  Mr.  Deane,  but  that  the  doctor  gave  him  no 
countenance,  and  did  not  approve  of  his  conduct. 

When  gen.  Lee's  capture  came  to  be  known  by  the 
gazette  of  February  the  twenty-fifth,  the  rejoicing  in 
Great  Britain  on  the  occafion  was  great.  Perfonal  ani- 
mofities  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  triumph  and  ex- 
ultation it  produced.  But  the  fame  gazette  furnifhed 
more  than  a  counterpoife  to  the  joy,  in  the  accounts  it 
contained  of  gen.  Washington's  fucceifes  at  Trenton  and 
Princeton. 

The  name  of  Lee  reminds  me  of  Mr.  Arthur  Lee. 
The  latter  received  timely  notice  of  the  acts  of  congrefs, 
fo  as  to  withdraw  and  get  to  Paris  a  few  days  after  Dr. 
Franklin's  arrival,     While  in  England  he  was  particu- 
larly 
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*777*  larly  commiflioned  by  a  certain  body,  and  that  under 
every  facred  promife  of  fecrefy,  to  make  difcoveries  and 
tranfmit  them  to  America  i  he  was  alfo  perfonally  con- 
fulted  by  Monfieur  Caron  de  Beaurnarchais  upon  a  pro- 
ject, which  the  latter  had  formed,  of  eftablifhinga  com* 
mercial  houfe,  fufflciently  powerful  and  fpirited,  to  ha- 
Sard  the  rifks  of  the  fea  and  enemy  in  carrying  ftores 
and  merchandife  for  the  American  troops*  A  correfpon- 
dence  was  afterward  opened  between  them :  and  on  the 
2.1ft  of  June  1776,  Mr.  Lee,  under  the  name  of  M 
Johnfton,  wrote  in  cyphers  to  Mr.  Beaurnarchais,  that 
the  army  of  Great  Britain  in  America  would  confift  of 
forty  thoufand  men,  and  their  fleet  of  a  hundred  fhips, 
and  but  two  only  of  feventy-four  guns.  He  advifed  the 
difpatching  fecretly  ten  large  fhips  of  war  to  the  Cape 
or  Martinico ;  and  their  joining  the  American  fleet, 
fcouring  the  American  coaft,  and  deftroying  the  whole 
Britilh  fleet  difperfed  as  it  would  be,  upon  which  fuccefs 
the  land  army  could  be  eafily  defeated.  cc  By  this 
{broke,"  fays  he,  "  the  Englifh  fleet  will  be  mortally 
wounded.  Do  you  fear  that  this  will  kindle  a  war  be- 
tween  the  two  nations  ?  But  how  will  England  be  able 
to  fupport  a  war  without  fleets,  without  colonies,  with- 
out feamen,  without  refources  ?  On  the  contrary,  if  you 
fuffer  America  to  fall  again  under  the  dominion  of  Eng- 
land, the  latter  will  be  for  ever  invincible."  If  ^ 
propofal  was  communicated  to  the  French  minilter,  I 
was  adjudged  too  venturous  to  be  profecuted.  Though 
France  mud,  for  her  own  intereft,  wifh  to  have  thf 
American  dates  perpetually  feparated  from  Great  1 
tain,  yet  the  court  will  be  cautious  of  rifking  a  rupt 

with  this  country  till  the  profpe&s  of  fuccefs  are  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  encouraging.  This  accounts  for  the  French1 777* 
king's  ifTuing  out,  about  the  month  of  February,  a  pro- 
clamation, prohibiting  the  fale  of  Englifh  prizes,  taken 
by  American  privateers,  in  any  of  the  ports  of  France : 
but  as  the  purchafe  of  them  is  not  prohibited,  and  the 
fale  of  them  only  in  the  ports,  the  Americans  will  find 
no  difficulty  in  diipofing  of  them  to  Frenchmen.  The 
police  of  France  is  fo  well  conftrucled,  that  they  can 
eafily  convey  to  the  extremities  of  the  kingdom,  the 
views  and  fentiments  of  the  court,  and  fecure  a  ready 
compliance  with  them.  It  is  only  for  the  minifter  to 
give  the  farmers-general  his  inftruclions ;  and  for  them, 
through  their  lines  of  connection  with  every  province, 
city,  town  and  village,  to  diftribute  their  directions ;  on 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  mod  diftant  parts  will  think, 
fpeak  and  ad  mechanically,  in  unifon  with  their  betters 
at  Verfailles. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  the  Britifh  ambaflador  at 
the  Hague,  prefented  a  memorial  to  their  high  mighti- 
nefTes  containing  various  complaints ;  and  clofing  with 
an  exprefs  demand  of  a  formal  difavowal  of  the  falute 
by  Fort  George  at  St.  Euflatia,  to  the  American  flag, 
and  of  the  difmifiion  and  immediate  recall  of  the  gover- 
nor ;  followed  by  a  further  declaration,  that  till  that  fa- 
tisfaction  was  given,  they  were  not  to  expect  that  his 
majefty  would  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  amufed  by  mere  af- 
furances,  or  would  delay  one  inftant  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  he  fhould  think  due  to  the  interests  and  dignity 
of  his  crown.  Their  high  mightinefles  difdaining  the 
ipirit  and  manner  of  the  complaint,  pafTed  by  the  am- 
baffador  (Sir  Jofeph  Yorke)  and  alfo  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  and  commanded  their  minifter  at  London,  the 

Vol.  II »  G  g  count 
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J777*  count  de  Walderen,  to  addrefs  himfelf  directly  to  the 
king,  and  to  deliver  their  anfwer  into  his  own  hands ; 
which  was  done  March  the  26th.     They  complained  of 
the  reproaches  contained  in  the  ambaffador's  memorial, 
and  the  menacing  tone  which  reigns   in  it,  {trained  be- 
yond what  ought  to  take  place  between  two  fovereio-n 
and  independent  powers.     They  did  not  difguife  the 
poignant  fenlation  with  which  it  had  imprefled  them. 
They  afterward  mentioned  their  having  ordered  the  go- 
vernor home  to  give  the  neceffary  information  of  what  had 
paffed ;  and  their  refolution  to  difavow  every  act  or  mark 
of  honor  that  actually  intended  in  the  lead  degree  to  re- 
cognife  the  independence  of  the  North  American  colo- 
nies.    On  the  10th  of  April,  lord  Suffolk,  by  letter,  af- 
fured  the  count,  that  his  majeily  accepted  with  iatisfac- 
tion  the  memorial  he  had  addreffed  to  him ;  but  that 
his  majefry  could  not  perceive  in  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke's  me- 
morial, any  thing  contrary  to  what  ought  to  take  place 
between  fovereigns  and  independent  powers  in  the  weighty 
cfircumftances  in  queftion. 

In  February  and  April,  Meflfrs,  Franklin  and  Deane 
fent  to  lord  Stormont,  two  letters  on  the  fubjecls  of 
an  exchange  of  Britim  feainen,  priibners  in  the  hands 
of  the  captain  of  an  American  frigate, '  for  an  equal  num- 
ber of  American  feamen  prifoners  in  England ;  and  of 
the  cruel  treatment  the  American  priibners  meet  with  in 
Europe,  in  being  either  compelled  by  chains,  flripes  and 
Famine,  to  fight  againft  their  friends  and  relations,  or  fent 
to  Africa  and  Afia,  remote  from  all  probability  of  ex- 
change. They  had  for  anfwer— "  The  king's  ambai- 
fad'or  receives  no  applications  from  rebels,  unlefs  'they 

come  to  implore  his  majefty*s  mercy/'  They  pronoun 

-     -    «  it 
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it  an  Indecent  paper,  and  returned  it  for  his  lord  (hip's  1  777* 
more  mature  consideration.     The  news  of  gen.  Clin- 
ton's being  created  a  knight  of  the  Bath,  will  be  no  other- 
wile  important  to  the  Americans,  than  as  a  direction 
how  to  addrefs  him  in  future. 

A  frefh  effort  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  to 
bring  about  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies,  as  they  are  here  flill  called.  The  earl  of 
Chatham  had  been  prevented  of  late,  by  his  advanced 
age  and  infirm  ftate  of  health,  from  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  difputes  of  the  houfe.  But  viewing  with 
concern  the  dangers  which  menaced  the  kingdom,  he 
determined  again  to  come  forth  from  his  retreat,  and 
endeavour  to  influence  the  contending  parties  to  lilten  to 
terms  of  accommodation.  On  the  30th  of  May,  he  May 
entered  the  houfe  wrapped  in  flannel,  and  bearing  a  crutch  3°* 
in  each  hand.  PI  is  lordfhip,  fitting  in  his  place  and 
with  his  head  covered,  delivered  a  fpeech  wherein  he 
explained  the  grounds  of  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
make.  He  recapitulated  and  reprobated  the  meafures 
which  had  been  taken  with  the  Americans,  from  the 
voting  away  of  their  property  without  their  confent,  to 
the  attempting  of  their  conqueft  by  the  aid  of  German 
mercenaries.  He  endeavoured  to  mow  the  abfurdity 
of  relying  longer  on  the  force  of  arms,  and  very  pathe- 
tically prefifed  the  neceflity  of  a  fpeedy  conciliation.  Af- 
ter fpeaking  for  fifty  minutes,  he  moved  for  an  addrefs 
to  the  throne,  cc  mod  humbly  to  advife  his  majefty  to 
take  the  mod  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  for  putting 
a  flop  to  hoftilities  upon  the  only  juft  and  folid  founda- 
tion, namely,  the  removal  of  accumulated  grievances  ; 
and  to  allure  his  majefty,  that  the  houfe  will  enter  upon 

G  g  2  this 
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i  7 77.  this  great  and  neceffary  work  with  cheerfulnefs  anddif- 

patch,  in  order  to  open  to  his  majefty  the  only  means 

of  regaining  the  affection  of  the  Britifh  colonies,  and  of 

leaning  to  Great  Britain  the  commercial  advantages  of 

thole  invaluable  poffefilons ;  fully  perfuaded,  that  to  heal 

and  redrefs  will  be  more  prevalent  over  the  hearts  of 

generous  and  free  born  fubjects,   than   the  rigors  of 

chaftifement  and  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  which  have 

hitherto  ferved  only  to  lharpen  refentments  and  confoli- 

date  union,  and  if  continued,  muft  end  finally  in  dif- 

iblving  all  ties  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies." 

This  brought  on  an  interefting  and  animated  debate, 

which  terminated  in  the  queftion's  being  put,  when  lore 

Chatham's  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  99  to 

a8.     The  miniflry  had  obtained  all  they  wanted  from 

parliament ;  were  confident  in  their  own  conceit,  and  in 

the  fuccefs  of  their  meaiures ;  and  would  attend  to  no 

remonftrances  of  reafon. 

The  general  affembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  In 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  among  many  expreffions  0: 
loyalty  declared,  that,  fenlible  of  their  own  felicity,  they 
obferved  with  concern  the  firft  appearances  of  a  turbu- 
lent and  ungovernable  fpirit  among  the  people  of  North 
America  j  that  they  had  with  aftonifhment  contemplated 
its  alarming  progrefs,  and  beheld  fellow  fubje&s, 
enjoyed  in  common  with  them,  the  bleflings  of  his 
majefty's  mild  adminiftration,  take  up  arms  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  lawful  authority,  difclaim  the  fupremacy  of  * 
Britilh  legiflature,  rejetf:  with  difdain  the  means  of  con- 
ciliation,  and  labor  to  eredt  their  unlawful  confederal 
into  feparate  ftates.      They  then,    with  reverence  a* 

gratitude  to  Divine  Providence,  offer  their  congra 
6  dofl 
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tions  for  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  the  fleets  and  *777* 
armies,  that  have  been  employed  to  oppoie  the  violence 
of  rebellious  fubjecls,  and  to  reclaim  them  to  a  fenfe 
of  their  duty ;  and  conclude  with  acknowledging  it  their 
immediate  duty,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  public  af- 
fairs, to  increafe  their  diligence,  not  only  in  confirming 
the  people  under  their  care  in  fentiments  of  loyalty,  but 
by  inciting  them  to  fuch  reformation  in  their  hearts  and 
lives,  as  will  avert  from  their  country  thofe  judgments 
which  their  iniquities  juftly  deferve. 

His  majefty  went  to  the  houle  of  peers,  and  after  June 
giving  his  royal  affent  to  a  number  of  bills,  clofed  the 
feffion  with  a  fpeech,  which  finifhed  with  faying,  cc  My 
lords  and  gentlemen,  I  trull  in  Divine  Providence,  that 
by  a  well-concerted  and  vigorous  exertion  of  the  great 
force  you  have  put  into  my  hands,  the  operations  of 
this  campaign,  by  fea  and  land,  will  be  blefTed  with  fuch 
fuccefs  as  may  moil:  effectually  tend  to  the  liippreflion 
of  the  rebellion  in  America,  and  to  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  that  conftitutional  obedience  which  all  the  fubjecls  of 
a  free  flate  owe  to  the  authority  of  the  law." 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  a  captain  Cunningham,  in 
a  privateer  fitted  out  from  Dunkirk,  took  and  carried 
into  that  port  the  Britifh  packet  going  to  Holland.  Not 
underftanding  thoroughly  the  bufinefs  on  which  he  was 
fent,  and  being  hurried,  he  was  not  careful  to  fecure  in- 
ftantly,  upon  the  capture  of  the  veffel,  the  packet  in- 
truded with  the  king's  meffenger,  which  he  therefore 
miffed  of;  but  the  mail  v/as  taken  and  forwarded  to  the 
American  Gommiffioners  at  Paris.     Adieu. 

G  g  3  LET. 
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LETTER      X. 


Roxbury,  Otlober  30,  177  \ 

*777»  T>  E  not  furprifed  at  reading,  that  there  is  in  th 
-*-*  United  States,  one  enemy  more  formidable  than 
famine,  peililence  and  the  fword — a  prevailing  corrup- 
tion in  American  hearts,  a  depravity  more  incompatible 
with  their  republican  governments  than  darkneis  with 
light.  Such  languor  and  fupinenefs  reigns  every  where, 
that  they  feem  unable  to  effect,  any  point,  though  c 
fo  important  and  interefting.  In  the  military  depart- 
ment, it  looks  as  if  all  public  fpirit  was  funk  into  the 
means  of  making  money  by  the  fervice,  or  quarreL: 
upon  the  moil:  trivial  points  of  rank.  Did  you  know 
the  pullings  and  haulings,  the  jealoufies  and  emulations 
of  the  military  and  other  gentlemen,  which  come  before 
congrefs,  you  would  be  greatly  confirmed  in  your  ideas  of 
the  famenefs  of  human  nature  in  Britain,  here,  and  every 
where. 

APnl      Congrefs  concluded  upon  the  erection  of  a  monument 
to  the  memory  of  gen.  Warren,  in  the  town  of  Boiton; 


and  another  to  the  memory  of  gen.  Mercer,  in  Frede- 

rickfburg,  in  Virginia ;  and  that  the  eldefl  ion  of  gen. 

Warren,  and  the  youngeit  fon  of  gen.  Mercer,  be  ed 

cated  from  henceforward  at  the  expence  of  the  I 

States.     They  conveyed  in  a  few  words  the  higheft  eulo- 

gium  on  the  characters  and  merits  of  the  deceaied.   A* 

Mercer 
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Mercer  had  a  good  landed  eftate,  die  propriety  of  adopt-  l  111* 
ing  his  younger!  as  the  child  of  the  public  was  obvious. 
Through  inattention,  gen.  Warren,  who  fell  on  Breed's- 
hill,  had  not  been  properly  noted  when  congrefs  parTed 
their  refolve  respecting  gen.  Montgomery  *.  the  propofal 
for  paying  due  refpect  to  the  memory  of  Mercer,  led  to 
the  like  in  regard  to  Warren. 

But  to  advert  to  military  operations.  Gen.  Lincoln 
was  polled  with  only  500  men  fit  for  duty  at  BoundT 
brook,  to  guard  an  extent  of  five  or  fix  miles,  which 
occafioned  their  flanks  being  expofed.  Lord  Comwal- 
lis  formed  the  defign  of  attacking  this  poll,  and  chofe 
the  morning  of  the  13th  for  its  execution.  The  plan  ij, 
was  exceedingly  well  laid,  and  nearly  as  well  executed. 
Gen.  Lincoln  had  expected  a  manoeuvre  of  this  kind, 
and  been  particularly  cautious  againfl  a  furprife.  The 
enemy  however,  through  the  neglect  of  the  patroles, 
crofTed  the  Rariton  juit  above  the  general's  quarters, 
undifcovered  till  they  had  advanced  within  200  yards  of 
him.  At  the  head  of  this  party,  confiding  of  about 
1000  men,  were  generals  Cornwallis  and  Grant.  About 
1000  were  advanced  up  each  fide  of  the  Rariton  to 
Boundbrook,  to  attack  the  Americans  in  front,  where 
the  action  began  nearly  at  the  fame  time  the  others  were 
furrounding  Lincoln's  quarters.  This  happened  between 
day  break  and  fun  rife.  The  general  and  one  of  his  aids 
had  juft  time  to  mount  and  leave  the  houfe  before  it  was 
furrounded.  The  other  aid,  with  the  general's  papers 
and  their  baggage,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  artillery  confifting  of  one  fix  pounder,  and  two  three 
pounders,  were  alio  taken.  Gen.  Lincoln  went  imme- 
diately to  give  directions  to  thofe  engaged  in  front; 

G  g  4  while 
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>777-  while  lord  Cornwallis  flung  a  party  into  the  rear  of  the 
right  of  the  Americans.  Another  party,  from  their  re- 
ferve  body  of  about  2000,  was  flung  over  Boundbrook 
in  the  rear  of  the  left,  with  the  defign  of  encircling  the 
Americans  and  preventing  their  retiring  to  the  neigh- 
bouring mountain.  Lincoln  was  hereby  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  being  either  imprifoned  with  the  whole  party 
in  front,  or  of  patting  between  the  two  columns  of  the 
enemy,  which  had  nearly  clofed.  But  he  effected  his 
paflage  with  the  fmall  lofs  of  not  more  than  60  killed, 
wounded  and  taken.  The  enemy  foon  evacuated  the 
place,  after  destroying  twenty  barrels  of  flour,  a  few 
cafks  of  rum,  and  fome  other  articles. 

Congrefs  are  well  alTured,  that  Sir  William  Howe  had 
the  lad  year  instructions  from  miniftry,  to  fecure  the 
North  River,  and  thereby  to  feparate  the  northern  from 
the  fouthern  ftates.  The  general's  fuccefTes  carried  him 
into  the  Jerfeys,  and  led  him  to  believe,  that  the  bufi- 
nefs  with  the  Americans  was  at  a  clofe,  fo  that  the  North 
River  was  neglected.  Under  a  perfuafion  that  Phila- 
delphia was  the  object  this  year,  congrefs  refolved  upon 
forming  a  carnp  immediately  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the 
Delaware. 

April  The  following  prudential  act  was  paffed — "  Whereas 
the  continental  battalions  are  all  on  a  footing,  liable  to 
the  fame  kind  of  fervices,  and  entitled  to  equal  privi- 
leges ;  Refolved,  That  the  appellations— congrefs's 
own  regiment— general  Washington's  life  guards,  fro- 
given  to  fome  of  them,  are  improper  and  ought  not  to 
he  kept  up ;  and  the  officers  of  the  faid  battalions  are 
required  to  take  notice  hereof,  and  to  conform  them- 

felves  accordingly/* 

«  Refolved, 
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cc  Refolved,  That  the  ftite  of  the  committee  cf  fe-  *777» 

i ") 
cret  ccrrefpondence  be  altered,  and  that  for  the  future 

it  be  ililed — the  committee  of  foreign  affairs ;  that  a 

fecretary  be  appointed  to  the  faid  committee.     Congrefs 

proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  faid  fecretary,  and  the 

ballots  being  taken,  Thomas  Paine  was  elected," — the 

author  of  Common  Senfe. 

"  The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
ducl:  of  the  enemy  reported  :  2g# 

"  That  in  every  place  where  the  enemy  has  been, 
there  are  heavy  complaints  of  opprefTions,  injury  and 
infults  fuffered  by  the  inhabitants  from  officers,  foldiers 
and  Americans  difaffected  to  their  country's  caufe.  The 
committee  found  thefe  complaints  fo  greatly  diverfified, 
that  as  it  was  impoflible  to  enumerate  them,  fo  it  ap- 
peared exceedingly  difficult  to  give  a  diflind  and  com- 
prehenfive  view  of  them,  or  fuch  an  account  as  would 
not,  if  publifhed,  appear  extremely  defective,  when  read 
by  the  unhappy  fufferers  or  the  country  in  general." 

"In  order  however,  in  fome  degree,  to  anfwer  the 
defign  of  their  appointment,  they  determined  to  divide 
the  object  of  their  inquiry  into  four  parts — Firft,  the 
wanton  and  oppreflive  devaflation  of  the  country  and 
deflruction  of  property. — Second,  the  inhuman  treat- 
ment of  thofe  who  were  fo  unhappy  as  to  become  pri- 
soners.— Third,  the  favage  butchery  of  many  who  had 
fubmitted  or  were  incapable  of  refiflance. — Fourth,  the 
luft  and  brutality  of  the  fokliers  in  the  abufing  of  wo* 
jnen." 

<s  They  will  therefore  now  briefly  ftate  what  they 
found  to  be  the  truth  upon  each  of  thefe  heads  feparate^ 
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1777.  tyai  an<^  Subjoin  to  the  whole,  affidavits  and  other  evi- 
dence to  fupport  their  aftertions." 

<c  1.  The  wanton  and  oppreffive  devaflation  of  the 
country  and  deflruction  of  property." 

"  The  whole  trad  of  the  Br.itifh  army  is  marked 
with  deiblation  and  a  wanton  deflru&ion  of  property, 
particularly  through  Weft  Chefier  county  in  the  itate  of 
New  York  ;  the  towns  of  Newark,  Eiizabeth-town, 
Woodbridge,  Brunfwick,  Kingflon,  Princeton,  and  Tren- 
ton, in  New  Jerfey.  The  fences  deftroyed,  the  houfes 
deferted,  pulled  in  pieces  .or  coniumed  by  fire,  and  the 
general  face  of  wafte  .and  devaflation  ipread  over  a  rich 
and  once  well  cultivated  and  well  inhabited  country, 
would  afreet  the  moft  unfeeling  with  melancholy  or  com- 
panion for  the  unhappy  fdfferers,  and  with  indignation 
and  refentment  againft  the  barbarous  ravagers.  It  de- 
ferves  notice,  that  though  there  are  many  inflances  of 
rage  and  vengeance  againft  particular  perfons,  yet  the 
deftruclion  was  very  general  and  often  undiflinguiiried} 
thofe  who  fubmitted  and  took  protections,  and  fome  who 
were  known  to  favor  them,  having  frequently  fuffered 
in  the  common  ruin.  Places  and  things,  which,  from 
their  public  nature  and  general  utility,  fhould  have  been 
ipared  by  a  civilized  people,  have  been  deftroyed,  or 
plundered,  or  both.  But  above  all,  places  of  worfhip, 
minifters  and •  religious  perfons  x>f  fome  particular  pro- 
teflant  denominations,  feem  to  have  been  treated  with 
the  mod  rancorous  hatred,  and  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  higheft  contempt." 

"  1.  The  inhuman  .'treatment  of  thofe  who  were ■  fo 

* 

unhappy  as  to  become  prifoners." 

«  The 
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<c  The  prifoners,  inftead  of  that  humane  treatment  i^7. 
which  thofe  taken  by  the  United  States  experienced, 
were  in  general  treated  with  the  greateft  barbarity.  Many 
of  them  were  near  four  days  kept  without  food  altoge- 
ther. When  they  received  a  fupply,  it  was  both  insuf- 
ficient in  point  of  quantity,  and  often  of  the  worft  kind. 
They  fuffered  the  utmoft  diftrefs  from  cold,  nakednefs 
and  clofe  confinement.  Freemen  and  men  of  fubflance 
fuffered  all  that  a  generous  mind  could  fufler,  from  the 
contempt  and  mockery  of  Britifh  and  foreign  mercena- 
ries. Multitudes  died  in  priibn  j  and  when  others  were 
fent  out,  feveral  died  in  the  boats  while  carrying  a  fliore, 
or  upon  the  road  attempting  to  go  home.  The  com- 
mittee in  the  courfe  of  their  inquiry  learned,  that  fome- 
times  the  common  foldiers  expreiTed  fympathy  with  the 
prifoners,  and  the  foreigners  more  than  the  Englifh. 
But  this  was  feldom  or  never  the  cafe  with  the  officers ; 
nor  have  they  been  able  to  hear  of  any  charitable  afiift- 
ance  given  them  by  the  inhabitants  who  remained  in, 
or  reforted  to  the  city  of  New  York  -3  which  neglect,  if 
univerfal,  they  believe  was  never  known  to  happen  in 
any  fimilar  cafe  in  a  christian  country." 

"  3.  The  favage  butchery  of  thofe  who  had  fubmitted 
and  were  incapable  of  refiHance." 

"  The  committee  found  it  to  be  the  general  opinion 
of  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Princeton  and 
Trenton,  that  the  enemy  the  day  before  the  battle  of 
Princeton  had  determined  to  give  no  quarter.  They 
did  not  however  obtain  any  clear  proof,  that  thtrc  were 
any  general  orders  for  that  purpofe  -,  but  the  treatment 
of  feveral  particular  perfons  at  and  fmce  that  time,  has 

been  of  the  molt  fhocking  kind;  and  gives  too  much 
%  coun- 
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1 777*  countenance  to  the  fnppofition.  Officers  wounded  and 
difablcd,  fome  of  them  of  the  firft  rank,  were  barba- 
roufly  mangled  or  put  to  death.  A  minifter  of  the  o-of- 
pel  in  Trenton,  who  neither  was  nor  had  been  in  arms 
was  maiTacred  in  cold  blood,  though  humbly  fupplicating 
for  mercy" — [Mr.  Rofeburgh  of  the  Forks  of  Delaware.] 

"  4.  The  luft  and  brutality  of  the  foldiers  in  the 
abufing  of  women." 

<c  The  committee  had  authentic  information  of  many 
inftances  of  the  moil  indecent  treatment,  and  actual  ra- 
vilhment  of  married  and  fingle  women ;  but  fuch  is  the 
nature  of  that  moft  irreparable  injury,  that  the  perfons 
fuffering  it,  and  their  relations,  though  perfectly  inno- 
cent, look  upon  it  as  a  kind  of  reproach  to  have  the 
fads  related,  and  their  names  known.  They  have  how- 
ever procured  fome  affidavits,  which  will  be  publifhed 
in  the  appendix.  The  originals  are  lodged  with  the  fe- 
cretary  of  congrefs." 

cc  Some  complaints  were  made  to  the  commanding 
officers  upon  the  fubject,  and  one  affidavit  made  before 
a  juftice  of  peace  -,  but  the  committee  could  not  learn 
that  any  fatisfaction  was  ever  given  or  punifhment  in- 
flicted, except  that  one  foldier  at  Pennington  was  kept 
in  cuftody  for  part  of  a  day." 

"  On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  forry  to  fay,  that 
the  cry  of  barbarity  and  cruelty  is  but  too  well  founded ; 
thofe  who  are  cool  to  the  American  caufe,  have  nothing 
to  oppofe  to  the  facts  but  their  being  incredible,  and 
not  like  what  they  are  pleafed  to  flile,  the  generofity 
and  clemency  of  the  Englifh  nation.  The  committee 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  one  of  the  circumflances  moft 
frequently  occurring  in  the  inquiry,  was  the  opprobrious 

difdainful 
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difdainful  names  given  to  the  Americans;  thefe  do  not  *7?7« 
need  any  proof,  as  they  occur  fo  frequently  in  the  news- 
papers printed  under  their  direction,  and  in  the  inter- 
cepted letters  of  thofe  who  are  officers  and  call  them- 
felves  gentlemen.  It  is  eafy  therefore  to  fee  what  muft 
be  the  conduct  of  a  foldiery  greedy  of  prey,  toward  a 
people  whom  they  have  been  taught  to  look  upon,  not 
as  freemen  defending  their  rights  on  principle,  but  a& 
defperadoes  and  profligates,  who  have  rifen  up  againft 
law  and  order  in  general,  and  wifh  the  fubverfion  of 
fociety  itfelf." 

cc  This  is  the  moil  candid  and  charitable  manner  in 
which  the  committee  can  account  for  the  melancholy 
truths  which  they  have  been  obliged  to  report.  Indeed 
the  fame  deluding  principle  feems  to  govern  perfons  and 
bodies  of  the  highefl  rank  in  Britain :  for  it  is  worthy 
of  notice,  that  not  pamphleteers  only,  but  king  and 
parliament,  conftantly  call  thofe  acts  lenity,  which  on 
their  firft  publication  filled  this  whole  continent  with 
refentment  and  horror." 

cc  Refolved,  That  the  faid  report  be  accepted,  and 
that  the  committee,  who  brought  it  in,  publifh  the  fame 
with  the  affidavits." 

The  royalifts,  or  tories  as  they  are  generally  called,  in 
the  Maryland  counties  of  Somerfet  and  Worcefler, 
became  fo  formidable,  that  an  infurrection  was  dreaded; 
and  it  was  feared,  that  the  infurgents  would  in  fuch  cafe 
be  joined  by  a  number  of  difaffected  perfons  in  the 
county  of  Suffex  in  the  Delaware  (late.  Congrefs,  to 
prevent  the  evil,  recommended  the  apprehenfion,  and  April 
removal  of  all  perfons  of  influence  or  of  defperate  cha-  *Q* 
rafters   within   the  counties  of  Suflex,  Worcefler  and 

Somerfet, 
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*777«  Somerfet,  who  manifefted  a  difaffection  to  the  American 
caufe,  to  fome  remote  place  within  their  refpedtive  fta 
there  to  be  fecured;  and  authorized  the  governor  tf 
Maryland  to  detain  the  weaken:  continental  battalion, 
till  further  orders. 

From  appearances,  the  friends  of  America  had  reafon 
to  believe,  that  the  tories  in  the  New  England  govern- 
ments and  New  York  date  had  alfo  concerted  an  infur- 

APriI  redtion.  Gen.  Gates,  who  had  been  fent  to  command 
in  the  northern  department,  wrote  to  gen.  Fellows— 
rc  The  committee  of  Albany,  alarmed  at  the  amazing 
increafe,  and  plots  of  the  tories  in  this  and  the  Mohawk's 
country,  have  defired  me  to  apply  to  you  and  the  com- 
mittee of  Berkfhire,  to  fend  immediately  a  ftrong  rein* 
forcement  of  militia,  not  lefs  than  a  complete  regiment, 
to  fecure  this  place  (Albany)  and  the  magazines  at  dif- 
ferent polls  between  Albany  and  Lake  George." 

Sir  "William  Howe  having  obtained  intelligence,  that 
the  Americans  had  depofited  large  quantities  of  ftores 
and  provilions  in  D  anbury  and  the  neighbourhood,  or- 
dered an  expedition  to  be  undertaken  for  the  definition 
of  them,  under  the  command  of  gov.  Tryon,  who  had 
accepted  of  the  rank  of  major  general  of  the  provin- 
cials, and  afpired  after  a  military  character.     Sir  Vv  M 
very  prudently  appointed  gen.  Agnew  and  Sir  W ilhai 
Erfkine  to  accompany  him  upon  the  fervice.     A  detach 
ment  of  about  2000  men  pafiTed  through  the  Sound,  un- 
der the  convoy  of  a  proper  naval  armament;  and  land 
ing  between  Fairfield  and  Norwalk,  a  little  before  fun 
fet,  advanced  without  interruption,  and  arrived  the  fol- 
26.     lowing  day,  a  little  after  one  in  the  afternoon,  at  Dan- 
bury,  .about  23  miles  diftant.     The  handful  of  conti- 
nentals 
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nentals  there,  was  obliged  to  evacuate  the  town,  having  xffl* 
previoufly  fecured  a  frriall  part  of  the  ftores,  provifions, 
&c.  The  enemy,  on  their  arrival,  began  burning  and 
deftroying  the  remainder,  together  with  18  houfes,  their 
furniture,  linen,  &c.  which  were  judged,  from  circum- 
ftances,  to  have  been  fingled  out  for  that  purpoie.  In 
one  they  killed  two  elderly  men  and  a  negro,  and  then 
burnt  them  with  the  houfe.  Not  one  of  the  tory  houfes 
was  damaged.  They  deflroyed  atDanbury  1800  barrels 
of  pork  and  beef ;  700  barrels  of  flour;  2000  bufhels 
of  wheat,  rye,  oats  and  Indian  corn  ;  clothing  for  a  whole 
regiment;  and  1700  tents,  which,  through  their  fcarcity, 
were  a  great  lois  to  the  Americans.  To  thefe  rauft  be 
added  about  100  barrels  of  flour,  and  100  hogfheads  of 
rum,  which  met  with  the  fame  fate  upon  the  road  by  which 
they  returned :  thefe  are  the  main  articles  that  were  de- 
ftroyed.  The  burning  of  the  houfes  appears  to  have 
been  unnecelTary,  and  wholly  the  effect  of  malevolence. 
On  the  firft  approach  of  the  Britifh  armament  the 
Country  was  alarmed :  and  early  the  next  morning,  gen. 
Silliman,  with  about  500  militia  (all  that  had  then  col- 
lected) purfued  the  enemy.  He  was  joined  on  his  way 
by  gens.  Woolter  and  Arnold,  and  a  few  more  militia. 
A  heavy  rain  fo  retarded  their  march,  that  they  did  not 
"reach  Bethel  (a  village  two  miles  from  D anbury)  till 
eleven  at  night.  An  attack  on  the  Britifh  was  poft- 
"poned  till  they  fhould  be  upon  their  return.  On  the 
27th  in  the  morning,  the  royal  troops  quitted  Danbury. 
'The  Americans  were  early  in  motion. '  Two  hundred 
"remained  with  gen.-  Woofter :-  and  about  400  were  de- 
tached' under  gens.  Arnold  and  Silliman.  About  nine 
•o'clock  gen.  Woofter  was  informed/1  that  the  enemy  had 


taken 
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»777*  taken  the  road  to  Norwalk,  on  which  he  purfued  them- 
came  up  with,  and  haraffed  their  rear ;  and  took  40  pri- 
foners,  but  was  mortally  wounded.     Gen.  Arnold,  by 
a  forced  march  acrofs  the  country,  reached  Ridgefield 
at  eleven ;  made  a  barricado  on  a  rifing  ground  acrofs 
the  road  5  polled  his  fmall  party  of  500  men  (100  hav- 
ing joined  him)  fo  as  to  have  his  right  flank  covered 
by  a  houfe  and  barn,  and  his  left  by  a  ledge  of  rocks; 
and  thus  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy  ;  who,  upon 
difcovering  the  Americans,  drew  up  and  advanced  in  a 
heavy  column,  extending  themfelves  in  order  to  outflank 
and  furround  them.     They  marched  up,  and  received 
feveral  fires,  which  they  returned  brifkly.     For  ten  mi- 
nutes the  aclion  was  very  warm,  till  they  had  made  a 
lodgment   on  the  rock,    when  a  retreat  was  ordered. 
After  gaining  the  rock,  they  levelled  a  whole  platoon  at 
gen.  Arnold  within  30  yards  ;  and  yet  but  one  ihot  had 
effect,  and  that  killed  his  horfe.     He  had  prefence  of 
mind  to  take  his  piflols,  and  got  fafe  off,  by  mooting  a 
foldier  dead,  who  was  advancing   haflily  to  run  him 
through  with  his  bayonet.     The  Americans  continued 
to  keep  up  a  fcattering  fire  for  the  remaining  part  of  the 
day.     The  Britifh  halted  all  night  at  Ridgefield;  and 
in  the  morning  attempted  to  burn  the  church,  in  which 
was  a  confidcrable  quantity  of  pork  and  wheat,  but  the 
fire  was  extinguifhed  without  having  done  any  material 
damage.     They  however  fired  four  private  houfes  which 

April  were  confumed.     Monday  about  fun  rife,  they  renewed 

their  march ;  but  perceiving  that  Arnold,  with  a  number 

of  men,  was  on  the  road  to  Norwalk,  they  filed  off  to  the 

eaft,  forded  Sagatuck  river,  and  marched  by  the  fide  of 

it  on  a  ridge  of  hills.     The  Americans  kept  on  the  weft 

fide 
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fide  nearly  half  a  mile  from  them.  Each  cannonaded  *777« 
the  other  at  times  very  warmly.  About  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  col.  Deming  and  a  fmall  party  of  con- 
tinental troops,  forded  the  river  up  to  their  middle,  un- 
difcovered  by  the  enemy,  and  fell  on  their  rear  and  left, 
«nd  galled  them  exceedingly.  The  Americans  marched 
on  till  they  got  to  Sagatuck  bridge,  about  two  miles 
from  Campo  of  which  the  enemy  pofTeiTed  themfelves 
after  landing  -,  when  both  being  upon  high  land,  a  furi- 
ous cannonading  enfued,  which  continued  for  fifteen 
minutes.  The  Britilh  then  puflied  on  with  vigor  to 
reach  their  fnipping.  Arnold  with  a  divifion  purfued 
cloiely ;  and  by  a  quick  march  gained  an  eminence  on 
the  right  Rank  of  the  enemy's  rear.  An  incefiant  fire 
of  field  pieces  and  fmall  arms  followed  for  a  fmall 
time,  but  with  little  or  no  execution.  The  Americans 
could  not  purfue  further  without  being  expofed  to  the 
fire  of  the  fhips.  The  van  of  the  Britilh  immediately 
embarked.  The  centre  and  rear  formed  on  the  hilL 
While  the  field  pieces  were  playing  en  the  boats,  col. 
Lamb  of  New  York  advanced  with  a  party  of  200  men 
within  ico  yards  of  the  enemy  on  the  hill,  and  galled 
them  from  behind  a  ftone  wall.  They  in  about  ten 
minutes  fent  a  party  from  their  right  to  flank  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  advanced  another  party  from  their  front, 
who  came  running  down  the  hill  with  great  fury.  Not- 
withstanding  the  fpirked  exertions  of  col.  Lamb,  his 
party  inflantly  retreated  in  great  diforder,  and  were  pur- 
fued to  the  foot  of  the  hill ,  and  not  a  (ingle  man  would 
venture  to  fupport  them.  Thofe  who  were  at  hand, 
fought  their  own  fafety  by  a  ipeedy  flight.  The  remain- 
Vol.  II.  H  h  tk; 
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•'TTT-der  of  the  Britifh  foon  after  embarked  without  further 
xnoleftation. 

Thus  ended  an  affair,  which  reflects  much  honor  on 
gen.  Arnold  for  his  perfonal  bravery;  but  not  much 
upon  gen,  Tryon's  expedition   (if  the  plan  was  his)  as 
the  deftruction  of  American  property  was  not  a  fufficieat 
compenfation  for  the  lofs  which  the  detachment  under 
him  fuftained.     The  enemy  allow  that  the  excurfion  coft 
them   dear;    and   from  various  accounts  and  circum- 
itances,  there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt,  but  they  had  at 
leaflfour  hundred  killed,  wounded  and  taken.     A  great 
number  of  the  Connecticut  militia  affembled;  but  not 
more  dian  6  or  700  of  them  fubjected  themfelves  to 
any  order,  the  reft  were  mere  fpectators :  of  fuch  as  did 
fubject  themfelves,  too  many  behaved  in  a  difgracefi.il 
cowardly  manner.     Their  affembling  however*  and  ex- 
erting  themfelves    as   they  did,    ferved  to  fhow  in  a 
itriking  point  of  view,  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  prevailing  . 
.among  the  people.     The  lofs  of  the  Americans  was 
.about  twenty  men  killed  and  forty  wounded.    Doftor 
..Attwater,    a  gentleman  of  considerable  influence,  was 
among  the  (lain.     Col.  Lamb  received  a  violent  contu- 
sion on  his  back  from  a  grape  fhot,  while  attempting  to 
•rally  his  men.     Gen.  Arnold  was  expofed  at  the  fame 
time,  and  had  his  horle  fhot  through  the  neck.    Gen. 
-Woofter  languished  for  a  few  days  under  the  wound  he 
.had  received,  and  died  on  the  fecond  of  May.    Con-  j 
grefs  reiblved  that  a  monument  mould  be  erected  to  his  ., 
.  memory,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  merit  and  fervices. 
The  general  behaved  with  great  valor,  and  loft  his  lift 
gloriouflv  in  defending  the  liberties  of  America,  at  the 

5  ^ 
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advanced  age  of  feventy.  Proper  notice  was  taken  r777* 
of  general  Arnold,  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  when 
congrefs  refolved,  cc  That  the  quarter- mailer  general  be 
directed  to  procure  a  horfe,  and  prefent  the  fame  pro- 
perly caparifoned,  to  major  gen.  Arnold,  in  the  name 
of  this  congrefs,  as  a  token  of  their  approbation  of  his 
gallant  conduct  in  the  action  againfl  the  enemy  in  their 
late  enterprife  to  D anbury,  in  which  gen.  Arnold  had 
one  horfe  killed  under  him,  and  another  wTounded." 
They  had  chofen  him  major  general  on  the  fecond  of 
May. 

General  Wafhington  concluding  that  a  bridge  which 
the  Britifh  had  been  preparing  at  Brunfwick,  was  in- 
tended for  the  conveying  of  them  acrofs  the  Delaware, 
directed  Mr.  Merfereau  to  procure  the  exact  breadth  of 
the  river  from  Cornel's  ferry  to  the  falls,  that  fo  know- 
ing that  and  the  length  of  the  bridge,  which  he  meant 
to  obtain,  he  might  penetrate  where  it  was  that  they  de- 
figned  to  pafs  over.  Inftead  of  his  army's  gathering 
ftrength,  proportionable  to  the  exigencies  that  exifled, 
he  had  to  complain  of  the  uncommon  prevalency  of  de- 
fertion  in  it.  The  deficiency  in  fome  of  the  corps  which 
joined  him,  from  that  and  other  caufes,  was  almofl  in- 
credible. It  was  the  cafe,  that  too  many  convict  fer- 
vants  were  purchafed  from  their  mafcers  by  the  recruit-* 
ing  officers ;  and  on  fuch  there  could  be  no  reliance. 
The  general  wrote,  "  Nothing  but  a  good  face  and  falfe  May 
appearances  have  enabled  us  hitherto  to  deceive  the 
enemy  refpecting  our  ftrength. " 

•  General  Parfons,  knowing  that  the  Britifh  commifTa- 
ries  had  been  employed  in  procuring  forage,  grain,  and 
Other  neceffaries  for  the  royal  army3  which  were  depofited 
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I777«  at  Sagg  harbour,  projected  a  fcheme  for  deftroying  them; 
and  employed  col.  Meigs  in  executing  it.     The  colonel 
left  New  Haven,  with  his  men  in  thirteen  whale  boats 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  May,  and  proceeded  to  Guilford.    The 
wind  being  high  and  the  fea  rough,  he  could  not  pafs 
the  Sound  till  Friday  the  23d.     He  then  left  Guilford 
at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  with  one  hundred  and 
feventy  men  of  his  detachment,  under  convoy  of  two 
armed  (loops,  and  in  company  with  another  unarmed  to 
bring  off  prifoners,  and  crofled  the  Sound  to  the  north 
branch  of  the  ifland  near  Southhold,  where  he  arrived 
about  fix  in  the  evening,    He  ordered  the  whale  boats, 
with  moft  of  the  men,  over  land  to  the  bay,  where  they 
reirnbarked  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  thirty, 
and  at  about  twelve  o'clock  arrived  fafe  acfofs  the  bay 
(which  feparated  between  the  north  and  fouth  branch  of 
the  ifland)  within  about  four  miles  of  Sagg  harbour: 
the  boats  being  firft  fecured  in  the  wood,  under  the  care 
of  a  guard,  the  colonel  marched  with  the  remaining  de- 
tachment, in  the  greateft  order  and  filence,  and  at  two 
May  o'clock  arrived  at  the  harbour.     The  feveral  divifions 
*«■•     with  fixed  bayonet,  attacked  the  guards  and  pofts  afligned 
them.     The  alarm  foon  became  general,  when  a  fchooner 
of  12  guns  and  70  men  began  a  fire:  the  Americans 
returned  it,  and  fired  the  vefTels  and  forage,  killed  and 
captivated  all  the  foldiers  and  failors,  except  fix  who 
cfcaped  under  cover  of  the  night.     Twelve  brigs  and 
floops  (one  an  armed  vefTel  with  1 2  guns)  about  a  hun- 
dred tons  of  prerTed  hay,  oats,  corn  (meaning  Indian) 
and  other  forage,  ten  hogfheads  of  rum,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  merchandife  were  confumed.     The  colonel 
returned  fafe  with  all  his  men  to  Guilford  by  two  o'clock 
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;n  the  afternoon,  with  ninety  prifoners  (having  in  twenty-  *  7 7 7 » 
five  hours,  by  land  and  water,  tranfported  his  men  full 
ninety  miles)    without  having  a  fingle  man  killed  or 
wounded.     The  enemy  had  fix  killed.     Congrefs  have 
CincQ  ordered  an  elegant  fword  to  be  prefented  to  him. 

General  Washington,  at  length  being  fomewhat  re- 
inforced, quitted  Morritlown  toward  the  end  of  May ; 
and  advancing  within  a  few  miles  of  Brunfwick,  took 
porTeffion  of  the  flrong  country  about  Middle  Brook, 
His  whole  force  however,  prefent  and  fit  for  duty,  in- 
cluding what  were  under  gen.  Sullivan  (who  lay  at  a 
fin  all  diflance  from  him)  with  matroffes  and  one  hun-  juns 
dred  and  eighty  cavalry,  amounted,  on  the  9th  of  June,  9» 
to  no  more  than  7271  *.  He  wrote  on  the  1 2th,  cc  A 
council  of  general  officers  ail  agreed,  that  our  prefent 
army  was  infufficient  to  make  a  proper  refiflance,  or  to 
attack  Howe's  united  force,  or  to  make  an  imprefficri 
upon  him  fnould  he  leave  us  unmolefled,  and  march 
through  the  fiat  country  toward  the  Delaware."  The 
plea  that  Sir  William  Howe  made  for  not  taking  the 
field,  was  the  want  of  tents  and  field  equipage,  which 
were  not  fent  him  in  time. 

The  articles  arriving,  together  with  a  body  of  Anfpa- 
chers,  and  a  number  of  Britiih  and  German  recruits,  he 
paired  over  to  the  Jerfeys,  marched  from  Brunfwick  on 
the  night  of  the  13th,  and  took  the  field.  But  he  was  1$ 
not  attended  with  that  number  of  provincials  which  was 
expected.  <c  Mr.  Oliver  Delancey,  reputed  the  mod 
likely  man  in  New  York  to  induce  the  loyalifts  of  that 
province  to  join  the  king's  troops,  was  appointed  a  bri- 
gadier general,  and  authorized  to  raife  three  battalions, 
*  From  the  general  returns  of  the  army, 
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*777;  to  confift  of  1500  privates.     Every  polTible  effort  was 
ufed  by  him  and  gov.  Tryon,  not  only  in  the  diftricts 
polTeiTcd  by  the  king's  troops,  but  by  employing  perfons 
to  go  through  the  country,  and  invite  the  well-affcfted 
to  come  in.     Several  of  the  officers,  anxious  to  complete 
their  corps,  fought  for  recruits  among  the  prifoners,  and 
ventured  to  hold  out  to  them  the  temptations  of  pay, 
liberty  and  pardon.     Nothwithftanding  all  thefe  efforts 
and  encouragements,  gen.  Delancey  railed  only  597  men." 
- — <c  Mr.  Courtland  Skinner,  who  is  acknowledged  to 
poiTefs  considerable  influence  in  the  Jerfies,  was  alfo  ap- 
pointed a  brigadier  general,  and  authorized  to  raife  live 
battalions,  to  confift.  of  2500  privates.     The  fame  efforts 
were  made  as  for  the  raifing  of  Delancey's  corps,  but 
Skinner's  numbers  amounted  only  to  5 17  *."    No  fooner 
had  gen.  Howe  taken  the  field,  but  the  Jerfey  militia 
turned  out  in  a  very  fpirited  manner,  as  though  deter- 
mined, in  conjunction  with  the  continentals,  to  harafs 
and  oppofe  the  royal  army  on  their  march  through  the 
country.     The  general  came  out  as  light  as  he  could, 
leaving  all  his  baggage,  proviilons,  (except  enough  to 
fubfift  the  troops  two  or  three  days  at  a  time)  boats  and 
bridges  at  Brunfwick ;  which,  in  the  judgment  of  gen. 
Washington,  forcibly  contradicted  the  idea  of  an  expe- 
dition toward  the  Delaware.     Every  appearance  coin- 
cided to  confirm  the  opinion,  that  Howe  intended  in  the 
firft  place  a  ftroke  at  his  army.     The  American  general 
reafoned  thus :  (c  Had  their  derVn  in  the  firft  inftance 

o 

been  to  crofs  the  Delaware,  they  would  probably  have 
made  a  itrict  rapid  march  toward  it,  and  not  have  halted, 
$S  they  have  done,  to  awaken  our  attention,  and  g 

*  Si*  William  Hope's  Narrative,  p.  4^, 
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Ids  time  to  make  every  preparation  for  obftructing  J777r 
them  *."  Of  the  fudden  retreat  of  the  royal  army,  the  t 
general  wrote  on  the  20th,  cc  The  enemy  decamped  the  20. 
night  before  lafr,  and  have  returned  to  their  former 
pofition.  It  appears  to  have  been  in  confequence  of  a 
fudden  refolution,  as  thev  had  raifed  a  chain  of  redoubts 
from  Somerfet  to  Brunfwick,  What  may  have  deter- 
mined j:hem  to  change  their  plan  is  hard  to  tell.  Whe- 
ther alarmed  at  the  animation  among  the  people— dif- 
appointed  in  the  movements  they  may  have  expecled  us 
p  make,  thence  concluding  their  defign  impracticable — 
or  whether  they  may  have  an  operation  in  view  in  fome 
other  quarter,  the  event  mud  mow."  Howe's  front  ex- 
tended to  Somerfet  Court  houfe,  about  nine  miles ;  his 
rear  remained  at  Middle  Bulb,  half  way  between  that 
and  Brunfwick.  Washington  was  encamped  upon  his 
right  flank  (as  he  marched)  at  the  diflance  of  about 
live  miles,  His  troops  were  fo  difpofed  under  Sullivan 
and  hknfelf,  as  to  have  been  capable  of  giving  a  pretty 
fuccefsful  oppofition.  When  the  royal  army  retreated 
back  to  Brunfwick,  they  burnt  and  deflroyed  the  farm 
houfes  upon  the  road,  Their  cruelties  to  the  inhabitants 
were  inexpreffible,  They  ruined  and  defaced  every 
public  edifice,  particularly  thofe  dedicated  to  the  Deity, 
They  removed  their  baggage  to  Amboy,  for  which 
place  they  fet  out  on  the  zzd.  The  evening  before, 
feveral  pieces  of  information,  and  a  variety  of  circum- 
fiances,  made  it  evident  to  the  American  general,  that 
a  move  was  in  agitation,  and  it  was  the  prevailing  opi- 
nion that  it  would  be  the  next  morning.  The  o-eneral 
therefore  detached  three  brigades  under  gen.  Greene,  tcj 
*  General  Washington's  letter  of  June  1 7, 
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ty 77.  fall  upon  the  rear,  and  kept  the  main  body  paraded  to 
fnpport  them,  if  neceffary.  A  party  of  col.  Morgan's 
light  infantry  attacked,  and  drove  the  Heffian  piquet 
about  fan-rife.  The  enemy,  upon  the  appearance  of 
Wayne's  brigade,  and  Morgan's  regiment  oppolite 
Brunfwick,  immediately  croffed  the  bridge  to  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  river,  and  threw  themfelves  into  redoir 
The  Americans  advanced  brifkly  upon  them,  upon 
which  they  quitted  the  redoubts  without  making  oppo- 
fition,  and  retired  by  the  Am  boy  road.  In  the  purfutt, 
col.  Morgan's  riflemen  exchanged  feveral  lharp  fires 
with  the  enemy,  which  did  confiderable  execution. 
From  intelligence  through  various  channels,  there  was 
reafon  to  believe,  that  their  lofs  was  confiderable,  and 
fell  chiefly  on  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  v/ho 
formed  their  covering  party.  Gen.  Howe  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the  whole  of  which  day  \ 
employed  in  removing  the  wounded  foldiers  from  the 
docks  to  the  hofpitais  there,  faid  to  amount  to  fome 
hundreds  *.  One  of  the  American  generals  humoroufly 
wrote  concerning  Sir  William  Howe's  returning  to 
Brunfwick  by  night — cc  General  Howe  remained  five 
days,  and  then  fneakt  off  by  night,  and  it  is  well  he 
did — for  had  he  went  by  day,  we  could  have  done  no- 
thing, but  have  looked  at  him," 

Lieutenant  colonel  Palfrey,  formerly  an  aid-de-camp 
to  gen.  Wafhington,  and  now  paymafler  general,  wrote 
to  his  friend,  c^  I  was  at  Brunfwick  juft  after  the  enemy 
had  left  it.  Never  let  the  Britifh  troops  upbraid  the 
Americans  with  want  of  cleanlinefs,  for  fuch  dog  kennels 
#s  their  huts  were  my  eyes  never  beheld.  Mr.  Burton  3 
J  A  letter  to  gen.  Wafhington,  Remembrancer,  Vol,  V,  p.  269* 
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:  lord  Cornwallis  refided,  flunk  fo  I  could  *777« 
not  bear  to  enter  it.     The  houfes  were  torn  to  pieces, 
and  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  the  foldiers  have  fuffered 
greatly  for  want  of  provifions." 

General  Washington,  upon  the  enemy's  retreat  to  Jun* 
Amboy,  with  the  advice  of  his  general  officers,  moved  24" 
the  whole  army  to  Quibble-town,  that  he  might  be 
nearer  to  the  royal  forces,  and  might  act  according  to 
circum dances.  The  Britiih  general,  after  fending  over 
from  Am  boy  to  Staten  I  (land,  the  heavy  baggage  and 
all  the  encumbrances  of  the  army,  ordered  a  number  of 
the  troops  to  follow;  with  an  intention  of  deceiving  the 
Americans  into  an  opinion,  that  they  had  nothing  more 
to  apprehend  from  that  quarter.  The  troops  returned 
the  evening  of  the  25th,  and  the  next  morning,  the  ge- 
neral advanced  unexpectedly  with  his  whole  army,  in  26- 
two  columns,  from  Amboy.  Gen.  Wafhington  con- 
jectured, that  fo  fudden  a  movement,  was  defigned  either 
to  bring  on  a  general  engagement,  upon  terms  difad- 
vantageous  to  the  Americans  5  or  to  cut  off  their  par- 
ties, and  lord  Stirling's  divifion,  which  had  been  fent 
down  to  fupport  them :  or  to  pofTefs  the  heights  and 
paries  in  the  mountains  on  the  left  of  the  continental 
army.  The  two  lail  were  adjudged  to  be  the  firft  ob- 
ject of  Howe's  attention,  as  his  march  was  rapid  againft 
thefe  parties,  and  indicated  a  ftrong  difpofition  to  gain 
the  paries.  Upon  this,  gen.  Wafhington  judged  it  ab- 
folutely  neceiTary  to  move  his  force  from  the  low  ground 
to  occupy  the  heights  before  the  enemy,  which  was  ef- 
fected with  much  difpatch.  The  enemy  fell  in  with 
fome  of  the  light  parties,  and  a  part  of  lord  Stirling's 
divifion,     His  lordfhip  was  in  no  hurry  to  retreat,  but 

W  Pre- 


#74 

'777»  preferred  engaging  for  a  while,  where 

choice,  for  he  had  nearly  been  cut  off,  by  the  right 
lumn  under  lord  Cornwallis.  He  loft  three  field  pieces 
but  the  lofs  of  men  was  trifling.  The  enemy's  lofs  in 
the  feveral  fkirmifhes  of  the  day,  was  thought  to  be  more 
confiderable  than  that  of  the  Americans.  The  royal  army 
continued  the  purfuit  as  far  as  Weftfield ;  but  the  woods 
and  intenfe  heat  of  the  weather  prevented  its  effect. 
When  the  American  general  had  gained  the  paries,  he 
detached  a  body  of  light  troops  to  watch  their  motions, 
and  afterward  ordered  Morgan's  riflemen  to  join  the  fer, 
vice.  The  Britifh  remained  till  the  next  day  about  three 
in  the  afternoon,  and  then  returned  to  Raway,  and  the 
day  following  to  Amboy.  On  the  30th,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  troops  began  to  crofs  over  to  Sfci 
ten  Ifland,  and  the  rear  guard  paffed  at  two  in  the 
afternoon,  without  the  leaft  appearance  of  an  enemy. 
Thus  they  evacuated  the  Jerfeys,  to  enter  upon  new 
conquefts,  in  hope  of  reducing  the  United  States  to  ufii 
conditional  fubmiflion.  Unlefs  they  can  hold,  when 
they  have  conquered,  they  will  never  accompliih  die  bu«» 
fmefs  affigned  them  by  the  Britifh  miniftry. 

Let  us  leave  gen.  Howe  engaged  in  embarking  his 
army  from  Staten  I  (land,  and  preparing  for  fome  grand 
expedition ;  that  we  may  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the 
northern  department. 

Gen.  Schuyler  prefented  a  memorial  to  congrefs,  ex- 
plaining the  expreffions  in  his  letter  which  had  given  them 
offence.  They  refolved,on  the  8  th  of  May,  that  the  expla- 
nation was  fatisfaclory,  and  that  now  they  entertained  the 
fame  favorable  fentiments  concerning  him,  which  they 
entertained  before  that  letter  was  received.    This  feern$ 
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to  have  been  defignedly  preparative  to  what  followed  a  177-; 
fortnight  after,  when  it  was  refolved,  "  That  Albany, 
Tyconderoga,  Fort  Stanwix,  and  their  dependencies, 
be  henceforward  confidered  as  forming  the  northern  de- 
partment :  That  major  gen.  Schuyler  be  directed  forth- 
with to  proceed  to  the  northern  department,  and  take 
the  command  there."  It  was  faid,  that  he  was  the  only 
Jingle  man  who  could  keep  the  New  York  fubjects  united 
againft  the  common  enemy,  and  that  his  prefence  was 
abfolutely  necefTary  for  their  immediate  fuccour  and  fer- 
vice,  as  well  as  that  of  the  United  States  clofely  con- 
nected therewith.  The  New  England  delegates,  the 
prefident  excepted,  oppofed  his  being  directed  to  take 
the  command,  as  it  fuperfeded  general  Gates.  But 
they  were  obliged  to  yield  to  numbers,  at  a  time  when 
unluckily  fome  men  were  abfent,  who  would  otherwife 
have  turned  the  fcale.  The  choice  of  gen.  Schuyler 
caufed  great  boaftmg,  though  there  were  only  five  flates 
out  of  eleven  in  favor  of  the  meafure,  the  others  were 
either  againft  it,  or  could  not  vote  for  want  of  the  re- 
quifite  number  of  delegates,  or  their  being  equally  di- 
vided. There  is  what  numbers  deem  a  New  York  party 
in  congrefs  -,  whofe  proceedings  have  in  fome  inftances 
been  myfterious.  An  abfolute  order  for  relinquishing 
the  weftern  lines  and  Tyconderoga  was  pumed  for,  be- 
fore the  choice  of  Schuyler,  but  did  not  prevail :  how- 
ever it  was  refolved,  that  gen.  Gates  mould  be  empow-* 
ered  to  abandon  Tyconderoga  at  pleafure. 

It  was  incumbent  on  the  flates  of  New  Hampdire, 
MafFachufetts  in  particular,  and  Connecticut,  to  f  (h 
the  troops  necefTary  for  the   defence  of  the   n<  n 

jpoffc;  but  a  ftrange  remiffhefs  prevailed,  greatly  :    -a 
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f  777*  an  expectation  that  Tyconderoga  would  not  be  attack- 
ed. The  Maffachufetts  general  court  learning  that  this 
was  the  opinion  of  the  commander  in  chief,  neglected 
forwarding  their  quota  of  men.  Reports  (occafioned 
probably  by  the  arts  of  the  enemy)  were  fpread  that  the 
troops  in  Canada  were  to  join  gen.  Howe.  Members 
of  congrefs  were  deceived  by  them,  fo  that  gen.  Gates, 
after  he  had  taken  the  command,  wrote,  that  he  had 
the  ftrongefl:  affurances  from  congrefs,  that  the  king's 
troops  were  all  ordered  round,  by  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence to  New  York,  leaving  only  a  fufficient  number 
to  garrlfon  their  forts.  Gates  eftimated,  that  for  the  de- 
fence of  Ty  and  its  dependencies,  11,700  continental?, 
befide  the  aid  of  the  militia,  would  be  wanted.  Schuy- 
ler afterward  eftimated  them  at  10,000,  but  then  he 
thought  the  lines  at  Mount  Independence  not  one  halt' 
fo  extenfive  as  he  found  them. 

The  Britifh  operations  againft  this  department,  were 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  gen.  Burgoyne.  The  force  al- 
lotted to  them,  confirming  of  Britifh  and  German  troops, 
amounted  to  more  than  7000  men,  exclufive  of  the 
artillery  corps.  Of  thefe,  the  Germans,  moftly  Bruni- 
wickers,  exceeded  3200.  Arms  and  accoutrements  were 
amply  provided  to  fupply  thofe  royalifls,  who  were  ex- 
pected to  join  the  army,  as  foon  as  it  penetrated  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States.  A  powerful  brafs  train 
of  artillery  was  furnifhed,  probably  the  fineft,  and  the 
moil:  excellently  fupplied  as  to  officers  and  private  men, 
that  had  ever  been  allotted  to  fecond  the  operations  of 
any  army,  not  exceeding  the  prefent  in  number.  Be- 
fide the  regular  forces,  feveral  tribes  of  Indians  were 
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induced  to  come  into  the  field.  It  has  been  generally  f»»»j 
fuppofed,  that  Carleton's  fcruples  upon  the  point  of  em- 
ploying them,  were  by  no  means  acceptable  to  miniftry. 
They  were  confidered  as  a  principal  member  of  the  force 
deftined  to  the  profecution  of  the  northern  war ;  and 
the  governor  of  Canada  was  accordingly  enjoined  to  life 
his  utmoft  influence  in  bringing  them  forward  in  fupport 
of  it.  In  the  execution  of  the  propofed  operations,  gen, 
Burgoyne  was  feconded  by  able  and  excellent  officers, 
gen.  Phillips  of  the  artillery,  gens.  Frazer,  Powel  and 
Hamilton,  with  the  Brunfwick  generals,  Baron  Reide- 
fel  and  gen.  Specht.  The  army  was,  in  every  refpecl, 
in  the  beft  condition  :  the  troops  were  in  the  higheft 
fpirits,  admirably  difciplined,  and  uncommonly  healthy* 
Col.  St.  Leger  was  detached  by  way  of  Ofwego  to  make 
a  diverlion  on  the  Mohawk  River.  He  had  220  men 
from  the  eighth  and  thirty-fourth  regiments,  Sir  John 
Johnfon's  corps  of  New  Yorkers  lately  raifed,  fome 
Hanau  chaffeurs,  a  company  of  Canadians,  and  a  party 
of  Indians,  befide  the  expectation  of  being  joined  by  a 
much  larger  number.  His  force  did  not  probably  ex- 
ceed 80c  men.  The  main  army  under  gen.  Burgoyne 
proceeded  up  Lake  Champlain,  landed  and  encamped 
at  no  great  diftance  from  Crown  Point,  where  he  met 
the  Indians  in  congrefs,  and  afterward  in  compliance 
with  their  cuftoms,  gave  them  a  war  feaft.  He  made 
a  fpeech  to  them,  calculated  to  excite  their  ardor  in  June 
the  common  cafe,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  reprefs  their 
barbarity.  He  enjoined  it  upon  them,  that  they  fhould 
only  kill  thofe  who  oppofed  them  in  arms  ;  that  old  men, 
Women,  children  and  prifoners,  fhould  be  held  facred 
from  the  knife  or  hatchet,  even  in  the  heat  of  actual 

con- 
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*777'  conflict;  that  they  mould  only  fc alp  thofe  whom  they 
had  (lain  in  fair  oppofition  ;  but  that  under  no  pretence 
fhould  they  fcalp  the  wounded,  or  even  dying,  much 
lefs  kill  perfons  in  that  condition.  They  were  promifed 
a  compenfation  for  prifoners,  but  informed  that  thev 
fhould  be  called  to  account  for  fcalps.  Four  days  before 
this  fpeech,  gen.  Schuyler  arrived  at  Ty  -,  but  did  not 
find  the  port,  in  fo  good  a  Hate  of  defence  as  he  expect- 
ed. He  imagined,  that  the  propofed  obftructions  (which 
had  been  ordered  by  congrefs  the  laft  December,  and 
which  had  been  backed  by  his  order  given  in  February, 
and  repeated  the  fifth  of  June)  would  have  been  com- 
pleted, or  at  leaft  confiderably  more  advanced.  That 
they  were  carried  on  with  no  more  difpatch,  was  imputed 
greatly  to  the  late  arrival  of  fuch  troops,  as  could  be 
brought  to  work  with  fpirit ;  to  artificers  not  coming 
by  the  time  they  were  ordered;  and  to  a  want  of  work- 
ing cattle.  Gen.  St.  Clair  would  before  this  have  called 
in  the  militia,  but  for  the  ftate  of  his  magazine  j  which 
made  him  apprehend,  that  ihould  they  come  in  fad, 
they  might  eat  him  out,  before  the  arrival  either  of  the 
enemy  or  a  fupply. 

June  General  Burgoyne  iffiied  out  a  proclamation,  meant 
to  fpread  terror  among  thofe  Americans,  who  avowedly 
profeiTed  themfelves  the  friends  of  congreflional  mea- 
fures ;  and  efpecially  to  excite  in  them  a  fear  of  the  In- 
dians, whofe  number  was  magnified,  and  eagernefs  to 
be  let  loofe  on  their  prey  defcribed  with  uncommon 
energy.  Protection  and  fecurity,  clogged  with  condi- 
tions, were  held  out  to  the  peaceable,  who  continued 
in  their  habitations.     All  the  outrages  of  war,  arrayed 

in  their  molt  terrific  forms,  were  denounced  againft  thole 
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who  perfevered  in  their  hollility.     But  the  people  at  large  17771 
were  fo  far  from  being  frightened,  that  they  diverted 
themfelves  with  the  proclamation,  as  a  complete  model 
of  pompofity. 

General  St.  Clair  hoped,  that  the  enemy  would  have 
aflaulted  him  -,  and  depended  on  that  for  rendering  his 
fmall  garrifon  ferviceable  to  his  country,  as  he  was  per- 
fuaded  that  his  troops  were  brave  3  and,  in  cafe  of  an 
arTault,  would  have  given  a  good  account  of  the  alfail- 
ants.  But  the  moment  he  was  informed  of  Burgoyne's 
numbers,  and  faw  that  a  regular  fiege  was  meant,  he  was 
certain  that  the  effectual  defence  of  the  polls  was  hripof- 
iible.  The  old  French  lines  at  Ty  had  been  flrengthened 
.with  additional  works.  There  were  other  polls  with 
works  and  blockhoufes  toward  Lake  George.  Oppofite 
Ty,  on  the  eallern  more  of  the  inlet  by  which  the  wa- 
ters from  Lake  George  empty  themfelves  into  Lake 
■Champlain,  a  high  circular  hill,  alias  Mount  Indepen- 
dence, was  llrongly  fortified.  Thefe  two  polls  were 
joined  by  a  floating  bridge,  below  which  a  flight  boom 
was  thrown  acrofs  the  lake,  and  large  caiToons  were  funk 
above,  but  this  arduous  work  for  obflru cling  the  navi- 
gation was  not  completed.  Inflead  of  a  full  complement 
of  troops,  to  man  the  extenfive  lines  and  defend  the  nu- 
merous works,  the  whole  force  con  filled  only  of  2546 
continentals,  befide  900  militia,  badly  equipped  and  worfe 
armed,  particularly  in  the  article  of  bayonets,  which' 
.not  above  one  in  ten  had.  The  fmallnefs  of  the  gar- 
rifon would  not  admit  of  their  pofTelTing  themfelves  of 
Sugar-hill  alias  Mount  Defiance,  which  by  its  height  and 
proximity  had  fuch  an  entire  command  both  ot  Ty  and 
.Mount  Independence,  that  an  enemy  might  from  thence 
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•'777*  have  counted  their  very  numbers,  and  enfiladed  everv 
part  of  their  works,  as  had  been  difcovered  months  be- 
fore upon  trial,  when  a  cannon  had  been  drawn  up  and 
fired  from  the  top  of  it. 

On  the  near  approach  of  the  right  wing  of  the  royal 

July  army  upon  the  Tyconderoga  fide,  the  Americans  aban- 
doned their  works  toward  Lake  George,  and  left  gen. 
Phillips  to  poflefs  the  advantageous  poft  of  Mount  Hope, 
without  making  any  refiftance,  which  muft  have  been 
ineffectual,  and  could  have  anfwered  no  good  purpofe. 
That  apparent  fupinenefs  and  want  of  vigor  with  which 
they  were  chargeable,  was  not  occafioned  by  cowardice, 
«r  incapacity,  but  actual  imbecility.  Gen.  Burgoyne's 
troops  proceeded  with  much  expedition,  in  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  their  works,  the  bringing  up  of  artillery,  ftores 
and  provifions,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  their  polls.  Bui 
what  gave  the  greater!:  alarm  was,  the  very  rapid  pro- 
grefs  they  made  in  clearing  a  road,  and  getting  artillery 
on  Sugar  Hill.  When  once  they  had  erected  a  barter; 
on  this  height,  only  a  few  hours  more  would  have  been 
required  to  have  invefted  the  Americans  on  all  fides, 
which  might  have  been  effected  by  occupying  the  ground 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  Lake  Champlain  below  Mount  Inde- 
pendence, where  the  pafs  from  the  lake  to  Eaft  Crew 
is  very  narrow.  The  fame  reafon  which  prevented  g 
St.  Clair's  calling  in  the  militia,  when  the  royal  army 
was  at  a  diftance,  prevailed  when  they  drew  nearer. 
Having  received  intelligence  by  fpies,  that  in  twenty- 
four  hours  the  inveftiture  would  be  completed,  when  he 
fhould  be  cut  off  from  all  poffibility  of  fuccour,  gen. 
Schuyler  not  having  force  fufficient  at  fort  Edward  to 

relieve  him,  he  determined  to  evacuate  his  polls,  though 

he 
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he  knew  it  would  produce  fuch  altonifhment  as  had  not  1777* 
happened  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war.     If  he 
was  fenfible  at  the  time,  that  fhould  he  remain  there,  he 
would  fave  his  character  but  lofe  the  army  ;  w7hereas 
did  he  go  off,  he  mould  fave  the  army  but  lofe  his  cha- 
racter i  and  did  he   courageoufly  conclude  upon  iacri- 
ficing  the  lad  to  the  caufe  in  which  he  was  engaged,  he., 
deferves  the  warmcft    commendations.      A  council  of 
war  was  called,  and  it  was  unanimoufly  concluded  upon 
to  evacuate  as  foon   as  poffible.     The  general  by  eva- 
cuating intended  to  throw  his  troops  between  the  coun- 
try and  the  royal  army,  that  the  militia  might  have  a 
body  to  collect  to,  whereas  Burgoyne  would   otherwife 
be   at  liberty  to  purfue  his  operations  without  any  ob- 
ftacle.     Proper  meafures  were  immediately  taken  for 
effecting   the    evacuation.     Orders  were  given  to  the 
troops  to  take  with  them,  before  they  left  the  ground, 
eight  days  proviiion,  lufficient  to  have  carried  them  to 
the  North  River  had  they  purfued  the  route  intended. 
The  general  meant  to  pufh  for  Skeenfborough,  and  there 
to  have  met  the  200  boats  and  5  armed  gallies,  on  board 
of  which  were  embarked  at  night  as  much  cannon,  ftores 
and  provifions  as  time  would  permit.     The  officer  in 
the  Jerfey  redoubt  was  to   continue  firing  his  cannon 
every  half  hour,  toward  the  battery  the  enemy  were  erect- 
ing oppofite  to  him  till  further  orders,  that  there  might 
be  no  fufpicion  of  the  manoeuvres  going  forward.     All 
the  cannon  that  could  not  be  removed  were  to  be  fpiked 
up,  and  many  were.     The  knocking  off  of  the  trunnions 
was  omitted,  as  it  might  alarm  the  enemy.     Previous 
to  ftriking  the  tents  every  light  was  to  be  put  out.  Though 
the  evacuation  was  refolved  upon  about  three  in  the  af- 
Vol.JI.  I  i  ternoon, 
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iflj.ttvnoon,  it  could  not  be  carried  into  execution  till  night; 
and  it  was  at  a  feafon  when  the  nights  were  at  the  fhorteft, 
arid  when  it  was  moon  light.  The  neceffity  of  keeping 
the  matter  a  fecret  until  the  very  moment,  prevented 
any  preparatory  fteps  to  expedite  the  bufinefs.  Hence 
difficulties  arofe,  which  occalloned  fome  irregularities  in 
the  different  embarkations,  and  made  it  impoflible  to 
prevent  all  diforder.  But  for  want  of  gen.  Fermoy's 
circulating  proper  orders  in  feafon  to  his  brigade,  and 
of  due  attention  on  his  part,  every  thing  appeared  in  the 
greateft  confufion  on  Mount  Independence. 

July  At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  St.  Clair  left  Tycon- 
deroga.  About  three,  the  troops  were  put  in  motion 
for  the  evacuation  of  the  Mount,  but  Ferrnoy  having 
-fet  fire  to  his  houfe  (contrary  to  pofitive  orders)  the 
whole  Mount  was  enlightened  by  it,  fo  that  the  enemy 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  every  movement,  which 
damped  the  fpirits  ot  the  Americans,  and  induced  them 
to  pufh  off  in  a  dilbrderly  manner*  Col.  Francis  brought 
oft  the  rear  guard  in  good  order  about  four  o'clock. 
Many  regiments  after  a  while  recovered  from  their  con- 
fufion through  the  exertions  of  St.  Clair.  Upon  the 
army's  arriving  at  Hubbardton,  they  v/ere  halted  for 
near  two  hours.  The  rear  guard  was  increafed  by  many 
who  at  firft  did  not  belong  to  it,  but  were  picked  up, 
through  an  inability  of  keeping  up  with  their  regiments. 
Moil  of  the  ftragglers  and  rear  guard  having  joined, 
the  army  was  again  put  in  motion.  The  rear  guaru 
was  here  given  to  col.  Warner,  with  orders  to  follow 
as  foon  as  the  whole  came  up,  and.  to  halt  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  Short  of  the  main  body  (which  was  to  con- 
tinue that  night  at  Caftleton,  about  fix  miles  from  Hub- 

fcardton) 
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bardton)  and  to  march  in  die  morning  by  four,  and  join  17774 
it.  Caflleton  is  thirty  miles  from  Ty,  and  twelve  from 
Skeenfborough.  Col.  Warner>  with  the  rear  giiard  and 
ftragglers,  amounting  to  near  1 200>  determined  to  re- 
main  at  Hubbardton  that  night,  becaufe  the  men  were 
much  fatigued*  In  the  morning  the  general  paraded  the 
army,  and  waited  near  two  hours  for  the  rear  guard* 

When  gen.  Frazer  perceived  in  the  morning  of  the 
evacuation,  that  the  Americans  were  retiring,  he  com- 
menced a  purfuit  with  his  brigade,    confifting  of  the 
light  troops,  grenadiers  and  fome  other  corps*     Gem 
Reidefel  with  moft  of  the  Brunlwickers*  was  ordered 
by  the  Britifh  commander  to  join  in  the  purfuit,  either 
to  fupport  Frazer  or  to  act  feparately*     The  latter  con- 
tinued the  purfuit  through  the  day  5  and  receiving  inteU 
ligence  that  St>  Claims  rear  was  at  no  great  diflance,  or- 
dered his  troops  to  lie  that  night  on  their  arms.     In  the 
morning  he  came  up  with  the  Americans,  commanded 
by  col.  Warner,  who  had  befide  his  ov/n,  the  regiments 
of  cols.  Francis  and  Hale.     The  Britifh  advanced  bold-    * 
ly,  and  the  two  bodies  formed  within  about  60  yards  of 
each  other.    Frazer  began  the  attack  about  Ctyen  o'clock, 
expecting  every  moment  to  be  joined  by  Reidefel^  and 
apprehending   that    if  he  delayed,    the  enemy   would 
efcape.     Hale  being  apprized   of    the    danger,    never 
brought  his  regiment  to  the  charge,  but  fled ;  fo  that 
Warner  could  bring  into  action  no  more  than  about  feven 
hundred  men.     The  conflict  was  bloody.     Francis  fell 
fighting  with  great  bravery.  Warner,  officers  and  foldiers, 
behaved  with  much  refolution  and  gallantry,  fo  that  the 
Britifh  broke  and  gave  way;  but  foon  formed  again, 

I  i  2  and 
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l777*and  running  on  the  Americans  with  their  bayonets*, 
the  latter  were  put  into  no  fmall  confufion,  which  was 
increafed  by  the  critical  arrival  of  gen.  Reidefel  with  the 
forerrioft  of  his  column,  confiding  of  the  chaffeur  com- 
pany and  eighty  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  who  were 
immediately   led   into   action.     They  now  fled  on  all 
fides.     Gen.  St.  Clair  heard  when  the  firing  began,  and 
would  have  fupported  Warner ;  but  the  troops  that  were 
neareit,  two  militia  regiments,  would  not  obey  orders, 
and  the  others  were  at  too  great  a  diftance.     Hale,  who 
had  attempted  to  get  off  by  flight,  fell  in  with  an  incon- 
fiderable  party  of  Britifh,  and  furrendered  himfelf  with 
a  number  of  his  men  prifoners.     The  Americans  loft 
324  in  killed,  wounded   and  prifoners,  among  the  lail 
were  12  officers.     The  royal  troops,  including  Britifh 
and  Germans,  had  notlefs  than  183  killed  and  wounded. 
They  had  3  officers  killed  and   1 2  wounded  f.    While 
St.  Clair  was  at  Caftleton,  an  officer  of  one  of  the  gal- 
lies   arrived  with  information  that  the  Britifh  werepur- 
fuing  in  force  toward  Skeenfborough,  and  would  reach 
it  before  he  could  get  there.     This  determined  him  to 
change  his  route,  and  to  flrike  into  the  woods  on  his 
left,  left  he  mould  be  intercepted  at  Fort  Anne.    Two 
New   England   regiments   of    militia,    Leonard's  and 
Wells's,  difcovered  fuc'h  a  plundering  difpofition  on  their 
march,  and  behaved  fo  diforderly  during  the  whole  re- 
treat,   that  two   days   after   leaving  Caftleton  he  was 

*  Burgoyne's  State;  earl  of  Balcarras*,  and  earl  of  Harrington'! 

declaration. 

i  This  account  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  on  both  fides, 
is  extracted  from  the  journal  of  a  Britifh  officer,  who  was  afterward 
taken,  and  who  mentioned  the  names  of  the  officers  killed  and  wounded 
©n  his  own  fide.  ...     , 

obliged 
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obliged  to  difmifs  them  from  the  army  with  difgrace*.  i—. 
Gen.  Burgoyne  confiding  in  Frazer's  abilities  to  conduct: 
the  puriuit  of  the  Americans  by  land,  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  puriuit  by  water.     The  boom  and  the  other 
obftruclions   of  the  navigation,  not  having  been  com- 
pleted, were  foon   cut  through ;  fo  that  the  gun  boats, 
the  Royal  George  and  the  Inflexible  frigates  had  patted 
by  nine   o'clock  in  the    morning.     Several  regiments 
embarked  on   board   the  veflels,    and  the  puriuit  was 
iupported  with  fuch  vigor,  that  by  three  in  the  after- 
noon, the  foremoit  brigade  of  gun  boats  was  engaged 
with  the  enemy's  gallies  near  Skeenfborough  falls.  Upon 
the  approach  of  the  frigates,  oppofition   ceafed,  two  of 
the  gallies  were  taken,  and  the  other  three  blown  up.  The 
Americans  not  being  in  fufficient   force  to  make    an 
effectual  ftand,  fet  fire  to  their  works,  fort,  mills  and 
batteaus ;  and  efcaped  as  they  could  up  Wood  Creek  to 
Fort  Anne,  where  they  were  joined  by  others,  ordered 
thither  by  gen.  Schuyler,  who  lay  at  Fort  Edward.     On 
the  day  of  the  engagement  at  Hubbardton,  the  general 
was  obliged  to  (trip  the  men  at  the  lafb  fort,  to  fend  to 
the  troops  at  the  former ;  by  which  his  own  were  left 
without  lead  for  fome  days,  except  a  mere  trifle  from 
Albany,  obtained   by  (tripping  the  windows.     At  this 
period  he  had  not  above  feven  hundred  continentals,  and 
not  above  twice  the  number  of  militia ;  and  could  not 
furnifh  fmall  cannon    fufEcient    for   a  couple  of  little 
fchooners  on  Lake  George.     Lieut,  col.  Hill  was  de- 
tached by  gen.  Burgoyne  from  Skeenfborough  with  the 
ninth  regiment,  to  take  poit  near  Fort  Anne,  and  watch 

*  Confult  the  Trials  of  generals  St.  Clair  and  Schuyler  for  many 
feels  related  refpetting  them. 
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*777?  the  motions  of  the  Americans.     The  next  morning  at 

July  .        . 

$f  '  half  paft  ten,  they  attacked  him  in  front,  with  a  heavy 
and  well-directed  fire.  A  large  body  patted  the  creek 
on  the  left,  and  fired  from  a  thick  wood  acrofs  the  creek 
on  the  left  flank  of  the  regiment ;  they  then  began  to. 
recrofs  the  creek,  and  attack  it  in  the  rear.  It  took 
poil  on  the  top  of  a  hill  on  the  right  to  prevent  bein«- 
furrounded.  No  fponer  had  it  taken  poft,  than  they 
made  a  vigorous  attack,  which  continued  for  upward  of 
two  hours,  and  would  certainly  have  carried  their  point, 
had  it  not  been  for  fome  Indians,  who  arrived  and  gave 
the  Indian  war  whoop,  which  was  anfwered  by  the  regi- 
ment with  three  cheers,  after  which  the  Americans  foon 
gave  way  *.  They  then  fired  the  fort,  and  retreated  to 
Fort  Edward.  The  artillery  loft  by  the  evacuation  of 
the  northern  pofts,  and  taken  or  deflroyed  in  the  armed 
vettels  at  Skeenfborough,  was  prodigious,  amounting  to 
no  lefs  than  128  pieces  ferviceable  and  unferviceable, 
The  lois  of  flour,  bifcuit,  pork  and  beef,  was  alfo  very 
considerable. 

Genera]  St,  Clair  joined  gen.  Schuyler  at  Fort  Edward 
on  the  twelfth,  after  a  fatiguing  march,  in  which  the 
army  iuffered  much  from  bad  weather  and  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  Three  days  after,  their  whole  ftrength  did  not 
exceed  4400  men,  including  militia.  The  day  follow- 
ing the  affair  at  Fort  Anne,  Schuyler  ordered  a.  brigade 
or.  militia  to  begin,  as  near  the  fort  as  pottible,  to  fell 
trees ;  to  take  up  the  bridges,  and  burn  the  covering 
A  timber  j  and  to  make  the  utmoft  obftruclions.    A 

1 6,     continental  brigade  was  directed  to  aflift  in  deftroying 

*  Majoy  Forbe&'s  account  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  from  Bur* 
coyne's  State? 

3  W$ 
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and  completely  flopping  the  roads.  The  fame  day,  gen.  l777f 
Schuyler  took  out  of  a  canteen  with  a  falfe  bottom,  a 
letter  written  by  Mr.  Levius  to  gen.  Sullivan.  Schuyler 
prepared  an  anfwer,  defignedly  worded  fo  as  to  deceive 
and  perplex  Burgoyne;  which  he  fignec}  Canteen,  com- 
municated to  feveral  gentlemen,  and  then  forwarded. 
The  Britifh  general  when  it  was  received,  could  not  tell 
what  to  make  of  it.  He  was  puzzled  for  two  or  three 
days,  and  at  a  lofs  whether  to  proceed  or  retreat  •,  the 
letter  was  lb  completely  enigmatical  *. 

Happily  for  the  Americans,  the  Britifh  general  con- 
tinued for  feveral  days,  with  the  army  partly  at  Skeenf- 
borough,  and  partly  fpread  in  the  adjoining  country, 
waiting  the  arrival  of  tents,  baggage  and  provifion.  In 
which  time  no  labor  was  fpared  in  opening  roads  for 
advancing  toward  Schuyler,  and  in  clearing  Wood  Creek 
of  all  impediments  laid  in  the  way,  in  order  to  open  a 
pafTage  for  the  batteaus.  Like  exertions  were  ufed  at 
Ty,  in  carrying  gun  boats,  provifion  veflels  and  batteaus 
over  land  into  Lake  George.  By  reafon  of  the  route 
which  the  general  took,  he  did  not  arrive  at  Hudfon's 
River,  and  fix  his  head  quarters  near  Fort  Edward,  till 
the  30th  of  July.  Fort  Edward  is  no  more  than  the  3°» 
ruins  of  a  former  fort,  and  of  no  confequence  to  any 
party.  It  could  afford  no  cover  to  gen.  Schuyler,  and 
only  gave  a  name  to  the  place  where  it  was  fituated. 
The  general  left  it  feveral  days  before  Burgoyne  gained 
its  neighbourhood.  He  gave  this  flate  of  his  army  en 
the  27th,  at  Moles'  Creek,  in  an  official  letter-^-:c  It 

*  When  the  general  was  prifoner,  he  made  this  acknowledgment  to 
©ne  of  Schuyler's  mite,  whom  he  afked  whether  he  knew  any  thing  of 
itj  and  who  pretended  ignorance. 

I  i  4  sonfiils 


777'  confifts  of  about  2700  continental  troops : — of  militia 
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from  the  ftate  of  Connecticut — one  major — one  captain 
- — two    lieutenants — two    enfigns — one     adjutant — one 
quarter  m  after — fix  fergeants — one  drummer — fix  Tick, 
and   three  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty — the  reft  after  re- 
maining three  or  four  days  deferted  us: — Of  thofe  from 
the  county  of  Berkshire  (in  the  Maffachufetts)  who  con- 
frited  of  upward  of  1200,  half  of  which  were  to  have 
remained,  fomewhat  more  than   200  are  left,  the  re- 
mainder having  alio  deferted: — Of  col.  Mofelev's  rem- 
ment  from   the  county  of  Hampihire  (MafTachufetts) 
about  ten  or  twelve  are  left,  the  reft  having  deferted. 
Of  col.  Porter's  regiment  of  the  county  of  Hampihire, 
about  2CO  left : — Of  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Albanv, 
1050  are  left,  being  forty-fix  more  than  half  of  what 
were  upon  the  ground,  when  it  was  refolved  to  let  half 
return  to  their  habitations."     He  added,  "  That  torpor, 
criminal  indifference,  and  want  of  fpirit  which  fo  gene- 
rally prevails,  is  more  dangerous  than  all  the  efforts  of 
the  enemy.     Nor  is  that  jealoufy  and  fpirit  of  detraction, 
which  fo  unhappily  prevails,  of  final!  detriment  to  our 
caufe."     The  next  day  he  wrote  from  Saratoga,  twenty 
fniles  below  Fort  Edward,  and  thirty-feven  above  Alba- 
ny, cc  Every  effort  of  the  enemy  would  be  in  vain,  if 
our  exertions  equalled  our  abilities,  if  our  virtue  was 
not  finking  under  that  infamous  venality,  which  pervades 
throughout  and  threatens  us  with  rain*" 

The  cefertions  above  mentioned  were  not  to  the 
enemy,  but  to  their  own  homes :  Schuyler  was  for  ibme 
realbns  a  very  unacceptable  commander  to  the  New 
England  militia.     They  were  in  general  difgufted  with, 

and  would  not  ferve  under  him.     There  were  no  dela- 
tions 
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lions  to  the  royal  army  worth  noticing,  which  argues  J'77? 
there  were  no  lurking  feeds  of  difaffeclion  to  the  Ame- 
rican caufe. 

Had  the  Britifh  commander  returned  immediately  to 
Ty,  and  advanced  from  thence  in  the  moil  expeditious 
manner,  with  a  few  light  field  pieces,  inftead  of  fuffer- 
ing  any  delay,  in  order  to  his  dragging  along  with  him 
a  heavy  train  of  artillery,  he  might  have  been  at  Albany 
by  the  time  he  got  to  Hudfon's  River*.  Your  cor- 
respondent, the  fifth  of  October  the  laft  year,  breakfafted 
with  gen.  Gates  at  Ty ;  failed  in  company  up  Lake 
George  (about  35  miles  long)  with  their  horfes  in  bat- 
teaus ;  landed,  flayed  awhile,  and  reached  Fort  Edward 
(about  9  miles  from  Fort  George)  at  night  a  little  after 
eight.  From  Ty  to  Lake  George  is  rather  more  than 
two  miles.  The  two  fmall  fchooners  on  the  lake,  could 
have  made  no  long  refiftance  againfl  a  brigade  of  gun- 
boats. Fort  George  was  well  adapted  to  keep  off  Indians 
and  fmall  parties :  but  not  to  flop  the  royal  army.  The 
Americans  there,  inftead  of  defending  the  fort,  or  op- 
pofing  the  landing  of  the  army,  would  undoubtedly  have 
retreated  to  gen.  Schuyler  at  Fort  Edward.  The  latter 
felt  himfeif  fo  weak,  that  by  the  iff  of  Augufl  he  drew 
back  from  Saratoga  to  Stillwater  (25  miles  north  of  Al- 
bany) from  whence  he  wrote  on  the  4th,  <c  We  have 
not  above  4000  continental  troops ;  if  men,  one  third 
of  which  are  negroes,  boys,  and  men  too  aged  for  field 
or  indeed  any  other  fervice,  can  be  called  troops.  The 
ilates  from  whence  thefe  troops  came,  can  determine 
why  fuch  boys,  negroes  and  aged  men  were  fent.  A 
great  part  of  the  army  took  the  field  in  a  manner  naked, 
*  General  Gates  has  repeatedly  faid  as  much  in  my  hearing. 

without 
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1 777*  without  blankets,  ill  armed,  and  very  deficient  in  accou- 
trements. Too  many  of  our  officers  would  be  a  difgrace 
to  the  moft  contemptible  troops  that  were  ever  collected; 
and  have  fo  little  fenfe  of  honor,  that  cafhiering  them 
ieems  no  punifhment.  They  have  flood  by,  and  fuffered 
die  moft  fcandalous  depredations  to  be  committed  on 
the  poor,  diftreiTed,  ruined  and  flying  inhabitants."  He 
had  alfo  about  fifteen  hundred  militia. 

The  evacuation  of  Tyconderoga  and  Mount  Indepcn. 
dence,  iurpriied  gen.  Wafhington  ;  and  fpread  aftoniih- 
ment  and  terror  through  the  New  England  ftates.  The 
general  was  led  to  believe  that  the  garrifon  was  much 
ftronger.  The  MafTachufetts  general  court  were  faulty 
in  not  having  feafonably  forwarded  their  quota  of  troops, 
agreeable  to  the  requifition  of  congrefs.  The  apprc- 
henfions  of  the  MafTachufetts  people  were  the  greater,  as 
their  military  friends,  with  gen.  Wafhington's  army,  in- 
formed them,  that  the  expedition  which  Sir  William 
Howe  had  undertaken,  and  for  which  he  was  embarking 
his  troops  from  Staten  Ifland,  was  meant  againft  Bofton. 
But  amid  all  the  difaflers  which  had  happened,  and  the 
confequent  terrors,  no  fort  of  difpofition  to  comply  with 
Britifh  proportions,  appeared  in  any  quarter.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  the  northern  army, 
and  the  military  ftorm  that  was  gathering  at  Sandy 
Hook,  and  no  one  ftate's  knowing  where  it  would  fall, 
yet  each  difcovered  a  determination  to  remain  indepen- 
dent. The  American  commander  in  chief  received  in- 
formation, that  the  common  report  among  the  Tailors 
and  foldiers  was,  that  the  fleet  was  going  to  the  Dela- 
ware :  but  as  Howe's  conduct  was  to  him  puzzling  be- 
yond meafure,  fo  were  the  informations  he  obtained. 

One 
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One  time  the  fhips  were  {landing  up  toward  the  north  1777« 
river.  In  a  little  while  they  were  going  up  the  Sound ; 
and  in  an  hour  after  they  were  failing  out  of  the  Hook. 
Before  their  failing,  a  fpirited  adventure  took  place  on 
the  ficle  of  Rhode  Ifland,  which  not  only  fully  retaliated 
the  furprifal  of  gen.  Lee,  but  procured  an  indemnifica- 
tion of  his  perfon.  Lieut,  col.  Barton,  of  a  militia  re- 
giment belonging  to  that  (late,  with  feveral  other  officers 
and  volunteers,  to  the  number  of  forty,  parTed  by  night  JuI>r 
from  Warwick  neck  to  Rhode  I  (land,  and  though  they 
had  a  paflage  of  ten  miles  by  water,  eluded  the  watch- 
fulnefs  of  the  fhips  of  war  and  guard  boats  which  fur- 
rounded  the  ifland.  They  conducted  their  enterprife 
with  iuch  filence  and  dexterity,  that  they  furprifed  gen# 
Prefcot  in  his  quarters,  about  one  mile  from  the  water 
fide,  and  five  from  Newport,  and  brought  him  with 
one  of  his  aids-de-camp  fafe  to  the  continent,  which 
they  had  nearly  reached  before  there  was  any  alarm 
among  the  enemy.  This  adventure,  which  with  impar- 
tial judges  muft  outweigh  col.  Harcourt's  capture  of 
gen,  Lee,  produced  much  exultation  on  the  one  fide, 
and  much  regret  on  the  other,  from  the  influence  it 
would  neceflarily  have  on  Lee's  deflination.  But  more 
than  a  month  before,  congrefs  had  received  information 
that  Lee  was  treated  by  gen.  Howe  with  kindnefs,  gene- 
rofity  and  tendernefs,  which  had  led  them  to  defire 
that  col.  Campbell  and  the  five  Hefiian  officers  Ihould 
be  treated  in  a  fimilar  manner,  confiftent  with  the  con- 
finement and  fafe  cuflody  of  their  perfon's.  They  re- 
folved,  within  a  few  days  after  hearing  of  Prefcot's  being 
taken,  that  an  elegant  fword  fhould  be  provided  and 
prefented  to  col.  Barton, 

The 
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t777*  The  Britifh  fleet  and  army  which  lay  at  Sandy  Hook 
were  deftined  for  the  reduction  of  Pennsylvania,  parti- 
cularly of  Philadelphia,  in  purfuance  of  a  plan  which 

j o-     had  been,  fettled  between  Sir  William  Howe  and  lord 

23.  George  Germain;  but  did  not  fail  till  the  twenty-third. 
The  land  force  confided  of  thirty-fix  Britifh  and  Hef- 
iian  battalions,  including  the  light  infantry  and  grena- 
diers, with  a  powerful  artillery,  a  New  York  corps  called 
the  queen's  rangers,  and  a  regiment  of  light  horfe,  ef- 
timated  altogether  at  about  16,000.  The  fleet  confilted 
of  267  faiL  Gen.  Wafnington,  upon  the  fleet's  failing, 
marched  his  army  toward  Pennfylvania,  and  halted  it  at ' 
Cornel's  ferry,  Howell's  ferrv,  and  Trenton.     He  wrote 

3°*  from  Corriel's  ferry  on  the  30th. — cf  Howe's  (in  a  man- 
ner) abandoning  Burgoyne  is  fo  unaccountable  a  matter, 
that  till  I  am  fully  affured  it  is  fo,  I  cannot  help  catting 
my  eyes  continually  behind  me."  He  mentioned  his 
halting  the  army,  till  the  fleet  mould  appear  in  the  De- 
laware, and  put  the  matter  out  of  doubt ;  and  that  he 
had  ordered  gen.  Sullivan's  divifion  to  halt  at  Mor 
town,  that  it  might  march  fouthward  or  northward,  upon 
the  firft  advice  of  the  enemy's  throwing  any  force  up 
the  North  River. 

General  Wafhington's  perplexity  for  fome  days  can- 
not be  fo  well  conceived  of,  as  by  extracts  from  his  own 
letters;  read  then  and  judge  for  yourfelf.  cc  July  31- 
The  enemy's  fleet  arrived  at  the  Capes  of  Delaware 
yefterdav,  therefore  order  the  two  brigades  thrown  over 
die  river  to  march  immediately."  cc  Chefter,  Augufti. 
I  had  proceeded  thus  far,  to  look  out  for  a  proper  place 
to  arrange  the  army,  when  I  received  the  provoking  ac- 
count, that  the  enemy's  fleet  lejt  the  Capes  yefterdav, 

and 
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and  fleared  eaftward,  I  fhall  return  with  the  utmoft  \n*ni 
expedition  to  the  North  River :  a  fudden  ftroke  is  cer- 
tainly intended  by  this  manoeuvre.  Call  in  every  man 
of  the  militia  to  itrengthen  the  highland  polls. "  "  Au- 
guil  1.  The  enemy's  fleet  put  to  lea  yefterday  morn- 
ing at  eight  o'clock,  and  were  out  of  fight  three  hours 
when  the  exprefs  came  away.  It  appears  gen.  Howe 
has  been  praetifing  a  deep  feint  to  draw  our  whole  force 
to  this  point.  Counter-march  your  divifion,  and  pro- 
ceed with  all  poilible  expedition  to  Peek's-kill."  "Au- 
guil  3.  The  conduct  of  the  enemy  is  difficult,  and  dif- 
treffing  to  be  underftood."  "  Auguft  n.  On  the  fe- 
venth  the  enemy  was  off  Sinepuxent  inlet  about  fixteen 
leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  on 
which  I  have  halted  for  further  intelligence.5'  "  Au- 
guft 22.  The  enemy's  fleet  have  entered  Chefapeak. 
There  is  not  now  the  leaft  danger  of  Howe's  going  to 
New  England  ;  forward  this  account  to  gov.  Trumbull, 
to  be  by  him  lent  on  to  the  eaftward." 

Sir  William  Howe,  while  off  the  Capes,  received 
that  information,  which  led  him  to  judge  it  moil  advif- 
able  to  proceed  to  Chefapeak  Bay,  inftead  of  going  up 
the  Delaware.  Such  information  could  not  relate  to 
the  meafures  taken  for  rendering  the  navigation  of  the 
river  impracticable.  Thefe  meafures  were  matters  of  fo 
great  notoriety,  that  he  mud  have  been  ftrangely  defi- 
cient in  procuring  intelligence,  if  he  did  not  know  them 
before  he  left  the  Hook.  Befide,  the  obflructions  in 
the  river  did  not  reach  fo  low  down  as  either  Newcaflle 
or  Wilmington ;  as  high  as  either  of  which  places  the 
fleet  might  have  come  with  fafety ;  and  had  he  landed 
at  the  firft  of  them,  he  would  have  been  within  $6  niiles; 

of 
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t777*  of  Philadelphia,  14  miles  nearer  than  the  Head  of  Elk 
The  information  mod  probably  related  to  gen.  Walhing- 
ton's  having  marched  the  continental  army  within  a  cer- 
tain diflance  of  Philadelphia ;  and,  perhaps,  to  a  prof- 
peel:  of  his  being  joined  by  a  number  of  difaffe&ed  Ame- 
ricans in  the  ftates  of  Maryland  and  Delaware,  upon  his 
going  up  the  Chefapeak  and  landing  in  Maryland.    Be 
that  as  it  may,  through  unfavorable  winds  he  did  not 
A       enter  the  Chefapeak  till  the  16th  of  Auguftj  and  the 
25.     difficulty  of  the  navigation  made  it  the  25th,  before  the 
army  landed  at  Elk  ferry.     One  part  advanced  to  the 
Head  of  Elk,  the  other  continued  at  the  landing  place 
to  protect  and  forward  the  artillery,  {lores  and  neceflarv 
provifions.    The  day  Sir  William  entered  the  Chefapeak, 
he  received  from  lord  George  Germain,  a  letter  of  May 
the  1 8  th,  wherein  was  given  him  the  firft  intimation, 
that  any  fupport  whatever  would  be  expected  from  him 
in  favor  of  the  northern  expedition  under  gen.  Bur- 
goyne,  in  words  to  this  purpofe— -cc  I  truft  that  what- 
ever you  may  meditate,  it  will  be  executed  in  time  to 
co-cperate  with  the  army  ordered  to  proceed  from  Ca- 
nada. "     Gen.  Wafhington  upon  advice  of  the  Britiih 
army's  having  landed,  marched  toward  the  Brandy  wine 
river,  with  his  troops,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  1 1,000 
prefent  and  fit  for  duty,  including  1 800  of  the  Penn- 
fylvania   militia.      Gen.    Greene    attended   with    gen. 
Weedon,  was  lent  to  reconnoitre  and  find  out  an  eligible 
fpot  for  their  encampment.     He  pitched  upon  one  at 
the  Crofs  Roads,  near  fix  miles  diftant  from  the  royal 
army,  which  he  judged  fuitable,  as  the  Americans  would 
there  have  an  open  country  behind  them,  from  whence 

they  could  draw  afliftance,  and  would  have  opportuni- 
ties 
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tics  of  fkirmilhing  with  the  enemy  before  they  were  or-  lTi> 
ganized  and  provided  with  teams  and  horfes,  &c.  for 
marching ;  and  as  Howe's  troops  would  be  a  long  while 
cramped  before  they  could  get  what  was  wanting  in  or- 
der to  their  proceeding.  He  wrote  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  acquainting  him  with  the  fpot  he  had  chofen. 
-But  the  information  was  received  too  late  ;  a  council  of 
war  had  determined  the  fame  day  it  was  tranfmitted,  to 
take  a  pofition  upon  Red-Clay  Neck,  about  half  way 
betweenWilmington  and  Chriftiana,  alias  Chrifteen,  with 
their  left  upon  Chrifteen-neck,  and  their  right  extend- 
ing toward  Chad's  Ford.  When  the  reafon  for  it,  that 
it  would  prevent  the  enemy's  patting  on  for  Philadel- 
phia, was  afligned  to  gen.  Greene,  he  maintained,  that 
they  would  not  think  of  Philadelphia,  till  they  had  beaten 
the  American  army ;  and  upon  his  obferving  the  pofi- 
tion which  had  been  taken,  he  condemned  it  as  being 
gready  hazardous,  and  fuch  as  mud  be  abandoned,  fhould 
the  enemy  when  organized  advance  toward  them.  The 
Americans  however,  fpent  much  time  and  labor  in 
flrengthening  the  pod. 

Let  us  break  off  here  to  mention  forne  of  the  con- 
greflional  proceedings.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  they 
approved  gen.  Wafhington's  conduct  as  to  the  cartel  for 
exchange  of  prifoners,  and  his  reafoning  upon  the  fub- 
ject.  The  general  had  acquainted  Sir  William  Howe, 
that  he  did  cc  not  hold  himfelf  bound  either  by  the  fpirit 
of  the  agreement,  or  by  the  principles  of  juftice,  to 
account  for  thofe  prifoners,  who,  from  the  rigor  and 
feverky  of  their  treatment,  were  in  fo  emaciated  and 
languishing  a  ftate  at  the  time  they  came  out,  as  to  ren- 
der their  death  almoit  certain  and  inevitable,  and  which, 

in 
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x777-  in  many  inftances,  happened  while  they  were  returning 
to  their  homes,  and  in  many  others  after  their  arrival." 
He  laid  to  him,  "  You  mnft  be  fenfible  that  our  en- 
gagement, as  well  as  all  others  of  the  kind,  though  in 
letter  it  exprefles  only  an  equality  of  rank  and  number, 
as  the  rule  of  exchange,  yet  it  necefiarily  implies  a  re- 
gard to  the  general  principles  of  mutual  compenfation 
and  advantage.  This  is  inherent  in  its  nature,  is  the 
voice  of  reafon,  and  no  ftipulation,  as  to  the  condi:: 
in  which  prifoners  fhould  be  returned,  was  requifite. 
Humanity  dictated,  that  their  treatment  ihould  be  fuch 
as  their  health  and  comfort  demanded.  Nor  is  this  the 
language  of  humanity  alone — juftice  declares  the  fame. 
The  object  of  every  cartel,  or  fimilar  agreement,  is  the 
benefit  of  the  prifoners  themfelves,  and  that  of  the  con- 
tending powers — on  this  footing  it  equally  exacts,  tl 
they  fhould  be  well  treated,  as  that  they  fhould  be  ex- 
changed :  the  reverie  is  therefore  an  evident  infraction, 
and  ought  to  fubject  the  party,  on  whom  it  is  charge- 
able, to  all  the  damages  and  ill  confequences  refute 

from  it  *." 
June       Congrefs  (C  refolved,  That  the  Hag  of  the  Thirteen 
H*     United  States  be  thirteen  (tripes,  alternate  red  and  white  j 
that  the  union  be  thirteen  ftars,  white  in  a  blue  field, 
20.     reprefenting  a  new  conftcllation."     cc  Refolved,  That  a 
corps  of  invalids  be  formed,  confuting  of  eight  compa- 
nies, each  company  to  have  one  captain,  two  lieutenants, 
two  enfigns,  five  fergeants,    fix  corporals,    two  drum 
mers,  two  fifers  and  a  hundred  men.     This  corps  to  be 
employed  in  garriibn  and  for  guards  in  cities  and  other 

*  See  the  letters  on  this  fubjeft  between  Howe  and  Walhington, 

and  others,  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  v.  p.  214  to  220,  and  r.- 
placc); 
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places,  as  alfo  to  ferve  as  a  military  fchool  for  young '777« 
gentlemen,  previous  to  their  being  appointed  to  march- 
ing regiments,"      Lewis  Nicola  efq;  was  immediately 
after  elected  colonel  of  the  faid  corps, 

The  inhabitants  of  the  New  Hampfhire  grants  having 
fet  up  an  independent  government,  prefented  a  petition 
to  congrefs,  praying  that  they  might  be  confidered  as 
a  free  and  independent  (late,  and  that  delegates  from 
them  might  be  admitted  to  feats  in  congrefs.  Their  junt 
petition  was  difmifTed.  But  though  it  was  difmifTed,  3°* 
the  petitioners  have  not  diflblved  their  government,  but 
are  refolutely  determined  to  continue  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent flate. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  certain  letters  July 
from  generals  Sullivan,  Greene  and  Knox,  all  dated  the  "r 
firft  of  July ;  whereupon  congrefs  came  to  the  following 
unanimous  refolution  :  cc  That  the  preiident  tranfmit  to 
gen.  Wafhington  copies  of  the  letters  from  generals  Sul- 
livan, Greene  and  Knox  to  congrefs,  with  directions  to 
him  to  let  thofe  officers  know,  that  congrefs  confider 
the  faid  letters  as  an  attempt  to  influence  their  decifions, 
an  invafion  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  indicating 
si  want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  congrefs;  that  it 
is  expected  by  congrefs,  the  faid  officers  will  make  pro- 
per acknowledgments  for  an  interference  of  fo  dange- 
rous a  tendency ;  but  if  any  of  thofe  officers  are  unwil- 
ling to  ferve  their  country  under  the  authority  of  con- 
grefs, they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  refign  their  commiffions 
and  retire."  Their  letters  are  fuppofed  to  have  related 
to  the  affair  of  Monfieur  du  Coudrav  and  other  French 
officers,  which  will  be  immediately  mentioned  y  and  to 
have  contained  an  intimation,  that  placing  any  of  thefe 
Vol,  II,  K  k  over 
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?-77,  over  their  heads  would  be  preventive  of  their  fervino 
their  country  longer.  If  they  have  made  any  acknow- 
ledgments to  congrefs,  the  fame  have  not  been  printed 
in  the  journals,  or  have  hitherto  efcaped  my  fearch. 

About  the  latter  end  of  April,  the  Amphitrite  arrived 
at  Portfmouth  from  France,  with  military  ftores,  in- 
trenching tools,  &c.  By  the  fame  or  a  fimilar  oppor- 
tunity, Monf.  du  Coudray,  and  feveral  more  officers 
came  over  with  a  view  of  ferving  in  the  American  army, 
upon  terms  agreed  between  them  and  Mr.  Deane.  Mr. 
Deane  contracted  with  du  Coudray  for  half  a  hundred 
officers.  Coudray  was  to  be  commander  in  chief  of  the 
artillery  and  engineers ;  to  have  the  rank  of  major  ge- 
neral ;  to  precede  fome  others  by  exprefs  Papulation,  and 
all  by  the  pre-eminence  ufual  to  artillery.  He  was  to 
be  under  no  order,  but  of  congrefs  and  gen.  Walhing- 
ton  i  to  have  the  pay  of  a  major  general  in  a  feparatc 
department ;  and  to  be  penfioned  for  life.  Congreh 
was  embarrarTed.  There  was  no  eftablifhing  of  fuch  an 
agreement  without  offering  an  infult  to  their  own  Amc- 
rican  officers  of  the  firft  rank,  and  obliging  them  (in 
honor)  to  quit  the  fervice,  unlefs  they  would  ever  al 
be  efleemed  the  lpiritlefs  tools  of  congrefs.  On  the 
i  ith  of  July,  a  committee  of  the  whole  refclved,  "  1 
Mr.  Silas  Deane  had  not  any  powers  or  authority  from 
congrels  to  make  the  treaty  with  Mr.  du  Coudray,  and 
the  other  French  gentlemen  therein  mentioned,  and 
therefore  that  congrefs  are  not  by  any  means  bound  to 
fulfil  the  terms  thereof."  Mr.  Deane's  inftruction  was 
to  engage  engineers  not  exceeding  four.  The  next  day 
was  relblved,  Cf  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commit- 
tee, that  the  faid  agreement  is  inconfiflent  with  the  in- 
ter 
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tereft,  honor  and  fafety  of  thefe  United  States."  This  *7?7« 
report  being  made,  was  {mothered  out  of  tendernefs, 
and  laid  on  the  table,  that  a  trial  might  be  made  to  quiet 
the  military  ambition  of  du  Coudray.  They  therefore 
on  the  15th  <c  refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  July 
appointed  to  confer  with  Monf.  du  Coudray;  that  they  x*" 
inform  him,  congrefs  cannot  comply  with  the  agreement 
he  has  entered  into  with  Mr.  Deane ;  but  fenfible  of  the 
fervices  he  has  rendered  thefe  ftates,  and  having  a  fa- 
vorable opinion  of  his  merits  and  abilities,  they  will 
cheerfully  give  him  fuch  rank  and  appointments  as  fhall 
not  be  inconfiftent  with  the  honor  and  fafety  of  thefe 
ftates,  or  interfere  with  the  great  duties  they  owe  to  their 
constituents."  They  afterward  ordered  money  to  be 
advanced  to  him,  for  the  fupport  of  himfelf  and  the  gen- 
tlemen who  came  with  him  from  France ;  and  on  the 
nth  of  Auguft  appointed  him  infpector  general  of  ord- 
nance and  military  manufactories,  with  the  rank  of  ma- 
jor general. 

cc  Whereas  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  out  of  his  great  31. 
zeal  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  in  which  the  United  States 
are  engaged,  has  left  his  family  and  connections,  and  at 
his  own  expence  come  over  to  offer  his  fervice  to  the 
United  States  without  penfion  or  particular  allowance, 
and  is  anxious  to  rifque  his  life  in  our  caufe : — Re- 
folved, That  his  fervice  be  accepted,  and  that,  in  con- 
fideration  of  his  zeal,  illuftrious  family  and  connections, 
he  have  the  rank  and  commifTion  of  major  general  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States." 

•   The  proceedings  of  congrefs  mud  be  fulpended,  till 
fome  account  has  been  given  of  this  nob}e  phenomenon, 

K  k  2  In 
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1777.  In  1776,  the  marquis,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  ef- 
poufed  the  caufe  of  the  Americans,  and  determined 
upon  joining  them  in  perfon.  He  communicated  his 
intention  to  the  American  commifTioners  at  Paris,  who 
failed  not  to  encourage  it,  juflly  concluding  that  the 
eclat  of  his  departure  would  be  ferviceable  to  their  caufe. 
Events  however  immediately  occurred,  which  would 
have  deterred  from  his  undertaking  a  perfon  lefs  deter- 
mined than  the  marquis.  News  arrived  in  France, 
that  the  remnant  of  the  American  army,  reduced  to 
2000  infurgents  as  they  were  called,  had  fled  toward 
Philadelphia  through  the  Jerfeys,  before  an  army  of 
30,000  regulars,  This  news  fo  effectually  extinguifhed 
the  little  credit  which  America  had  in  Europe,  that  their 
commifTioners  could  not  procure  a  vefTel  to  forward  this 
nobleman's  project.  Under  thefe  circumftances  they 
thought  it  but  honeft  to  difcourage  his  profecuting  the 
enterprife,  till  a  change  in  affairs  mould  render  it  lefs 
hazardous  or  more  promifing.  It  was  in  vain  however 
that  they  acted  fo  candid  a  part.  The  flame,  which  the 
American  fons  of  liberty  had  kindled  in  his  bread,  could 
not  be  interrupted  by  their  misfortunes.  cc  Hitherto," 
faid  he,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  heroifm,  Cf  I  have  onlyche- 
rimed  your  caufe  ;  now  I  am  going  to  ferve  it.  The 
lower  it  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,  the  greater  ef- 
fect my  departure  will  have  -,  and  fi nee  you  cannot  get 
a  vefTel,  I  fhall  purchafe  and  fit  out  one,  to  Carry  your 
difpatches  to  congrefs,  and  me  to  America/'  He  ac- 
cordingly fitted  out  a  vefTel,  and  in  the  mean  while 
made  a  vint  to  Great  Britain,  that  the  part  he  was  go- 
ing to  act  might  be  rendered  the  more  confpicuous. 

Afep 
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A  ftep  fo  extraordinary,  a  patron  of  fo  much  impor-  *777« 
lance,  did  not  fail  to  engage  univerfal  attention.  The 
French  court,  whatever  were  their  gooci  wifhes  toward 
America,  could  not  at  that  time  overlook  his  elope- 
ment. He  was  overtaken  by  an  order  forbidding  his 
proceeding  to  America,  and  verTels  were  dlfpatched  to 
the  Weft  Indies  to  have  him  confined  in  cafe  he  was 
found  in  that  quarter.  He  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
the  order,  but  did  not  obey  it  j  and  keeping  clear  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  arrived  in  Charleftown.  Congrefs 
could  not  hefitate  a  moment  about  paying  a  due  atten- 
tion to  fo  remarkable  a  character,  when  intelligence  of 
the  fame  was  communicated.  The  marquis  had  left  a 
pregnant  confort,  and  the  mod  endearing  connections,, 
Independent  of  the  rifks  he  has  now  fubjecled  himfeif 
to,  in  common  with  the  leaders  of  the  American  revo- 
lution, he  has  expofed  himfeif  to  the  lofs  of  every  thing 
at  home  in  confequence  of  the  laws  of  France,  after 
hazarding  a  long  confinement  without  the  chance  of 
being  acknowledged  by  any  nation,  had  he  fallen  into 
Britifh  hands  on  his  paffage  to  America. 

He  received  the  congreiVs  mark  of  approbation  with 
great  condefcenfion  •>  and  yet  not  without  exacting  two 
conditions,  which  difplayed  the  dignity  of  his  fpirit — 
the  one  that  he  fhould  be  permitted  to  ferve  at  his  own 
expence — the  other  that  he  fhould  begin  his  fervices  as 
a  volunteer.  After  joining  the  army,  he  lived  with  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  was  happy  in  his  friendship 
and  affection. 

Now  to  refume  the  narration  of  what  was  dene  in 
the  great  council  of  the  United  States, 

K  k  3  Concrete 
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1777.  Congrefs  directed  gen.  Wafhington  to  order  fuch  ge, 
neral  officer  as  he  fhould  think  proper  to  repair  imme- 
diately to  the  northern  department,  to  relieve  general 
Schuyler  in  his  command  there  5  but  upon  his  wiihinp- 
to  be  excufed,  they  refolved  to  proceed  to  the  election 

Aug.  of  one,  when  the  ballots  being  taken,  it  appeared  that 

4"      gen.  Gates  was  elecled  by  the  vote  of  eleven  Itates. 

Congrefs  having  made  new  regulations  in  the  depart* 
roent  of  the  commiflaiy  general  of  purchafes,  Mr. 
Jofeph  Trumbull  refigned  his  commilTion,  and  fignificd 
his  intention  of  difcontinuing  his  fervice  on  the  20th  of 

6.  the  month.  They  upon  that  "  refolved,  That  Mr, 
Trumbull,  with  the  officers  under  him,  be  defired  to 
continue  in  the  bufinefs  of  fupplying  the  army  under  the 
former  eflablifhment,  until  the  commiffaries  general  of 
purchafes  and  iffues  fliall  fignify  their  readinefs  to  pro 
ceed  therein  under  the  new  regulations." 

To  what  influence  Mr.  Trumbull  imputed  the  regu- 
lations that  occafioned  his  refignation,  and  what  was 
his  opinion  as  to  the  manner  of  conducting  bufinefs  in 
congrefs,  may  be  gathered  from  a  letter  of  his,  wherein 
he  wrote  on  the  firft  of  September— cc  I  have  quitted 
the  commiffary  department.  The  regulations,  which 
are  the  ground  on  which  I  have  quitted,  were  formed 
by  the  junto.  '  Is  it  known  in  your  {late  [the  Maflachu- 
fetts]  that  the  prefid  r  t  is  with  the  Yorkers  and  fouthern 
Bafhaws :  that  if  he  •*  ants  any  thing  moved,  his  brother 
delegates  are  not  applied  to,  but  the  motion  comes  from 
Duane,  or  fome  other  perfon  of  no  better  characl 
and  that  there  is  no  harmony  between  him  and  his  b 

thren  V9 

f<  Re- 
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cc  Refolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  gen.  Warn-  111T 
ington,  that  congrefs  never  intended  by  any  commiflion 
hitherto  granted  by  them,  or  by  the  eftabliihment  of 
any  department  whatever,  to  fuperfede  or  circumfcribe 
the  power  of  gen.  Wafhington  as  the  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  continental  land  forces  within  the  United 
States." 

The  Britifh  troops  ftationed  on  Staten's  Ifland  were 
often  making  incurfions  into  the  Jerfeys,  and  carrying 
off*  inhabitants,  cattle,  &c.  This  induced  gen.  Sullivan 
to  fettle  a  plan  with  col.  Ogden  for  attacking  the  ifland. 
The  latter  had,  properly  fpeaking,  a  feparate  command, 
but  agreed  to  join  the  general  in  the  expedition.  The 
general  was  to  go  from  Elizabeth  town  point  j  and  the 
colonel  with  his  own  and  col.  Dayton's  regiment,  joined 
by  a  hundred  militia,  were  to  crofs  from  another  fpot, 
to  pals  up  Frefh-kill  creek,  and  to  come  in  the  rear  of 
col.  Lawrence,  who  was  encamped  near  the  ferry  with 
about  150  men,  whom  he  was  to  attack  by  day  break. 
The  general  felected  from  the  brigades  of  gens.  Small- 
wood  and  De  Borre,  Rich. men  as  were  bed  able  to  en- 
dure the  march,  amounting  to  near  iooo.  Thefe  he 
ordered  to  march  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  from 
Hanover  to  Elizabeth-town,  about  16  miles,  where  they 
arrived  in  the  evening ;  on  the  2 2d  of  Auguft  they 
crofTed  over  before  day  light.  The  colonel  proceeded 
to  execute  the  part  of  the  plan  allotted  him.  It  had 
been  fettled,  that  the  general  mould  fend  two  regiments 
to  the  neck  of  land  feparating  the  quarter  where  the 
colonel  was  to  begin  his  attack  from  the  reft  of  the  ifland, 
by  their  porTerTing  of  which  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
would  be  cut  off,  and  a  furrender  neceflarily  follow. 

Kk  4  When 
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*777*  When  the  colonel  had  fucceeded  in  the  commencement 
of  his  operations,  and  faw  numbers  flying  to  the  neck, 
he  expected  they  would  have  been  flopt  there  -,  but  was 
furprifed  at  obferying  the  contrary,  and  that  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  ground  had  not  taken  place.     Unhappily, 
the  general  upon  landing,  inftead  of  keeping  to  the  plan 
propofed,  marched  leven  miles  toward  the  forts,  which 
occafioned  a  lofs  of  time,  and  increafed  the  fatigue  of 
the  troops,  many  of  whom  had   marched  near  upon 
twenty  miles  to  the  place  where  they  crofTed.    Their 
fatigue  occafioned  feveral's  dropping  behind,  and  being 
pickt  up  by  the  enemy.     The  colonel  having  captured 
130  privates  and  fome  officers,  and  having  taken  a  king's 
fhaiiop,  put  them  on  board  and  fent  them  off  to  Eliza- 
beth-town.    The  perfon  who  had  the  care  of  them,  being 
but  an  indifferent  hand,  though  the  bed  that  could  be 
fpared,  was  not  Efficiently  attentive  to  circumftances, 
fo  that  the  boats  which  were  to  have  attended  gen.  Sul- 
livan's motions,  and  which  had  tranfported  his  divifion, 
rowed  off,  the  boatmen  concluding  from  the  regimentals 
of  the  prifoners  upon  deck,  and  other  appearances,  that 
the  king's  ihallop  was  in  purfuit  of  them.     The  troops 
of  that  divifion  deffroyed  fome  ftores;  burnt  a  magazine 
of  hay  and  feven  veffels;  and  did  other  damage:  but 
the  grand  defign  of  the  expedition  failed  by  the  general's 
varying  from  the  plan  concerted  between  him  and  the 
colonel.     When  the  general  was  advancing  toward  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  latter,  no  horfemen  were  fent 
forward  to  reconnoitre,  or  to  inform  the  colonel  of  the 
general's  approach,  fo  that  Ogden  was  at  a  lofs  for  fome 
pmt  whether  it  was  a  friend   or  an  enemy  that  was 
marching  up  to  hirm     When  the  general  joined  him, 

though 
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though  the  boats  which  were  to.  have  attended  Sullivan  1777, 
were  wanting,  and  the  deficiency  in  number  of  thofe 
prefent  made  difpatch  in  tranfporting  the  troops  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary,  the  general  ufed  no  expedition  in  getting 
them  oyer  -,  but  loitered  away  the  precious  time  that 
fhould  have  been  improved  to  the  utmoft,  fo  that  the 
misfortune  of  the  day  was  increafed.  The  rear  guard 
confirming  of  100  men,  could  not  get  off  before  the 
enemy  appeared  in  force  to  attack  them.  They  were 
commanded  by  majors  Steward  and  Tillard,  and  took 
pod  on  an  eminence,  where  they  defended  themfelves 
bravely  for  a  while,  and  then  retreated  to  another  emi- 
nence, and  fo  to  a  third,  They  maintained  their  ground 
with  great  valor,  till  their  ammunition  was  all  ipent, 
when  a  number  of  them,  who  could  not  poffibly  get  ofli 
furrendered  prilbners  of  wan  The  Americans  loft  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners, 
toward  200.  The  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners  on  the 
other  fide,  might  be  nearly  the  fame.  Gen.  Sullivan 
captured  eight  and  twenty  tories,  and  a  colonel  or  capt. 
Barton,  who  was  too  unwieldy  to  run  off  with  his  com- 
rades. He  joined  to  them  the  other  prifoners,  and  fent 
the  whole  to  Philadelphia  in  triumph.  While  upon  the 
expedition,  the  general  gained  pofleffion  of  fome  records 
and  papers  belonging  to  the  Quakers,  which  with  a  letter 
were  forwarded  to  congrefs,  and  referred  to  a  committee. 
On  the  28th  of  Auguft,  "  The  committee  reported —  Aug, 
That  the  feveral  teftimonies  which  have  been  publifhed 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  conteil  betwixt 
Great  Britain  ancl  America,  and  the  uniform  tenor  of 
the  conduct  and  converfation  of  a  number  of  perfons  of 
confiderable  wealth  who  profefs  themfelves  to  belong  to 

the 


506  .THE       HISTORY       OF       THE 

J777»the  fociety  of  people  commonly  called  quakers,  render 
it  certain  and  notorious  that  thofe  perlbns  are  with  much 
rancor  and  bitternefs  difafrecled  to  the  American  caufc : 
that  as  thefe  perfons  will  have  it  in  their  power,  fo  there 
is  no  doubt  it  will  be  their  inclination,  to  communicate 
intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  in  various  other  ways  to 
injure  the  counfels  and  arms  of  America : — That  when 
the  enemy  in  the  month  of  December  1776,  were  bend- 
ing their  progrefs  toward  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  a  cer- 
tain feditious  publication,  addreffed  "  To  our  friends 
and  brethren  in  religious  profeflion  in  thefe  and  the  ad- 
jacent provinces,"  figned  "  John  Pemberton,  in  and  on 
behalf  of  the  meeting  of  fufferings  held  at  Philadelphia 
for  Pennfylvania  and  New  Jerfey,  the  twenty-fixth  of 
the  twelfth  month  1776,"  was  publifhed,  and  as  your 
committee  is  credibly  informed,  circulated  amongft 
many  members  of  the  fociety  called  Quakers,  through- 
out the  different  ftates : — That  as  the  feditious  paper 
aforefaid  originated  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  as 
the  perfons  whofe  names  are  undermentioned  have  uni- 
formly manifefted  a  difpofition  highly  inimical  to  the 
caufe  of  America,  therefore — Refolved,  That  it  be 
earneftly  recommended  to  the  fupreme  executive  council 
of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  forthwith  to  apprehend  and 
fecurc  the  perfons  of  Jofhua  Fifher,  Abel  James,  James 
Pemberton,  Henry  Drinker,  Ifrael  Pemberton,  John 
Pemberton,  John  James,  Samuel  Pleafants,  Thomas 
Wharton,  fen.  Thomas  Fifher  fon  of  Jofhua,  and  Sa- 
n  iel  Fifher  fon  of  Jofhua,  together  with  all  fuch  papers 
in  their  pofTefiion  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature." 

"  And  whereas  there  is  ftrong  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  thefe  perlbns  maintain  a  correfpondence  and  con- 
nection 
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section  highly  prejudicial  to  the  public  fafety,  not  only  *777- 
in  this  (late,  but  in  the  feveral  Hates  of  America : — 
Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive 
powers  of  the  refpective  dates  forthwith  to  apprehend 
and  fecure  all  perfons,  as  well  among  the  people  called 
quakers  as  others,  who  have  in  their  general  conduct 
and  converfation  evidenced  a  difpofition  inimical  to  the 
caufe  of  America  $  and  that  the  perfons  fo  feized  be 
confined  in  fuch  places,  and  treated  in  fuch  manner,  as 
fhall  be  confident  with  their  refpective  characters  and 
fecurity  of  their  perfons : — That  the  records  and  papers 
of  the  meetings  of  fufferings  in  the  refpective  dates  be 
forthwith  fecured  and  carefully  examined,  and  that  fuch 
parts  of  them  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature  be  forth- 
with tranfmitted  to  congrefs, — The  faid  report  being 
read,  and  the  feveral  paragraphs  confidered  and  debated, 
and  the  quedion  put  feverally  thereon,  the  fame  was 
agreed  to." — cc  Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  remove 
under  guard  to  a  place  of  fecurity  out  of  the  date  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  honorable  John  Penn  efq;  and  Benja- 
min Chew  efq;  and  that  they  give  orders  for  having 
them  fafely  fecured,  and  entertained  agreeable  to  their 
rank  and  ftation  in  life.'* 

A  number  of  quakers,  befide  thofe  mentioned,  toge-* 
ther  with  feveral  perfons  of  a  different  denomination, 
were  taken  up  by  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Penn- 
fylvania, concerning  whom  congrefs  refolved,  on  thes 
8th  of  September,  cc  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  &. 
faid  council  to  order  the  immediate  departure  of  fuch 
of  the  faid  prifoners  as  refufe  to  fwear  or  affirm  allegi- 
ance to  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  to  Stanton  in  (Au-» 
gufta  county)  Virginia/' 

Eight 
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?777>  Ei&ht  days  before,  on  the  laft  of  Auguft,  a  member 
of  congrefs  writing  upon  public  affairs  thus  expreffed 
himfelf,  cc  The  frauds,  the  peculations,  the  profufion 
which  have  done  us  more  injury  than  the  whole  force 
of  our  foreign  enemies,  have  been  chiefly  owing  to  the 
want  of  government,  and  the  want  of  difcipline.  Howe 
has  planned  his  operations  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give 
us  a  vail  advantage  both  of  him  and  Burgoyne." 

Reports  prejudicial  to  gen.  Sullivan  were  circulated 
upon  which  congrefs  refolved,  on  the  firft  of  the  month 
"  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  directed  to  appoint  a  court 
of  inquiry  on  the  late  expedition  by  gen.  Sullivan  againlt 
the  Britifh  forces  on  Staten  Ifland."  The  ftatementof 
the  particulars  inquired  into  was  fo  formed,  that  he  ob- 
tained an  honorable  acquittal,  fuch  as  was  highly  pleafin* 
to  congrefs :  but  had  major  Jofeph  Bloomfield  been 
enough  recovered  of  his  wound  to  have  attended  the 
court,  he  would  fcarce  have  efcaped  fo  well. 

Let  us  refume  the  tranfafrions  of  Sir  William  Howe 
and  gen.  Wafhington.  Sir  William  was  fo  diftreffed 
for  want  of  horfes  (numbers  having  died  on  their  paffage) 
and  of  other  necerTaries  to  aid  his  march,  that  it 
not  till  the  3d  of  September  that  the  royal  army  moved 
forward.  On  its  advancing  near  to  the  Americans,  thefe 
abandoned  their  ground,  perceiving  that  it  would  not 
anfwer  their  firft  expectation ;  crolfed  the  Brandywine  a: 
Chad's  ford  3  and  took  pofTeflion  of  the  heights  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  it,  with  an  evident  intention  of  difputing  the 
paffage  of  the  river.  Upon  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
royal  forces  would  attempt  crofTing  at  Chad's  ford,  gen. 
Wafhington  pofted  his  main  ftrength  at  that  point ;  and 

gen.  Maxwell,  with  about  1000"  light  troops,  wasfent 

over 
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.over  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  the  oppofite  height  5  and  in  i777, 
the  night  of  the  ioth,  they  formed  a  flight  breaft  work 
with  the  limbs  of  trees. 

By  day  break  the  next  morning,  the  Britifh  army  ad-  Sept* 
vances  in  two  columns  :  the  right  under  the  command 
of  g^n,  Knyphaufen,  which-  marches  directly  for  Chad's 
ford.  A  patty  is  moved  on  to  diflodge  Maxwell,  which 
he  repulfes ;  they  are  reinforced,  and  come  on  a  fecond 
time  without  fucceeding.  On  this  a  ftrong  detachment 
is  fent  round  a  piece  of  woods  to  come  upon  his  flank, 
while  the  other  attack  him  anew  in  front.  Perceiving 
this  movement,  he  retreats  acrofs  the  river  with  a  trifling 
lofs.  Gen.  Knyphauien  keeps  up  a  cannonade,  and  an 
appearance  of  forcing  the  ford>  till  he  fhall  hear  that 
the  left  column  has  attacked  the  Americans,  and  then 
he  means  to  attempt  it.  This  fecond  column,  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  gens.  Grey>  Matthew 
and  Agnew,  marches  for  the  forks  of  the  Brandywine. 
[The  movement  is  early  obferved.  Gen.  Sullivan  writes 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  that  it  is  clearly  his  opinion, 
that  the  enemy  will  come  round  on  their  right  flank. 
He  fends  him  two  meffages  in  the  forenoon  confirming 
the  fame.  Lieut,  col.  James  Rofs  forwards,  at  eleven 
o'clock  from  Great  Valley  road,  this  intelligence — cc  A 
large  body  of  the  enemy,  from  every  account  5000* 
with  fixteen  or  eighteen  field  pieces,  marched  along  this 
road  juft  now.  Their  front  muft  be  now  at  the  ford ; 
we  are  clofe  in  their  rear  with  about  feventy  men.  I 
believe  gen.  Howe  is  with  this  party,  as  Jofeph  Gal- 
loway was  here  known  by  the  inhabitants,  with  many  of 
whom  he  fpoke,  and  told  them  that  gen.  Howe  was  with 
him/'     Other  accounts  corroborating  the  movement  of 
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*?77»  the  fecond  column  toward  the  forks,  gen.  Wafhington 
fettles  it  with  gen.  Greene,  that  he  fhall  crofs  with  his 
divifion  at  the  lower  ford,  and  attack  gen.  Knyphaufen. 
He  at  the  fame  time  fends  word  to  Sullivan  to  crofs  the 
Brandywine  with  his,  and  fall  upon  the  enemy's  left; 
while  the  army  erodes  below  to  attack  their  right.  The 
commander  in  chief  hopes,  by  defeating  Knyphaufen, 
to  fecure  thofe  advantages,  which  will  outweigh  any  that 
gen.  Howe  may  gain  by  forcing  the  troops,  oppofed  to 
his  left  column,  to  retreat.  Sullivan  is  preparing  to 
execute  Wafhington's  order,  when  major  Spears  comes 
up  and  tells  him,  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  appearance 
of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter ;  which  is  confirmed  by  a 
fergeant  Tucker  of  the  light  horfe,  fent  out  purpofely  to 
make  difcoveries.  Sullivan  conceives  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  convey  Spears's  information  to  the  commander  in 
chief.  This  unfortunate  intelligence  deranges  the  dif- 
pofition  that  has  been  determined  on,  in  confequence  of 
prior  information  ;  fo  that  gen.  Greene,  who  has  croffed 
with  his  advanced  guard,  is  recalled.  Mean  while  the 
fecond  or  left  column  of  the  Britifh  army  crofs  the  forks 
of  the  Brandywine,  the  firfh  branch  at  Trimble's  ford, 
and  the  fecond  at  JefFery's  ford,  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  taking  from  thence  the  road  to  Dilwordi, 
in  order  to  turn  the  right  of  the  American's,  confirming 
of  three  divifions,  Sullivan's,  Lord  Stirling's  and  another 
officer's.  The  Britifh  form  and  advance  in  order  of 
battle.  Sullivan,  upon  information  of  what  has  taken 
place,  marches  to  reinforce  the  two  other  divifions  nearelt 
the  Britifh.  He  takes  rather  too  large  a  circuit,  and  is 
fo  late  upon  the  ground  as  to  exclude  ail  poffibility  of 
making  a  perfect  difpofition.     Before  he  has  time,  to 
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ride  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other,  he  is  fud-  1777. 
denly  attacked  by  numbers  unknown  to  him,  and  upon 
ground  that  he  never  few  before  -,  fo  that  his  troops  are 
thrown  into  confufion,  and  retreat  with  the  utmoft  pre- 
cipitation.    This  happens  between  four  and  five  in  the 
afternoon.     Gens.  Wafhington  and  Greene  being  toge- 
ther, and  hearing  the  firing,  conclude  that  Sullivan  is 
attacked.     Greene  immediately  haftens  his  firft  brigade, 
commanded  by  gen.  Weedon,  toward  the  fcene  of  ac- 
tion with  fuch  uncommon  expedition,  that  in  forty  and 
two  minutes  it  advances  near  four  miles.     The  fecond 
brigade  is  ordered  by  Wafhington  to  march  a  different 
route,  as  it  cannot  be  up  in  time  for  fervice.     General 
Knyphaufen,  finding  that  the  parties  on  his  left  are  deeply 
engaged,  croffes  at  Chad's  ford,  attacks  the  divifion  un- 
der gen.  Wayne,  and  the  light  troops  under  Maxwell, 
obliges  them  to  retire  after  a  fevere  conflict,  and  pof- 
fefTes  himfelf  of  the  intrenchment,  battery  and  cannon, 
.  which  were  meant  for  its  defence.     Greene,  as  he  ap- 
proaches the  fcene  of  action,  perceives  that  Sullivan's 
defeat  is  a  perfect  route.     A  council  of  war  is  held  upon 
the  field,  and  it  is  agreed  that  Greene's  brigade  fhall 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  flying  troops.     Greene  keeps 
firing  his  field  pieces  in  the  rear  as  he  retreats,  and  con- 
tinues retreating  half  a  mile,  till  he  comes  to  a  narrow 
pafs,  well  fecured  on  the  right  and  left  by  woods.    Here 
he  draws  up  his  force,  confifting  of  the  Virginia  troops, 
and  a  regiment  of  Pennfylvanians  commanded  by  col. 
Stewart ;  and  fends  his  artillery  on,  that  it  may  be  fafe 
in  cafe  of  his  being  under  the  neceffity  of  making  an 
hafty  retreat.     A  warm  engagement  commences,  which 
lafts  from  the  fun's  being  three  quarters  of  an  hour  high 

till 
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j -77.  till  dark.  The  tenth  Virginia  regiment;  commanded 
by  col  Stevens,  fupports  the  attack  of  the  Britifh  can- 
nonade  and  mufketry  for  fifteen  minutes,  though  they 
have  never  before  been  engaged.  The  whole  brio-ade 
exhibits  fuch  a  degree  of  order,  firmnefs  and  refolution 
and  preferves  fuch  a  countenance  in  extremely  fharp  fer- 
vice,  as  would  not  discredit  veterans.  Wayne  and  the 
North  Carolinians,  with  the  artillery  and  light  troops, 
after  their  defeat  by  Knyphaufen,  pafs  the  rear  of  it  in 
their  retreat.  At  dark,  that  alfo  is  withdrawn  by  gen. 
Greene :  the  extreme  fatigue  of  the  royal  troops,  toge- 
gether  witTo.  the  latenefs  and  darknefs  of  the  evening, 
prevents  its  being  purfued. 

A  few  hours  more  of  day  light  might  have  fo  ani- 
mated the  conquerors^  notwithstanding  all  their  fatigue, 
as  to  have  produced  thofe  exertions  which  would  have 
been  productive  of  a  total  and  ruinous  defeat  to  the 
Americans.-  Gen.  Greene  is  apprehenfive  that  theft  loft 
in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  twelve  or  thirteen 
hundred ;  and  that  the  royal  army  did  not  fuffer,  on 
their  part,  fhort  of  feven  or  eight  hundred,  in  killed  and 
wounded.  The  Americans  loft  alfo  ten  fmall  field  pieces* 
and  a  howitzer,  of  which  all  but  one  were  brafs. 

A  great  number  of  French  officers  were  in  the  a&ion. 
The  baron  de  St.  Ouary  ferving  as  a  volunteer  was  taken. 
The  congrefs  will  undoubtedly  do  all  they  can  to  obtain 
his  releafe.  Policy  will  oblige  them  to  it,  no  lefs  than 
a  regard  to  his  rank  and  merit  in  the  French  army.  The 
marquis  de  la  Fayette  gave  the  firft  proof  of  his  mili- 
tary character  in  this  engagement,  and  was  wounded  in 
the  leg  on  the  fpot  where  the  effort  of  the  enemy  1 

greateft.     The  wound  however  did  not  force  him  from 
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the  field,  where  he  continued  his  endeavours  to  rally  the  1777* 
Americans  as  well  by  his  words  as  example.  Count 
Pulafki,  a  PoliHi  nobleman,  with  a  party  of  light  horfe, 
rode  up  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  within  piltol  fhot  of 
their  front  $  and  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  action,  was 
elected  by  congrefs  a  commander  of  the  horfe,  with  the 
rank  of  brigadier.  Capt.  Louis  de  Fleury's  horfe  was 
killed  under  him.  He-fhowed  much  courage,  and  was 
fo  ufeful  in  rallying  the  troops,  that  congrefs,  within 
two  days,  ordered  him  to  be  prefented  with  another 
horfe,  as  a  teftimonial  of  the  fenfe  they  had  of  his  merit. 
Considering  that  gen.  Wafhington  had  to  fight  the  Britifh 
army  with  an  inferior  number  of  raw  troops,  and  how 
the  attack  upon  him  was  circumftanced,  through  the 
falfe  intelligence  he  received,  he  may  be  thought  to  have 
fuffered  lefs  than  could  have  been  expected.  He  dis- 
covered a  true  magnanimity  of  mind,  in  that  (though 
he  attributed  the  misfortunes  of  the  day  principally  to 
the  information  of  major  Spears)  he  never  blamed  gen. 
Sullivan  for  conveying  it,  but  declared  that  he  fhould 
have  thought  him  culpable  had  it  been  concealed.  Pie 
retreated  after  the  action  to  Chefler,  and  the  next  dav 
to  Philadelphia. 

The  evening  after  the  battle,  a  party  of  Britifli  was 
ient  to  Wilmington,  who  took  the  governor  of  the  De- 
laware date,  Mr.  McKenley  out  of  his  bed,  and  poiTefTed 
themfelves  of  a  fhallop  lying  in  the  creek,  loaded  with 
the  rich  effects  of  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  together 
with  the  public  records  of  the  county,  a  large  quantity* 
of  public  and  private  money,  all  the  papers  and  certi- 
ficates belonging  to  the  loan  office  and  treafury  office 
there,  articles  of  plate,  tec. 

Vol.  II.  L  1  General 
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J  777*      General  Greene  has  been  rather  difTatisried  with  geg. 
Wafhington's  omitting  to  take  fpecial  notice  of  Wee- 
don's  brigade,  in  general  orders,  for  its  bravery.    But 
the  commander  in  chief,  confidering  that  there  was  i 
prevailing  apprehenfion   that  Greene  was   his  favorite, 
and  that  the  Virginians  were  his  own  ftate  troops,  de- 
clined  it,  that  fo  he  might  not  excite  a  difagreeable  jea- 
lcuiy,  and  give  offence  to  the  troops  of  other  dates. 
Sept.      A  letter  from  Monf.  du  Coudray  to  Mr. .  Chafi 
1        laid  before  congrefs  and  read,  c*  wherein  he  requetl- 
himfelf  and  fundry  gentlemen,  who  accompanied  him 
to  this  country  from  France,  to  have  an  opportunity 
fighting  in  the  American  army  without  running  the 
of  not  being  fubjects  of  exchange,  mould  they  by 
fortune  of  war  be  made  prifoners ;  mentions  that 
rank  which  congrefs  may  think  proper  to  give  him  and 
them  will    be   acceptable ;    and  afks  for  himfelf  c 
the  rank  of  captain,  for  the  commifTioned  officers  who 
accompanied  him,  the  rank  of  lieutenants,  and  h 
non-commimoned  the  rank  of  enfigns  :  whereupon 
•was  refolved,  that  his  requeft  be  complied  with,  ai 
that  commiilions  be  made  out  accordingly*" 

Trie  fame  day  gen.  Washington   left  Philadelphia,  j 
tifti  recrofled  the  Schuylkill,  with  a  firm  intent  of  { 
mg  Sir  William  Howe  battle,  wherever  he  could  mec: 
him  :  he  accordingly  by  the   next  day  had  advance. 
far  as  the  Warren  tavern  on  the  Lancaller  road.    Mo: 
du  Coudray,  with  a  number  of  French  gentlemen,  B 
1 6.  '  off  to  join  the  army,  as  volunteers,  about  twelve  o'clotf 
He  rode  a  young  mare,-  full  of  fpirits,  into  the  (fa 
*  tomed  boat,    ufed    for  ferrying  acrois  the  Schii 

and  not  being  able  to  flop  her  career,  fne  went  on 
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the  other  end  into  the  river,  with  her  rider  on  her  back.  1117 
Coudray  difengaged  himfelf  from  her,  but  was  drowned, 
notwithstanding  all  the  attempts  made  to  fave  him. 

General  Howe,  while  marching  the  army  in  two  co- 
lumns  toward  Gofhen,  heard  that  the  Americans  were 
within  five  miles  of  it,  and  immediately  determined  to 
pufh  forward  and  attack  them.  Intelligence  was  brought  i^ 
to  gen.  Washington  of  his  approach.  Gen.  Sullivan 
was  directed  to  draw  up  the  American  troops  in  order 
of  battle.  Gen.  Greene  obferved,  that  at  a  little  dif~ 
tance  in  their  rear  was  a  large  piece  of  water,  extending 
their  whole  length,  and  which  in  cafe  of  a  defeat  would 
prevent  their  retreating.  He  rode  to  gen.  Wafhington, 
acquainted  him  with  what  he  had  noticed,  and  afked 
whether  he  meant  that  the  troops  mould  fight  in  that 
fituation.  Fie  was  defired  to  arrange  them  differently. 
Mean  time  gen.  Wayne  with  the  advance,  was  engaged 
with  the  enemy  a  confiderable  diftance  off.  While 
Greene  was  removing  the  army  to  a  new  pofition,  it  be- 
gan to  rain.  Soon  after  it  poured  like  one  inceffant 
thunder  fhower.  It  continued  raining  till  the  next  day« 
Thus  both  parties  were  rendered  equally  and  totally  in- 
capable of  action.  The  Americans  have  reafon  to  be 
thankful  for  this  providential  interpofition,  as  it  is  highly 
probable  that  an  engagement  with  troops  flufhed  with 
the  preceding  victory,  better  difciplined,  and  more  ex- 
perienced, would  have  terminated  greatly  to  their  dii ad- 
vantage. On  examining  their  arms  on  the  18th,  they 
were  found  to  be  much  impaired.  Befide,  all  the  am- 
munition in  the  cartouch  boxes  was  entirely  ruined.  Gen. 
Wafhington  therefore  withdrew  the  army  to  a  place  of 
Security,  and  filed  off  toward  Reading, 
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lln*     General  Greene,  in  company  with  col.  Tilghman,  one 
of  Wafhingron's  aids,  reconnoitred  for  a  pofition,  and 
fixed  upon  the  range  of  mountains  from  Valley  Forge 
toward  the  Yellow  Springs.     He  confidered  the  ground 
as  ftrong,    difficult  of  accefs,    and  yet  allowing  of  an 
eafy  defcent ;  and  as  favorable  for  partial  actions  with- 
out admitting  of  any  very  decifive.     Gen.  Wayne  being 
in  the  rear  of  Sir  William  Howe,  Greene  concluded  that 
the  pofition  would  bring  all  the  American  force  partly 
upon  Sir  William's  flank   and  rear,  and  within  finking 
diftance  of  him,  if  he  attempted  croffing  the  Schuyl- 
kill, and  would  oblige  him  to  fight  the  Americans  on 
their  own  terms.     He  thought  alfo,  that  the  pofition 
would  afford  them  the  probability  of  beating  him ;  or 
at  lead  of  fo  crippling  him,  as  that  he  would  not  ven- 
ture to  poiTefs  himfelf  of  Philadelphia;  and  that  in  cafe 
of  their  being  beaten,  it  would  afford  them  a  fafe  re- 
treat.    He  tranfmitted  his  fentiments  to  the  commander 
in  chief  by  letter,  but  not  before  hearing  from  him,  that 
it  had  been  determined  in  council,  to  crofs  the  Schuyl- 
kill above  French-creek,  and  take  a  pofition  in  front  of 
^en.  Howe. 
Sept.       Qn  tne  nineteenth  gen.  Washington  wrote  to  Wayne 
« — <c  By  the  advice  of  the  general  officers,  I  have  deter- 
mined, that  the  army,  under  my  immediate  command, 
crofs  the  Schuylkill  at  Parker's  ford,  and  endeavour  to 
get  down  in  time  to  oppoie  the  enemy  in  front,  whilft 
the  corps  under  your  command,    in  conjunction  with 
gen.  Smallwood  and  col.  Gift,  act  to  the  greatelt  advan- 
tage in  the  rear." 

General  Howe,    upon  intelligence  that  Wayne  was 
lying  in  the  woods  with  a  corps  of  1500  men,  and  four 

pieces 
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pieces  of  cannon,  in  the  rear  of  the  left  wing  of  his  i777» 
army,  detached  gen.  Grey  on  the  20th,  late  at  night, 
with  two  regiments  and  a  body  of  light  infantry  to  fur- 
prife  him.  Grey  gained  Wayne's  left  about  one  o'clock  21. 
in  the  morning.  Some  out-fentries  were  early  miffed 
by  an  American  officer  going  his  rounds,  and  an  alarm 
was  given  in  time  for  the  men  to  turn  out ;  but  unhap- 
pily for  them,  Wayne  paraded  them  in  the  light  of  their 
fires,  inftead  of  withdrawing  them  to  the  back  of  their 
encampment.  Thus  the  Britifh  were  directed  where  to 
rufh  with  their  bayonets,  as  ordered  by  their  comman- 
der, without  firing  a  gun.  They  did  great  execution, 
killing  and  wounding  near  300  on  the  fpot.  They  took 
between  70  and  80  priibners,  including  feveral  officers, 
a  great  many  arms,  and  eight  waggons  loaded  with 
baggage  and  flores ;  and  had  only  one  captain  of  light 
infantry  and  three  privates  killed,  and  four  men  wound- 
ed. The  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  fome  prudent  dif- 
pofitions  of  Wayne's,  prevented  their  further  fuccefs. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  Sir  William  Howe  hav-  21* 
ing  by  various  manoeuvres  drawn  gen.  Wafhington  30 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  inftead  of  attacking  him  upon 
the  right,  agreeable  to  the  idea  he  had  feemingly  af- 
fected to  imprefs,  ordered  the  grenadiers  and  light  in- 
fantry of  the  guards  to  crofs  the  Schuylkill  at  Fat  Land- 
ford  and  to  take  pod,  and  the  Chaffeurs  to  do  the  fame 
at  Gordon's-ford,  both  below  the  left  of  the  Americans. 
At  midnight  the  army  moved,  and  croffed  the  river  at 
Fat  Land-ford  without  oppofition  ;  the  rear-guard  with 
the  baggage  paffed  it  before  two  in  the  afternoon,  and 
the  whole  were  encamped  by  night  of  the  twenty-third.  23. 
This  event  was  not  expected  by  the  American  cemman*- 
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*777«  der.  Advice  was  received  in  the  night  of  the  enemy's 
having  eroded  the  river  at  Gordon's-ford,  which  was 
afterward  contradicted.  This  laft  information  was  cre- 
dited, fo  that  when  the  gentlemen  at  head  quarters  were 
allured  tht  next  morning  that  Howe's  army  had  crofted 
.the  Schuylkill,  and  was  marching  toward  Philadelphia, 
every  one  was  aftonifhed. 

The  congrefs  had  before  hurried  away  in  the  night  of 
the  1 8th.  After  the  adjournment  of  that  day  the  prefi- 
dent  received  a  letter  from  col.  Hamilton,  one  of  gen, 
Washington's  aids,  intimating  the  neceflity  of  their  re- 
moving immediately  from  Philadelphia  3  whereupon  they 
left  the  city,  and  agreeable  to  a  refolve  of  the  14th  re- 
paired to  Lancafeer.  The  letter,  the  immediate  hurry, 
and  the  alarm  of  the  enemy's  being  at  Sweed's-ford, 
threw  the  city  into  the  utmoft  confufion  -,  and  at  the 
fame  time  roufed  all  who  wifhed  to  quit  it,  into  a  pre- 
paration for  a  fpeedy  removal. 

Sept.      On  the  26th,  Sir  William  Howe  made  his  triumphal 
26. 

entry  into  Philadelphia,  with  a  very  fmall  part  of  his 
army,  where  he  was  mod  cordially  received  by  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  quakers,  and  a  few  other  royalifts :  the 
bulk  of  his  troops  were  left  in  and  about  German-town, 
a  village  forming  one  continued  ftreet  for  near  two  miles. 
Gen.  Washington's  army  was  encamped  near  Shippach- 
creek,  about  18  miles  from  thence. 
go-  The  congrefs  removed  to  York- town  by  the  end  of 
the  month.  Before  they  had  quitted  Philadelphia,  they 
had  elected  baron  de  Kalb  major  ereneral :  and  had  en- 
tered  upon  their  journals— ~"  Whereas  Monf.  du  Coud- 
ray,  colonel  brigadier  in  the  fervice  of  his  moft  chriftian 
lajefty  the  king  of  France,  and  commander  in  chief 
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of  the  artillery  in  the  French  colonies  of  America,  gal-  J777- 
lantly  offered  to  join  the  American  army  as  a  volunteer, 
but  in  his  way  thither  was  mod  unfortunately  drowned 
in  attempting  to  crofs  the  Schuylkill : — Refolved,  That 
the  corpfe  of  the  faid  Monf.  du  Coudray  be  interred  at 
the  expence  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the  honors 
'of  war."  They  alfo  refolved,  cc  That  gen.  Warning- 
ton  be  authorized  and  directed  to  :fufpend  all  officers 
who  mall  mifbehave,  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  the 
American  army  under  the  rank  of  brigadiers,  until  the 
pleafure  of  congrefs  be  communicated  -,  to  take,  wherever 
he  may  be,  all  inch  provifions  and  other  articles  as  may 
be  neceffary  for  the  comfortable  fubfiflence  of  the  army 
under  his  command,  paying  or  giving  certificates  for 
the  fame  \  to  remove  and  fecure,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
owners,  all  goods  and  effects  which  may  be  ferviceable 
to  the  enemy  -,  provided  that  the  powers  hereby  veiled 
Ihall  be  exercifed  only  in  fuch  parts  of  thefe  Hates  as 
may  be  within  the  circumference  of  feventy  miles  of  the 
head  quarters  of  the  American  army,  and  Ihall  continue 
in  force  for  the  fpace  of  fixty  days,  unlefs  fooner  re- 
voked by  congrefs." 

Lord  Howe,  after  the  affair  of  Brandy  wine,  took  the 
moil  fpeedy  meafures  for  conducting  the  fleet  and  trans- 
ports round  to  the  Delaware :  which  when  arrived  were 
anchored  along  the  Pennfylvania  Ihore,  from  Reedy 
Ifland  to  Newcaftle,  the  paffage  near  Philadelphia  being 
yet  impracticable.  When  the  Britiih  troops  had  taken 
poffeffion  of  the  city,  their  firfl  object  was  the  erecting 
of  batteries  to  command  the  river.  The  day  after,  the 
American  frigate  the  Delaware,  of  32  guns,  anchored 
within  500  yards  of  the  unfinifhed  batteries,  and  beings 
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i777.feconded  by  another  frigate,  with  fmailer  veffels,  they 
commenced  a  heavy  cannonade,  both  upon  the  batte- 
ries and  town.  Through  inattention  the  Delaware  was 
fuffered  to  ground  upon  the  falling  of  the  tide,  and  could 
not  be  got  oft,  (fay  the  Britifh)  which  being  perceived 
by  the  grenadiers,  they  brought  their  battalion  field 
pieces  to  play  upon  her  with  fuch  effect,  that  Hie  foon 
{truck  her  colours:  but  the  Americans  fay,  the  crew 
rofe,  confined  the  captain,  and  purpofely  ran  the  ihip 
afhore.  The  whole  fire  of  the  battalion  guns  was  af- 
terward directed  againft  the  other  veffels,  which  were 
compelled  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  a  fchooner  driven 
afhore. 

The  Pennfylvanians  had,  at  a  vnft  labor  and  expence, 
conftructed  great  and  numerous  works,  to  obftruct  the 
paffage  up  to  Philadelphia,  fome  of  which  have  been 
already  mentioned.  They  had  erected  works  and  bat- 
teries on  Mud  I  (land,  and  called  the  whole  Fort  Mif- 
flin, in  honor  to  gen.  Mifflin.  On  the  oppofite  fhore, 
at  a  place  called  Red-bank,  they  had  formed  a  fort  or 
redoubt,  covered  with  heavy  artillery.  In  the  deep  na- 
vigable channel,  under  the  cover  of  thefe  batteries,  they 
had  funk  feveral  ranges  of  chevaux  de  Frize,  before  de- 
fcribed — p.  93.  It  was  equally  difficult  to  weigh  or  cut 
through  them  3  but  no  attempt  could  be  made  forraifmg 
them,  or  for  opening  the  main  channel,  till  the  com- 
mand of  the  fnores  was  obtained.  About  three  miles 
lower  down  they  had  funk  other  ranges  of  thefe  ma- 
chines, and  were  constructing  works  for  their  protec- 
tion, at  a  place  on  the  Jerfey  fide  called  Billing's-point. 
Thefe  works  and  machines  were  further  Supported  by 
feveral  gallies  mounting  heavy  cannon,  together  with 
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two  floating  batteries,  a  number  of  armed  vefTels,  fmall  I777* 
craft  of  various  kinds,  and  ibme  flrc-mips. 

Upon  the  reprefentation  of  capt.  Hammond  of  the 
Roebuck  (lying  off  Chefter,  15  miles  below  Philadel- 
phia) who  had  arrived  before  lord  Howe,  the  general 
detached  two  regiments,  under  col.  Stirling,  to  diflodge 
the  enemy  from  Billing's-point.  The  detachment  hav-  oa. 
ing  croffed,  the  enemy  heard  of  their  approach,  imme-  *• 
diately  fpiked  their  artillery,  fet  fire  to  the  barracks, 
and  abandoned  the  place  with  precipitation.  This  fuc- 
cefs  enabled  capt.  Hammond  to  cut  away  and  weigh  up 
fo  much  of  the  chevaux  de  Frize,  notwithstanding  the 
great  oppofition  he  met  with,  as  opened  a  narrow  paf- 
fage  for  large  fhips  through  the  lower  barrier. 

General  Wafhington,  having  been  reinforced  by  1 500 
men  from  Peek's-kill,  and  1000  from  Virginia,  and 
having  received  intelligence  through  two  intercepted  let- 
ters, that  gen.  Howe  had  detached  a  part  of  his  force 
for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  Billing's-point  works  and  the 
>rts  on  the  Delaware,  entertained  the  thought  of  at- 
racking  the  main  body  as  it  lay  at  German-tov/n.  The 
line  of  encampment  crofTed  the  town  at  right  angles 
tbout  the  centre  :  the  left  wing  extended  to  the  Schuyl- 
:ill.  It  was  covered  in  front  by  the  mounted  and  dif- 
nounted  chafleurs :  a  battalion  of  lio;ht  infantrv,  and 
'he  queen's  American  rangers  were  in  the  front  of  the 
-ight :  and  the  40th  regiment,  with  another  battalion  of 
light  infantry,  were  polled  at  the  head  of  the  town,  upon 
Chefhut-hill  road,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  advance. 
Lord  Cornwallis  lay  at  Philadelphia  with  four  battalions 
of  grenadiers.  "When  gen.  Wafhington  had  commu- 
hirated  to  his  council  of  war  the  account  he  had  ob- 
tained, 
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7*  tamed,  the  general  officers  unanimoufly  agreed  upon  an 
attach  and  to  its  being  made  in  different  places,  to  pro, 
duce  the  greater  confufion  arid  diftraclion,  and  to  hinder 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  enemy's  forces  affording  fupport 
to  each  other.     It  was  to  be  fudden  and  vigorous,  in 
expectation  of  carrying  the  point  fpeedily,  from  an  ap- 
prchenfion  that  the  Americans  would  not  perfevere  in  a 
prolonged  attack,  for  want  of  better  difcipline  and  more 
acquaintance  with  military  fervice.     Was  it  found  that 
they  could  make  no  impreflion  upon  the  enemy,  they 
were  after  a  while  to  make  an  expeditious  retreat.    The 
divifions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne,  flanked  by  Conway's 
brigade,  were  to  enter  the  town  by  way  of  Chefnut-hill; 
while  Armilrong  with  the  Pennfylvania  militia  got  upon 
the  enemy's  left  and  rear.    Col.  Thomas  Conway,  knight 
of  St.  Louis,  had  been  elected  fo  early  as  May,  a  bri- 
gadier  general,    upon  the  recommendatory  letters  lie 
brought  from  France.     The  divifions  of  Greene  and 
Stephen,  flanked  by  M'Dou gall's  brigade,  were  to  enter 
by  taking  a  circuit,  at  the  market  houfes,  and  to  attack 
the  right  wing*  and  the  militia  of  Maryland  and  Jer- 
fey,  under  gens.  Smallwood  and  Freeman,  were  to  march 
by  the  old  York  road,  and  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the 
right.     Lord  Stirling,  with  Nam's  and  Maxwell's  bri- 
gades, were  to  form  a  corps  de  referve. 

They  begin  their  march  about  feven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  October  the  third.  Gen.  Wafhington  is 
with  the  divifions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne.  He  expects, 
that  if  the  enemy  has  gained  timely  intelligence  of  his 
march,  they  will  wait  for  him  on  Chefnut-hill,  and  re- 
ceive him  as  he  comes  out  of  the  woods.    When  arrived 

on  the  hill,  without  any  appearance  of  oppofition,  he  is 

con- 
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congratulated  upon  the  perfuafion  that  the  Britifti  will  *777* 
be  completely  furprifed.  About  fun  rife  on  the  fourth  4. 
the  attack  is  begun  on  the  40th  regiment,  and  the  bat- 
talion of  light  infantry  which  accompanies  it.  Thefe 
corps  are  overpowered  and  purfued.  In  this  exigence 
lieut.  col.  Mufgrave  throws  himfelf  with  fix  companies 
of  the  40th  regiment,  into  Mr.  Chew's  flone  houfe,  ly- 
ing full  in  the  front  of  the  Americans.  Thefe  halt.  A 
difcourie  enfues  between  gens.  Knox  and  Reed  in  the 
prefence  of  the  commander  in  chief,  whether  or  no  to 
advance  without  firft  reducing  the  houfe.  Knox  urges, 
that  it  is  contrary  to  all  military  rule  to  leave  a  fort  pof- 
feffed  by  an  enemy  in  their  rear.  Reed  exclaims— 
cc  What !  call  this  a  fort,  and  lofe  the  happy  moment  V* 
Conway  is  inquired  after  to  give  his  judgment,  but  can- 
not be  found.  It  is  agreed  to  fend  a  flag  to  the  houfe, 
and  fummons  the  Britifn  officer  to  furrender.  A  young 
perfon  undertakes  to  carry  it.  He  approaches,  is  fired 
upon,  and  killed.  Mean  while  gen.  Greene  gets  up 
with  his  column,  and  attacks  the  right  wing  of  the  ene-. 
my.  The  morning  being  exceeding  foggy,  prevents 
the  Americans  from  fully  improving  the  advantages  they 
gain.  Col.  Matthews,  of  Greene's  column,  attacks 
with  uncommon  fpirit,  routs  the  parties  oppofed  to  him, 
kills  a  great  number,  and  makes  no  prifoners;  but, 
through  the  fog,  lofes  fight  of  the  brigade  he  belongs 
to,  is  feparated  from  it,  and  is  taken  prifoner  with  his 
whole  regiment,  accompanied  with  the  releafe  of  all 
whom  he  had  captured.  A  number  of  Greene's  troops 
are  flopped,  by  the  halt  of  the  divifions  before  Chew's 
houfe,  where  near  or  quite  one  half  of  gen.  Wafhing- 
n's  army  remains  fome  time  inactive.  During  this  in- 
activity, 
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* 7 77' activity,  gen.  Grey,  bringing  the  front  of  a  great  part 
of  the  left  wing  by  a  timely  movement  to  German- 
town,  leads  on  three  battalions  of  the  third  brigade  and 
attacks  with  vigor,  being  fupported  by  gen.  Agnew  at 
the  head  of  the  fourth  brigade.  A  warm  engagement 
enfues.  At  the  fame  time  two  Britifh.  regiments  attack 
on  die  oppofite  fide  of  the  town ;  while  gen.  Grant 
moves  up  the  49th  regiment,  to  the  aid  of  the  fourth, 
which  is  employed  in  fupporting  the  troops  engaged 
with  Greene's  column.  The  fog  is  fo  great,  that  at 
times  you  cannot  fee  twenty  yards  before  you,  and  fre- 
quently  not  more  than  fifty.  It  occafions  the  American 
parties  miftaking  each  other  for  the  enemy,  and  prevents 
their  obferving  the  true  fituation  of  the  latter.  Owing 
hereto  in  a  great  meafure,  the  Americans  quit  every 
part  of  the  town  ;  and  when  gen.  Grey,  having  pafled  it, 
advances  with  the  Britifh  right  wing  upon  their  left, 
they  leave  the  field  haftily  and  entirely,  in  fpite  of  every 
effort  that  can  be  made  to  rally  them.  Lord  Cornwallis 
arrives  with  a  fquadron  of  light  horfe  juft  in  feafon  to 
join  in  the  purfuit.  Greene  with  his  own  and  Stephen's 
divifion,  happens  to  form  the  lafl  column  of  the  retreat- 
ing Americans.  Upon  coming  to  two  roads,  and  think- 
ing it  will  be  fafeft,  and  may  prevent  the  enemy's  ad- 
vancing by  either -fo  as  to  get  a  head  of  him ;  and  that 
the  divifions  may  aid  each  other  upon  occafion,  he 
marches  one  divifion  on  the  one  road,  and  the  fecond 
on  the  other.  While  continuing  his  retreat,  Pulafki's 
cavalry  who  are  in  his  rear,  being  fired  upon  by  the  ene- 
my, ride  over  the  fecond  divifion,  and  throw  them  into 
the  utmoft  diforder,  as  they  know  not  at  firft  but  that 
they  are  the  Britifh  dragoons*     The  men  run  and  feat- 

ter^ 


/:ifir.trtii  firDV  Gordons  History  .y't/ts  Jaunean  liar 


fl'/jrr  fapt  ,j-j  /    t'.-i  1/ 


T&mbr  Sadp1. 


ten 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  5'25 

ter,  and  the  general  is  apprehenfive  that  he  fhall  lofe  his  1777. 
artillery.  He  cannot  colled:  a  party  fufficient  to  form  a 
rear  guard,  till  he  hits  upon  the  device  of  ordering  the 
men  to  lay  hold  of  each  other's  hands.  This  anfwers. 
He  collects  a  number,  and  by  the  help  of  the  artillery 
brings  the  enemy  to  give  over  the  purfuit,  after  having 
continued  it  near  five  miles.  The  Americans  then  pro- 
ceed in  their  march  back  to  Shippach-creek  without 
further  difturbance. 

The  Britifh  officers  acknowledged  foon  after  this 
affair,  that  it  was  the  fevereft  blow  they  had  met  with ; 
that  it  was  planned  with  judgment,  and  executed  with 
fpirit  y  and  that  they  were  at  a  lofs  for  it's  not  being 
followed  up,  unlefs  it  was  for  want  of  ammunition- 
The  Americans  loft  in  killed  25  continental  officers 
commiffioned  and  non-commiflioned — wounded  102, 
and  an  equal  number  miffing.  The  militia  officers  were, 
3  killed — 4  wounded,  and  1 1  miffing.  Of  rank  and 
file,  continentals,  109  were  killed,  and  378  wounded— 
militia,  7  killed  and  19  wounded.  They  had  artillery 
officers,  2  killed  and  1 1  wounded ;  and  matroflfes,  6 
killed  and  7  wounded.  The  total  of  their  killed  was 
152;  and  of  their  wounded  521  *,  Upward  o£  400 
were  made  prifoners,  among  whom  were  54  officers. 
The  number  of  miffing  among  the  Americans  is  no  rule 
by  which  to  judge  of  the  number  captured  by  the  ene- 
my, as  many  of  the  miffing,  who  do  not  return  to  their 
colours,  go  home.  Gen.  Nafh  of  North  Carolina  was 
among  the  ffain,  and  will  be  honored  by  congrefs  with 
a  monument,  the  fame  as  other  generals  who  have  fallen 

*  The  board  of  warf 
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*777*  in  action  bravely  contending  for  the  independency  of  the? I 
United  States. 

The  lofs  of  the  royal  army,  including  the  wounded 
and  a  few  prifoners,  amounted  by  their  own  acknow- 
ledgment, to  535 :  but  the  (lain  fcarcely  exceeded  70. 
Among  thefe  however  were  fome  diftinguifhed  officers, 
particularly  gen.  Agnew,  and  lieut.  col.  Bird.  They 
fuffered  probably  more  than  they  allowed  *.  The  battle, 
by  gen.  Knox's  watch,  held  two  hours  and  forty  mi- 
nutes. 

General  Wafhington  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Americans 
retreated  at  an  inftant  when  victory  was  declaring  in  their 
favor.  The  royal  army  was  indeed  completely  furprifed; 
and  appearances  in  the  beginning  were  evidently  on  the  fide 
of  the  former.  But  it  is  faid,  that  a  certain  colonel,  not 
being  fufficiently  experienced,  inflead  of  preMing  with 
fixed  bayonet  on  the  enemy  whom  he  had  driven,  kept 
ordering  his  men,  as  they  advanced,  to  load  and  fire, 
by  v/hich  they  expended  their  ammunition :  and  that, 
inftead  of  halting  on  the  ground  till  furnifhed  afrefh,  he 
ordered  his  regiment  to  retreat.  This  retrograde  ma- 
noeuvre enabled  and  encouraged  the  enemy  to  recover 
themfelves,  while  the  other  Americans,  who  were  ad- 
vancing, were  difheartened  and  difconcerted  by  the  re- 
treating regiment,  not  knowing  the  occafion  of  fuch  re- 
treat. It  is  admitted  however,  that  the  colonel  behaved 
boldly,  by  keeping  himfelf  in  the  rear  next  to  the  enemy. 

*  When  the  royal  army  quitted  German-town,  the  Americans  found 
in  one  of  the  chimney  hearths,  fome  papers  torn  to  pieces,  and  ob- 
ferving  figures  upon  them,  certain  officers  attempted  putting  them  to-r 
pether,  and  found  them  to  be  the  returns  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
at  German-town  battle,  amounting  to  about  eight  hundred* 
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Gen.  Stephen  was  guilty  of  un-ofiker-like  behaviour  in  *777* 
the  retreat,  owing  to  inattention  or  want  of  judgment ; 
which  might  occafion  a  whifper  to  be  circulated  unfa- 
vorable to  gen.  Greene.  But  upon  gen.  Reed's  afking 
the  commander  in  chief  whether  he  was  diffatisfied  with 
Greene's  conduct,  he  candidly  anfwered,  (C  No,  not  at 
all;  the  fault  lay  with  ourfelves "  referring  to  the  column 
with  which  he  was,  and  their  flopping  to  attack  Chew's 
{lone  houfe.  Several  caufes  might  co-operate  to  effect 
the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  American  army.  And  yet 
had  that  column  advanced  without  delay,  leaving  only 
a  fufHcient  corps  with  a  couple  of  field  pieces  to  guard 
the  houfe,  the  obflacles  to  fuccefs  that  afterward  offered, 
might  have  been  removed  or  prevented,  and  Howe's 
army  have  been  totally  defeated,  unlefs  the  fuperiority  of 
their  difcipline  and  bravery  could  have  hindered. 

A  general,  who  was  in  the  action,  wrote  fome  time 
after  to  his  correfpondent — "  At  German-town,  fortune 
fmiled  on  our  arms  for  hours.  The  enemy  were  broke, 
difperfed  and  flying  on  all  quarters :  we  were  in  pofleiTion 
of  their  whole  encampment,  together  with  their  artillery 
park,  &c. — A  wind-mill  attack  was  made  on  a  houfe, 
into  which  fix  light  companies  had  thrown  themfelves 
to  avoid  our  bayonets — this  gave  time  to  the  enemy  to 
rally — our  troops  were  deceived  by  this  attack ;  taking 
it  for  fomething  formidable,  they  fell  back  to  aiTift  in, 
what  they  deemed,  a  ferious  matter. — The  enemy  find- 
ing themfelves  no  further  purfued,  and.  believing  it  to 
be  a  retreat,  followed. — Confufion  enfued,  and  we  ran 
away  from  the  arms  of  victory  ready  to  receive  us." 

Let  us  turn  our  attention  for   a  moment  to  South 
Carolina.     The  fucceffes  of  the  preceding   year  had 

humbled 
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«777*  humbled  the  Cherokees  moft  completely.  The  Caroli- 
nians had  built,  held  and  continued  to  occupy  Fort  Rut- 
ledge  at  Seneca  quietly  and  unoppofed.  The  Indians, 
finding  themielves  thus  vanquished,  fued  in  the  moft 
fubmiffive  terms  for  peace.  A  treaty  between  them  and 
South  Carolina  took  place,  at  which  commiffioners  from 
Georgia  attended,  who  concurred  in  and  figned  the  arti- 
cles of  pacification  on  the  20th  of  May.  By  this  treaty 
the  Cherokees  ceded  a  considerable  part  of  their  land  to 
South  Carolina.  By  the  eighth  and  laft  article,  it  is 
agreed — cc  The  hatchet  fhall  be  for  ever  buried,  and 
there  fhall  be  an  univerfal  peace  and  friendfhip  reefta- 
blifhed  between  South  Carolina,  including  the  Catawba 
and  Georgia  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Cherokee  nation 
on  the  other ;  there  fhall  be  a  general  oblivion  of  inju- 
ries ;  the  contracting  parties  fhall  ufe  their  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  maintain  the  peace  and  friendfhip  now  re- 
eftablifhed,  and  the  Cherokees  fhall,  at  all  times,  appre- 
hend and  deliver  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort 
Rutledge,  every  perfon,  white  or  red,  who,  in  their  na- 
tion or  fettlements,  fhall  by  any  means  endeavour  to  in- 
ftigate  a  war  by  the  Cherokee  nation,  or  hoftility,  or 
robbery,  by  any  of  their  people,  againft  or  upon  .any 
of  the  American  flates,  or  Subjects  thereof." 

Before  we  refume  the  narrative  of  military  operations, 
let  me  mention  that  the  New  York  convention,  autho- 
rized for  that  purpofe  the  20th  of  laft  April,  have  efta- 
blifhed the  conftitution  of  that  ftate.  When  this  was 
done,  the  freeholders  chofe  for  their  governor,  general 
George  Clinton,  a  gentleman  excellently  well  qualified 
to  be  at  the  head  of  the  ftate,  at  fo  interefting  and  per- 
plexed a  period.     His  namefake,  Sir  Henry,  made  an 

incurfion 
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Incurfion  into  Jerfey,  from  the  12th  to  the  16th  of  Sep-  *777« 
tember,  chiefly  to  collect  cattle.  He  brought  away  400 
head3  including  20  milch  cows,  400  fheep  and  a  few 
horfes ;  in  effecting  it,  he  had  8  rank  and  file  killed,  1 7 
wounded,  together  with  a  lieutenant,  9  miffing  befide 
a  drummer,  and  5  taken  prifoners,  by  the  different  par- 
ties of  Americans  that  oppofed  him.  The  expedition . 
contributes  nothing  toward  fubduing  the  country.  The 
lofs  of  the  inhabitants  will  be  the  lefs  felt,  on  account 
of  the  uncommonly  good  crops  of  Indian  corn,  with 
which  they  have  been  this  year  favored.  It  is  furprifing 
to  find  that  country  in  fo  good  order  already.  The 
harveft  has  been  truly  plentiful.  Left  it  ihould  be  for- 
gotten, let  me  mention  that  moil  of  the  damage  which 
the  college-building  at  Princeton  fuflained,  mud  be 
charged  to  the  American  troops ;  who  deftroyed  alfo  the 
leaden  pipes  of  the  organ  (which  had  been  fpared  by 
the  royal  army)  in  order  to  fupply  themfelves  with  a  few 
bullets  to  fire  at  the  enemy. 

Now  let  us  return  to  the  northern  department. 

Lieut,  col.  St.  Leger,  whom  gen.  Burgoyne  had  eariv 
fent  off  toward  the  Mohawk  river,  after  combating  all 
the  difficulties,  natural  and  artificial,  which  offered  on 
his  way,  invefted  Fort  Stanwix,  now  Fort  Schuyler,  on 
the  third  of  Auguft.  It  was  in  fo  poor  a  (late  of  de-  Aug, 
fence,  that  an  immediate  attempt  to  drive  off  the  enemy 
and  relieve  it,  was  abfolutely  neceffary.  Gen.  Herkimer, 
a  leading  perfon  in  Tryon  county,  marched  with  more 
than  800  militia  on  this  fervice.  St.  Leger  had  with 
him  about  700  Indian  warriors,  who  with  their  wives, 
children,  other  men  and  women,  made  up  near  1400. 
He  detached  Sir  John  johnfon,  with  fome  troops  and 
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J777'  the  Indians,  to  lie  in  ambufh  in  the  woods,  and  inter- 
cept the  militia.     Herkimer  fell  into  die  fhare,  and  was 

A«*.  furprifed ;  but  feveral  of  the  chief  Indians  fell  by  the 
fird  fire  he  crave  them  ;  foon  after  which  the  battle  was 
a  fcene  of  confufion  beyond  any  thing  the  Indians  had 
ever  feen.  The  white  people,  confiding  of  the  militia 
and  Sir  John  Johnfon's  tory  troops,  as  his  own  corps  is 
called,  got  together  in  parties  of  twenty  or  thirty,  fo 
that  they  could  not  fire  -,  but  pulled,  and  hauled,  drew 
their  knives  and  ftabbed  each  other.  The  Indians,  who 
confided  of  Shawanefe,  Delawares,  Senecas  and  others, 
after  a  while  conjectured,  from  their  own  lofs  and  the  con- 
fufion which  prevailed,  that  both  Sir  John's  people  and 
Herkimer's  intended  to  dedroy  them :  at  length  fome 
of  their  chiefs  told  the  young  warriors,  that  it  was  a 
plot  of  the  white  people  to  draw  them  into  a  fcrape  and 
cut  them  orT;  and  then  ordered  them  to  kill  all  white 
people  whatever.  It  is  thought,  that  near  as  many  of 
Sir  John's  tory  party  were  killed  by  the  Indians  as  by 
the  militia.  A  number  of  Herkimer's  run  off:  about  a 
hundred  were  fo  furrounded  that  they  could  not  get 
away ;  but  they  pofTerTed  themfelves  of  an  advantageous 
pod  behind  logs,  &c.  where  they  continued  fighting  the 
Indians  with  great  bravery,  till  Sir  John  drew  off  his 
men,  fearing  that  the  garrifon  would  fally  out  and  fall 
upon  him  :  near  upon  feventy  of  the  hundred  by  this 
mean  efcaped.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  lieut. 
col.  Willet,  faliied  out  about  that  time,  and  routed  two 
of  the  Indian  and  tory  encampments,  dedroying  their 
provifion,  and  carrying  off  kettles,  blankets,  mufkets, . 
tomahawks,  fpears,  clothing,  deer  fkins,  a  variety  of 
Indian  affairs,  and  five  colours  j  which  on  their  return 

to 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  53 1 

to  the  fort  were  difplayed  under  the  continental  flag.  I?7^# 
The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  militia  was  160  killed,  be- 
flde  the  wounded.     Gen.   Herkimer   was    among   the 
(lain  :  congrefs  have  refolved  to  honor  him  with  a  monu- 
ment.    Many  of  the  principal  leaders  on  the  American 
fide  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  fo  that  all  expecta- 
tion of  further  attempts  to  relieve  the  fort  by  the  afflft- 
ance  of  militia  was  at  an  end.     The  Indians  however 
were  greatly  difgufted.     St.  Leger  had  brought  down 
with  him  a  number  who  were  neutral*  to  be  fpectators 
of  the  Britifh  conquering  the  Americans  ;  and  had  en- 
gaged to  them  and  the  others,  that  he  and  his  troops 
would  clear  the  way  for  them  to  Albany.     The  victory 
gained  had  been  purchafed  exceeding  dear,  according  to    . 
their   ideas  j  for  they    had    more  than   feventy   killed, 
and  among  them  feveral  of  their  moft  diftinguifhed  and 
favorite  warriors.     St.  Leger  left  no  mean  untried  to 
make  the  utmoft  of  his  victory.     On  the  8th  he  fent  a  Aug, 
flas  to  the  fort,  and  endeavoured  to  intimidate  the  ear- 
rifon,  by  magnifying  his  own  ftrength  j  telling  them, 
that  Burgoyne,  after  deftroying  every  thing  in  his  way, 
was  at  Albany;  and  declaring,  that  the  Indians  were 
determined,  if  they  met  with  further  refinance,  to  deftroy 
all  the  men,  women  and  children  on  the  Mohawk  river, 
and  as  foon  as  they  got  into  the  fort,  to  kill  every  man 
belonging  to  it.     Col.  Ganfevoort,   the   commandant, 
refufed  making  any  anfwer,  or  to  liften  to  any  propofals 
uniefs  made  in  writing.     The  next  day  St.  Leger  tried 
the  fame  fcheme  by  letter,  and  received  for  anfwer,  that 
the  colonel  being  intruded  with  the  charge  of  the  gar- 
rifon  by  the  United  States  of  America,  he  would  defend 
the  fort  at  every  hazard,  and  to  the  utmoft  extremity. 

M  m  i  I: 
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*777-  It  was  fhrewdly  remarked  by  thofe  who  were  within,  that 
not  half  the  pains  would  have  been  taken,  to  have  dis- 
played the  force  immediately  without  or  the  SucoeSs  at  a 
diftance,  if  they  were  any  ways  proportionable  to  the 
reprefentation.  The  night  before  the  letter  was  Sent, 
col.  Willet  and  lieut.  Stockwell,  a  good  woodfman  (as 
they  fcile  him,  who  can  fleer  his  wilhed-for  courfe 
through  the  fhady  and  pathlefs  woods  with  a  degree  of 
certainty  and  readinefs)  undertook  to  attempt  conveying 
intelligence  down  into  the  country,  of  the  danger  the 
fort  was  in,  and  of  the  neceffity  of  relieving  it.  They 
left  it  at  night,  and  crept  upon  their  bellies  for  near  half 
a  mile  ere  they  could  reach  the  Mohawk  river.  After 
palling  it,  they  had  to  crofs  the  path  from  the  Indian 
camp,  on  which  the  Indians  were  continually  going  for- 
ward and  backward  :  for  a  long  time  they  had  the  Indian 
yells  founding  in  their  ears  on  each  fide  of  them.  They 
efcaped  every  danger,  and  after  travelling  thirty  miles,, 
break  faded  the  next  morning  upon  blackberries,  and 
purfued  their  journey  about  twenty  miles  further  to 
German-flats.  Gen.  Schuyler,  upon  receiving  the  in- 
formation at  Stillwater,  forwarded  a  continental  brigade 
under  gen.  Learned ;  when  to  his  great  Satisfaction, 
Arnold  offered  to  go  and  conducl:  the  military  operations 
in  Tryon  county,  for  the  relief  of  the  fort.  After  Her- 
kimer's battle,  a  nephew  of  his,  Mr.  J  oft  Cuyler,  was 
taken  and  Secured  on  iuipicion  of  being  a  fpy.  A  Scheme 
was  laid  to  make  him  Serviceable  to  the  buSineSs  going 
forv/ard.  He  was  brought  to  Arnold,  and  it  was  Settled, 
that  if  he  would  go  and  alarm  the  enemy,  with  repre- 
sentations of  great  numbers  being  on  their  march  againft 
them,  fo  as  to  occafion  their  retreat,  he  fhould  be  libe- 
rated, 
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rated,  and  have  his  eftate,  which  was  very  large,  fecurcd  x777* 
to  him.  He  undertook  it,  being  well  qualified  from 
his  acquaintance  with  the  Indian  language  and  manners, 
and  his  pofleiling  a  good  fhare  of  fubtiky.  The  mode 
of  procedure  was  fettled  in  concert  with  fome  friendly 
Indians:  by  the  advice  of  one  of  their  head  men,  Cuy- 
ler's  coat  was  fliot  through  in  two  or  three  places,  that 
fo  the  tale  he  had  to  relate  might  be  the  more  readily 
believed.  The  neceffity  of  aggravating  the  numbers 
marching  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Schuyler  was  apparent, 
for  when  gen.  Arnold  had  got  to  German-flats,  he  was 
convinced  from  the  intelligence  procured  of  the  enemy's 
ftrength,  that  it  was  much  fuperior  to  his  own ;  fo  that 
on  the  2 1 ft  he  wrote  to  gen.  Gates,  who  arrived  at  Still- 
water and  re-arTumed  the  command  of  the  northern  de- 
partment on  the  19th,  to  fend  him  a  reinforcement  ofAllS- 
1000  light  troops.  Cuyler  proceeded  immediately  to 
the  Indian  camp,  informed  their  warriors  that  vafl  num- 
bers were  coming  againft  them ;  that  major  Butler  was. 
taken  (which  was  a  truth)  and  that  he  narrowly  efcaped, 
for  that  the  Americans  fired  at  him,  and  feveral  fhot 
pailed  through  his  coat,  though  he  got  off  unhurt. 
When  the  Indian  camp  was  thoroughly  alarmed,  one  of 
the  American  friendly  Indians  arrived,  an  hour  or  two 
after  Cuyler,  with  a  belt,  waited  upon  the  chiefs,  and 
confirmed  the  intelligence,  adding,  that  the  Americans 
did  not  want  to  hurt  one  of  them,  all  they  defired  was 
to  fall  upon  theBritifh.  An  Indian  in  camp,  unknown  to 
Arnold,  was  fecretly  prevailed  upon  to  aid  the  project, 
by  going  off  unobferved,  taking  a  circuit,  and  then, 
coming  into  that  part  of  the  camp,  where  were,  thofe 
Indians  who  were  mod  inimical,  with  a  fimilar  ftory  to 
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.„  that  of  Cuyler's.  The  Indians  were  completely  fright- 
ened,  and  determined  to  go  off.  St.  Leger  in  vain  ufed 
every  art  to  prevent  it.  He  attempted  making  them 
drunk  with  rum,  and  then  getting  them  to  alter  their 
refolution.  Fond  as  they  are  of  rum,  they  would  not 
be  taken  in  at  this  feafon  of  apprehended  danger.  He 
then  would  have  prevailed  with  them  to  keep  in  the 
rear,  while  the  other  troops  retreated.  Neither  would 
they  do  that ;  but  told  him—"  You  mean  to  facrihce 
us.  When  we  marched  down,  you  told  us  there  would 
be  no  righting  for  us  Indians :  we  might  go  down  and 
imoke  our  pipes,  whereas  numbers  of  our  warriors  have 
been  killed."— Nothing  could  change  their  determina- 
tion.    They  went  off,  and  St,  Leger  was  obliged  to  de- 

•Aug.  camp,  about  noon  of  the  22d,  in  fuch  hurry  and  con- 

2  2 

fufion,  as  to  leave  his  bombardier  afleep  in  the  bomb 
battery.  His  tents,  with  moil  of  the  artillery  and  ftores, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  garriibn.  Some  of  the  Indian 
Sachems,  who  were  highly  difgufted  with  him,  con- 
cluded to  play  upon  him,  and  divert  themfelves  at  his 
expence.  In  the  evening,  the  flying  troops  came  to  a 
clay  foil,  pretty  foft;  St.  Leger  and  Sir  John  Johnfon 
were  in  an  altercation,  St.  Leger  reproaching  Sir  John 
about  his  Indians,  and  Sir  John  blaming  St.  Leger  for 
not  carrying  on  the  fiege  differently,  A  couple  of  In- 
dian chiefs,  upon  a  riling  hill  at  a  fmall  diftance,  with 
light  enough  to  obferve  their  fituation,  and  near  enough 
to  notice  their  wranglings,  which  proceeded  almoft  to 
fighting,  directed  an  Indian  to  withdraw  lome  confider- 
able  way  behind  them,  and  then  to  run  after  them, 
crying  out  with  all  imaginable  earneftnefs  in  the  Indian 
language-— they  mre.  cornijig—they  art  coming— and  to  con- 
tinue 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  535 

tinue  it.     St.  Leger  and  Sir  John,  upon   hearing   the1 777* 
difmal  note,  made  off  as  fall  as  they  could,  but  often 
tumbled  into  the  dirt.     The  men  threw  away  their  packs, 
and  pufhed  off  in  the  greater!:  hurry.     The  Indians  re- 
newed the  joke;  and  continued  thus  and  in  like  ways 
to  divert   themfelves,    till  the  royalifls    arrived  at  the 
Oneida  lake.     The  animofity  between  the  two  comman- 
ders rofe  at  laftto  fuch  height,  that  they  drew  upon  each 
other,  meaning  to  fettle  the  contefl  by  the  point  of  the 
fword.     The  Indians  being  fully  fatisfied  that  they  had 
carried  the  jeft  far  enough,  and  not  being  in  a  blood- 
thirlty  humor,  approached  the  parties  with  much  gravity 
and    friendlhip,    interpofed  their   good  offices,  recom- 
mended peace,  made  them  friends,  and  carried  off  the 
fecret  of  their  own  management,  wherewith  to  entertain 
themfelves  and  favorites  in  future  *.     Confidering  the 
predominant  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  while  retreating 
in  confequence  of  the  ill  fuccefs  that  had  attended  St. 
Leger,  and  the  lofs  they  had  fuftained,  it  was  not  in  the 
leaft  furprifing,  that  they  plundered  feveral  of  the  boats 
belonging  to  the  army,  and  took  even  from  the  bag- 
gage of  the  officers  what  they  fancied. 

When  general  Wafhington  perceived  from  events  in 
the  north,  that  a  proper  officer  mud  be  chofen  to  com- 
mand the  eaitern  militia,  he  fent  on  gen.  Lincoln,  hav- 
ing learned  that  he  had  influence  over  them,  and  that 
they  confided  in  him.  He  arrived  at  Manchefter  from 
the  fouthward  on  the  2d  of  Auguft,  and  found  about 
600  militia  there,  including  250  that  arrived  a  few  days 

*  They  afterward  diverted  themfelves  and  general  Schuyler  with 
ihis  relation.  Many  of  the  foregoing  particulars  were  communicated 
to  me  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  who  was  part  of  the  time  at  Fort 
Schuyler,  with  fome  of  thofe  Indians  that  were  friendly  to  the  Ame- 
ricans. 

M  m  4  before 
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1 777.  before  from  New  Hampfhire.  Lincoln  wrote  to  the 
MafTachufetts  council,  that  a  body  of  troops  in  that  part 
would  not  only  cover  the  eaftern  ftates,  but  being  in 
the  rear  of  Burgoyne,  oblige  him  to  leave  fo  consider- 
able a  part  of  his  army  at  the  different  polls  he  pofTefled, 
as  would  weaken  him.  Schuyler,  attending  mainly  to 
making  head  againft  Burgoyne's  front,  wrote  to  Lin- 
coln, on  the  4th,  to  march  his  whole  force,  except 
Warner's  regiment,  and  join  him  with  all  poffible  dif- 
patch.  On  the  6th,  Lincoln  had  not  been  joined  by 
any  of  the  MafTachufetts  militia,  faving  a  man  or  twoj 
but  v/as  the  fame  day  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  briga- 
dier-general Stark,  with  about  800  more  men,  from  New 
Hampfhire.  That  ftate  had  been  applied  to  for  a  large 
body  of  militia.  Stark,  who  was  one  of  their  brigadier 
generals,  had  confiderable  influence  among  them :  but  he 
was  exceedingly  foured,  thought  himfelf  neglected,  and 
that  he  had  not  had  juftice  done  him  by  the  congrefs.  He 
had  fought  courageoufly  at  the  battle  of  Breed's  hill  -3 
and  had  fhowed  himfelf  to  be  a  foldier  of  fterljng  cou- 
rage.  Fie  had  alfo  no  particular  liking  for  Schuyler. 
When  therefore  he  was  to  be  intrulTed  with  the  New 
Hampfhire  militia,  he  would  not  take  the  command, 
but  upon  the  condition  of  being  left  at  liberty  to  ferve 
or  not  under  a  continental  commander,  as  he  pleafed : 
and  he  determined  not  to  join  the  continental  army,  till 
the  congrefs  gave  him  his  rank  in  it.  He  had  about 
1400  brave  men  under  him,  well  officered.  Many  of 
them  had  been  in  fervice  the  two  preceding  campaigns, 
and  were  not  raw  militia.  Schuyler  urged  him  repeat 
edly  to  join  him;  but  he  declined  complying,  lie  was 
Induced  fo  to  do,  not  only  from  the  forementioned  rea- 

Tons* 
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fons,    but  from   confidering  that  Burgoyne  would  not  1777. 
care  what  number  of  enemies  he  had  in  front,  if  he  had 

none  in  his  rear,  and  the  country  was  oDen  to.  his  incur- 
fions.  Stark  refolved  therefore  to  hang  upon  his  rear, 
and  neglected  Schuyler's  application.  The  matter  was 
brought  before  congrefs,  fo  that  on  the  1 9th  they  re- 
folved, "  That  the  council  of  New  Hamplhire  be  in- 
formed, that  the  inftrudtions  which  gen.  Stark  fays  he 
has  received  from  them  are  deflrudlive  of  military  fub- 
ordination,  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  common  caufe 
at  this  crifis :  and  that  therefore  they  be  defired  to  in- 
ilrudl  gen.  Stark  to  conform  himfelf  to  the  fame  rules 
which  other  general  officers  of  the  militia  are  iubjedc  to, 
whenever  they  are  called  out  at  the  expence  of  the 
United  States."  But  before  this  relblve,  Stark  had  af- 
fured  Schuyler,  that  he  would  do  every  thing  to  promote 
the  public  good,  but  was  not  for  doing  any  thing  that 
might  prove  inconfiftent  with  his  own  honor :  however, 
if  it  was  thought  bed  that  he  fhould  march  immediately 
to  the  camp,  he  would  acquiefce.  On  the  13th  he 
wrote,  that  he  fhould  throw  away  all  private  refentment, 
when  put  in  balance  with  the  good  of  his  country. 
Gen.  Wafhington  did  not  approve  of  Schuyler's  appa- 
rent intention  of  uniting  all  the  militia  and  continental 
troops  in  one  body,  and  of  making  an  oppofition  wholly 
in  front.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  a  fufficient  body  of 
militia  fhould  alway  be  referred  to  fall  upon  Burgoyne's 
flanks  or  rear,  and  to  intercept  his  convoys.  Stark 
however  had  concluded,  on  the  day  laft  mentioned,  upon 
marching  from  Bennington  to  meet  Lincoln  at  a  certain 
appointed  place,  and  to  proceed  with  him  and  join 
Schuyler  $  but  white  writing  to  die  former,  he  received 

infor- 
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x777-  information,,  that  the  enemy  were  on  their  march  to 
Cambridge. 

General  Burgoyne's  progrefs  toward  Albany  was  de- 
layed through  the  want  of  a  fpeedy  and  fufficient  fupply 
of  provifions.  He  confidered  in  what  way  the  difficulty 
was  to  be  furmounted.  According  to  information,  the 
Americans  had  a  great  cfepofit  of  corn,  flour  and  flore 
cattle  at  Bennington,  which  was  guarded  only  by  militia. 
Every  day's  account  confirmed  the  perfuafion  of  the  loy- 
alty of  one  defcription  of  the  inhabitants  m  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  panic  of  the  other.  He  there- 
fore entertained  the  defign  of  furprifmg  the  (lores  at 
Bennington,  and  of  fending  a  very  large  detachment 
upon  the  expedition ;  but  was  diverted  from  the  latter 
(as  fuppofed)  by  major  Skeen,  who  allured  him,  "  The 
friends  to  the  Britifh  caufe  are  as  five  to  one,  and  they 
want  only  the  appearance  of  a  protecting  power  to  fhow 
themfelves."  Relying  upon  their  attachment,  the  ge- 
neral lent  the  German  lieut.  col.  Baum,  with  only  about 
500  men,  and  100  Indians,  who  carried  with  them  two 
light  pieces  of  artillery.  To  facilitate  the  operation  the 
army  moved  along  the  eaft  fhore  of  Hudfon's  River, 
and  encamped  nearly  oppofite  to  Saratoga  3  and  a  bridge 
of  rafts  being  thrown  over,  the  advance  corps  palled  to 
that  place.  Lieut,  col.  Breyman's  corps,  confiding  of 
the  Brunfwick  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  and  chafTeurs, 
were  polled  at  Batten-kill,  in  order  if  necefTary  to  fup- 
port  Baum.  Stark  hearing  that  a  party  of  Indians  was 
at  Cambridge,  lent  lieut  col.  Gregg  with  200  men  to 
flop  their  progrefs.  Toward  night  he  was  informed  by 
exprefs,  that  there  was  a  large  body  of  regulars  in  the 
l  za$  of  the  Indians.  On  that  he  drew  together  his  bri- 
gade, 
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gade,  and  the  militia  who  were  at  hand,  in  order  to  flop  1777. 
their  march;  fent  to  Manchefter  for  col.  Warner's  re- 
giment, and  forwarded  exprefTes  to  the  neighbouring 
militia  to  join  him  with  all  fpeed.  He  then  marched, 
in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  with  col.  Warner,  Williams 
and  Bruih,  and  the  men  prefent,  and  in  about  {even 
miles  met  Gregg  retreating,  and  the  enemy  within  a 
mile  of  him.  The  troops  drew  up  in  order  of  battle ; 
and  the  enemy,  upon  coming  in  fight,  halted  upon  a 
very  advantageous  piece  of  ground.  Baum  perceiving 
that  the  Americans  were  too  ftrong  to  be  attacked  by 
his  prefent  force,  fent  an  exprefs  to  Burgoyne  with  an 
account  of  his  fituation  -}  and  Breyman  was  immediately 
difpatched  to  reinforce  him.  Mean  while  fmall  parties 
of  the  Americans  fkirmifhed  with  the  enemy,  killed 
and  wounded  thirty  of  them,  with  two  Indian  chiefs, 
without  any  lofs  to  themfelves,  which  had  a  good  effect 
upon  their  courage.  The  ground  Stark,  occupied  not 
being  fuitable  for  a  general  action,  he  retreated  about  a 
mile  and  encamped.  In  a  council  of  war  it  was  agreed, 
to  fend  two  detachments  into  the  enemy's  rear,  while  the 
reft  of  the  troops  attacked  in  front. 

It  rained  all  day,  which  retarded  the  intended  afTault,  Aug. 
however  there  were  frequent  fkirmifhings  in  fmall  par-    *$* 
ties.     The  heavy  rain,  together  with  the  badnefs  of  the 
roads,  prevented  alio  Breyman's  advancing  to  Baum's 
afnftance  with  difpatch.     The  next  day,    Stark  being 
joined  in  the  morning  by  col.  Symond's  from  Berklhire,   ,£ 
purfued  his  plan.     Baum,  in  the  mean  while,  had  in- 
trenched and  rendered  his  poft  as  defenfible  as  time  and 
its  nature  would  admit.     Stark  detached  col.  Nichols 
with  200  men  to  the  rear  of  his  left :  col,  Henrick,  with 

3°0 
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1 777-  300  men,  was  fent  to  the  rear  of  his  right :  they  were 
to  join,  and  then  attack.  Cols.  Hubard  and  Stickney, 
with  200,  were  ordered  flill  further  on  his  right.  A 
hundred  men  were  alfo  advanced  toward  his  front  to 
draw  his  attention  that  way.  About  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  all  were  ready  for  the  attack.  Before  Nichols 
and  Henrick  could  join,  the  Indians  pufned  off  between 
the  two  corps,  but  receiving  a  fire  as  they  palled,  had 
three  killed  and  two  wounded.  Nichols  then  began  the 
aflault  upon  Baum,  and  was  followed  by  the  reft  ;  thole 
in  front  pufhing  forward.  In  a  few  minutes  the  action 
became  general,  and  lafted  about  two  hours,  with  one 
continued  noife  like  the  ruffling  of  a  drum.  Baum 
made  a  brave  defence ;  and  the  German  dragoons  kept 
together  after  having  expended  their  ammunition,  and 
led  by  their  colonel  charged  with  their  fwords,  but  were 
foon  overpowered.  The  whole  detachment,  though 
well  enclofed  by  two  bread  works,  were  forced  to  give 
way  to  the  fuperior  number  and  courage  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, who  with  their  brown  firelocks,  fcarce  a  bayonet, 
little  difcipline,  and  not  a  fingle  piece  of  cannon,  ven- 
tured to  attack  500  well-trained  regulars,  furnifhed  with 
the  bed  and  completed  arms  and  accoutrements,  hav- 
ing two  pieces  of  artillery,  being  advantageoufly  pofted, 
and  accompanied  by  a  ico  Indians.  When  the  militia 
had  gained  the  victory,  they  difperfed  to  collect  plunder, 
which  they  were  very  defirous  of  fecuring.  This  nearly 
proved  fatal  to  them.  While  thus  bufied,  Stark  received 
information,  that  the  reinforcement  under  Breyman  was 
within  two  miles  of  him.  Happily  at  that  indant,  War- 
ner's continental  regiment,  which  had  been  fent  for  from 
Manchefter,  came  up  frefh,  marched  on  and  began  to 

engage  9 
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engage:  mean  while  the  militia  collected  as  fail  as  pof-  1777* 
fible,  and  puihed  on  to  its  afliftance.  The  action  be- 
came general ;  and  the  battle  continued  obftinate  on 
both  fides  till  funfet ;  when  the  Germans  gave  way  partly 
through  a  failure  of  ammunition,  leaving  their  two  pieces 
of  artillery  behind  them,  and  a  number  of  prifoners. 
They  retreated  in  the  beft  manner  they  could,  improv- 
ing the  advantage  of  the  evening  and  of  the  night. 

The  Americans  took  four  brafs  field  pieces,  twelve 
brafs  drums,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dragoon  fwords, 
four  ammunition  waggons,  and  about  700  prifoners, 
among-  whom  was  lieut.  col.  Baum.  Three  hundred 
dead  are  faid  to  have  been  found  upon  the  fpot :  but  if 
fo,  furely  the  (lain  on  each  fide  muft  have  been  included. 
The  Americans  loft  but  about  100  killed  and  wounded. 
The  courage  of  the  men  was  fharpened  by  the  profpect 
of  ad  vantage,  for  in  gen.  Stark's  orders  they  were  promifed 
all  the  plunder  that  mould  be  taken  in  the  enemy's 
camp.  The  royal  officers  were  ailonilhed  to  fee  how 
undauntedly  they  rufhed  on  the  mouths  of  the  cannon. 
Both  men  and  officers  are  entitled  to  much  honor  for 
their  gallant  behaviour.  Cols.  Warner  and  Henrick's 
fuperior  fkill  in  military  matters  was  of  fervice  to  the 
general,  who  was  lefs  converfant  with  them  than  they : 
but  his  rank  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  was  after- 
ward given  him  by  congrefs,  on  the  4th  of  October, 
when  they  <c  refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  congrefs  be 
prefented  to  gen.  Stark,  of  the  New  Hampfhire  militia, 
and  the  officers  and  troops  under  his  command,  for  their 
brave  and  fuccefsful  attack  upon,  and  fignal  victory  over 
the  enemy  in  their  lines  at  Bennington :  and  that  bri- 
gadier Stark  be  appointed  a  brigadier  general  in  the 
8  army 
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s777*  army  of  the  United  States."     Never  were  thanks  more 
defervedly  beftowed.     This  was  the  firft  turn  of  affairs 
in  favor  of  the  Americans  in  the  northern  department, 
after  the  death  of  gen.  Montgomery.     It  raifed  the  fpi- 
rits  of  the  country,  and  made  the  militia  willing  to  turn 
out  beyond  what  would  otherwife  have  been  done.  When 
gen.  Gates  wrote  to  the  commander  in  chief  fome  days 
after  his  arrival  at  Still-water,  he  thus  exprefTed  himfelf 
— cc  Upon  my  leaving  Philadelphia,  the  profpect  this 
way  appeared  moft  gloomy,  but  the  fevere  checks  the 
enemy  have  met  with  at  Bennington  and  in  Tryon  county, 
has  given  a  more  pleafmg  view  of  public  affairs.      I 
cannot  fufHciently  thank  your  excellency  for  fending  col, 
Morgan's  corps  [of  riflemen.]      They  will  be  of  the 
greatefl  fervice  to  the  army ;  for  until  the  late  fucceffes 
this  way,  I  am  told  it  was  quite  panic  ftruck  by  the  In- 
dians,   and  their  tory  and  Canadian  affafuns  in  Indian 
drefs.     Few  of  the  militia  demanded  are  yet  arrived, 
but  I  hear  of  great  numbers  on  their  march."     Stark's 
victory  gave  reputation  to  the  militia,  as  well  as  increafed 
their   courage.      They  found  that  neither  Britifh  nor 
German  regulars  were  invincible ;  but  that  they  could 
beat  both.     The  artillery  and  other  trophies  excited  their 
hope  and  confidence.     While  the  Americans  were  ex- 
ulting upon  the  occafion  on  the  one  fide,  the  royal  army 
under  Burgoyne  experienced  a  degree  of  depreffton  on 
the  other ,  efpecially  as  the  difafter  at  Bennington  not 
only  added  to  their  delay,  but  gave  Gates  the  opportu- 
nity of  ltrengthening  himfelf,  by  the  arrival  of  the  mi- 
litia,   who  were  upon    their   march  to   reinforce  him* 
When  he  was  upon  his  journey  to  take  the  command, 
he  was  much  dejected,  no  lefs  than  the  troops  which 

were 
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were  to  be  under  him;  but  the  Bennington  affair  put  i^. 
them  both  in  better  {pints,  and  afforded  them  fome  pro- 
mising expectations.  They  relied  on  his  abilities,  lb 
that  his  appearance  at  camp,  and  his  mode  of  conduct- 
ing military  bufmefs,  at  once  filled  them  with  courage 
and  resolution ;  and  in  a  few  days  they  faced  about  and 
advanced  toward  Burgoyne. 

On  the  30th  the  Britifh  commander  had  occafion  tOAu<% 
write  to  him ;  and  in  his  Tetter  complained  of  inhuma-  3°* 
nity  exercifed  toward  the  provincial  foldiers  in  the  king's 
fervice  after  the  affair  of  Bennington ;  and  then  hinted 
at  retaliation.     Gen.  Gates  in  his  anfwer  of  September 
the  2d,  invalidated  the  charge,  and  then  retorted  the 
Indian  cruelties,  which  he  imputed  to  Burgoyne,  fay- 
ing, cc  Mifs  McRea,  a  young  lady,  lovely  to  the  fight, 
of  virtuous  character,  and  amiable  difpofition,  engaged 
to  an  officer  of  your  army,  was,  with  other  women  and 
children,  taken  out  of  a  houfe  near  Fort  Edward,  car* 
ried  into  the  woods,  and  there  fcalped  and  mangled  in  a 
mod  fhocking  manner.   Two  parents  with  their  fix  chil- 
dren, were   all  treated  with  the  fame  inhumanity,  while 
quietly  rending  in  their  once  happy  and  peaceful  dwel- 
ling.    The  miferable  fate  of  Mils  M(Rea  was  particu- 
larly aggravated,  by   her  being  dreffed  to  receive  her 
promifed  hufband,  when  me  met  her  murderer  employ- 
ed by  you.     Upward  of  ioo   men,  women   and   chil- 
dren,   have  perifhed  by  the  hands  of  the  ruffians,    to 
whom,  it  is  afferted,  you  have  paid  the  price  of  blood. '; 
Gen.  Burgoyne,  in  his  reply  of  the  6th,  vindicated  his     6. 
own  character ;  Ihowed  that  Mifs  McRea's  death  was 
no  premeditated  barbarity ;  and  declared  that  that  in- 
stance excepted^  Gates's  intelligence,  reflecting  the  cru- 
elties 
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l777»elties  of  the  Indians,  was  falfe.  It  might  be  erroneous 
in  point  of  numbers  and  other  circumftances ;  but  Bur- 
goyne  was  undoubtedly  miflaken  in  pronouncing  it  all 
falfe,  with  only  a  fingle  exception.  The  number  of 
Indians  that  joined  him  v/as  500.  The  firfl  party  fent 
out,  paid  attention  to  the  reftrictions  he  had  laid  them 
under  in  his  fpeech  of  June  the  a  ill  near  Crown-point ; 
and  when  they  had  made  feveral  of  the  Americans  pri- 
ibners  in  the  heat  of  action,  treated  them  with  Euro- 
pean humanity.  But  they  could  not  long  brook  fuch 
reftraints.  They  grew  uneafy,  and  reverted  to  their 
cruelties  and  habits  of  plunder ;  and  feveral  perfons  be- 
came victims  to  their  mode  of  war.  My  account  of 
Mifs  M'Rea's  death  will  differ  only  circumflantially  from 
Burgoyne's.  Mr.  Jones,  her  lover,  anxious  on  her  ac- 
count, engaged  fome  Indians  of  two  different  tribes  to 
convey  her  away  from  among  the  Americans  for  the 
purpofe  of  fecurity.  He  might  fear  for  her,  on  account 
of  her  father's  being  interefted  in  the  royal  caufe,  and 
of  her  attachment  to  himfelf.  He  promifed  to  reward 
the  perfon,  who  mould  bring  her  fafe  to  him,  with  a 
barrel  of  rum.  The  two  who  took  her  and  carried  her 
to  fome  diftance,  difputed  who  of  them  mould  convey 
her  to  Mr.  Jones.  Each  was  anxious  for  the  reward ; 
and  that  the  other  might  not  receive  it,  one  of  them 
ftruckhis  tomahawk  into  her  fcull  and  killed  her*.  As 
no  whifper  contrary  to  her  being  of  an  unblemifhed  cha- 
racter ever  reached  me,  in  any  place  or  company ;  be- 
lt far  from  any  future  European  writer  to  tomahawk  her- 

*  This  is  the  iubftance  of  the  relation. given  by  Mrs.  M'Neil,  who 
was  in  company  with  Mifs  M-'Rca  when  taken  by  the  Indians. 
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reputation*.  Upon  the  firft  intelligence  of  what  had1-"/* 
happened,  Biirgoyne  obliged  the  Indians  to  deliver  up 
the  murderer,  and  threatened  to  put  him  to  death.  Many 
thought  the  threat  would  have  been  executed ;  but  he 
was  pardoned,  upon  the  Indians  agreeing  to  terms  en* 
joined  them  by  Bnrgoyne,  which  the  general  thought 
would  be  more  efficacious  than  an  execution  to  prevent 
fimilar  mifchiefs*  He  told  their  interpreter,  that  he 
would  lofe  every  Indian  rather  than  connive  at  their  enor- 
rhities,  or  to  that  effect  f.  They  were  not  however  fa~ 
tisfied ;  and  to  his  aftonimment  fome  of  the  tribes  told 
him,  at  a  council  held  the  beginning  of  Auguft*  that 
they  intended  to  return  home,  and  demanded  his  con- 
currence and  aiTiftance*  The  general  was  convinced* 
that  a  cordial  reconciliation  was  only  to  be  effected,  by 
a  renunciation  of  all  his  former  prohibitions,  and  ail  in- 
dulgence in  blood  and  rapine :  but  he  firmly  adhered 
to  the  controls  he  had  eftablifhedj  and  the  fpeech  he 
made  to  therri  feemed  to  have  the  defired  effect*  But  a 
defertion  took  place  the  next  day,  and  they  went  off  by 
fcores,  loaded  with  what  plunder  they  had  collected. 

The  murder  of  Mifs  M'Rea  exafperated  the  Ame- 
ricans 3  and  from  that  and  other  cruelties  occafion  wa> 
taken  to  blacken  the  royal  party  and  army.  The  peo- 
ple detefted  that  army  which  accepted  of  fuch  Indian 
aid,  and  loudly  reprobated  that  government  which  could 
call  in  fuch  auxiliaries.  Gtn.  Gates  was  not  deficient 
in  aggravating,  by  feveral  publications,  the  excefTes 
which  had  taken  place ;  and  with  no  imall  advantage  to 
his  own  military  operations* 

*  See  Marquis  cte  Chaftellux's  Travels  in  North  America,  vol,  u 
p,  417.  +  Earl  of  Harrington  before  the  houfe  of  commons. 
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'777*      General  Lincoln,  about  this  time,  marched  from  Mart- 
chefter  to  Pawlet,  with  the  few  militia  that  had  joined 
him.     Having  received  fome  reinforcement  in  order  to 
Sept.  divide  and  diffract  the  royal  army,  he  fent  off  with  the 
13.     advice  of  his  officers,    on  the   13th,    col.  Brown  and 
five  hundred  men,  to  the  landing  at  Lake  George,  to 
releafe  the  prifoners  and  deflroy  the  Britifri  flores  there ; 
and  the  fame  number  of  men  under  col.  Johnfon  to 
Mount  Independence.     The  latter  was  to  give  a  diver- 
fion  to  the  enemy,  while  the  former  executed  his  com- 
mand ;    and  if  an  opportunity  offered,  without  rifking 
too  much,  to  pulh  for  Mount  Independence,  while  col. 
Brown    attempted  Tyconderoga.      Further   to   amufe 
and  divide  the  enemy,  by  attacking  the  out-pofls,  &c. 
a  like  number  of  men  were  fent  under  col.  Woodbridge 
to  Skeenfborough,  thence  to  Fort  Anne,  and  fb  on  to- 
ward  Fort  Edward.     He  doubted  not,  but  that  thefe 
movements  would  meet  with  gen.  Gates's  approbation, 
though  made  without  his  knowledge.     He  would  have 
mentioned  the  defign,  and  not  have  put  the  plan  into 
execution  without  his  advice,  could  he  have  been  fure 
that  the  information  would  not  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy  *. 

Colonel  Brown  conducted  his  operations  with  fuch 
fecrecy  and  addrefs,  that  he  effectually  furprifed  all  the 
18.  out-pofts  between  the  landing  at  the  north  end  of  Lake 
George  and  the  body  of  the  fortrefs  at  Tyconderoga. 
Mount  Defiance,  Mount  Hope,  the  French  lines  and  a 
blockhoufe,  with  200  batteaus,  an  armed  (loop,  and  fe- 
yeral  gun-boats,  were  almofl  inflantly  taken.  Four 
companies  of  foot,  with  nearly  an  equal  number  of  Ca- 

*  Lincoln's  letter; 

.  .. "_  nadians, 
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nadians,  and  many  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  die  vef-  I777« 
fels,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  293,  were  made  prifon- 
ers,  and  100  Americans  releafed.  Brown,  befide  tak- 
ing a  number  of  arms  and  other  things,  retook  the  con- 
tinental flandard  left  at  Ty  when  the  fort  was  evacuated. 
His  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded  was  trifling.  Finding 
after  four  days  trial,  that  he  and  Johnfon  could  not  mailer 
Ty  and  Mount  Independence,  they  abandoned  the  de- 
Fign  and  returned. 

While  the  aforementioned  expedition  was  carrying  on, 
gen.  Burgoyne,  having  at  length  obtained  about  thirty 
days  provifion  with  other  neceiTary  flores,  refolved  upon 
palling  the  Hudibn's  river  with  the  army ;  which  having 
executed,  he  encamped  on  the  heights  and  in  the  plain 
of  Saratoga.  He  took  this  meafure  upon  himfelf,  on 
the  fuppofition  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  call  any 
officers  into  council,  as  the  peremptory  tenor  of  his  or- 
ders, and  the  feafon  of  the  year  admitted  of  no  alterna- 
tive. He  then  advanced  along  the  fide  of  the  river,  and 
encamped  on  the  heights  about  two  miles  from  gen. 
Gates's  camp,  which  was  three  miles  above  Still-water. 
On  the  1 8th  the  Americans  marched  out  3000  flrono- 
in  order  to  attack  him,  but  found  that  to  be  prudenti- 
ally  impracticable.  However  they  drew  up  in  full  view 
of  him,  and  there  tarried  till  dark.  Gates  was  careful 
to  keep  col.  Morgan's  regiment  of  riflemen,  and  a  large 
corps  of  light  infantry  under  col.  Durbin,  always  in  ad- 
vance, ready  to  oppofe  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
Large  fcouting  parties  from  this  advanced  body  were  con- 
tinually patroling  to  prevent  a  furprife.  The  next  day,  ^ 
gen.  Burgoyne  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Britifh 
line,  which  compofed  the  right  wing;  this  was  covered 
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* 77"* by  gen.  Frazer  and  col.  Breyman,  with  the  grenadiers 
and  light  infantry  of  the  army,  being  themfelves  co- 
vered by  the  Indians,  provincials  and  Canadians  in  the 
front  and  flanks.  He  advanced  toward  the  American 
left  wing,  through  fome  intervening  woods  of  no  great 
extent ;  while  the  left  of  the  royal  army  and  artillery 
under  the  gens.  Phillips  and  Reidefel  kept  along  the  great 
roads  and  meadows  by  the  river  fide. 
Sept.  Some  of  the  American  fcouting  parties  fall  in  with 
*9*  thofe  of  the  Britifh,  and  with  great  boldnefs  begin  the 
attack  about  one  o'clock  at  noon.  The  firing  is  no 
fooner  heard  by  gen.  Phillips,  than  he  makes  his  way, 
with  a  part  of  the  artillery,  through  the  wood,  and  renders 
elTential  fervice.  Each  commander  fupports,  reinforces, 
and  orders  different  regiments  to  engage ;  and  the  battle 
is  hot  and  obftinate  on  both  fides,  till  about  half  pafb 
two  o'clock,  when  it  ceafes  for  half  an  hour.  The  Ame- 
rican and  Britifh  line  being  fully  formed,  the  action  is 
renewed,  and  becomes  general  at  three.  Both  armies 
appear  determined  to  conquer  or  die.  There  is  one 
continual  blaze  of  fire'  for  three  hours  without  intermif- 
fion.  The  report  of  the  mtifkets  refembles  an  inceffant 
roll-beating  on  a  number  of  drums.  The  Americans 
and  Britifh  alternately  drive  and  are  driven  by  each  other. 
Three  Britifh  regiments,  the  20th,  the  2ift,  and  the 
6  2d,  are  in  conftant  and  clofe  fire  for  near  four  hours. 
All  Suffer  considerable  lofs :  the  6 ad,  which  was  500 
flrong  when  it  left  Canada,  is  reduced  to  lefs  than  60 
men,  and  to  4  or  5  officers.  The  24th  regiment  be- 
longing to  Frazer's  brigade,  with  the  grenadiers  and  a 
part  of  die  light  infantry  are  brought  into  action.  Brey- 
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man's  riflemen,  and  fome  other  parts  of  his  corps,  are  x  777* 
alio  of  fervice  j  but  only  act  occafionally.  The  Ame- 
rican troops  in  action  are  thofe  under  Morgan  and  Dur- 
bin ;  the  firft,  fecond  and  third  New  Hampfhire  regi- 
ments ;  the  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  Maflachufetts ;  the 
fecond  and  third  New  York ;  and  a  Connecticut  regi- 
ment of  militia.  The  ninth  Maflachufetts  regiment, 
col.  Weflbn's,  is  warmly  engaged,  and  greatly  diftin- 
guifhes  itfelf.  Col.  Scammell  of  the  firft  New  Hamp- 
fhire regiment  is  peculiarly  active,  enterprifing  and  brave; 
and  leads  on  his  men  clofe  to  the  enemy  with  great  un- 
dauntednefs,  before  he  fuffers  them  to  fire.  Capt.  Jones, 
with  his  brigade  of  Britifh.  artillery,  behaves  with  the 
utmoft  intrepidity.  His  four  cannon  are  repeatedly 
taken  and  retaken.  He  is  killed,  other  officers  are 
wounded ;  and  thirty-fix  out  of  forty-eight  of  the  ma- 
trofles  are  killed  or  wounded.  Few  actions  have  been 
characterized,  by  more  obflinacy  in  attack  or  defence, 
than  is  the  prefent.  The  Britifh  bayonet  is  repeatedly 
tried  without  effect.  During  the  engagement  many 
Americans  place  themfelves  in  high  trees  in  the  rear  of 
their  own  line ;  and  there  is  feldom  a  minute's  interval 
of  fmoke  in  any  part  of  the  Britifh  line,  without  offi- 
cers being  taken  off  by  fingle  (hot.  One  is  aimed  at 
Burgoyne,  but  pafles  through  the  arm  of  capt.  Green, 
aid  de  camp  to  Phillips,  while  delivering  a  meflage. 
The  Britifh  commander's  efcape  is  owing  to  the  cap- 
tain's having  a  laced  furniture  to  his  faddle,  which  oc- 
cafions  his  being  miftaken  for  the  general.  Toward  the 
clofe  of  the  day,  gen.  Gates  orders  out  of  camp  to  the 
field  of  battle,  the  10th  Maflachufetts  regiment  under 

Nnj  cok 
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f777-  col.  Marfhall  *.  When  he  comes  upon  the  open  ground, 
he  is  perceived  by  a  Britifh  officer,  who  has  entered  the 
neighbouring  wood  with  his  foldiers,  and  is  upon  the 
point  of  overpowering  an  American  regiment.  The 
Britifh  officer  quits  the  wood,  calls  out  to  him  not  to 
fire  for  that  he  is  a  friend.  Marfhall  fufpecls  it,  but  the 
dufk  of  the  evening  prevents  his  diftinguifhing  the  re- 
gimentals -,  he  therefore  orders  his  men  to  make  ready. 
He  obferves  the  officer  directing  his  foldiers,  by  the 
motion  of  his  fword,  how  to  form ;  and  at  length  dis- 
cerns the  grenadier-caps,  on  which  he  calls  out  to  his 
xntnfire.  The  Britifh  officer  falls,  and  after  a  while  the 
regiment  fesks  its  fafety  in  a  retreat,  which  terminates 
the  action  in  this  quarter.  In  another  fpot,  the  Ameri- 
cans give  way  to  the  Britifh  bayonet  and  quit  the  field. 
Gen.  Reidefel,  by  exerting  himfelf,  brings  up  a  part  of 
the  left  wing,  and  arrives  juft  in  time  to  charge  fome 
of  the  Americans.  But  a  regiment  of  the  latter  remains 
longeft  on  the  field  of  battle,  by  continuing  upon  it 
hours  after  the  action  totally  ceafes.  Lieut,  col.  Brooks, 
who  commands  the  eighth  MafTachufetts  regiment,  by 
order  of  gen.  Gates,  goes  to  the  left  of  all  the  Ameri- 
can troops,  fo  as  to  out  flanfe  the  Britifh,  when  he  forms 
his  line  j  but  perceives  troops  in  front  of  him,  whom 
he  cannot  clearly  diflinguifh  becaufe  of  the  latenefs  of 
the  evening,  and  the  dufk  being  increafed  by  the  trees. 
They  foon  fire,  and  kill  one  of  his  men,  wounding 
others ;  on  which  he  immediately  engages  them,  and 
they  give  way.  He  concludes  they  are  Germans  from 
the  brafs  cafes  on  their  breads,  for  containing  lighted 

*  He  was  Heut.  col.  of  militia,  when  he  gave  evidence  on  the  trial 
of  sii€  foldiers  at  Bofton  in  1770.     See  vol,  i.  p.  285, 

match. 
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match.  Brooks  remarking  that  the  other  American  re-  I777* 
giments  are  withdrawn,  and  that  he  cannot  be  fupported 
in  cafe  the  enemy  advance  upon  him,  and  hearing  them 
talk  at  a  diitance,  changes  his  pofition,  and.  falls  back 
into  the  open  road  leading  to  the  camp,  and  there  re- 
mains. At  length  he  fends  to  Gates  for  orders  how  to. 
act,  who  directs  him  to  return  into  camp ;  where  it  was 
before  apprehended  all  the  troops  had  collected  that 
had  been  in  action.  It  is  near  upon  eleven  o'clock  at 
night  when  he  quits  the  ground  and  returns. 

The  Britifti  loft  in  this  action  rather  more  than  500 
in  killed,  wounded  and  priibners  *.  The  lofs  of  the 
Americans  was,  officers  included,  64  killed,  217  wound- 
ed, and  38  miffing,  in  all  319  f.  None  of  their  right 
wing  or  centre  were  engaged,  excepting  Marfhall's  re- 
giment. The  number  that  engaged  was  about  2500. 
Gates's  whole  army,  with  the  militia  prefent,  was  about 
7000.  Lincoln  had  not  then  joined  him  with  his  mili- 
tia ,  neither  was  he  in  the  action,  but  at  or  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Bennington.  Arnold's  divifion  was  out  in 
the  action,  but  he  himfelf  did  not  head  them ;  he  re- 
mained in  the  camp  the  whole  time.  The  foreign  of- 
ficers faid,  that  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  they 
had  been,  whether  in  Flanders  or  eliewhere,  they  never 
knew  fo  long  and  hot  a  fire.  The  American  army  ex- 
pended nearly  all  their  ammunition,  and  had  but  abpu£ 
forty  rounds  a  man  left  them.  After  the  action,  the  ge- 
neral was  under  the  neceffity  of  fending  not  only  for 
powder,  but  alio  to  Albany  for  all  the  window  leads  and 
other  lead  that  could  be  gotten  for  the  making  of  bul- 

*  Lieut,  col.  Kingfton  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  +  The 

board  of  war. 
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*  77  7*  lets.  He  had  never  more  than  three  days  provifion  of 
flour  at  a  time  :  but  on  the  day  of  action  the  army  hac] 
none,  for  it  did  not  arrive  tjll  the  2©tli.  It  had  been 
conftantly  the  practice  of  gen,  Gates,  to  ta^e  the  pre- 
caution of  having  the  baggage  loaded  every  morning, 
and  of  being  ready  for  a  fudden  movement ;  feme  of 
the  Britifh  officers  not  knowing  this  was  his  practice, 
wrongly  inferred  from  its,  being  taken  the  morning  after 
the  action,  that  he  was  apprehenfiye  of  being  pufhed, 
and  of  bejng  obliged  to  give  way.  The  rpyal  army 
however  ciifcovered  apprehenfion,  by  lying  all  the  en- 
fuing  night  upon  their  arms,  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
field  of  battle,  The  next  day  they  took  a  pofition  nearly 
within  cannon  fhot  of  the  Americans,  and  fortified  their 
right.  The  engagement  anfwered  fp  little  to  the  expecr 
tations  of  their  Indian  auxiliaries,  that  a  frefh  defertion, 
among  them  took:  place^  in  this  feafon  of  danger  ancj 
diftrefs ;  while  a  number  of  other  Indians  repaired  tq 
the  American  camp.  The  laft  were  attending  a  treaty 
with  the  American  commifiioners  $  who,  finding  they 
were  inclinable  to  engage  in  the  war,  prepared  a  fbeechj, 
and  the  next  day  offered  them  the  war  belt,  which  was, 
immediately  and  folemnly  accepted  by  warriors  of  the 
Oneidas,  Tufcaroras,  Onondagos,  and  Mohawks.  On 
the  17  th  the  war  feaft  was  prepared,,  at  which  the  belt 
was  folemnly  accepted  by  the  whole.  The  18th  and 
19th  pafled  in  equipping  them.  Being  informed  the 
.19th  at  night,  that  the  American  army  was  engaged, 
many  of  the  Indians  marched  off  without  delay,  and  with 
fuch  difpatch  as  to  reach  Gates  before  noon  next  days 
though  the  diftance  was  very  confiderable,  and  by  night 
die  remainder  arrived  in  camp  making  in  all  near  150. 

The 
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The  proximity  of  the  two  armies  induced  the  Ame-  1777* 
rican  general  to  redouble  his  ardor  in  ftrengthening  his 
left.  The  Americans  are  expert  beyond  all  other  na- 
tions, in  the  mode  of  defence  by  intrenchment,  covered 
with  ftrong  abbatis  *.  From  the  20th  of  September  to 
the  7th  of  October,  the  armies  were  fo  near,  that  not  a 
night  parTed  without  firing,  and  fometimes  concerted  at- 
tacks upon  the  Britifh  advanced  piquets.  No  foraging 
party  could  be  made  by  the  royal  troops,  without  great 
detachments  to  cover  it,  It  was  the  American  plan  to 
harafs  the  enemy  by  conftant  alarms  f.  Mean  while, 
gen.  Lincoln,  agreeable  to  the  orders  fent  him,  marched 
toward  the  camp.  By  the  29th,  he  joined  Gates  with 
about  2000  militia. 

General  Burgoyne  had,  from  the  beginning,  a  firm 
hope  of  being  powerfully  fuccoured  when  wanted,  and 
at  any  rate  of  being  met  and  joined  at  Albany,  by  3 
ftrong  force  from  the  army  at  New  York.  With  great 
difficulty  he  received,  on  the  21ft,  a  letter  in  cypher 
from  Sir  H.  Clinton,  informing  him,  that  the  latter  in- 
tended making  a  diverfion  on  the  North  river,  by  at- 
tacking Fort  Montgomery.  Though  this  fell  fhort  of 
the  aid  he  expected,  he  hoped  it  might  afford  eflential 
fervice  by  obliging  Gates  to  divide  his  army.  He  re- 
turned the  meffenger  -,  and  afterward  difpatched  two  offi- 
cers in  difguife,  and  other  confidential  perfons,  all  fepa- 
rately  by  different  routes,  to  acquaint  Clinton  with  his 
exact  fituation  and  condition,  and  to  prefs  him  urgently 
to  the  immediate  profecution  of  his  defign,  and  to  in- 
form him  that  in  point  of  provifion  he  could,  and  was 
determined  to  hold  his  prefent  pofition,  in  hope  of  fa- 

*  .Burgoyne's  State  of  the  Expedition  from  Canada,       i  Idem. 
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*777.  vorable  events,  until  the  12th  of  October.  The  Britifh 
commander  had  to  encounter  difappointments  and  diffi- 
culties -,  and  the  American  was  not  exempted.  The 
latter  wrote  to  gen.  Wafhington  on  the  5th  of  October, 
"  I  am  forry  to  repeat  to  your  excellency  the  diilrefs  I 
have  fuffered  for  want  of  a  proper  fupply  of  mufket  car- 
tridges from  Springfield,  or  the  materials  to  make  them. 
My  anxiety  alfo  on  account  of  provifions  has  been  in- 
expreffible.  A  greater  error  has  not  been  committed 
this  war,  than  the  changing  the  commiffariot  in  the 
middle  of  the  campaign." 

SirH.  Clinton's  intended  diverfion  did  not  commence 
fo  foon  as  propofed  -,  for  the  Britifh  reinforcement  under 
gen.  Robertfon,  amounting  to  near  2000  men,  did  not 
arrive  from  Europe  till  about  the  beginning  of  October. 
They  were  three  months  on  their  paffage,  owing  partly 
to  contrary  winds,  and  partly  to  their  being  on  board 
heavy  failing  Dutch  bottoms.  Had  they  arrived  a 
month  fooner,  the  ftate  of  affairs  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  widely  different.  When  they  did  arrive, 
Clinton  loft  no  time  in  employing  them.  Numbers  of 
them  were  immediately  removed  to  proper  veflels,  and 
joined  in  the  expedition  againft  the  forts  in  the  highlands, 
The  arrangements  being  made,  he  proceeded  up  the 
North  river  with  about  4000  men  -,  and  landed  on  the 
fourth  of  October  at  Tarry-town,  meaning  to  excite  an 
apprehenfion  in  gen.  Putnam,  that  his  poft  at  Peek's- 
kill  was  the  object.  A  thoufand  continental  troops  had 
been  left  him,  wherewith  to  defend  it,  but  the  effectives 
were  fewer  :  he  had  made  repeated  application  for  mili- 
tia from  New  York  ftate  and  Connecticut,  but  had  been, 
joined  by  very  few,  they  having  been  called  away  upon 
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an  expedition  againfl  the  royal  force  on  Rhode  I  (land.  i^7. 
At  eight  at  night,  he  wrote  to  gov.  Clinton,  and  in- 
formed him  of  the  arrival  of  the  Britifh,  and  what  he 
thought  was  their  deflination.  The  governor,  upon  the 
receipt  of  the  letter,  penetrated  his  name-fake's  defign ; 
prorogued  the  afTembly  the  next  day ;  and  haftened  to 
Fort  Montgomery,  where  he  arrived  at  night.  The  royal 
troops  were  fecretly  transferred  acrofs  the  river,  and  dif- 
pofitions  made,  for  an  alTault  upon  the  forts,  on  the  fixth. 

The  American  advanced  party  is  attacked  by  the 0<^ 
enemy  at  Doodle-town,  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
from  Fort  Montgomery.  They  receive  the  enemy's 
fire,  and  retreat  to  Fort  Clinton.  The  enemy  then  ad- 
vance to  the  well  lide  of  the  mountain,  to  attack  the 
Americans  in  the  rear.  Gov.  Clinton  orders  out  a  de- 
tachment of  i oo  men  toward  Doodle-town,  and  another 
of  60  with  a  brafs  field  piece,  to  a  very  good  ipot  on  a 
different  road.  They  are  both  attacked  foon  by  the 
enemy's  whole  force,  and  obliged  to  give  way  3  but  be- 
have with  fpirit,  and  retreat  with  great  order,  till  they 
reach  the  fort.  The  governor  immediately  pofts  his 
men  in  the  rnoft  advantageous  manner  -,  but  it  is  not 
many  minutes  before  his  poll,  as  well  as  Fort  Clinton, 
is  invaded  on  all  fides.  He  is  fu  mmoned,  when  the 
fun  is  about  an  hour  high,  to  furrender  in  five  minutes  -, 
but  refufes.  In  about  ten  minutes  after,  the  Britifh 
make  a  general  and  defperate  attack  on  both  polls,  which 
is  received  with  fpirit.  Officers  and  men,  as  well  militia 
as  continental,  behave  well.  A  mod  inceiTant  fire  is 
kept  up  till  duik,  when  the  affailed  are  overpowered  by 
numbers,  who  force  the  lines  and  redoubts  at  both  polls, 
Not  a  few  of  the  Americans  fight  their  way  out,  others 

mix 
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1777,  mix  with  the  enemy,  and  fo  make  their  efcape,  knowing 
all  the  avenues  in  the  mountains,  and  being  favored  by 
the  night.  The  governor,  and  his  brother  gen.  James 
Clinton,  who  is  wounded,  but  not  dangeroufly,  get  clear 
off.  The  former  is  joined  the  next  day  by  better  than 
200  of  the  garrifon;  and  is  in  expectation  of  many  more. 
The  whole  garrifon  confided  of  but  600  men,  not 
one  half  of  whom  had  bayonets,  wherewith  to  oppofe 
thofe  of  the  enemy,  whofe  repeated  afTaults  with  that 
weapon  at  length  prevailed.  When  it  was  evident  that 
the  enemy  meant  an  attack  upon  thefe  polls,  application 
was  made  for  a  reinforcement  from  Peek's-kill;  but 
through  miflake,  and  the  treachery  of  the  iiluing  com- 
miliary  at  Fort  Montgomery,  it  was  not  fent  in  time ; 
the  forts  were  carried  while  it  was  crofling  the  river, 
which  occafioned  its  return.  A  feafonable  fupply  of  500 
men  might  have  fecured  them.  They  were  no  fooner 
loft,  but  Fort  Conftitution  was  demolifhed  without  the 
orders  of  the  governor,  and  without  firil  removing  the 
artillery  and  (tores.  The  Americans  fet  fire  alfo  to  two 
fine  new  frigates,  and  fome  other  vefTels,  which  with 
their  guns  and  (lores  were  all  confumed.  Gen.  Tryon 
was  lent  off  with  a  detachment,  and  deftroyed  a  new  ikt- 
tlement,  called  Continental-village,  which  contained 
barracks  for  1500  men,  befide  manyilores. 

The  cannon,  (tores,  ammunition,  &c.  taken  and  de- 
ftroyed by  the  Britifh,  were  very  confiderable ;  but  the 
main  advantage  obtained  by  them,  was  the  opening  of  the 
palTage  up  the  North  river.  This  had  been  obftructed 
by  a  boom  and  chain  running  acrofs  the  river  from  Fort 
Montgomery.  The  chain  weighed  above  fifty  tons,  and 
the  links  were  about  two  and  a  half  inches  fquare.  There 

was 


AMERICAN      REVOLUTION.  J57 

was  another  inferior  boom  near  Fort  Constitution.  Thefe  1777* 
booms  and  chain  coil  the  Americans  an  amazing  deal  of 
labor,  and  more  than  fifty  thouiand  pound  fterling,  as 
is  fuppofed,  in  paper  continental  money.     The  reduction 
of  the  forts  put  the  Britiih  into  immediate  porTefiion  of 
the  power  of  removing  thefe  obflructions,  and  of  pafling 
up  to  Albany.     Gen.  Putnam  was  in  fuch  expectation 
of  their  improving  this  advantage,  that  he  wrote  to  gen. 
Gates  on  the  8th,  "  I  cannot  flatter  you  or  myfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  preventing  the  enemy's  advancing,  there- 
fore prepare  for  the  word."     The  next  day  he  faid, 
(f  The  Connecticut  militia  came  in  yefterday*  and  the 
day  before  in  great  numbers,  but  am  forry  to  fay,  they 
already  begin  to  run  away.     The  enemy  can  take  a  fair 
wind,  and  with  their  flat-bottomed  boats,  which  have 
all  fails,  go  to  Albany  or  Half  Moon  with  great  expe- 
dition, and  I   believe  without  any  opposition."     Half 
Moon  is  fixteen  miles  below  where  Gates  was  encamped. 
The  fame  day  a  fpy  was  brought  before  gov.  Clinton^ 
and  confefied—"  That  he  was  charged  by  Sir  Henry 
to  go  to  Burgoyne  and  acquaint  him,  that  on  Mondav* 
the  6  th,  he  ftormed  and  carried  the  forts  with  the  lol> 
of  lieut.  col.  Campbell,  majors  Grant  and  Sill  flainj 
befides  a  number  of  other  officers,  and  upward  of  300 
rank  and  file,  killed  and  wounded ; — That  a  numl  ^r  of 
people  were  employed,  who  went  constantly  from  one 
army  to  the  other :— That  gen.  Clinton  intended  to  pufn 
up  the  river; — and  that  a  capt.  Campbell  of  Burgoyne's 
army,  lately  arrived  with  difpatches  to  Sir  Henry,  and 
fet  off  on  his  return,  the  Wednefday  morning,  with  the 
news  of  the  reduction  of  Fort  Montgomery."     The 
captain  however,  did  not  get  back  to  Burgoyne  till  the 
8  night 
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*777-  n'[gnt  before  the  convention  was  figned.  The  fpy  did 
not  mention  the  death  of  count  Graboufki,  a  Polifh 
nobleman,  who  was  killed  in  the  attack,  while  acting  as 
aid-de-camp  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

Let  us  now  attend  the  motions  of  gens.  Burgoyne  and 
Gates.  In  the  beginning  of  October,  the  Britifh  comr 
mander  judged  it  expedient  to  lefifen  the  foldiers  rations 
of  provifion,  to  which  they  fubmitted  with  cheerfulnefs. 
Things  continued  in  this  (late  with  the  royal  army  till 
Oft.  the  7  th,  when  no  intelligence  having  been  received  of 
?•  the  expected  co-operation,  and  four  or  five  days  for  their 
limited  flay  in  the  camp  only  remaining,  it  was  thought 
advifable  to  make  a  movement  to  the  left  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, not  only  to  difcover  whether  there  was  any  pof- 
fible  mean  of  forcing  a  pafTage,  fhould  it  be  neceffary 
to  advance,  or  of  diflodging  them  for  the  convenience 
of  a  retreat;  but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  of  the  army  in 
the  greateft  diftrefs  by  the  prefent  fcarcity. 

Before  gen.  Gates  has  gained  any  knowledge  of  this 
intended  movement,  he  has  ordered  out  a  party  of  about 
300  men  in  the  morning :  foon  after  he  directs  lieut, 
col.  Brooks  to  repair  to  head  quarters,  when  he  gives 
him  the  command  of  them,  and  defires  him  to  call  be- 
tween one  and  two  o'clock  for  particular  direct  ions* 
The  party  is  deflined  to  go  into  the  rear  of  Bur- 
goyne, to  drive  in  his  out  polls,  and  to  occafion  an 
alarm,  which  Gates  means  to  take  advantage  of,  if 
opportunity  offers.  But  unknown  to  him,  a  royal  de- 
tachment of  1500  regular  troops,  with  two  twelve 
pounders,  two  howitzers,  and  fix  fix-pounders,  are  or- 
dered to  move,  being  commanded  by  Burgoyne  in  per- 
fon,  feconded  by  gens.  Phillips,  Reidefel,  and  Frazer. 
.  -      4  i         The 
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The  guard  of  the  camp  upon  the  high  grounds  is  com-  177' • 
mitted  to  gens.  Hamilton  and  Specht ;  that  of  the  re- 
doubts and  plain  near  the  river  to  brigadier  Gall.  The 
force  of  the  Americans  in  front  is  thought  to  be  fo  much 
fuperior,  that  it  is  not  judged  fafe  to  augment  the  de- 
tachment beyond  the  number  dated. 

While  Brooks  is  waiting  at  the  American  head  quar- 
ters, a  fergeant  arrives  with  an  account  of  the  motion 
of  the  royal  detachment;  which  is  fpeedily  confirmed. 
On  this  the  party  he  was  to  have  commanded  is  dif- 
mifled ;  and  the  officers  and  men  prefent  are  ordered  to 
their  pofts.  Burgoyne's  fcouting  parties  are  driven  in 
by  col.  Morgan's  riflemen  and  the  corps  of  light  infan- 
try ;  but  his  troops  continue  advancing,  and  are  formed 
within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  Gates's  left.  The 
artillery  is  polled  on  a  clear  fpot  of  ground,  in  a  great 
meafure  furrounded  bv  woods,  the  two  medium  twelve 
pounders  on  a  fmall  eminence,  nearly  in  the  centre  of 
it.  The  irregulars  are  pufht  on  through  by-ways  to 
sain  the  American  rear,  and  to  keep  them  in  check. 
Gen.  Arnold,  who  has  mounted  his  horfe,  receives  a 
meifage  from  Gates,  directing-  him  to  be  cautious,  for 
that  he  apprehends  Burgoyne  defigns  to  make  his  main 
attack  on  the  right.  Arnold  fhcws  much  difpleaiure  at 
it,  expreffes  himfelf  improperly,  and  fays,  cc  I  will  be 
anfwerable  for  confeqtiences."  He  orders  out  Cillyrs 
New  Hampfhire  regiment  with  others,  and  foon  follows 
them.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the-Ame- 
rican  column  approaches  the  royal  detachment  j  and  is 
immediately  fired  upon  by  the  tv/elve  pounders  arid  the 
four  fix  pounders;  notwithstanding  which,  the  men  draw 
up  along  the  fkirts  of  the  woods  behind  trees,  about- 200 

yards 
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tjy*  yards  diftant  from  the  artillery*  They  make  a  verjf 
fudden  and  rapid  attack  upon  the  Bfitifh  grenadiers  j 
who  are  ported  to  fupport  the  left  wing  of  the  line. 
Major  Ackland  at  the  head  of  them  fuftains  this  fierce 
attack  with  great  refolution.  Gen.  Gates  having  ordered 
out  more  regiments,  the  number  of  the  Americans 
enables  them  foon  to  extend  the  attack  along  the  whole 
front  of  the  Germans,  who  are  polled  immediately  on 
the  right  of  the  grenadiers.  It  is  therefore  impracti- 
cable to  remove  any  of  the  Germans,  for  the  purpofe 
of  forming  a  fecond  line  to  the  flank,  where  the  ftrefs 
of  the  fire  lies.  The  right  is  ftill  unengaged  j  but  it  is 
obferved,  that  the  Americans  are  marching  a  large  corps 
•round  their  flank  in  order  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  To 
oppofe  this  bold  and  dangerous  attempt,  the  light  in- 
fantry, with  a  part  of  the  24th  regiment,  which  are 
joined  with  them  at  the  poft,  are  directed  to  form  a  fe- 
cond line,  in  order  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  troops 
into  camp.  While  this  movement  is  in  procefs,  the 
Americans  pufli  forward  a  frefh  and  ftrong  reinforce- 
ment to  renew  the  action  on  Burgoyne's  left;  which  is 
totally  overpowered  and  compelled  to  give  way :  on  this 
the  light  infantry  and  24th  regiment,  are  obliged,  by  a 
quick  movement,  to  attempt  laving  that  wing  from  be- 
ing totally  ruined ;  but  in  doing  it  gen.  Frazer  is  mor- 
tally wounded.  The  fltuation  of  the  detachment  is  now 
exceeding  critical ;  but  the  danger  to  which  the  lines 
.are  expofed,  is  ftill  more  alarming.  Gens.  Phillips  and 
Keidefel  are  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat;  and  thole 
troops  which  are  neareft  or  mod  diiengaged,  return  as 
fail  as  they  can  for  the  defence  of  the  lines.  A  little 
after  five,  in  the  height  of  the  action,  lieut,  col.  Brooks, 

by 
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by  Gates's  order,  quits  the  camp  at  the  head  of  col.l777» 
Michael  Jackfon's  regiment,  and  directs  his  march  to 
the  warmed  fire.  On  advancing  into  the  field,  he  finds 
the  royal  detachment  has  given  way  in  all  quarters,  and 
Arnold  pufhing  with  Paterfon's  brigade  for  the  works 
porTefTed  by  the  Britifh  light  infantry  affifted  by  fome  of 
the  line,  who  have  juft  thrown  themfelves  into  the  fame, 
with  great  precipitation,  by  means  of  a  circuitous  re- 
treat. The  brigade  has  a  large  abbatis  to  crofs,  and 
many  other  obftruclions  to  furmount,  in  the  face  of  a 
brave  enemy,  occupying  works  advantageoudy  conftruct- 
ed  and  completed,  it  is  therefore  at  length  compel- 
led to  retire.  But  during  the  conteft,  Jacklbn's  regi- 
ment patting  the  rear  of  the  brigade,  falls  into  the  tire 
on  its  left,  having  in  front  two  ftockade  redoubts  oc- 
cupied by  fome  Canadian's,  and  the  left  of  the  works  in 
which  are  the  German  grenadiers  under  col.  Breyman. 
At  fome  considerable  diftance  on  the  left  of  Brooks  are 
Weflbn's  regiment,  Morgan's  corps,  and  the  York 
troops.  Paterfon's  brigade  failing,  Arnold  leaves  it, 
and  comes  to  Jackfon's  regiment,  which  lie  orders  in- 
ftantly  to  advance,  and  attack  the  lines  and  redoubts  in 
front.  Brooks  commands  two  platoons  from  the  right 
to  attack  the  ftockades :  they  move  with  great  rapidity, 
carry  the  point  with  charged  bayonets,  and  fuflfer  little 
more  than  the  lofs  of  two  lieutenants  killed.  The  re- 
giment inftantly  makes  an  affault  on  the  main  lines, 
though  manned  with  double  its  number.     Arnold  hav* 

CD 

ing  given  Brooks  his  orders,  pafTes  on  to  the  left ;  and 
having  ordered  the  Americans  there  to  make  a  general 
affault,  returns  to  Jackibn's  regiment,  the  left  of  which 
has  arrived  at  the  works ;  and  a  ilnall  Tally -port  pre- 
Vol.  II.  O  o  "  fentinj, 


562  THE       H  T  S  T  O  R  Y      OF       THE 

J777*  Tenting,  Arnold  and  a  part  of  the  left  platoon  pafs  through 
together.  The  enemy  retire  firing,  and  gain  their  tents 
about  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  the  works ;  but  finding 
the  aflault  is  general,  they  give  one  fire,  and  either  re- 
treat to  the  Britifh  camp  or  throw  down  their  arms.  By 
this  laft  fire  Arnold  is  wounded,  and  a  fergeantof  Jack- 
fon's  regiment,  Handing  near  the  general,  killed.  Or* 
ders  are  given  by  Burgoyne  for  the  recovery  of  the  in- 
trenchments  of  the  German  referve ;  but  they  are  not 
executed,  and  the  Americans  remain  in  pofTeflion  of  an 
opening  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the  royal  army.  The 
night  puts  an  end  to  the  action. 

The  heat  of  it,  with  fmall  arms,  lafled  about  forty 
minutes  $  but  the  cannonading  continued  after  the  royal 
detachment  had  given  way.  In  the  courfe  of  it,  a  fhct 
patted  through  gen.  Burgoyne's  hat,  and  another  tore 
his  waiftcoat*  A  battalion  of  Brunfwickers  ran,  though 
not  one  of  them  was  killed,  and  would  never  come  on 
again  *.  To  this  mifbehaviour  fome  may  be  ready  to 
afcribe  the  want  of  fuccefs  on  the  fide  of  the  Britifh, 
and  as  a  confequence  of  it,  the  lofs  of  the  whole  army. 
Whatever  fuch  mifbehaviour  might  contribute  toward 
the  event,  the  bravery  of  the  Americans  had  certainly  a 
very  confiderable  fhare  in  it.  The  royal  detachment 
was  driven  by  them  near  upon  two  miles,  and  had  fcarce 
entered  the  camp,  when  it  was  ftormed  by  them  with 
great  fury  $  for  they  rufhed  on  to  the  lines  under  one 
of  the  heavieft  cannonades  of  artillery,  grape  fliot,  and 
rifle  fire  ever  beheld,  and  never  gave  way  till  they  met 
the  Britifh  grenadiers.  Some  of  the  Britifh  officers  were 
aftonifhed  at  hearing  the  fire  of  the  American  mufketry 

*  Captain  Money's  declaration  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 

kept 
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kept  up  with  fbch  vigor  and  conitancy,  after  undergo-  2777* 
ing  fo  heavy  a  fire  of  artillery  *.  One  of  the  braveft  of 
them  f  is  ready  to  declare,  that,  whenever  he  has  been 
oppofed  to  the  Americans,  they  have  fought  with  cou- 
rage and  obftinacy.  He  found  it  fo  in  the  above  action. 
Gen.  Arnold  was  next  to  military  mad.  He  appeared, 
in  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  fo  befide  himfelf  as 
fcarce  to  know  what  he  did.  He  {truck  feveral  of  the 
officers  with  his  fword,  without  any  apparent  reafon; 
and  when  they  told  him  of  it  the  next  day,  meaning  to 
remonflrate  and  require  fatisfaction,  he  declared  he  re- 
collected nothing  at  all  of  it,  and  was  forry  if  it  was  fo. 
Some  of  his  orders  were  exceedingly  rafh  and  injudi- 
cious, and  argued  thoughtlefsnefs  rather  than  courage  £. 
His  attack  upon  the  Britifh,  varied  fo  from  eftablifhed 
military  maxims,  that  the  royal  officers  inferred  from  it, 
that  gen.  Gates  did  not  perfonally  command  in  the  ac- 
tion. Gates  remained  for  the  moil  part  in  the  camp, 
as  on  the  19th  of  September,  that  he  might  the  better 
guide  the  general  operations,  and  give  the  necefTary  di- 
rections as  they  were  wanted.  Arnold's  left-handed  va- 
riation, might  however  contribute  greatly  toward  ob- 
taining the  victory.  The  Britifh  have  been  at  length 
taught  by  experience,  that  neither  American  attacks, 
nor  refiftance,  are  to  be  defpifed. 

Nothing  could  eafily  exceed  the  diftrefs  and  calamity 
of  the  royal  army,  when  the  day  was  ciofed.  The  Ame- 
ricans halted  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  them ;  and  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  o'clock  at  night,  gen.  Lincoln 
(who,   during   the   action,    was   in  the   centre  of  the 

*  Idem.  i  Earl  of  Balcarras.  J  Lieut,  col.  Brocka 

was  my  informer, 
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1 777»  encampment,-  commanding  within  the  works)  marched 
with  his  divifion  to  relieve  the  troops  that  had  been  en- 
gaged,  and  to  poffefs  the  ground  they  had  gained.    The 
fituation  of  the  Britifh  made  a  total  change  of  pofition 
neceffary  to  fecnre  them  from  certain  deftruction.     It 
was  executed  during  the  night,  with  a  great  degree  of 
cookids,  filence,  order  and  intrepidity.     It  was  a  gene- 
ral remove  of  the  whole  army,  of  the  camp  and  artillery, 
from  its  late  ground,  to  the  heights  above  the  hofpital  -, 
with  the  defign,  by  an  entire  change  of  the  front,  of 
reducing  the  Americans,-  if  poffible,  to  the  neceffity  of 
forming  a  new  difpofition.     This  remove  was  accom- 
plifhed  without  any  lols  whatever.     The  day  of  action 
proved  fatal  to  numbers,     The  officers  fuffered  exceed- 
ingly.    Several,  who  had  beea  grievoufly  wounded  in 
the, former  action,  and  difdained  abfence  from  danger^ 
were  again  wounded.     Belide  gen.  Frazer,-  Sir  James 
Clarke  Burgoyne's  aid  cle  camp,  was  mortally  wounded 
and  taken  prifoner.     Major  Williams  of  the  artillery^ 
and  major  Ackland,  were  alfo  taken,  the  latter  bein<* 
wounded..    Lieut,  col.  Breyman  was  killed  when  the  in- 
trenchment  where  he  commanded  was  forced.      The 
lifts  of  killed  and  wounded,  though  avowedly  imperfect, 
and  not  including  the  Germans,  are  very  eonfiderable. 
The  lofs  of  the  Americans  was  trifling  both  in  men  and 
officers.     They  took  officers  and  privates,  to  the  amount 
of  rather  more  than  200 ;  befide  9  pieces  of  brafs  artil- 
lery, and  the  encampment  of  a  German  brigade  with  all 
their  equipage.  But  what  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence^ 
they  obtained  a  large  fupply  of  ammunition  from  among 
the  fpoils  of  the  field,  under  an  exceflive  fcarcity  of 
which  they  had  long  labored.     The  lame  troops  were 
5  engaged 
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engaged  as  on   the   19th  of  September,  with  detached  r 777- 
regiments,  from  gens.  Glover  and  Paterfon's  brigades, 
together  with  a  ftrong  brigade  of  New  Hampfhire  mi- 
iitia,  and  Green  Mountain  boys,  alias  Vermont  militia. 

The  royal  troops  were  under  arms  the  whole  day  of  Oft. 
the  8th,  in  continual  expectation  of  an  action,  and  were 
cannonaded  during  the  greateft  part  of  it ;  but  all  that 
happened  was  a  fucceflion  of  fkirmifhes,  which  occafi- 
oncd  lofs  on  both  fides.  Gen.  Lincoln  was  wounded  in 
his  leg  by  a  random  fhot  of  the  enemy,  as  riding  in 
company  with  gen.  Gates.  About  fun  ict,  the  corpfe 
of  gen.  Frazer  was  brought  up  the  hill,  attended  only 
by  the  officers  who  had  lived  in  his  family,  for  he  de- 
fired  it  might  be  carried,  without  parade,  by  the  foldiers 
of  his  corps  to  the  great  redoubt,  and  there  buried.  It 
necerTarily  paiTed  within  view  of  both  armies:  gens. 
Phillips,  Reidefel  and  Burgoyne,  (landing  together,  were 
{truck  with  the  humility  of  the  procedion.  Their  con- 
forming to  that  privacy  which  had  been  requefted,  might 
be  conftrued  into  neglect.  They  could  neither  endure 
that  reflection,  nor  reftrain  their  natural  propenfity  to 
pay  their  lail  attention  to  his  remains.  They  followed 
the  corpfe  to  the  grave.  The  incellant  cannonade  during 
the  folemnity :— the  Heady  attitude,  and  unaltered  voice 
with  which  the  chaplain  officiated,  though  frequently 
covered  with  duft,  thrown  up  on  all  fides  of  him  by  the 
Hiot: — the  mute  but  expreffive  mixture,  of  fen  Ability 
and  indignation  upon  every  countenance  : — -together  with 
the  growing  dufkinefs  of  the  evening,  may  be  hereafter 
defcribed  by  the  pen  of  the  Bi-itifh  commander,  as 
marking  a  character  of  that  juncture,  which  makes  one 
^f  the  (inert  fubjects  for  the  pencil  of  a  mailer,  that  the 
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1777. field  ever  exhibited*.  But  had  gen.  Burgoyne  ac- 
quainted the  American  commander  with  the  intended 
procefTion,  the  fcenery  would  have  been  varied ;  for 
Gates,  inflead  of  admitting  the  cannonade,  would  ra- 
ther have  ordered  minute  guns  to  have  been  fired  in  ho- 
nor to  the  deceafed ;  and  could  he  have  gained  in  time 
the  knowledge  of  what  was  going  forward,  would  un- 
doubtedly have  fiienced  the  former. 

General  Gates,  previous  to  the  action,  pofled  1400 
Americans  on  the  heights  oppofite  the  ford  of  Saratoga, 
and  2oco  in  the  rear  to  prevent  a  retreat  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward ;  afterward  on  the  8th,  he  pofled  1500  at  the  ford 
higher  up.  Gtn.  Burgoyne,  having  received  intelli- 
gence of  it,  and  apprehending  that  Gates  meant  to  turn 
his  right,  which  when  effected  would  have  enclofed  him 
completely,  refolved  on  an  immediate  retreat  to  Sara- 
toga. The  army  began  to  move  at  nine  o'clock  at 
night,  and  the  movement  was  made  without  lofs  -,  but 
the  hofpital  with  die  fick  and  wounded,  was  necefTarily 
abandoned.  In  this  inftance,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  tr  an  factions,  Gates 
behaved  with  fuch  attention  and  humanity,  to  all  whom 
the  fortune  of  war  threw  into  his  hands,  as  does  honor 
to  his  character.  The  badnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the 
flarving  condition  of  the  cattle  for  want  of  forage,  to- 
gether with  one  inceffant  rain,  like  a  continued  thunder 
ihower  from  about  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  till 
long  after  the  day  clofed,  and  other  difficulties,  prevented 
the  army's  reaching  Saratoga,  though  no  more  than  about 
fix  miles  diilant,  before  night,  and  then  worn  down  with 
oeeflive  fatigue.     During  the  rain  a  body  of  militia 

*  Burgoynr ?s  State, 
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continued  their  march,  and  got  in  above  Gates's  army,  llll* 
but  fome  way  below  Fort  Edward.  Gates  being  in- 
formed of  their  arrival,  ordered  them  immediately  to 
the  fort.  They  arrived  there  the  next  morning  early, 
about  two  or  three  hours  before  a  detachment  lent  off 
by  Burgoyne  to  pofTefs  that  poft  could  get  up  to  it. 
The  detachment  finding  it  occupied  by  the  Americans, 
returned  much  difpirited. 

When  the  royal  artillery  and  army  had  patted  the  fords 
of  the  Fifh-kill  creek,  a  little  to  the  northward  of  Sa- 
ratoga on  the  morning  of  the  ioth,  they  found  a  body 
of  Americans  already  arrived,  who  retired  at  their  ap- 
proach over  a  ford  of  Hudfon's  river,  and  there  joined 
a  greater  force,  ftationed  to  prevent  the  paflage  of  the 
Britifh.  No  hope  remained,  but  that  of  effecting  a  re- 
treat at  lead  to  Fort  George.  Artificers  were  fent  for- 
ward to  repair  the  bridges;  but  they  were  not  long  de- 
parted from  the  camp  with  a  ftrong  efcort,  when  the 
fudden  appearance  of  the  Americans,  on  the  oppofte 
heights,  with  an  apparent  preparation  to  pafs  the  Fifh- 
kill,  and  bring  on  an  engagement,  rendered  it  neceffary 
to  recall  the  47  th  regiment,  and  Frazer's  markfmen — • 
thefe  with  Mackoy's  provincials  formed  the  efcort.  The 
workmen  had  only  commenced  the  repair  of  the  firft 
bridge,  when  they  were  abandoned  by  their  provincial 
guard,  who  ran  away  and  left  them  to  fhift  for  them- 
felves,  upon  a  flight  attack  of  an  inconfiderable  party 
of  Americans, 

On  the  morning  of  the  nth,  gen.  Gates  called  the  oa, 
general  officers  together,  and  informed  them  of  his  hav-   l  u 
ing  received  certain  intelligence,  which  might  be  de- 
pended uDpn,  that  the  main  body  of  Burgoyne's  army 

0  o  4  v 


568  THE      HISTORY      OF      THE 

* 777«  was  marched  off  for  Fort  Edward  with  what  they  could 
take,  and  that  a  rear  guard  only  was  left  in  the  camp, 
who  after  a  while  were  to  pufh.  off  as  fall  as  poffible, 
leaving  the  heavy  baggage  behind.  On  this  it  was  con- 
cluded to  advance,  and  attack  the  camp  in  half  an  hour. 
The  officers  repaired  immediately  to  their  refpe&ive 
commands.  Gen.  Nixon's,  being  the  eldeft  brigade, 
croffed  the  Saratoga  creek  nrft.  Unknown  to  the  A  me- 
ricans,  Burgoyne  had  a  line  formed  behind  a  parcel  of 
brum  wood,  to  fupport  the  poll  of  artillery,  where  the 
others  meant  to  make  their  attack.  Gen.  Glover  was 
upon  the  point  of  following  Nixon.  Juft  as  he  entered 
the  water,  he  iavv  a  Britiih  foldier  making  acrofs,  whom 
he  called  and  examined.  The  foldier  fakir  he  had  de- 
ierted,  that  he  belonged  to  the  bullock  guard  (the  guard 
placed  over  the  cattle)  and  that  he  was  going  to  the 
Americans.  Glover  afked  him  about  Burgoyne's  army. 
The  foldier  anfwered,  it  is  encamped  the  fame  as  days 
pail.  Glover  told  him— u  If  you  are  found  attempting 
to  deceive  me,  you  iliall  be  hung  in  half  an  hour  3  but 
if  you  fpeak  nothing  but  the  truth,  you  fhall  be  pro- 
tected and  meet  with  good  ufage."  He  then  afked  him 
— fc  Have  not  numbers  been  lent  off  to  Fort  Edward  V* 
The  deferter  replied — cc  A  imall  detachment  was  fent 
off  a  day  or  two  ago,  but  are  returned  on  finding  the 
panes  occupied  by  the  Americans,  and  the  whole  army 
is  now  in  camp."  Glover,  though  the  junior  officer  to 
Nixon,  fent  off  immediately  to  him,  to  defift  and  re- 
crofs  the  creek  3  and  at  the  fame  time  difpatched  his 
aid  de  camp,  with  the  deferter  behind  him  on  horfeback 
to  Gates;  who  having  examined  the  foldier,  hurried 
away  the  aid  de  camp,  the  adjutant  general  and  others, 

to 
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to  countermand  the  former  orders  and  prevent  the  at-  1777. 
tack.  Gen.  Nixon  upon  Glover's  meffage  retreated; 
but  before  he  had  recroiled,  the  fog  cleared  off,  and  the 
rear  of  his  brigade  was  galled  by  the  enemy's  cannon, 
which  killed  feveral  of  his  men.  Before  the  orders  from 
gen.  Gates  arrived,  the  Britifh  deferter's  information  was 
confirmed  by  like  intelligence  from  a  German  deferter  *. 
Glover's  meffage  was  received  by  Nixon  in  the  critical 
moment;  a  quarter  of  an  hour  later  would  probably 
have  proved  fatal  to  his  whole  brigade,  and  given  a  turn 
to  affairs  in  favor  of  the  royal  army.  On  incidents  of 
this  kind  may  depend  the  rife  and  fall  of  mighty  king- 
doms, and  the  far  diftant  future  transfer  of  power,  glory 
and  riches,  of  arts  and  fciences,  from  Europe  to  Ame- 
rica. Are  they  blind  unmeaning  cafualties  ?  Or  are  they 
the  direct  orderings  of  a  Divine  Being,  for  the  eitablifli- 
ment  of  his  own  purpofe,  by  a  fuperintending  Provi- 
dence, amid  the  jarring  devices  of  mortals? 

Gates  after  a  victory  acknowledged  in  general  orders 
a  Providence,  but  did  not  prefume  upon  it,  fo  as  to 
neglect  the  dictates  of  human  prudence.  That  he 
might  fecure  all  the  advantages  of  the  fuccefsful  action 
on  the  7th,  he  applied  to  the  New  Hampfhire  afiem- 
bly  for  more  troops.  The  fpeaker,  John  Langdon 
efq;  upon  receiving  the  application,  immediately  pro- 
pofed  that  the  afTembly  fhould  adjourn,  and  that  as 
many  of  the  members  as  could,  iliould  fet  off  directly 
as  volunteers  for  the  camp,  taking  with  them  all  the 
men  they  could  collect  :^  which  was  agreed  to,  and  done 
by  himfelf  and  others. 

*  General  Glover's  information  given  me  at  Boflon,  March  x  S* 
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,777.  In  the  courfe  of  the  above  tranfactions,  large  quanti- 
ties of  baggage,  provifion,  boats,  &x.  were  taken  by  both 
the  continentals  and  militia.  The  latter  were  extremely 
eager  after  plunders  and  even  robbed  the  former,  as 
opportunity  offered,  of  what  they  had  fecured,  and  made 
fale  of  it  for  their  own  advantage.  The  irregularities  in 
this  bufinefs  were  fo  grofs,  that  the  American  comman- 
der, on  the  1  ath,  gave  out  in  general  orders — "  The 
general  fees  fo  many  fcandalous  and  mean  tranfactions, 
committed  by  perfons  who  feek  more  after  plunder  than 
the  honor  of  doing  their  duty  in  a  becoming  and  foldier- 
like  manner,  that  he  is  obliged  to  declare  his  unalterable 
refolution,  to  have  the  firft  perfon  who  fhall  hereafter  be 
detected  pillaging  the  baggage  and  ftores  taken  from 
the  enemy,  tried  and  punifhed  with  the  utmoft  feverity 
of  the  military  law.  Officers,  who  know  their  duty, 
and  have  virtue  to  practife  it,  will  not  be  feeking  plun- 
der, when  they  ought  to  be  doing  their  beft  fervice  in 
the  field  -,  it  is  only  the  worthlefs  and  the  pilfering  that 
are  fo  truly  infamous.  For  the  future,  all  plunder  taken 
from  the  enemy  is  to  be  delivered  to  lieut.  col.  Hay, 
deputy  quarter  mafler  general,  who  is  to  give  a  receipt 
for  the  fame,  and  after  three  days  public  notice  in  genera) 
orders,  it  fhall  be  fold  by  auction  in  the  moft  central 
place  in  the  rear  of  the  army  -,  and  the  money  for  which 
the  plunder  is  fold,  fhall  be  properly  and  fairly  divided, 
to  fuch  perfons  as,  in  the  impartial  judgment  of  the 
general,  have  a  right  to  receive  a  fhare :  when  there  is 
a  fum  fniricient  to  divide  among  the  non-commifiioned 
officers  and  foldiers  of  the  whole  army,  they  may  be 
afiured  of  fuch  having  their  juft  quota/' 
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It  is  believed,  that  gen.  Burgoyne,  when  upon  the  J777- 
point  of  retreating,  faid  to  major  Skeen  to  this  purport 
— u  You  have  been  the  occafion  of  getting  me  into 
this  difficulty,  now  advife  me  how  to  get  out  of  it," — 
referring  to  the  advice  the  major  gave  in  relation  to  the 
Bennington  expedition:  and  that  the  major  anfwered— 
"  Scatter  your  baggage,  ftores  and  every  thing  elfe  that 
can  be  fpared,  at  proper  diftances  ;  and  the  militia  will 
be  fo  engaged  in  collecting  and  fecuring  the  fame,  that 
the  troops  will  have  an  opportunity  of  getting  clear  off." 
The  major  certainly  knew  the  cafe,  of  the  militia  -,  and 
if  military  honor  and  other  circumflances,  had  admitted 
of  trying  the  propofed  expedient,  it  might  have  fuc- 
ceeded ;  for  though  gen.  Gates  had  the  continentals  un- 
der good  difcipline,  it  would  have  been  next  to  impof. 
fible  for  him  to  have  prevented  the  militia's  being  taken 
in  by  the  hopes  of  immediate  gain. 

Burgoyne  was  at  length  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
conforming  in  a  degree  to  the  expedient.  The  only 
meafure  that  appeared  practicable  for  the  efcape  of  the 
army,  though  difficult  and  dangerous,  was  by  a  night 
march  to  gain  Fort  Edward,  the  troops  carrying  their 
provifions  on  their  backs.  The  impofiibility  of  convey- 
ing, in  their  prefent  fituation,  the  artillery  and  carriages, 
was  too  evident  to  admit  of  a  queflion.  It  was  propofed 
to  force  the  fords  at  or  near  the  fort.  But  all  hope  of 
effecting  this  manoeuvre  foon  failed.  The  Americans 
who  had  been  ordered  there,  were  too  ftrongly  polled. 
Befide,  they  made  a  difcovery,  which  they  greatly  im- 
proved. Below  the  fort,  clofe  in  with  the  river,  they 
found  the  appearance  of  a  grave,  with  an  infeription  on 
a  board— Here  lies  the  body  cf  lieutenant  ■  They 

were 
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*777'  were  at  a  lofs  what  it  fhould  mean.  On  fearching,  they 
difcovered  three  boats,  inftead  of  a  body.  Theie  the 
enemy  had  concealed.  Having  none  of  their  own,  they 
by  the  help  of  them  fent  fcouting  parties  acrofs  the 
river,  which  by  falling  into  a  track  a  mile  and  a  half 
beyond,  difcouraged  the  enemy's  parties  from  attempt- 
ing an  efcape  that  way.  A  continental  captain,  on  fur- 
lough for  his  health,  being  at  hand  and  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  woods,  collected  a  number  of  men  to- 
gether, and  went  off  fix  miles  further,  where  lie  fell  in 
with  another  track,  juft  in  time  to  prevent  a  large  corps 
of  Canadians  and  others,  getting  off  by  the  fame.  Per- 
ceiving them  as  they  advanced,  he  concealed  his  men 
till  they  were  near  enough,  and  then  gave  them  a  volley, 
attended  with  yells,  fhouts,  and  other  founds,  which  put 
them  into  fuch  confufion,  that  they  fled  back  to  Burgoyne's 
camp,  with  the  report  that  the  woods  were  filled  witli 
thoufands  of  Americans.  The  certain  intelligence  that 
was  received,  the  flying  reports  that  were  fpread,  and 
the  various  circumiiances  that  exifted,  rendered  the  (late 
and  fituation  of  the  royal  army  deplorably  calamitous. 
They  had  been  obliged  for  feme  days  to  lie  continually 
upon  their  arms. 
Oct.  On  the  13th,  gen.  Burgoyne  rinding  that  the  troops 
l*'  had  only  three  days  provifion  in  (lore,  on  fhort  allow- 
ance, and  no  apparent  means  of  retreat  remaining, 
called  into  council  all  the  generals,  field  officers,  and 
captains  commanding  corps.  There  was  not  a  fpot  of 
ground  in  the  whole  camp  for  holding  the  council  of 
war,  but  what  was  expofed  to  cannon  or  rifle  mot. 
While  the  council  was  deliberating,  an  eighteen  pound 
ball  croiTed  the  table.     By  the,  unanimous  advice  and 

con- 
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concurrence  of  the  council,  the  general  was  induced  to  x777« 
open  a  treaty  with  gen.  Gates.  The  f  irft  proposals  of  the  lat- 
ter were  rejected,  and  the  fixth  art! .:le  with  difdain,  wherein 
it  was  reqin  ~ed,  that  theBriti  h  army  mould  lay  down  their 
arms  in  the  iatrenchments.  Burgoyne's  counter-prop  ofals 
were  unanimoufly  approved ;  and  being  lent  to  Gates  were 
agreed  to,  on  the  15th,  without  any  material  alteration. 
The  propofals  not  being  figned  by  either  party,  and  capt. 
Campbell  returning  in  the  night  of  the  16th  to  Burgoyne, 
with  the  news  of  the  reduction  of  Fort  Montgomery  and 
other  intelligence,  the  genera!  fubmitted  it  to  considerati- 
on, whether  it  was  confident  with  public  faith,  and,  if  io, 
expedient  to  iufpend  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  truft 
to  events.  The  opinion  of  different  officers  was  afked  in  re- 
gard to  the  condition  of  their  refpective  corps,  and  what 
might  be  expected  from  them  feveraily  in  deiperate  cafes. 
Some  entertained  doubts  of  part  of  the  troops,  if  the  nego- 
tiation ceafed  ;  and  others  of  a  greater  part  for  want  of  bo- 
dily ftrength,  if  defperate  enterprifes  were  to  be  afterward 
undertaken.  The  majority  of  the  council  determined,  that 
the  public  faith  was  bona  fide  plighted*.  Burgoyne,  from 
the  intelligence  brought  in  the  night  by  Campbell,  enter- 
tained a  flight  hope  of  remote  relief,  and  accordingly  gave 
his  voice  againft  the  majority;  but  the  majority  having  de- 
termined differently,  the  concurrence  for  figning  the  treaty 
was  unanimous  f.  Gate.: :,  jealous  leit  the  figning  would  be 
tinnecerTarily  relayed,  and  fearful  of  the  confequences  which 
might  follow,  i  lould  gen.V aughan  with  his  troops  come  up 
in  time  to  Burgoyne's  afLJance,  determined  upon  bringing 
the  matter  to  an  immediate  iiTue.  On  the  morning  of  the  o&. 
j  7  th,  he  got  everything  in  readinefs  for  attacking  the  royal  l7< 
*  Eaj:l  of  Balcarras  in  the  houfc  of  commons,        f  Idem. 

army. 
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17*11'  army.  This  done,  he  took  out  his  watch,  the  time  agreed 
upon  for  ilgning  being  come 5  lent  col.  Greaton  on  horfe- 
back  to  Burgoyne  with  a  meffage,  requiring  the  general  to 
fign :  and  allowed  him  no  more  than  ten  minutes  to  go  and 
return.  He  v/as  back  in  time.  The  treaty  was  figned  ;  all 
hoftile  appearances  ceafed ;  and  theAmericans  marched  into 
their  lines,  to  the,tune  of  Yankee  Doodle.  They  were  kept 
there  until  ih^  royal  army  had  marched  out  of  their  lines,  and 
depofited  their  arms  at  the  place  appointed  by  the  treaty. 

The  delicacy  with  which  this  bufinefs  was  conducted, 
reflects  the  higheft  honor  upon  the  American  general.  It 
intimated,  that  he  was  fenfible  of  the  mortification  attending 
a  reverfe  of  fortune  -}  and  that  he  was  unwilling  to  aggravate 
the  painful  feelings  of  the  royal  troops,  by  admitting  the 
American  foldiery  to  be  eye-witnefTes  to  the  degrading  fpec- 
tacle  of  piling  their  arms.  His  humanity  and  politenefs  are 
the  more  praife-worthy,  as  fome  late,  as  well  as  former  cir- 
cumftanees,  had  highly  enraged  the  militia.  The  extraor- 
dinary and  fevere  meafures  purfued  upon  the  North  river 
by  the  Britifh,  and  to  be  related  below,  might  alfo  have  af- 
forded too  much  colour  for  a  different  mode  of  conducl. 

When  the  arms  were  depofited  agreeable  to  treaty,  the 
royal  troops  were  ferved  with  bread  by  the  Americans, 
as  they  had  neither  any  left  nor  flour  to  make  it.  They 
had  only  one  day's  fait  meat  remaining. 

The  treaty  is  ftiled — A  convention  between  Ueutenant- 
gnteral  Btojoyne,  and  major-general  Gates.  The  articles 
follow: — 1.  The  troops  under  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  to 
march  out  of  their  camp  with  the  honors  of  war,  and 
the  artillery  of  the  intrenchments,  to  the  verge  of  the 
river,  where  the  old  fort  flood,  where  the  arms  and  ar- 
tillery are  tp  be  left,— The  arms  to  be  piled  by  word  of 

command, 
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command  from  their  own  officers: — 2.  A  free  paffage  I7^# 
to  be  granted  to  the  army  under  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne  to 
Great  Britain,  upon  condition  of  not  ferving  again  in 
North  America  during  the  prefent  conteft ;  and  the  port 
of  Bofton  to  be  affigned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports,  to 
receive  the  troops,  whenever  gen.  Howe  fhall  fo  order: — 
3.  Should  any  cartel  take  place,  by  which  the  army  un- 
der lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  or  any  part  of  it,  may  be  ex- 
changed, the  foregoing  article  to  be  void,  as  far  as  fuch 
exchange  fhall  be  made  -.—4.  The  army  under  lieut. 
gen.  Burgoyne  is  to  march  to  MafTachufetts  Bay,  by  the 
eafieft,  and  moft  expeditious,  and  convenient  route  -,  and 
to  be  quartered  in,  near,  or  as  convenient  as  poflible  to 
Bofton,  that  the  march  of  the  troops  may  not  be  delayed 
when  tranfports  arrive  to  receive  them  : — 5.  The  troops 
to  be  fupplied  on.  the  march,  and  during  their  being  in 
quarters,  with  provifions,  by  major  gen.  Gates's  orders, 
at  the  fame  rate  of  rations  as  the  troops  of  his  own 
army  ;  and,  if  poflible,  the  officers  horfes  and  cattle  are 
to  be  fupplied  with  forage  at  the  ufual  rates : — 6.  All 
officers  to  retain  their  carriages,  bat-horfes  and  other 
cattle,  and  no  baggage  to  be  molefted  or  fearched ; 
lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne  giving  his  honor,  that  there  are  no 
public  ftores  contained  therein.  Major  gen.  Gates  will 
of  courfe  take  the  neceffary  meafures  for  the  due  per- 
formance of  this  article  :  fhould  any  carriages  be  wanted 
during  the  march,  for  the  tranfportation  of  officers  bag- 
gage, they  are,  if  poflible,  to  be  fupplied  by  the  coun- 
try at  the  ufual  rates : — 7.  Upon  the  march,  and  during 
the  time  the  army  fhall  remain  in  quarters,  in  the  Mafia* 
chufetts  Bay,  the  officers  are  not,  as  far  as  circumftances 
will  admit,  to  be  feparated  from  their  men.  The  offi- 
1  cers 
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*777«cers  are  to  be  quartered  according  to  their  rank,  ana 
are  not  to  be  hindered  from  affembling  their  men  for 
roll-callings,  and  other  necerTary  purpofes  of  regularity : 
—8.  All  corps  whatever  of  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne's  army, 
whether  compofed  of  failors,  batteau-men,  artificers, 
drivers,  independent  companies,  and  followers  of  the 
army,  of  whatever  country,  mall  be  included  in  the  fulleft 
fenfe  and  utmoft  extent  of  the  above  articles,  and  com- 
prehended in  every  refpecl:  as  Britifli  fubjects : — 9.  All 
Canadians,  and  perfons  belonging  to  the  Canadian  efta- 
blifhment,  confuting  of  failors,  batteau-men,  artificers, 
drivers,  independent  companies,  and  many  other  follow- 
ers of  the  army,  who  come  under  no  particular  defcrip- 
tion,  are  to  be  permitted  to  return  there :  they  are  to  be 
conducted  immediately  by  the  fhortelt  route  to  the  firft 
Britifh  poft  on  Lake  George,  are  to  be  fupplied  v/ith 
provifions  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other  troops,  and 
to  be  bound  by  the  fame  condition  of  not  ferving  during 
the  prefent  conteft  in  North  America: — 10.  PafTports 
to  be  immediately  granted  for  three  officers,  not  exceed- 
ing the  rank  of  captains,  who  mail  be  appointed  by  lieut. 
gen.  Burgoyne,  to  carry  difpatches  to  Sir  William  Howe, 
Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  to  Great  Britain  by  the  way  of 
New  York  -,  and  major  gen.  Gates  engages  the  public 
faith,  that  thefe  difpatches  fhall  not  be  opened.  Thefe 
officers  are  to  fet  out  immediately  after  receiving  their 
difpatches,  and  are  to  travel  by  the  fhorteft  route,  and 
in  the  moft  expeditious  manner :— 11.  During  the  flay 
of  the  troops  in  the  Maflachufetts  Bay,  the  officers  are 
to  be  admitted  on  parole,  and  are  to  be  permitted  to 
wear  their  fide  arms: — 12.  Should  the  army  under  lieut. 
gen.  Burgoyne,  find  it  neceffary  to  fend  for  their  clothing 

and 
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and  other  baggage  from  Canada,  they  are  to  be  per-  1 771* 
mitted  to  do  it  in  the  moil  convenient  manner,  and  ne- 
cerlary  paflports  to  be  granted  for  that  purpofe : — 13. 
Thefe  articles  are  to  be  mutually  figned  and  exchanged 
to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock]  and  the  troops  un- 
der lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  are  to  march  out  of  their  in- 
trenchments  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Camp  at 
Saratoga,  October  16,   1777. 

Horatio  Gates,  Major-general. 

To  prevent  any  doubts  that  might  arife  from  lieut, 
gen.  Burgoyne's  name  not  being  mentioned  in  the  above 
treaty,  major  gen.  Gates  hereby  declares,  that  he  is  un- 
derftood  to  be  comprehended  in  it,  as  fully  as  if  his 
name  had  been  fpecifically  mentioned. 

Horatio  Gates. 

Such  was  the  impatience  of  lome  of  the  militia,  to  re- 
turn home  before  the  royal  army  had  been  brought  to 
furrender,  and  fo  little  their  concern  to.  be  fpeclators  of 
the  event,  that  one  of  the  Northampton  regiments  went 
off  the  day  before  the  flag  came  out  from  Burgoyne. 
Another  regiment  took  itfeif  away  while  the  treaty  was 
in  agitation.  But  the  fate  of  the  army  will  confirm  the 
truth  of  v/hat  its  commander  wrote  to  lord  George  Ger- 
main, Aueuft  the  20th,  cc  The  great  bulk  of  the  conn- 
try  is  undoubtedly  with  the  congrefs  in  principle  and 
zeal."  When  after  the  convention  the  officers  went  into 
the  American  camp,  they  were  furprifed  j  and  fome  of 
them  faid,  that  of  all  the  camps  they  had  ever  (hen  in 
Germany  or  elfewhere,  they  never  faw  any  better  difpofed 
and  fecured. 

The  return  figned  by  gen,  Burgoyne,  of  the  foreigners 
at  the  time  of  the  convention,  amounted  to. 241 2.     The 

Vol,  II,  P  p  Britifh 
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*777-Britifh  confifted,  according  to  him,  of  10  officers  pre- 
fent — 145  commillioned — the  ftafF  26 — fergeants  and 
drummers  297 — rank  and  file  2901 — in  all  3379:  this 
added  to  the  Germans,  makes  5791.  The  American 
account,  to  fhow  what  was  the  liim  total  of  the  royal 
army  acting  in  the  northern  department  againft  the 
country,  goes  on  to  reckon*  the  fick  taken  928 — the 
-wounded  528- — prifoners  of  war  before  the  convention 
40c — deferters  joe — loft  at  Bennington  122c — killed, 
between  the  17th  of  September  to  the  j  8th  of  October, 
60c — taken  at  Tyconderoga  413 — killed  in  gen.  Her- 
kimer's battle  about  300 — making  in  all,  4689.  Ac- 
cording to  this  way  of  reckoning,  the  royal  force  was 
10,480*  It  was  probably  full  10,000  flrong,  including 
Canadians  and  provincials,  and  exclufive  of  Indians, 
drivers,  futtlers,  &c.  Among  the  prifoners  taken  were 
fix  members  of  parliament. 

The  train  of  brais  artillery  was  a  fine  acquifition  5  it 
Confifted  of  2  twenty-four  pounders — 4  twelves — 20 
fixes — 6  threes — 2  eight  inch  howitzers — 5  five  and  a 
half  royal  ditto — and  3  five  and  a  half  inch  royal  mortars 
— iin  all,  42  pieces  of  ordnance.  There  were  alfo  4647 
mufkets — 6oco  dozen  of  cartridges,  befide  fhot,  carcafes^, 
cafes,  fhells,  &c. 

Burgoyne  was  defirous  of  a  general  return  of  the  army 
commanded  by  Gates  at  die  time  of  the  convention. 
The  latter  underflood  him,  and  was  careful  not  to  leflen 
the  return  by  iuppreffing  a  fingle  man.  The  continen- 
tals, all  ranks  included,  were  9093  j  the  militia  4129, 
in  all  13,222  :  but  of  the  former,  the  fick  and  on  fur- 
lough were  2103  j  and  of  the  latter,  562.     The  number 

of 
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of  the  militia  was  continually  varying •.  and  many  of  1 
them  were  at  a  confiderable  didance  from  the  camp. 

We  now  enter  upon  the  relation  of  the  meafures  pur- 
fued  by  the  Britiiri  below  Albany.  You  have  been  told 
what  were  the  fentiments  of  gen.  Putnam,  on  the  9th, 
as  to  their  failing  up  to  within  fixteen  miles  of  the  Ame- 
rican camp,  before  removed  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Still-water.  Sir  H.  Clinton  however,  inftead  of  pufh- 
jng  up  the  river,  intruded  the  bufinefs  to  Sir  James  Wal- 
lace and  gen.  Vaughan.  The  latter  had  under  him  3600 
men*  Sir  James  commanded  a  flying  lquadron  of  light 
frigates,  accompanied  with  the  necefTary  appendage  of 
barges,  batteaus  and  boats,  for  landing  the  troops,  and 
all  other  movements.  By  the  13th  they  reached  King- 
fton  alias  iEfopus,  a  fine  village,  as  you  would  call  it ; 
but  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic,  a  good  town.  Upon 
Vaughan's  landing  the  troops,  the  Americans,  being  too 
weak  to  make  refidance,  abandoned  their  batteiy  of  three 
guns  after  fpiking  them.  They  left  the  town  immediately 
for  their  own  fafety,  without  firing  from  the  houfes  upon 
the  Britifh.  Vaughan  however,  was  told  that  Burgoyne 
had  actually  furrendered  * ;  and  the  town  was  doomed 
to  the  flames.  The  whole  was  reduced  to  afhes,  and  not 
a  houfe  left  danding.  The  American  gov.  Clinton  was 
a  tame  fpe&ator  of  the  barbarity,  but  only  for  want  of 
a  fufficient  force  to  attack  the  enemy.  This  feemingly 
revengeful  devadation,  was  productive  of  a  pathetic  but 
fevere  letter  from  gen.  Gates  (then  in  the  height  of  vie- 

*  Mr,  James  Be.ekman,  an  eminent  merchant  belonging  to  New* 
York,  and  who  quitted  iEfopus  when  Vaughan  approached  it,  inform- 
ed me  of  thefe  particulars,  Sept.  29,  1783,  at  bis  houfe  in  Morris 
County,  New  Jerfey. 

P  P  3  tory) 
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s777*tory)  to  gen.  Vaughan.  The  latter  with  a  flood  tide 
might  have  reached  Al1:  ay  in  four  hours :  there  was  no 
force  to  have  hinder  x\  him.  When  he  burnt  Living- 
fton's  upper  mills,  had  he  proceeded  to  Albany  and 
burnt  the  Amer-can  ftores,  Gates,  as  he  hirpfdf  has 
declared,  piuft  have  retreated  into  New  Engl-  The 

royahils  may  juftly  remark  upon  the  occafion — ."  why 
a  delay  was  made  of  feven  days  after  Clinton  had  taken 
the  forts  we  are  ignorant  of.  The  highland  forts  were 
taken  the  6th  of  October  ;  iEfopus  was  burnt  the  13th ; 
Burgoyne's  convention  was  figned  the  17th.  There 
was  no  force  to  oppofe  even  open  boats  on  the  river ; 
why  then  did  not  the  boats  proceed  immediately  to  Al-  " 
bany  ?  Had  Clinton  gone  forward,  Burgoyne's  army  had 
been  laved.  Putnam  could  not  have  crolled  to  Albany, 
The  army  amufed  themfelves  with  burning  /Efopus,  and 
the  houfes  of  individuals  on  the  river's  bank  *."  While 
the  Britifti  were  manoeuvring  in  and  about  the  North 
River,  doing  mifchief  to  individuals,  without  ferving 
their  own  caufe  in  the  leafl,  gen.  Gates  had  exprefs  upon 
exprefs,  urging  him  to  fend  down  troops  to  oppofe  the 
enemy.  On  the  14th  he  wrote  to  gov.  Clinton — "  I 
have  ordered  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Schuyler 
to  fend  Van  Shaack's  regiment  without  delay  to  Al- 
bany— defired  brigadier  general  Ganfevoort  to  repair  to 
that  city,  and  take  the  command  of  all  the  troops  that 
may  aflemble  there?— and  have  fent  down  the  two  i£fo~ 
pus  regiments,  the  Trycn  county  militia,  and  mod  of 
the  militia  of  Albany  county."  But  he  would  not  weaken 
his  hold  of  Burgoyne  by  any  detachment  of  continentals 
from  his  own  army,  or  of  New  England  militia.     The 

H  See  the  Loyaijft's  letters, 

New 
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New  York  (late  militia,  that  repaired  to  the  governor  to  1777. 
aflift  the  inhabitants,  did  as  much  mifchief  as  the  enemy, 
the  burning  of  houfes  and  other  buildings  excepted.  It  is 
too  much  the  cafe  of  all  militia,  that  when  they  march  to 
the  afiiftance  of  their  countrymen  againfc  a  common  ene- 
my, they  do  the  former  a  great  deal  of  damage.  The  lax- 
nefs  of  their  difcipline,  and  their  unreafonable  claims  of 
indulgences  from  thofe  whom  they  are  to  protect,  make 
them  expcnfive  and  diiagreeable  guefts. 

When  the  convention  troops  began  their  march  to  Bof- 
ton,  the  Americans  lined  the  road  and  hill  on  each  fide. 
They  expected  to  have  met  with  many  infults  while  palling 
through  the  centre  of  them,  fuppofed  to  be  between  1 1  and 
12,000;  but  to  their  great  furprife,  not  even  the  lead  gef- 
ture  was  made  ufe  of  by  way  of  infuk.  When  they  had 
marched  on,  Gates  puflied  the  army  forward,  with  the  ut> 
moft  expedition,  to  ftop  the  cruel  career  of  the  Britiih 
up  the  North  River.  Upon  the  approach  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, Vanghan  and  Wallace  retired  to  New  York. 

It  will  be  fome  days,  before  the  vefTel  for  France,  with 
the  news  of  Burgoyne's  fate>  can  fail :  which  admits  of 
my  adding  to  the  prefent  letter,  declined  to  go  by  that 
conveyance,  fome  other  matters  proper  for  infertion. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Duche,  formerly  the  chaplain  of  congrefs> 
made  an  attempt,  by  writing,  on  the  patriotifm  of  gen. 
Washington;  nothing  more  need  be  faid  of  the  tranfaction, 
than  what  the  general  has  done,  in  a  letter  of  Oct.  the  1 6th, 
-— <c  To  Mr.  DucIk's  ridiculous  illiberal  performance  I 
made  a  very  fhort  reply  by  denting  the  bearer,  Mrs.  Fer-- 
gufon  of  Graham-park,  if  Ihe  fhould  hereafter  by  any  acci- 
dent meet  with  Mr.  Duche,  to  tell  him,  I  fhould  have  re- 
turned it  unopened,  if  I  had  had  any  idea  of  the  contents. '* 

Some 
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J777*  Some  perfons  in  congrefs  have  been  and  are  manoeuv- 
ring to  get  gen.  Conway  promoted,  which  occasioned  the 
commander  in  chief's  writing  the  next  day  to  a  confidential 
friend — <c  I  afk  why  the  youngefl  brigadier  in  the  fervice 
(for  I  believe  Conway  is  fo)  fhould  be  put  over  the  heads  of 
iheeldeft?  I  am  allured  they  will  not  ferve  under  him.  I  have 
been  a  Have  to  the  fervice :  I  have  undergone  more  than  moft 
men  are  aware  of,  to  harmonize  fo  many  difcordant  parts; 
but  it  will  be  impoffible  for  me  to  be  of  any  further  fervice, 
if  fuch  infuperable  difficulties  are  thrown  in  my  way." 

Before  the  laft  year's  Maflachufetts  general  court  ex- 
pired, they  pafTed  an  act  to  fupport  and  enforce  the  re- 
gulating act,  made  in  January,  under  the  title  of  an  act 
to  prevent' monopoly  and  oppreffion.  By  this  new  act, 
committees  were  vefted  with  moft  extraordinary  powers, 
cc  which,"  as  the  act  fays,  "  can  only  be  juftifled  in  cafes 
wherein  the  very  exiftence  of  the  community  is  depend- 
ing." The  vanity  and  folly  however  of  regulating  acts 
has  been  fo  feen  and  felt,  that  they  have  been  repealed 
by  the  new  general  court,  within  thefe  five  days. 

Bofton  and  Marblehead  have  been  under  great  diffi- 
culties for  want  of  flour  and  Indian  corn ;  and  muft 
have  fuffered  much,  had  it  not  been  for  the  (late  impor- 
tations. On  the  15th  of  Anguft  there  was  not  flour  in 
the  capital  fufncient  for  the  inhabitants  longer  than  the 
next  day,  except  what  belonged  to  the  ftate.  The  fea~ 
ports  and  neighbouring  towns  of  this  fcate  have  been 
ufed  to  receive  their  fupplies  of  flour  moftly  by  water, 
and  from  the  places  now  in  the  hands  of  the  IJritifh  $ 
they  are  therefore  liable  to  be  diffrefled  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war,  though  happily  exempted  from  being 
the  feat  of  it,  iince  the  evacuation  of  Bofton.. 

A  fe- 
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A  fecret  expedition  has    been  carrying   on    againft  1777, 
Newport,  without  gen.  Wafhington's  having  ever  been 
confulted  upon  it,  or  knowing  from  whence  or  whom  it 
originated.     Gen.  Spencer  was  ftationed   at  Providence, 
and  of  courfe  conducted  it.     The  ilates  of  Rhodclfland, 
Connecticut  and  M  attach  ufetts  furniflied  almoft  the  whole 
of  the  troops.     The  militia,  who  were  called  out  upon 
the  occafion,  readily  engaged   in  the  fervice,  for  they 
were  filled  with  the  expectations  of  fuccefs,    and  the 
hopes  of  plunder.     Every  thing  went  on  well  for  fomt 
time,  without  the  Britifh  troops  knowing  that  prepara- 
tions were  making  for  pa  Ming  over  to  Rhode  I  Hand,  and 
attacking  them.     At  length  a  half-witted  fellow,  with- 
out feeing  confequences,  of  his  own  head  carried  over 
in  his  boat  to  the  ifiand,  a  Jew,  whom  he  landed,  and 
who  was  to  go  to  Newport,  and  the  neighbourhood, 
and  procure  all  the  intelligence  he  could,  and  then  to 
return  with  his  information  to  gen.  Spencer.     The  Jew 
went  to  the  enemy  and  acquainted  them  with  the  expe- 
dition that  was  going  forward.     Upon  this  the  Britifh 
immediately  took  proper    ineafures  for  their    fecurity. 
Gen.  Spencer  however,  perfected  his  preparations.     The 
time  and  manner  for  carrying  the  militia  over  was  fet- 
tled.    Brigadier  Palmer,  who  headed  thofe  from   the 
Maffachufetts,  had   his  orders  given  him  ;  but  inftead 
of  executing  them  with  life  and  fpirit,  he  neglected  and 
difobeved  them.     His  conduct  occafioned  a  failure  of 
the  expedition.     Spencer's  courage  would  have  led  him 
to  have  attempted  carrying  the  iiland,  after  this  difap- 
pointment,  and  with  a  fmallcr  body  of  troops  than  were 
originally  to  have  been  employed  ;  but  others  would  not 
sonfent  to  it.     The  employing  of  the  Connecticut  mi- 
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i>j77,  litia  in  thisfervice,  contributed  greatly  to,  if  not  wholly 
caufed  that  weaknefs  in  the  American  force  ftationed  on 
the  North  River,  which  occafioned  the  lofs  of  the  forts 
Montgomery  and  Clinton. 

A  long  letter  for  doctor  Fothergill  goes  by  the  pre- 
fent  opportunity.  The  writer  mentions  that  the  Ame^ 
ricans  are  determined  not  to  part  with  their  indepen- 
dence, and  propofes  that  there  fhould  be  an  immediate 
acknowledgment  of  it,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
and  an  entering  upon  a  commercial  alliance  with  the 
United  States,  before  any  foreign  power  interferes. 
Numbers  have  been  for  fome  time  difTatisfied  with  the 
French,  becaufe  of  their  not  affording  more  fpeedy? 
open,  and  important  afiiftance.  They  flatter  themfelves 
that  the  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army  will  produce  a 
change  in  the  politics  of  France.  An  adoption  of  the 
.  above  propofal  will  be  the  beft  expedient  for  over-reach- 
ing her  in  any  defign  of  injuring  our  native  country. 


End  of  the  Second  Volume. 


ERRATA. 

Page  192,  note,  read,  Chaftellux's.  P.  238,  I.  4,  read,  as  of  little* 
P.  367,  lalt  line  but  one,  read,  the  whole  lofs  of  the  Americans. 
P.  4.05,  1.  1,  read,  of  aftronomy.  P.  477,  1.  28,  read,  common 
caufe.  P.  £32,  1.  4,  read,  any  wife.  P.  539,  1.  5,  read,  cols* 
Warner,  Williams. 

The  candid  reader  is  requefted  to  correct  the  above  errors,  and  ta 
excufe  others  that  may  have  been  unobferved. 
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